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Dr. Hiram Corson*
By Nancy Corson Cresson

Doctor Hiram Corson, of Plymouth Meeting, Pennsyl
vania, was born October 8, 1804, on a farm opposite what
is now the Township Hall, Plymouth Centre, and died
March 4, 1896, in his Maple Hill home, which he built for
his bride, Nancy Jones Foulke.

His parents, Joseph and Hannah Dickinson Corson,
were descendants of Huguenot and English ancestors, and
were members of the Society of Friends. He received his
education in the country schools and Friends' Select School

in Philadelphia. Later he entered the office of the old Norristown Herald as an apprentice, but even then had the
determination to study medicine. In pursuance of this plan,
he studied with his cousin. Dr. Richard Corson, of New
Hope, beginning in 1826.
Afterwards he entered the Medical Department of the

University of Pennsylvania, from which he graduated in
1828.

He became associated with Dr. Leedom, of Plymouth

Meeting, but after a short time opened his own office in his
home, which still stands.

In those days carriages were scarce, so he traveled

mostly on horseback over an extended rural practice, and
he would often be away from his office all day or perhaps

even over night, as he officiated at nearly 4000 births.
In the year 1832, when cholera broke out in and about

Philadelphia, Dr. Corson spent days and nights with his
patients. He was early in favor of women doctors, and
worked to have women placed over women in asylums and

hospitals in this State. He was highly praised for the work
he did towards having a law passed authorizing this.
*Read before the Society, April 24, 1937.
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Girard once said in his column that folks used to say
that Dr. Corson was a crank, because over a half-centuiy
ago he had a notion that women could be very good doc
tors, a notion which is no longer a notion but a fact.

Dr. Corson was a great Abolitionist, and was the first
to take an open and avowed stand for the abolition of

slavery and the last active survivor of the movement, at the
age of 92. The first abolition meeting was held at Blue Bell

school house, where he spoke strongly against the Coloni
zation Project, claiming that slaves should be freed and

free to live in America. The Abolition Society was formed
in 1837. There were five Corson brothers to work for
emancipation, and one Underground Station was at the

home of Charles, in Plymouth Meeting. Largely through
these brothers Plymouth Meeting became Abolition Head
quarters in Montgomery county. Meetings were held first
in the Friends' school house, later in a hall built on the

George Corson property. Here was a refuge for many a
slave on his way to Canada and freedom.

Dr.. Qorson fought hard for temperance and often held

meetings at his home, where many prominent speakers
gathered.

He was a leader by nature, and one of his many good
works was the founding and sustaining of the Montgomery
County Medical Society,- It was on the 12th day of January,
1847, in a room of Ward's Restaurant, comer of Main street
and Strawberry alley, that the first meeting was held to
form this Society. Dr. George W. Thomas was called to

preside and Dr. Hiram Corson was made secretary.
On the following April 17th, with the adoption of a
Constitution and By-Laws, the Society.was launched on its
career, and it has become one of the foremost organizations
in the State.

Dr. Corson was a great nature lover, and on my rides
with him often tested my ability to recognize trees and wild
flowers. He seldom talked religion, but practiced it. He was
brought up as a Friend and believed that if he performed
his duty in the right way he eould accomplish any task
allotted to him.

It has given me much pleasure to write this short sketch
of my grandfather's life, for much could be said of his
activities during a long and honorable career.

Outstanding Women of Montgomery County*
By Ella Slinglupp

Many of the women of Montgomery county, even while
it was still a part of Philadelphia county, as well as during
its 153 years of separate existence, have found time and
inclination, aside from their strenuous domestic duties, to
engage in such activities as entitle them to be mentioned as
Outstanding Women of Montgomery County.
Several years ago, the Historical Society of Montgomery

County, on its annual historical outing, visited Graeme Park
near the Bucks county line in Horsham township. The old
brown stone mansion built in 1722 by Sir William Keith,

governor of the Pennsylvania Colony, is still standing—
substantial even if not beautiful. Dr. Thomas Graeme, a

distinguished physician of Philadelphia, married Governor
Keith's stepdaughter. Dr. Graeme died in 1772, and be

queathed his estate to his only daughter Elizabeth—or
Betsy or Bess—who had been secretly married for some
months to Hugh Henry Ferguson, a man years younger
than herself and but recently arrived from Scotland. Eliza

beth had had every advantage of education and travel. The

delightful retreat of her hospitable home afforded a fine
opportunity for entertaining distinguished guests, as well
as for study and literary efforts. One of the few translations
from foreign modem languages during the Colonial Period,
Telemachus from the French, was made by Bessie Fer

guson. During the Revolutionary War Hugh Henry Fergu
son, on his return from a visit in Scotland (in 1777, about
the time the British took Philadelphia) was offered and

accepted an office under General Howe as commissary of
American prisoners in Philadelphia.
•Read before the Society, April 24, 1937.
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probably made Ferguson more keen to espouse the side of
the British. Consequently, Bessie was often suspected of
being a Tory, but was never regarded as such by her friends.
On October 8, 1777, Rev. Jacob Duche, Episcopal
clergyman, and Chaplain of Congress, over-zealous for
peace, wrote a letter to General Washington imploring him
to spare further effusion of blood, and prevailed upon Mrs.
Ferguson to carry the letter to General Washington in the
American camp in Towamencin. It was an ingenious trick
to select a woman, who may have been ignorant of the con
tents of the letter. Later General George Johnston, one of

three British commissioners sent to arrange a program of
peace with the colonies, sought Mrs. Ferguson, that she
might be the instrument for further negotiations with those

in power on the American side. General Johnston expressed
himself very freely to the surprised lady, and held out a
bribe for her influence. General Reed, one of the American
commissioners, justly took alarm and laid the matter before
Congress.

Mrs. Ferguson had an exceedingly sharp tongue, and
was often referred to as "that cat, Bess Ferguson." But she
was a very charitable and generous person, and conveyed
many articles of her own manufacture to be distributed

among the needy while the American army lay at Whitemai^h, badly off for clothing "in the increasing cold
weather." For this she received a letter of thanks from

General Washington. Mrs. Ferguson contributed freely to
the Hatboro Library, Montgomery Library, Gwynedd, and
at Philadelphia. Mr. Eriebel, in his History of Montgomery
County, speaks of Mrs. Ferguson's career as "checkered."
All the outstanding women of Colonial and Revolution

ary days did not have the romantic experiences of Mrs.

Ferguson. John Dawson, the first settler of Hatboro, had a
daughter Ann, who carried the mortar for building their
house in her tow apron. When Ann was married, her father
took her to Church on horseback, and her husband took her
home the same way.

Later, two other outstanding girls lived at Hatboro, or
Crooked Billet, as it was then called, Sophie Klein and her
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sister. These two girls went to Philadelphia to sell chickens.
Then came the inevitable shopping, which consisted of buy

ing cloth for their father^s and brothers' clothing. They
stayed at a hotel for the night, and sat up late cutting the
cloth into breadths and basting it to their petticoats. During

the night they heard British officers planning an attack on
Washington's army, encamped at Rising Sun near Nicetown.
Little sleep for the Klein girls that night, for they left before
daybreak for camp and put General Washington on his
guard.

When Merlon township was ravaged by British soldiers
and while Lieutenant Wynne was at war, the old Wynne
homestead was attacked. Mrs. Wynne tried to defend her
home but the soldiers broke in and made a thorough
search of the house. Among other things they found
a fine baking of bread and a barrel of whiskey. The

whiskey vanquished them. They drank till they fell help
less on the floor and were captured by a party of American
soldiers who passed that way.

During the Revolution, too, John and Mary Bull had a
store and farm near the comer of Main and Barbadoes

streets, in the Town of Norris. When General Howe was in
Philadelphia, he made a day's journey from the city.
Colonel Bull's farm was found to be a suitable stand for the

army. Howe took possession of farm and store. Mrs. Bull
had given most of the contents of the store to some Ameri
can soldiers who had come there,, sadly in need of food and

clothing. At the entrance of General Howe, Mrs. Bull re
tired to a small back room. For two days and nights she

watched the proceedings of the officers and soldiers. Mrs.
Bull begged Howe's washerwoman to give her little girl a

piece of bread. The woman gave the child the bread, and
then went into the room and took all the sheeting, table-

linen, and clothing. The British servants dressed themselves
in Mrs. Bull's best elothing and seemed to think Rebel
clothes fitted them very well. Howe said to Mrs. Bull, "If

you will send a note to your husband and prevail on him to
join us, I'll take you to England, present you to the King
and Queen, and you shall have a pension and live in style."
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"General," said the brave lady," my husband would despise
me and I should despise myself if I did so." Although Gen
eral Howe promised Mrs. Bull that she should have no
further annoyance, fire was put in her cellar to bum the

house and a party of Hessians sent back to burn any wheat
that was left standing on the farm. Mi^. Bull discovered

the fire in the cellar and put it out with a bag of common
salt.

Every century brings its own perplexing problems.
And those of the 19th Century were Temperance and
Slavery, and a little later Woman's Rights. In Cheltenham
township lived John and Lucretia Mott. Lucretia, like Ben
jamin Franklin, was a native of New England, and like
him helped to make Pennsylvania famous. In her youth,
Lucretia assisted her mother in managing a small store and
later was a teacher in a school for girls, in order to pay for
her sister's education. The father was a seafaring man
named Coffin. At the age of 18, Lucretia married John
Mott, a teacher in a Friends' school. The War of 1812

ruined them. They came to Philadelphia, where John
acquired a profitable business. Lucretia was a beautiful,
gifted, well-educated woman, and at the age of 25 was a
preacher among the Hicksite Quakers. In her preaching she

always included the need of total abstinence from strong
drink and the abolition of slavery. Certainly no woman in
Pennsylvania wielded a wider influence upon the moral
world for fifty years than Lucretia Mott. She maintained

her hold and station among Friends, she lent her counsel
and aid to all outside reforms. Mrs. Mott was one of the

earliest proponents of Woman's Suffrage. Bettering the
condition of women carried with it the betterment of the

condition of men, for both have a common destiny.
The conditions she confronted are scarcely believable
to us of today. Her fight was the evolution of a great human
cause. A mother had no claim over her child; a married
woman could not own real or personal property—whether

Inherited or her own earnings—nor receive a gift of prop
erty even from her own husband. Single women also fared
badly. I have been told that up to the time of President
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Grant women in government service could receive their pay
only in the name of a man.

Lucretia Mott was elected delegate to the "World's

Anti-Slavery Conference at London. Her exclusion from it
Increased the Woman's Suffrage agitation in which she
became a leader. Lucretia died in 1880 aged 88. In the cor
ridor connecting the two houses of Congress in the Nation s

Capital is a magnificent piece of sculpture—photography
in marble—of the three great leaders of the Woman's

Suffrage Movement in America, and Lucretia Mott's is the
foremost figure, her beautiful face framed in the Quaker
bonnet. It is good to realize that Lucretia lived to see many
of the reforms she advocated become part of the American

way of living. Moses Auge includes Lucretia Mott in his
great work, "Biographies of Men of Montgomery County."
At a convention held in the old Court House in N'orris-

town, shortly after the enactment of the Fugitive Slave
Law in 1850, a committee of anti-slavery advocates was

appointed to circulate petitions for signatures asking for a
repeal of the law. Mary Roberts, daughter of Thomas
Roberts, who lived just a few miles above Norristown, and
who was a very earnest abolitionist and a partner in the
Underground Railway project, was one of the committee.

Mary was young and thought that she had only to present'
the petition. She was astonished at the treatment she re
ceived: insulted, snubbed, doors shut in her face. One

clergyman told Mary she was committing a crime. "Laws,"
he said, "are made to be upheld and not to be opposed." He
always obeyed the law without question. But the Minister
did not make a convert to his doctrine of "submission" at
that meeting.

In every emergency of American life, the women have
done all that was humanly possible to assist the good cause.

But no period of our national life has produced a more out
standing group of women than that of the Civil War. When
the call was made for troops in 1861, the excitement of

organizing companies and regiments, and of the soldiers
leaving town made each family try to do everything possible
to lessen the hardships of lonely camp life, especially when

106 bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

the soldiers were sick in hospitals or wounded. This yearn
ing soon became general and thus, by uniting, Soldiers' Aid
Societies were formed in every section of the county. In
Norristown on April 19, 1861, a meeting was held in Airy
Street Hall, Mrs. E. T. Stewart pressing, and Mrs. Charles
P. Harry acting as secretary. On the same day a meeting
was held in Stewart Fund Hall, Upper Merion, Mrs. Jona
than Roberts—spoken of as "conspicuous among a band of
conspicuous women,"—presiding. Mrs. Wm. H. Holstein
was vice-president and Miss Sarah Tyson, secretary. The
next day Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Isaac W. Holstein collected

in Upper Merion township, $535 for hospital use. Societies
were organized in Norristown, Gwynedd, Plymouth, Conshohocken, and Bridgeport. The hospital stores collected in
Bridgeport were all packed in Holstein's drug store by Mr.
William Keiger, the father of Mrs. Samuel Cowden. Those
in Norristown were packed' at the home of Mrs. Charles P.

Harry. All kinds of sewing that could be used in hospitals
was done, the preparation of bandages, lint and quilted
comforts, was undertaken by willing hands. In the Norris

town Society there was only one sewing machine, which was
lent and operated by the owner. Mrs. L. W. Read, Mrs.
Theodore W. Bean, Mrs. Henry C. Hill, and Mrs. Edward

'Conrad collected the money for the purchase of flags for
the 4th Pennsylvania Volunteers, who were then at Harris-

burg. Many women not connected with organizations gave
valuable and material aid to the cause. Mention is made in
several accounts of the liberality of Mrs. Elfreth, of. Norris

town, and of Mrs. Whitall, of Whitemarsh. The great Amer
ican flag presented to this society by Mrs. William H. Hol

stein—displayed in this room at the regular meeting in
November, 1936—was presented to Mrs. Holstein by the
citizens of Montgomery county, carried to Gettysburg by
Mrs. Charles P. Harry and Mrs. Isaac W. Holstein and un
furled on Round Top.

After the battle of Bull Run, Mrs. Jonathan Roberts
was urgent in her appeals for women to go as nurses. Mrs.

Rachel Evans and her sister. Miss Brower, went to Alex
andria, Virginia, for a week where something was learned
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of hospital needs and more efficient work for the Army Aid
Societies. After Antietam, the appeal came again for nurses,

and Mrs. Evans again offered her services and was the

directing power of the six who went to Antietam. The six
were Mrs. Rachel Evans, Miss Anna Carver, Mrs. Isaac W.

Holstein, Mrs. William-Wills, Miss Elizabeth Brower, and
Miss Sarah Priest, of Bridgeport. They remained ten days,
and their labors were pronounced "reliable, efficient, and
valuable."

When Major William Holstein returned from Antietam
and told of the sad condition prevailing among the wounded,
Mrs. Anna Morris Holstein decided to return with her hus

band to Antietam. Through Mrs. Holstein's work, medical
stores and hospital appliances were collected in three days,
valued at one thousand dollars. Mrs. Holstein found her

place in the field hospitals caring for the sick and wounded.
This work ended on July 3, 1865.

But Mrs. Holstein's title of Outstanding Woman of Mont

gomery County did not end with the war. On June 19,1878,
the Centennial Celebration of the evacuation of Valley

Forge took place. The isuccess of the occasion and the en
thusiasm kindled in the hearts of patriotic citizens, and pub
lic sentiment so awakened, crystalized into a demand for

the recovery and up-keep of this hallowed spot. The solu
tion was that the Valley Forge Centennial and Memorial
Association took the initiative. Three of the incorporators

of the Memorial Association were women, Mrs. Anna Morris

Holstein, Miss Helen Corson, and Mrs. Rebecca Mclnnes.
The object of this incorporation was "to preserve Wash
ington's Headquarters, maintain a museum of relics, and de
velop a spirit of respect for the locality for the benefit of the
people of this nation." The headquarters was purchased in
1877. The co-operation of the P. 0. S. of A. with the Mem
orial Association gave a decided impetus to the project. In
1893 the Assembly granted ?5,000 to the Association. And

when, on May 30, 1893, Governor Robert E. Pattison signed
the bill passed by the Legislature, Valley Forge Park be
came state property. Mrs. Holstein was appointed the First
Lady Regent. Mrs. Holstein had been trained for this work
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by her efforts for the preservation of Mount Vernon, Vir
ginia, for she represented thai great movement in Mont
gomery county. To Mrs. Holstein's efforts, beyond those of
any other individual, the Nation owes the saving of Wash
ington's Headquarters at Valley Forge.
On June 19, 1916, a prayer desk was unveiled and dedi

cated in Washington Memorial Chapel, Valley Forge. The
prayer desk carries this inscription: "To the glory of God
and in memory of Anna Morris Holstein, who in war served

the Nation as nurse and in peace preserved Washington's
Headquarters, this desk is given by Valley Forge Chapter,
D. A.R."

During 1893, the organization of the National Society of
the D. A. R. was completed, and the next year, 1894,
Valley Forge Chapter, D.A.R., was organized at Norristown,
with Mrs. Anna Morris Holstein (Mrs. William H. Holstein)
organizing and becoming the first Regent of the Chapter.
On Sunday, November 8, 1936, it was the pleasure and
honor of Valley Forge Chapter, D. A. R., to place a tablet at
the grave of Mrs. Holstein as a memorial to her enduring
efforts.

It is impossible to mention all the outstanding women of
so great a county. Their name is legion. Wherever and when

ever they are needed, they are ready to do their part, as
was demonstrated in the Spanish and the World War, when
Miss Nina B. Read was a leader for service.
But while the women who rise in times of stress and con

flict are noteworthy, many have been outstanding in other
lines of endeavor. In medicine. Dr. Margaret Richardson
was the first woman medical practitioner in Norristown. She

began the study of medicine when 32 years old, graduated
in 1853, and practised in Norristown for 35 years.
Dr. Mary H. Stinson was born in Norriton township in
1819. She first attended the township school at Jeffersonville, and later attended private schools and academies. For
many years Miss Stinson was an invalid. She studied medi
cine as a hygienic measure and graduated in the Class of
1869—think of it, at the age of 50—at the Woman's Medical
College of Pennsylvania. The Superintendent of the State
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Hospital at Worcester, Massachusetts, conceived the idea of
having a woman physician in charge of women patients,

though he scarcely believed it possible that a woman could
be elected. The faculty of the Woman's Medical College of

Pennsylvania recommended Dr. Mary Henderson Stinson,
who was elected by a unanimous vote as assistant physician
for the department of women, the first appointment on record
of a woman to such a position. Dr. Stinson served for six

years. Then came periods of travel which were interspersed
with visits to hospitals and study in the medical depart
ments of European Universities. On her return to Norristown
Dr. Stinson was elected a member of the Medical Society of

Montgomery County and was sent by that body as delegate
to the National Medical Convention. Dr. Stinson was one of

the pioneers of her sex in determining a standard of practi
cal usefulness. She passed away February 11, 1889. The
Home for Aged Women on Markley street, Norristown, was
built with funds bequeathed for that particular philan
thropic service by Dr: Stinson.
One other benefactor and Outstanding Woman of Mont

gomery County was Mrs. Hannah Winnard, at whose death
in 1857 a legacy Of ?300 was bequeathed to the Norristown
Academy. As 1848 was the end of the legal existence of the
Academy, the sum lay undisturbed for a number of years.
Town Council then directed that the sum be paid to the
directors of the common schools of Norristown School Dis
trict for the use of the High School.
The will of Miss Martha Sterigere, who died in 1864, a
sister of Hon. John B. Sterigere, bequeathed the residue

of her estate, $705, "to the Burgess and Town Council of
Norristown upon the special trust and confidence that the
said Corporation shall safely invest the same at interest
and keep the sum invested and the interest or income arising
therefrom annually forever in the inclement season of the

year expend in such a way as they may deem best in re
lieving the wants of poor and needy persons residing within
the said borough of Norristown." Elgin H. Lenhardt, Esq., "is
the present trustee of the fund which, he tells me, is still
functioning.
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Norristown once passed through a contest as to whether
the Bible should be read in the public schools. Miss'Martha
Aaron> daughter of Rev. Samuel Aaron, was teacher and
principal of one department of Norristown Public Schools.

A resolution by the School Board prohibited the reading of
the Bible in any of the schools of the Borough. Miss Aaron
stated her convictions on the subject to the Board, who did
not approve. But Miss Aaron would neither resign nor dis
continue the reading of the Scriptures, and the sentiment of
the public sustained her.

When a frail-looking little woman applied for admission
to the Montgomery County Bar, that august body of bar
risters were simply aghast. It was generally understood at

the time that the examination prepared for the new appli
cant was an extremely rigid one. But Miss Margaret Rich

ardson passed the examination with credit and was duly
admitted to the Bar. Later Miss Richardson became the wife

of Irvin P. Knipe, Esq., President of this Society from 1923
to 1930. Mrs. Margaret Richardson Knipe was the first
woman lawyer in Montgomery county. Mrs. Knipe was soon

followed by Miss Leila Jenkins and Miss Emeline Henry
Hooven, who so recently passed away. Mrs. Rebecca Roberts

Shelley is at this time the only woman lawyer in the county.

^In the Pennsylvania State Legislature, Mrs. Maybelle
Mills Kirkbride is the one and only woman who has repre
sented Montgomery county in that legislative body.
Miss Helen Corson was the daughter of George and
Martha Maulsby Corson, of Plymouth Meeting, the couple
who gave so generously to the fugitive slave and who built

a hall on their own grounds, furnished it and supplied heat
and light—a place where sympathizers were welcomed to

hear eloquent speakers who pictured the horrors of slavery.
The daughter, Helen, was sent to the School of Design in
Philadelphia. Later she spent several years in Paris, con
tinuing her study of art. Miss Corson married the renowned

artist Thomas Hovenden. Mrs. Hovenden was a great lover
of animals and many of her most popular paintings were
those of animals, the massive head of a bull or a sheep, or the
exquisite painting of farm horses, drinking from a trough.
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These were in great demand especially in Chicago when
that city was fast becoming the greatest live-stock market
in the world. But Mrs. Hovenden did not confine her art to

these subjects, as many paintings in her home testify.
Miss Martha Hovenden, daughter of two great artists,
also is an adept with the brush, but her chief work is sculp
ture. Two examples of Miss Hovenden's talent are in Wash

ington Memorial Chapel, Valley Forge, the Signers of the
Declaration of Independence, and the Signers of the Con
stitution of the United States. The latter was unveiled and

dedicated in January, 1937. The studio of Miss Hovenden
is part of the building erected by her grandfather for a far
different purpose.

In the preface to the splendid History of Montgomery
County, issued in 1884, the Editor makes acknowledgment
of the help received in that monumental work, concluding
with this paragraph, "And finally to my daughter, I owe
the deepest obligations for a careful and intelligent co-oper
ation and cheerful assistance in the revision of both manu

script and proof and for many suggestions and notations of
important historical facts."

The outstanding woman of Colonial, Revolutionary, Early
Nineteenth Century, Civil War, and later periods have had

their place, and also those in medicine, law, art, benefac
tions and legislative halls. In the field of literary effort there
have been many splendid achievements by such outstanding
women as Mrs. Ferguson, Mrs. Young, a niece of Mrs.
Ferguson, Miss Belle Bush, a former teacher in Norristown, Mrs. Holstein, Mrs. Susan Lukens, Lucretia Mott,
Miss Hallowell, a niece of Mrs. Mott, Mrs. Morgan Wills,
and Miss Margaret Harvey, but notwithstanding this bril
liant list of gifted women, the most outstanding woman
in literary effort in Montgomery county is our own Mrs. A.
Conrad Jones, of Conshohocken, whom we delight to honor.

Rise of the United States Constitution*
By Joseph Jackson

In another month there will be begun, in many parts of
this country, a celebration to mark the one hundred and
fiftieth anniversary of the formation of the Federal Con
stitution, which was American's immortal contribution to
the science of government.
As a rule, Americans today take their Constitution as

a matter of course; but to the Americans of a century and
half ago its successful framing was an event of tremendous

importance. To us it seems to be so inseparably linked with
our existence that, like the air and sun, we appear to enjoy
it as a natural heritage. Consequently only occasionally,
when we are casting about for an anchorage of safety, do
we bestow even a thought upon it.

When the Constitutional Convention was called, in the
Autumn of 1786, the new republic was drifting. No one

could predict what would happen; but, almost rudderless,
the ship of state seemed headed toward anarchy and chaos.
Therefore, it was the light of a new dawn that issued from

the old State House in Philadelphia on September 17, 1787,
when news was given the world that a Constitution for the

new nation had been framed and agreed upon.
Enthusiastically the people welcomed this new promise of
a stable, responsible national government, and all the pros

perity and happiness that should result from its adoption.'
For six years the country had been foundering in the un
certainties and futility of the Articles of Confederation. Yet

nobody knew how successfully govemment would function

under an untried system, which was so new—new, not only

to America. So novel was this brand new note in government,
that it struck an unfamiliar chord in the civilized world.
•Read before the Society, April 24, 1937.
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RISE OP THE •DNITBD STATES CONSTmiTION

For the first time in history the people of a nation had

deliberately set about inventing a scheme for governing
themselves.

Today this method appears to be the most ordinary com

mon-place procedure. Everybody, organized to do any
thing at all, starts out with a constitution. Yet in 1787, this
was something of an original idea. Prior to the American

experiment all government had been the result of a slow
accumulation of customs, traditions, edicts, orders, and
charters; an evolution covering ages of time.

Perhaps, the nearest parallel to the work of the Consti
tutional Convention at Philadelphia which will occur to the

mind, is the Conference of the English Barons at Runnymede, nearly six centuries earlier; though, strictly speaking,
there was not a great similarity between the historic Magna
Charta, wrung from King John, and the United States Con
stitution, calmly agreed upon by the representatives of the
American people. At Runnymede, in the year 1215, the
Barons were not nearly so much concerned in obtaining

privileges and establishing rights for the common people,
as they were in fortifying themselves against a tyrannical
monarch who claimed their fealty in his personal wars.

While Magna Charta marked a crisis and began an

epoch in England, the adoption of the American Constitu
tion was the product of a desperate emergency in this
country, and it revealed an almost perfect form of govern
ment for a democracy, such as the world had never known.
We have been told that necessity is the mother of invention,

and, measured by American experience, that maxim has
been proven beyond cavil.
From a thinly settled country, whose very extent was

not accurately known; where savage Indians, and wild
beasts still roamed in the vast forests and endless plains,

there were gathered together, in the old State House in
Philadelphia, fifty-five men—"the finest minds and the
noblest characters which had ever appeared in the New

World," to quote De Tocqueville—who, with many misgiv
ings, abundant hopes, and with a wisdom never since
equalled, constructed an entirely new governmental ma-
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chine. Another novelty associated with the production was
that the plan thus adopted was designed for really popular
government. In 1787, there was no such government to be

found anywhere, if we except the tiny republics of Andorra
and San Marino, which it is needless to add did not furnish
the model for ours.

Was it not remarkable that a new theory of the state, of
sovereignty and of the people should find expression in this
country, whose inhabitants had been reared in European
traditions, and in whose daily life European customs were
the rule?

It would be, were it not for several reasons; and the
hi^ory of the original colonies furnishes data for all of them.

Efforts by the English to settle the New World, in the
beginning were dramatic, even tragic, failures; and it was
not until that inherent wish for liberty seemed possible
of achievement to the people of Western Europe that the
Atlantic seaboard began to be permanently settled. It is
true that the common people in Europe at the time were
not slaves; that they were wont to sing of their freedom,
although they had little voice in government; but in the one
universal urge of all hearts, the right of conscience and of

religious opinion, they were held in as firm bondage as if
they were shackled in chains.

Intolerance was practiced everywhere in the Europe of
the time. Usually there was a state church, or a state relig
ion; and fines, imprisonment, and confiscation were visited

upon the heads of all who attempted to practice any other.
To such conditions as these we owe the Puritans of New

England, and the Quakers of Pennsylvania, both of whom
sought patents or charters to lands in the New World,
where they might worship according to the dictates of
their hearts without serious interference from-the home

government. We should not hasten to the conclusion that, in

granting these charters and patents, England had exper
ienced a change of heart. What was done not only was lack
ing in any spirit of benevolence, or any feeling of commis
eration, but was the result of a well devised plan to im
prove the country's trade and commerce. As forthe non-con-
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forming sects, who wanted an asylum, the opinion was held
that England would be a quieter land without them. They
were regarded as a perennial source of trouble and dis
order.

Democracy implies freedom of conscience and opinion,
else it is something else; and it was in order to find a refuge

for opinion that the Puritans, having been abused in Eng

land, and finding a haven in Holland safe but unfavorable,
turned their eyes to the New World. With them they
brought a rude idea of government; sufficient for the rule
of a handful of experimenters, but not calculated for the
guidance of a growing community.
The Compact drawn up and signed on the Mayflower,

at Gape Cod, November 11, 1620, was what John Quincy
Adams regarded as "perhaps the only instance in human
history of the positive social compact, which speculative
philosophers have imagined as the only legitimate source of
government."

Certainly it was the prologue to the American Constitu
tion, for here, for the first time, we find the idea of all the
people forming a government for themselves. Its language
contained the statement: "we solemnly and mutually, in the

presence of God, and of one another, covenant and combine
ourselves together into a civil body politic for our better

ordering and preservation and futherence of the ends afore
said; and by virtue hereof, to enact, constitute, and frame,
such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions and
ofiices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the colony." The docu
ment is a very short one, and the quotation just given con
tains nearly half of its entire contents.
These first settlers in New England began by constitut

ing themselves communities around their church, or meet
ing, and at first the minster of the church was the head man
in the settlement. It will thus be seen that, contrary to the
rule elsewhere in the colonies in New England, government

started with the town meeting, and that means that they
had popular rule from the start.
The settlers found in the new land not only conditions to
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which they were unfamiliar, but a state of things which de
manded governmental machinery of a pattern hitherto un

known. While they fought off unfriendly Indians on one
hand, they developed a scheme for governing themselves
on the' Other. They were not outside the pale of English
law, which, naturally, was the law ofthe colony; but statutes
are only a part of government, and all the branches of rule

which were in control in the mother country could not be
transplanted without change.

If at first blush there does not appear to be any connec

tion between these experiences in early New England, and
the subsequently adopted Federal Constitution, the resem
blance will become more evident when it is shown that both

were the products of the necessity for types of govern
mental organization to fit unexampled conditions. The

American colonies were so remotely situated from England
that the opportunity for experiments in local government on
this side of the Atlantic, naturally, was facilitated with only
a slight chance of being seriously hampered, so long as
nothing too radical was proposed.

In 1639, the towns in the Connecticut Valley, which had
been founded by settlers who had treked from Massachu
setts, seceded from the latter and organized the Common
wealth of Connecticut by adopting the "Fundamental

Orders," which bear the date of January 14, 1638, Old
Style. These Fundamental Orders have been frequently re
ferred to as "the first in the series of written American Con

stitutions framed by the people for the people."
Although they were more comprehensive, and pene
trated deeper into the intricacies of government than had
the Mayflower Compact, the Fundamental Orders left a
great deal to be desired in what we look for in a constitu

tion. But their adoption was another milestone on the road

toward the eventual American Constitution. Being the pro
duct of a special convention; it is correct to say of them
that they formed the first constitution drawn up by an as
semblage of delegates. The people of Connecticut lived
under it for nearly two centuries, or until 1818, before they
found it advisable to amend it.
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It probably was owing: to the action of Connecticut that
Sir Harry Vane, the younger—a most tolerant man for his
times, who had been governor of Massachusetts—after he
returned to England proposed a written constitution for,
that country. This statesman, who loved liberty and could
not silently bow to intolerance, was the victim of his own
progressive views. He became unpopular in Massachusetts,
where intolerance was rampant, and had to return to his
native land. In England his views finally resulted in his
imprisoment in the Tower, where he became a victim of the
headman's axe.

In 1656, Sir Harry wrote a pamphlet which he entitled
"Healing Question." In this he insisted: "There must be a
new arrangement for the government of England, which
must no longer rest upon the mere will of the army or its

general;" and made the recommendation, "that a convention
be called for the drawing up of a written constitution." He
demanded that "a restraint be laid upon the supreme power

before it be erected in the form of a fundamental constitu
tion."

Then he outlined his proposal, asserting, "the most

natural way for which would seem to be by a general coun
cil or convention of faithful, honest and discerning men,
chosen for that purpose by the free consent of the whole

body. • ♦ ♦ By order from the present ruling power consid
ered as general of the army. Which convention is not prop

erly to exercise the legislative power but only to debate freely
and agree upon particulars that, by way of fundamental
constitutions, shall be laid and inviolably observed as the
conditions upon which the whole body so represented doth
consent to cast itself upon the civil and politic incorporation
* ♦ * which conditions so agreed will be without danger

of being broken or departed from, considering to what it is

they are conditions, to the nature of the convention wherein
they are made, which is to the people represented in their
highest state of sovereignty, as they have the sword, not
their hands, unsubjected unto the rules of civil government
to what themselves orderly assembled for that purpose, do
good think fit to make."
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There can be little doubt that Sir Harry's sojourn in
America had directed his thougrhts toward a written con
stitution for his native land; but it was a foregone conclu
sion that he would fail in his efforts to establish such an

idea in England, which to the present day speaks proudly
of its Constitution, but cannot produce one which an
American would recognize.
On May 19, 1643, the Commissioners of Massachusetts
Bay, Connecticut, and New Haven formed themselves into

a league, to , protect themselves against the agressions of
the Dutch and Indians; and the articles they framed are
said to have been, in part, suggested by the Confederacy of
the Low Countries. This Confederation, to which Plymouth
subsequently joined, refused admission to Rhode Island, al
though it was styled "The United Colonies of New England."
We find this act another step in the development that
finally took shape in the Constitution of the United States,
even if it was only a small influence. However,it was an
other indication that representative democracy was arising
in America, where, says Bluntschli, it was developed. The
great German professor of political sciences indicates rather
clearly that, as Athens was the model for the few. direct

democracies known to history, America was the originator
of representative democracy.
With the exception of New EJngland, where we find

early and groping attempts at constitution making, the
other British American colonies before the Revolution had

for their fundamental law only their charters; although
William Penn gave his Province of Pennsylvania a Frame
of Government, which was more in the nature of a charter

than of a pure constitution, for it was not the product of a
people or their chosen representatives.
For the American colonies to have some form of union

was, as we have seen in the New England Confederation,
one of the early trends, as soon as the settlers got their house
in order. In 1697, William Penn approached the Board of
Trade with a plan for a Union of the Colonies in America,
which, of course, was broader in scope than the New Eng
land scheme of half a century earlier.

RISE OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

119

Penn's plan was comprehensive and inclusive, inasmuch
as he proposed that all the colonies be thus joined. It was
not democratic, however, but provided that each colony
appoint two qualified representatives or deputies, who
together would "make a Congress of twenty persons," to use
Penn's own words. The general work of this congress was

to "hear and adjust all matters of complaint or diiference
between Province and Province."

He gives a few illustrations of just what he meant by
this devise. "First, where persons quit their own Province
and go to another, that they may avoid their just debts,
though they be able to pay them; secondly, where offenders
fly Justice, or Justice cannot well be had upon such offenders
in the Provinces that entertain them; thirdly, to prevent

or cure injuries in point of Commerce; fourth, to consider
ways and means to support the union and safety of these
Provinces against public enemies." The plan was stifled at
its birth by the crown.

The next suggestion of union, strangely enough, came
from the mother country. In 1753, the Lords of Trade,
whose principal duty was to keep the colonies as a market
for English manufactures and prevent them from compet
ing, fearing the encroachments of France, advised the Gov
ernors of all the Provinces to appoint delegates to a Con
gress, which body, subsequently, met in Albany. There, on
June 19, 1754, Franklin proposed a plan of Union of the
Colonies. His scheme was for "a general government to be
administered by a President-General and a Grand Council,
to be chosen by the representatives of the people of the
several colonies met in their respective assemblies."

But this plan came to nought. It served to please no
one. In England it was rejected, as has been said, because it
was too democratic; and in the colonies fault was found with
it because it had too much of the prerogative. The colonists

appeared to fear the President-General might become a
dictator, and they were jealous of their prerogatives. How
ever, the plan illustrates how the country was becoming
more and more constitution-minded; and more and more

feeling the call to union. Revolution or independance were

120 bulletin op HISTOBICAL society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

not yet thought of; but the people in the new country began
to feel that they were rapidly growing up and sought
authority to manage their own destiny, and there was an
undoubted consciousness of the necessity for union.
The Board of Trade was giving the subject a great deal
of attention, and was receptive of suggestions. Whether the
colonies could be held better by a union, or by keeping them
separate, was the question for which the Crown sought an
answer, of course in vain. They found democracy had
gained a root in the New World, and became convinced that
the colonials should be ruled by force rather than by any
form of conciliation; which history proves to have been a
fatal error.

The next ten years showed the program that had
been adopted by the crown to have been futile. Various
objectionable acts affecting the colonies drew forth deter

mined opposition from them, and led to the calling of the
first Continental Congress. From this representative body,
which sat in Philadelphia, came many protesting papers
and memorials, and finally, the long expected Declaration
of Independence. That marked the end of British rule in the

colonies, as the Declaration of Rights of 1765, and the NonImportation Agreement, of 1774, had foreshadowed the
result.

A Committee of the Continental Congress had been ap
pointed June 11, 1776, "to prepare and digest the form of a
confederation to be entered into between these colonies."

John Dickinson, who had been very able in the preparation
of earlier papers, wrote a plan, which was hot approved;
and, as the country was not yet definitely committed to in

dependence, the whole subject was dropped temporarily.
Once the die was cast, and the colonies declared them

selves independent, there was a general movement among
them to frame constitutions. As a matter of fact. New Hamp
shire had led the way before the Declaration was adopted,
with a constitution bearing the date January 5, 1776; and
two days before July 4th, of the same year. New Jersey
adopted a constitution. Virginia followed, on July 5; Mary
land, on August 14; Pennsylvania, on September 28, and
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North Carolina on December 18, 1776. Massachusetts did
not adopt a constitution until March 2,-1780; Vermont on

July 4, 1786; Georgia on May 6, 1789; and South Carolina,
on June 3, 1790. Rhode Island clung to its precious charter
that Charles n had granted, and Connecticut, as we have

seen, continued under its historic Fundamental Orders for
nearly half a century after the Declaration was adopted.
On July 12, 1776, roughly speaking a week after the
Declaration had been disposed of, the Continental Congress

reviewed the report of the Committee which had been ap

pointed to prepare a plan for the union of the colonies. The
subject was debated at intervals until November, 1777,
when the Articles of Confederation were agreed to. On

June 26, 1778, a form of ratification of these Articles, was
adopted, and sent to the States. The War probably inter
fered with rapid action and, also, the articles were not gen
erally approved. There did not appear to be any better plan

in prospect so the States fell into line and gradually rati
fied them. Maryland was the last to act upon them, and
signed on March 1, 1781. The following day Congress as
sembled for the first time under the Articles of Confedera
tion.

The new frame of union from the start, as opponents

had predicted, failed to give satisfaction, although John
Adams, writing in 1786, described the plan in action,
evidently with approval. He wrote:
"The people of America and their delegates in Congress were

of opinion that a single assembly was every way adequate to the
management of all their federal concerns; and with very good
reason, because Congress is not a legislative assembly nor a rep
resentative assembly, but only a diplomatic assembly. A single
council has been found to answer the purposes of Confederacies

very well. But in all such cases the deputies are responsible to the
States in their separate capacities; their authority is clearly ascer
tained, and the States in their separate capacities are the checks."

The result was a league of nations; and in recent years

we have had the spectacle of the impotence of such a body,
for it really has no power to enforce any act it passes.

122 bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Although the Colonies had individually assumed state
hood, they were individually weak, and they knew it. They
were virtually separate nations, with all the prejudices,
jealousies and selfishness which are inseparable from
nationality. Unlike the numerous nations in Europe, these
American peoples, enjoyed a common language and—save
for the Germans, Swedes and Dutch, in Pennsylvania, and
the Dutch in New York—were all of British ancestry. Other
wise they would not have been able to hold together and
navigate under the Articles of Confederation as long as
they did.

Men who had made some studies of government had
declared the new plan could lead to nothing but trouble;
and it did. With independence, some Americans had visions
of a new nation—^but actually there were thirteen; and
while, in the main, they had a common object in view, they
began to find themselves in each other's way of achieving
the happiness and security they had expected.
After two years of this, under a Congress which was
powerless to do anything but attend to its member States'
foreign affairs and try to adjust the differences between the
States as they arose, the idea that under a proper constitu
tion these thirteen weak commonwealths might become one
strong, vigorous nation—a united country instead of a mere
league—gained adherents. Sectional prejudices had to be
compromised and softened, and this, as experience had
shown, was not easily accomplished.
Among the philosophic minds which were showing con
cern for the success of the new plan, was a modest merchant
and economist of Philadelphia, Pelatiah Webster, who had
been a preacher in his native New England, and a school
master and merchant in Philadelphia. Under date of
February 16, 1783, he published anonymously, a pamphlet
entitled, "A Dissertation on the Political Union and Constitu

tion of the Thirteen United States of North America,
which is Necessary to their Preservation and Happir
ness."

In this carefully written and unpretentious work, Web
ster outlined a form of government which must have im-
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pressed every serious reader as revolutionary. It was very
diiferent in design and scope from anything to have been
found in any of the State Constitutions which had pre
ceded it.

He suggested a Congress consisting of two Houses which
should have ample authority for making laws "of general
necessity and utility/' and for enforcing them as well on
individuals as on States. He suggested heads of executive

departments and judges of law and chancery. He also
outlined three main branches of government:

Execu

tive, Legislative and Judicial. In other words, Webster had
invented governmental machinery that was new and repre
sentative in a democracy. There is no need to restate his

whole plan, which was a dissertation or discussion, intended
to awaken ideas and be altogether suggestive, rather than

offer any perfected system. Yet it was an inventibn and ex
plained how the Thirteen States might be welded into a
single democratic nation.
In the winter of 1785-86, it was noted that Congress fre

quently was without a quorum. Interest was failing, confi
dence in the form of government was weakening, and it was

generally recognized the Confederation was falling apart.
The Trade Convention held at Annapolis in September,

1786, urged a new convention to be called to meet at Phila
delphia, May 10, 1787.

On February 15,1787, the Committee on the State of the
Union reported to Congress that: "The States have failed to
come up to their requisitions. It is the instant duty of Con
gress to declare most explicitly that the crisis has arrived
when the people of the United States * * ♦ must speedily
decide whether they will support their rank as a nation."
That the state of the Union was precarious was generally

recognized. The need of a central government with ample
powers was admitted on all hands, and the newspapers
printed long essays on the subject, letters from their readers,
attempting to show just what was the matter. As usual in
such crises the critics did not agree.

Finally, on May 10, 1787, the Constitutional Convention
began its sessions at Philadelphia, and the seriousness of
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the situation may be imagined from the fact that for the

four months it was in session, the Convention sat behind
closed doors. Its debates were not reported in the news
papers, and Washington, who presided, and who was an

inveterate diarist, mentions nothing of the body's doings in
his otherwise meticulous journal.
It is rather curious, in view of the fact that the Conven

tion framed a Constitution that appears to have been an
extension of the suggestions of Webster's "Dissertation,"
that the author of that pamphlet seems never to have been
mentioned in connection with the document. Here was an

admitted invention, yet it had no Inventor; a wholly im
possible circumstance. Indeed, Webster was in his grave
one hundred and thirteen years before his name and his ser

vice were rescued from oblivion. In 1908, Hannis Taylor,
who had been United States Minister to Spain, succeeded in
interesting Congress to the extent of printing a Memorial of
Webster, whom Taylor styled, "Architect of the Constitu
tion."

Several great names have been mentioned as co-authors

of the Constitution, and undoubtedly they were responsible
for much of the wisdom contained in that paper, which is
of such an extraordinary character that it scarcely could be
assigned to one intellect.

But when, on September 17, 1787, the Convention had

adopted the Consititution and considered its work done.

Franklin prepared a speech, which James Wilson read, in
which he confessed there were several parts of the docu
ment of which he at the time did not approve, but that he
agreed to it with all its faults because he thought a General
Government necessary.
James Madison, in his Journal, relates that when the
members were signing the Constitution Franklin remarked

to a group about him that he had often, in the course of the
session, looked at the painting of a rising sun on the back of
the President's chair, without being able to tell whether it

was rising or setting. "But now," he added hopefully, "at
length, I have the happiness to know it is a rising, and not
a setting, sun."
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Franklin was not alone in feeling the Constitution was

not perfect. It required the active publicity of Hamilton,
Madison and Jay, who for a period deluged the newspapers
with their essays on various parts of the Constitution, under

the general heading "The Federalist," to gain rapidly
enough adherents to carry the ratification of the document.
It appears the framers of the Constitution were so intent
upon planning a system that they forgot one very essential.
There was virtually nothing stated definitely about the pre
servation of liberty, the guarantee of freedom of conscience,
and those rights Americans believe to be inherent and in
alienable. States were slow to ratify, largely on account of
this omission, which members of Congress admitted should
be inserted as quickly as possible after ratification. There
fore it was that, as soon as the First Congress of the United
States could take up the subject, they did present ten
Amendments to the Constitution which covered these points,
subjects which had been familiar to British law for a hun
dred years before, in what to this day England prizes as
the backbone of its Constitution. This was the historic Bill

of Rights, contained in the Act of Parliament of February,
1689.

These

ten

Amendments—with

the

Eleventh

and

Twelfth, which were declared in force, January 8, 1798,

and September 25, 1804, respectively—were not added to
until the Civil War. Changing conditions and the broader

outlook of the last quarter century have been responsible
for the increase in the number of Amendments to twenty-

one, the last repealing the Eighteenth, or Prohibition
Amendment.

And the end does not appear to have been reached, be
cause there always is talk of amending our fundamental
law whenever somebody wants to do something the Con
stitution would nullify, or expressly forbids. Some of us
think it is one of the safest charts to liberty in existence to

day, if observed intelligently, and in the right spirit.

Sketches of Some Early Settlers
of Montgomery County*
By Charles R. Roberts

A settlement that has always been interesting to me is
the settlement on the Skippack. It was an outgrowth of Germantown, and began in 1702. In 1698, Matthias Van Bebber
purchased 6,166 acres on the Skippack, which he patented

February 22, 1702. For the next half century it was known
as Bebber's township, or Bebber's town, a fact which has
caused some confusion among investigators. It appears to
have included the present Perkiomen township and a part
of Skippack township.^ Van Bebber began to colonize it,
chiefly with Mennonites.

The study of history is made interesting by studying the
people who made history. Genealogy is therefore a part of
the history of a country. Many of the Germans, Swiss and
Huguenot emigrants spent some time in the settlement on

the Skippack before moving on to the unoccupied and
fertile lands to the north. They travelled through the Per
kiomen valley to what is now Lehigh county and North
ampton county, but owing to the Scotch-Irish settlements,
the large Moravian tracts and the Proprietary Manor in
Northampton county, the greater number settled in what is
now Lehigh county. It is of the lives of a few of these
people that I wish to speak today.

On the 22/23 March, 1681, William Penn granted
2,500 acres to George Rogers, of Cork, Ireland. Rogers

*Read before the Society, November 20, 1926.

^ Bebber's township, which was very nearly square, included nearly
all of the present Skippack township, with perhaps the lower comer of
Perkiomen.—Ed.
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conveyed this land, August 1, 1683, to George Collet, of
Clonmel, Ireland, who by will, dated November 28, 1696,
bequeathed the same to his grandsons, Nathaniel and
Joseph Pennock. Nathaniel died intestate, and Joseph
became the heir-at-law.

On October 5, 1710, Joseph Pennock and his wife Mary
sold to Abraham Lefeber, of Bristol township, county of

Philadelphia, husbandman, for £80, a tract of 500 acres. In
1713, Abraham Lefeber*s name appears, as one of the
residents of Skippack and adjacent plantations, among the
signers of a petition, dated June 2d, for a road to Whitemarsh, "Wide Marsh," or Farmar's Mill.
On June 6, 1720, Abraham Lefeber, of the reputed
township of Bristol,^ and wife Mary, sold to Lorenz Switzer,
of the same place, for £14, 100 acres of this 500-acre tract.
Abraham Lefever, living in Skepack,® by will, dated
March 10, 1729/1730, and probated July 2, 1733, be

queaths to his daughters, Catharine Switzer and Elizabeth
Wink, each one shilling, and to his son, Johannes Lefever,
all his real and personal estate.
John Lefebre was naturalized in 1729. On February 6,
1734, he paid quit-rent for fifteen years on 500 acres in
Worcester township, and in that year he was taxed in
Worcester township. In 1728, we find his name, as an elder
of the Skippack Reformed Church, written Johannes
LeFevre.

On January 15, 1745, he received a patent from John,
Thomas and Richard Penn for a tract of 368 acres on

Tatamess creek, in Bucks county, at one shilling per hun
dred acres quit-rent. It adjoined Indian Tatamy's, William
Allen's, the Proprietaries' and Samuel Powel's lands, and
was situated east of Nazareth, in the present Northampton
county.

2 Bristol, or New Bristol, township, is now Worcester.—^Ed.
^Proper names appearing in old documents are often spelled in
various ways, hence the different forms of Lefeber and Skippack.
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Here he kept a tavern, and when Easton was laid out,
in 1750, by William Parsons and Nicholas Scull, they spent
ten days at Lefebre's tavern, described as being six milea
north of Easton, and the nearest tavern up the Bushkill on
the road to Wind Gap, and about one mile from Indian
Chief Tatamy's home. Their bill for food, lodging and slings
was £2-11-9. The workmen received 18 pence per day, and
boarded themselves.

A map of the Moravian property at Friedensthal, made
in 1755 by Golgowsky, shows its boundary on the east to be
Tatamy's land, and upon it is marked an old road to
Lefever's, and a new road to Lefever's, running east.

His petition, June 19, 1753, to the new Northampton
County Court, says, in part, "That your Petitioner's dwell
ing house is well situated for the entertainment of Travellers

in Porks of the Delaware township in this county and your
Petitioner having heretofore been licensed to keep a House
of Public Entertainment, Therefore humbly prays that Your
Worships will be pleased to grant him your Recommenda
tion to His Honour the Governor for his Licence to keep a
Public House or Tavern at his dwelling house aforesaid,
and your Petitioner as in duty bound shall ever Pray."
[signed] Johanes Lefeber.
In 1755, he was one of the trustees of the school house

erected in Easton for the education of the German children,
and to be used as a church by any Protestant minister. In
1764, he sold his tavern and land to his son-in-law, John
Van Eltten, for £500. Van Etten was the son of Jacob Van
Etten, of Bucks county, and a deed of 1767 mentions this

John Van Etten and Johannes Van Etten, of Delaware town
ship, as brothers, and sons of Jacob.
On January 2, 1762, John Lefeber and his wife Christina

granted to Philip Wentz, Peter Wentz, Jacob Weaver,
Phillip Spear and Henry Cunrad, of Worcester township,
and Jacob Reife, of Towamencin township, 155^ perches
of land for the use of the High Dutch Reformed or Pres
byterian congregation of the township of Worcester and
places near adjacent, already formed, and for a schoolhouse
and a

graveyard. John Wentz and his wife Elizabeth
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deeded a like amount of land. This church is now Wentz's
Church.

On April 2, 1774, Lefeber and his wife deeded to Jacob
Schneider, of Worcester township, for £900, 187 acres, part
of the land received from his father.

John Lefeber died early in 1779, while living with his
daughter, Mrs. Griesemer, in Hereford township, Berks
county. His will, dated October 28, 1778, probated Febru
ary 3, 1779, mentions his estate in Virginia and Pennsyl
vania. He and his wife Anna Christina had eleven children:

John; Henry; Abraham; Nicholas; Anna Catharine, wife
of Jacob Best; Margaret, wife of John Van Etten; Elizabeth,
wife of Leonard Griesmer; Susanna, wife of Gabriel Frey;

Isaac; Anna Mary, wife of Peter Moelich; and Christina,
wife of John Moelich.

Jacob Scheimer, bom in 1679, in the Rheinpfalz, came
to Germantown between 1700 and 1710. His name appears
in a memorandum among the Rittenhouse papers, in 1722,

in'Germantown, and in 1724 in a list of subscribers to meet
the expenses of a stone wall infrontof A'x'sBurying-ground,
at the upper end of Germantown. In 1725, his signature
appears on a. petition asking that the boundaries of Bob
ber's, or Skippack-and-Perkiomen township, be confirmed.
He married, first, Margaret, daughter of Heivert Papen
and Elizabeth Rittenhouse. Heivert Papen §ettled in Ger
mantown in 1685, and married Elizabeth, only daughter of
William Ruttinghuysen. He was a Quaker, and owned over
300 acres of land on the east side of Main Street, German-

town, adjoining his father-in-law's tract. He built a house
in 1689, demolished only about 1884. He died in 1708,
leaving five daughters.
William Ruttinghausen came from Broig, Holland. He
was the first American Mennonite bishop, and the great

grandfather of the astronomer David Rittenhouse.

He

established, in 1690, on the Wissahickon, the first paper
mill in America.

On March 5, 1728, Jacob Scheimer, of Bebber's town
ship, in the county of Philadelphia, yeoman, and Margaret,
his wife; Gerhard Brownback, of Vincent township, county
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of Chester, and wife Mary, and Christiana, als Styntie
Papen, spinster, children of Heivert Papen, granted" to
John Ashmead, blacksmith, of Germantown, for £56, 154
acres, which Heivert Papen, by his will dated January 30,
1708, had devised to his wife Elizabeth during her widow

hood, the remainder to be divided amongst his five daugh
ters, Sfyntie, Mary, Gertrude, Margaret and Elizabeth.

Elizabeth, the mother, had" died, and the daughter Eliza
beth, wife of Jan Jansen, and the daughter Gertrude, also
had died. Jacob Scheimer's wife died shortly after 1730.
He married again, and only the Christian name of his
second wife is known, which was Elizabeth.

He was naturalized in 1730, and prior to 1734 paid
quit-rent on 100 acres in Skippack. About 1740, he re
moved to what is now Northampton county (then Bucks)
near Redington, on the south side of the Lehigh river,
where he died in 1757. The children of his first marriage
\vere: Abraham, who married Lena Westbrook; Anthony;
Elizabeth, married a Mr. Vickerson; Mary, married
Michael Shoemaker;.Catharine, married a Mr. Young; and

Sarah. The children of the second marriage were: Jacob,
born at Skippack, June 4, 1734, married Rosina Seip;
Conrad; Samuel; Edward, born in February 28, 1741, near
Redington, married his brother Jacob's widow; Peter;
Isaac, born August 6, 1749, married Elizabeth Kichline;
and John, born about 1751, died before 1768.

Paul Fried, a Mennonite, married Elizabeth, daughter
of John StaufFer, of Alzheim, Switzerland, and came to
America in 1710. His name is signed to the petition of 1725,
and he was among those who paid quit-rents prior to 1734.
He was naturalized in 1729.'

Ludwig Knauss of Titelsheim, Wetteravia, near Manheim, Germany, emigrated in 1723, with his wife Anna
Margaret Goerlach and several children, and settled at
Whitemarsh. He was a deacon of the Skippack Reformed
Church from 1728 to 1739. His eldest son, John Henry, was
bom June 15, 1712, and died June 6, 1761. He married
Mary Catharine Roeder. The second son, Sebastian Henry
Knauss, was born October 6, 1714, and died February 26,
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1777, at Emaus, Lehigh county. He was a farmer and
wheelright, which trade he learned under the direction of
Henry Antes, of Frederick township. He became deeply
impressed with the teachings of Count Zinzendorf, left the
Reformed faith and joined what was then known as the

Society of Brethren, later Moravians. He was one of the
organizers of a Moravian congregation, and one of the
founders of the town of Emaus in 1747. He married Anna
Catharine Transue. The daughters of Ludwig Knauss were:

Eva, born at Titelsheim, August 11, 1719, married (1)
John Faaser, (2) Peter Lerch, (3) Andrew Eisenhard;
Mary Catharine, born at Whitemarsh, February 16, 1734,
married Andrew Giering; and Sophia, born at Whitemarsh,
November 28, 1737, married Ludwig Andres.
Gottfried and John George Knauss, of Whitehall town

ship, Lehigh county; Ludwig Knauss, of Easton; and Daniel
Knauss, of W«senberg township, who married Salome,
daughter of Dr. John Miller, were probably also sons of
Ludwig.

Ulrich Hartzel emigrated from Switzerland in 1732,
and settled on a tract of 150^ acres on Ridge Valley creek

in Upper Salford township. He was a member of the old
Goshenhoppen Reformed Church, "was bom August 20,
1705, and died February 11, 1771. He and his wife Anna
Margaret are buried near Tylersport. They had seven
children: Jacob, married Catharine Hartzel; George, born
1733, died 1795, married Mrs. Catharine (Hahn) Nyce;
Ulrich; Barbara, married Adam Smith; Henry; Mark, born
1746, died 1777, married Elizabeth Nyce; and Anna
Margaret.

John Jacob Schreiber was bom in Niederbronn, Alsace,

in 1699. In a record, written by himself, it is stated that he
married Anna Magdalena Roth on April 28, 1733, and
left Niederbronn on May 4, 1733. With his wife's brother,
he left Rotterdam on the ship "Hope," and arrived at

Philadelphia August 28, 1733. He resided in Skippack
several years, and in 1740 removed to Lehigh county, and
settled on a fine tract of 250 acres on the Lehigh river. The

Coplay Cement plant and the borough of Coplay now occu-
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py this tract. He died in 1750. He had three children: 1.

Philip Jacob Schreiber, bom at Skippack, June 13, 1735,
died April 5, 1813, married Catharine Elizabeth Kern. He
was a prosperous farmer, and had eleven children. 2. Cath

arine Maria Magdalena, bom at Skippack, January 6,1737,
married John Peter Troxell. In 1777, they removed to Mary
land, where she died March 9, 1806. 3. George Schreiber,
bora December 6, 1739, married Juliana Deshler. He was a

storekeeper at Allentown, where he died November 6, 1800,
leaving no children.

Daniel Roth, bom in Switzerland, came to America

August 28, 1733, and lived some time at Skippack. His
son, Hon. Peter Rhoads, was a Revolutionary patriot, legis
lator and judge, and was the writer's great-great-grandfather.
Andreas Oberbeck, from the Chur Paltzische, Ober Amt
Neu Stadt, arrived in America September 19, 1732 with his
wife Elizabeth and three children. His name appears as an
elder of the Skippack Reformed Church, from 1739 to 1744.
He removed to Nockamixon township, Bucks county, where
he died in 1765. His children were: George, bom in 1715,
died August 15, 1798; Magdalena, born March 16, 1720,

died July 4, 1803, married Valentine Uhler; and Philip
Jacob, born November 25, 1725, died December 18, 1781.
Peter Lauer paid quit-rent in Hanover township before
1734. He was a member of the Reformed Church at New
Goshenhoppen, and died in 1754. He and his wife Anna

Margaret had seven children: Peter; John; George; Anna
Elizabeth, wife of Theobald Mechlin; Anna Mary, wife of
Andrew Maurer; Mary Eva Holdeman; Anna Margaret,
bora 1728, wife of Anthony Lerch; and Catherine, wife of
Michael Shell. His daughter Anna Margaret and her hus
band Anthony Lerch, were administrators of his estate,
although they resided in Lower Saucon township, North-

hampton county, some distance away, where Anthony
Lerch was a prominent farmer. He was a member of the
County Committee of Observation in the Revolution.

The widow of his son, Peter Lerch, an ancestor of my
wife's, in her will directed that eating and drinking be pro
vided at her funeral, as is customary at other funerals.
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Dr. Christian Frederick Martin, born in Prussia, De
cember 22, 1727, came to America with Rev. Henry Melchior Miihlenberg, and settled at Trappe. He married Rosina
Barbara, daughter of Rev. Jacob Frederick Schertlin, a
Lutheran clergyman, and had children: Elizabeth, married
a Mr. Egner; Frederick, born November 25, 1754, whose
sponsors in baptism were Rev. H. M. Miihlenberg and wife;
Catharine Elizabeth, bom April 19, 1757; Wllhelmina
Frederica Barbara, born September 12, 1759, said to have
married a Mr. Hartzell; Christian Frederick, bora June 22,
1762; and Jacob Frederick Samuel, born September 21,
1764.

After the death of his wife. Dr. Martin married, Janu

ary 10, 1768, at Trappe, Miss Mary "Wilhelmina Miller. He
purchased a farm in Macungie township, Lehigh county,
and removed there and practiced medicine. He died
June 13, 1812. His children by the second marriage were:
Mary, bora December 18,1771, married John Dickenshied;
Andrew; Dr. Jacob; Dr. George; Dr. Peter; Dr. Charles
H.; and Anna C., wife of Peter Bright.
Dr. Martin educated his sons in medicine by lectures on

anatomy, illustrated by Eustache's plates, and others oh
surgery, obstetrics, practice, materia medica and botany.
At least twenty-five of his descendants became physicians.
Andrew Miller was a resident of Trappe, was born
April 12,1717, and died September 24, 1792. His tombstone
is the third from Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg's, at
Trappe. He was a bellowsmaker, and purchased 168 acres
in New Providence, in 1750. He married, February 5, 1747^
at Trappe, Anna Maria, daughter of Ludwig Ehewald, and
had children: Mary Wilhelmina, married Dr. Christian
Frederick Martin; Jacob; Joseph; John; Philip; Andrew;
George; David and Benjamin.
Henry Frey, who is said to have come to Pennsylvania
before William Penn, married, in 1692, in the new log
church in Germantown, Anna Catharine Levering, daugh
ter of Wigard Levering. He took up 250 acres of land in
Towamencin township, in 1712; and in 1716, 550 acres in
Frederick township. He gave 200 acres of the latter tract
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to his son Jacob, and 200 to his son William. Jacob Frey
married a daughter of Jean Bertolet, a Huguenot, who
came to Germantown in 1726.

A daughter of Henry Frey, Elizabeth, born in 1717,
married John Miller, who bought 125 acres in Frederick

township, in 1732, and is mentioned as a "practitioner of
medicine." Dr. Miller died September 16, 1755. His widow
died in 1758. .They had eleven children: Catharine, married
Henry Happel; Salome, married Daniel Knauss; Elizabeth,
married Jacob Eckel; John; Anna, married John Marburger; Joseph; Henry; Anna Maria, died in infancy;
Jacob; Philip and Christian.

General Thomas Craig, born October 26, 1739, was
commissioned Captain of a company in Colonel St. Clair's
battalion, January 5, 1776, and saw strenuous service in the

Canadian campaign. On September 7, 1776, he was pro
moted to Lieutenant-Colonel, and on August 1, 1777, to
Colonel of the Third Pennsylvania Regiment. He partici
pated in the battles of Germantown, Monmouth and Brandywine, and to use his own words, "served faithfully from
the commencement of the late war to the end of it." It is

said he was the first ofllcer to protect Continental Congress,
and the first to march to Canada. He retired January 1,
1783. In 1784 he was appointed associate judge, clerk of
courts and recorder, of Montgomery county, which position
he filled until 1789.

In 1798, he was commissioned Major-General of the
militia of the state, which position he filled until 1814.
Colonel Craig was at Valley Forge in the winter of 17771778, and it was through him that Mrs. Lydia Darrach
conveyed to Washington the warning of Howe's expected
attack at Whitemarsh. He died at Allentown, January 13,
1832, aged 92 years, and was buried with military and
Masonic honors. The procession marched to the cemetery
to the funeral strains of the Bethlehem band, the tolling of
bells and the firing of minute guns. After the ceremonies
were over, and the friends retired to the Lutheran church,

the Lehigh Artillerists fired four salutes over the grave,
and then marched to the church, where an impressive
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sermon was delivered by Rev. Joshua Yeager. The remains
were subsequently interred in Fairview cemetery. Colonel
Craig's certificate as a Scottish Rite thirty-second degree

Mason, signed at Jamaica in 1789, by Augustine Prevost, is
owned by the Masons of Allentown.

General Craig married Dorothy Breiner, and had six
children: Charles, bom September 20, 1793; Thomas, bom

1796; Eliza; Mary; Harriet and William. William Craig,
son of William, resides in New York City.

The Young Family and Merlon Square*
By Jambs K. Helms

It seldom happens that one is placed in touch with some
old family documents, which have been brought down
through a number of generations, but I having been long a
friend of the present generation of this family, they have
generously placed these records at my disposal for the
presentation of this paper.

The documents of the Young family of Merion Square,
which are referred to in this paper, are in the'possession of
Mrs. Ella Young Strawinski, wife of Dr. J. Frank Strawin-

ski, a leading druggist of this section, and the president of
the Wissahickon Business Men's Association.

Mrs. Strawinski is the daughter of Dr. Charles L. Young,
who died on December 1, 1897. The following notice ap
peared in a local paper after his death:
"Charles L. Young, a •well-known
at his home, on the comer of Terrace
of paralysis. Mr. Young was bom
county, in February, 1844, and was

druggist, died yesterday morning
and Hermit Streets, Wissahickon,
at Merion Square, Montgomery
a son of Thomas L. Young, for

many years the proprietor of the Belmont Cottage Hotel, near the west
end of Columbia Bridge, on the site now occupied by the Belmont
Pumping Station. Charles's grandfather was an officer under General
Wayne in the Revolutionary War."

After receiving an education in the public schools, in
this city, Charles learned the drug business by serving an
apprenticeship under the late Dr. Harry N. Uhler, at Manayunk. He continued with Dr. 'Uhler until 1873, when he
established:
"THE FIRST DRUG STORE IN WISSAHICKON"

•Read before the Society, April 30, 1927.
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The father of Charles Llewellyn Young, Thomas L.

Young, was born near "White Hall," Lower Merion town

ship, in 1742. His grandfather was Captain John Young, a
faithful soldier of the Revolution, who died in Lower

Merion, August 19, 1822, in the 81st year of his age, and
was buried at the Lower Merion Baptist Church. He was
married to his second wife, Elizabeth Llewellyn, daughter

of John Llewellyn, and granddaughter of Griffith Llewellyn,
of Lower Merion, in 1783. As a husband, he was exceedingly
kind and affectionate to his family, ever willing to serve

others, without regard to his own interest, genial and soci
able with all. He died universally respected by all who knew
him. He was Thomas L. Young's father.

John Llewellyn, son of Griffith Llewellyn, and grand
father of Thomas L. Young, died in Lower Merion, 1786.

As a man, he was intelligent and open hearted—as a hus
band and a father, gentle, indulgent and affectionate—as

a citizen, public-spirited and energetic—while as a Chris
tian, his life was earnest and exemplary. He was buried in
the Friend's Burial Ground in Delaware county, Pa. (He
was born in Lower Merion, 1719.)

Griffith Llewellyn, great-grandfather of Thomas L.
Young, died in Lower Merion, 1750. His will was recorded
in the Register's office, Philadelphia, June, 1750. He was a
mative of Wales. About the year 1690, he and his brothers,
Morris and David, left that place, and came direct to Phila

delphia. They each took up a large tract of land in Lower
Merion, Montgomery county. They were Quakers, and as
sisted in building the BYiends' Meeting House, near the
General Wayne Hotel, Lower Merion, in 1695. They were

gentlemen of intelligence and education. Griffith Llewellyn
was Associate Judge of the County of Philadelphia for
many years. He was interred in the Friends' Burial Ground,
Delaware county.

"Egbert's Store" was formerly a store and tavern built
by Helmbolt (date on upper comer of house). He called
the place "ROBIN HOOD—THE FIRST." In 1799, during
the administration of John Adams, rigid taxation was en

forced on panes of glass, chimneys, flues, etc. Judge Jones,
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living in a large house, removed every pane of glass from
the windows, and boarded them up. The citizens of the
township raised a liberty pole, where the pump at Merion

Square Tavern now stands, and placed a board on top of it,
with the following inscription:
"CONSTITUTION SACRED, NO GAG LAWS,
LIBERTY OR DEATH!"

Captain John Young, Morris Llewellyn, Samuel Young
and Helmbolt, the builder of the tavern, were ringleaders.
Captain McKean, son of Governor McKean, was cap
tain of a troop of horse, at that time in the city of Phila
delphia, and on learning of the raising of the pole, marched

out with some 15 or 20 men, and in coming up to the pole,
demanded what that meant. Helmbolt said: "
However, they got Helmbolt to strike the first

blow towards cutting it down, and took the pole with them
to the city.

In the meantime, some of the officers of the city went to
Pottsgrove, and seized a pole there also—and one of the
ringleaders at that place, handcuffed, was marched to the

city, but at Pottsgrove, their efforts were baffled by an old
woman, who put a pole on top of her chimney.

The father of Captain John Young was William Young,
who left Ireland for this country, and settled in Lower
Merion, where John Young was bom in 1742. The first

wife of John Young was Eliza Taylor, sister of John Taylor,
William Taylor's grandfather—^and upon her death, he
married Elizabeth Llewellyn, as previously stated.

Captain John Young was a life-long Democrat, but his
father was an ardent Whig. His wife was a Welsh lady.
William Young, though a staunch Whig, signed the peti
tions for pardon for Abraham Carlisle, and John Roberts,
miller, whose residence was in Lower Merion, who, during
the War of the Revolution, were convicted of treason, and
hung at Bush Hill, Philadelphia, November 4, 1778. Captain
Young always contended "that the evidence against these
unfortunate men was weak, and that mercy should have
been extended to them by a reprieve or pardon."
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"It is a mistaken idea entertained by many of the Young

family, that on his famous retreat from Barren Hill, Gen
eral Lafayette crossed the river at Young's ford. It is
scarcely necessary to say that General Lafayette did not
cross the river at Young's ford. History does not say so.
Had he retreated in that direction his destruction would
have been inevitable." "Lafayette crossed the river at

Matson's ford, about two miles above Young's ford, and
that much nearer to Valley Forge" (Marshall).

The Young family historian, you will readily under
stand, was Thomas Llewellyn Young, and from the fore
going biographies, we can easily see that the Young and
Llewellyn families were closely related by marriage and
friendships of long standing. This will have direct bearing
on the following story, found among the old papers, badly
torn, and only with difficulty deciphered, and which was no
doubt, told to Thomas L. Young by his father. Captain
John Young.
"John Llewellyn, a Captain of the Norristown Rifles, was encamped
at the old Water Works, near new jail. From there they went to Bush
Hill, and were ordered from there to Dupont. On the way through
Darby, they suffered for want of water; the people along the route,
principally Tories, had in many instances cut the water pipes, but it
having rained during their march, they took their tin cups, and drank
it out of the gutters, as they trod along the road.

"When they left Dupont, and were on their way home, some of
them were with a wagon containing a keg of powder. Samuel Llewellyn
was seated on the keg, and Davis was smoking a pipe nearby; some of
the powder had got on the head of the keg, when a spark of Davis's
pipe set fire to the powder, and sent Samuel sailing through the air.
One side of his face was badly burned, but through the skill of Dr.
Henderson, he got well, and lived for several years afterwards. William
Miller, drummer, and John Stillwagon, of Captain Holgate's Company,
were at the same camp with John Llewellyn."

Through the courtesy of Mrs. Ella Young Strawinski,
we are permitted today to see the following documents and
papers, which have been continuously in her family from
the date of issue:

Letter of May 3, 1837, from Thomas L. Young, in Cin
cinnati to his Mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Young,
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Article written by Thomas L. Young in Merion Square,
August 30, 1867.

Love poem written from Spring Mill Ferry, by Mary
Ann Harvey, Jan. 20, 1835

Old agreement for a Welsh Main to be fought.

Letter of July 2, 1837, from Thomas Young, to his
mother, from Indianapolis.

Letter of October 3, 1842, from J. W. Anderson to
Thomas L. Young.

Pass at Yorktown, Va., during Civil War, for Edward
Sullivan, dated October 14, 1862.

Bill of William Farr, dated 1773, to John Young.
Two letters from Timothy Matlack to John Young, one
dated December 22, 1802, the other dated, March 15, 1803.
Letter of David Young, dated August 29, 1777.

Note—^In connection with Mr. Helms' paper, the reader will find

interesting data on the Llewellyn family of Lower Merlon township,
Montgomery county, in the published Sketches of this Society, as fol
lows: in Volume VII, a paper by Morris Llewellyn Cooke, entitled,
"Morris Llewellyn of Haverford, 1647-1730"; and in Volume III, one by
S. Gordon Smyth, entitled, "The Land of the Llewellyn and Camp
• Discharge."

In "Rural Pennsylvania," by Rev. S. P. Hotchkin, M.A. (Phila.:
Geo. W. Jacobs & Co., 1897), there is a view of the old Llewellyn house,
built 1716, enlarged 17B0, a reproduction of which forms the frontis

piece of this number of the Bulletin. The description says, "The cellar
walls are of huge rocks, plastered, and the house walls are of flint stone

about three feet thick. The woodwork, which is fairly well preserved,
is of chestnut and oak, the doors being of unusual thickness, and the
windows being square, with small panes of glass."—^Ed.

Report of Recording Secretary
George K. Brecht

The regular spring meeting of the Society was held in Historical
Hall on April 24, 1937, with sessions in the forenoon and the afternoon.
In the reports by officers Miss Ella Slingluff, Corresponding Secre

tary, mentioned the fact of the decease of two prominent members:
Hon. Charles Johnson, who had been prominent in county politics and
who had held the offices of Secretary of the Commonwealth and Secre
tary of Revenue of Pennsylvania, and Emeline Henry Hooven, a member
of the Montgomery County Bar, who had been active in civic, patriotic
and social lines.

The President spoke of a communication from Norris D. "Wright,
urging action in effecting the erection of the marker at the site of the
David Rittenhouse former home on the Germantown pike in East Nor-

riton township, the premises now owned by Herbert T. Ballard. The
President also stated that the needed repairs will be made to the Gen.
Winfield S. Hancock tomb in Montgomery Cemetery, Norristown; that
some voluntary donations have already been received and it is believed
sufficient funds will be contributed for both the Rittenhouse and the

Hancock matters. Mr. Fegley also named the persons appointed to serve
on the different committees during the ensuing year.

The Publication Committee reported that the second number of the
Bulletin had been published and sent to the members of the Society.
This publication goes free to the members.
It was directed that a committee of the Society be appointed to
work with Town Council Committee of Norristown, if desired by the

latter, in connection with the celebration of the 125th anniversary of
the incorporation of the Borough of Norristown and the 150th anni
versary of the adoption of the constitution of the "CJnited States.

The following papers constituted a part of the program of the day:
"Dr. Hiram Corson," prepared and read by Miss Nancy Cresson;
"Outstanding Women of Montgomery County," prepared and read
by Miss Ella Slingluff;
"The Hornet's Nest of the American Revolution and General
Francis Nash," by Charles S. Mann;
"Rise of the "United States Constitution," by Joseph Jackson.
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Mrs. Molony, chairman of the High School Essay Contest com
mittee, in her report showed that twenty-six high schools of the County
participated in the contest and that with the permission of the President
and the Society the winners will read their papers before the Society.
They were as follows:

"The Forgotten Mines," by Fred R. Webster, of the Conshohocken
High School, who was awarded the first prize of $10 contrib
uted by Herbert Heebner Smith;

"Thomas Hovenden," by Richard Wells, Jr., of the Conshohocken
High School, who was awarded the second prize of $6 con
tributed by Nelson P. Fegley.

"John James Audubon," by Ammon Kershner, of the Norristown
High School, who was given first honorable mention.

"We are Seven," by Eleanor Jacobson, of Springfield Township
High School, who was given second honorable mention.

Report of Corresponding Secretary
Miss Ella Slinglupf

DEATHS

Miss Emeline Henry Hooven

March 16,1937

Hon. Charles Johnson

April 11,1987

Mr. W. H. Richardson

April 26,1937

Dr. Samuel Wolf

May 1,1937

NEW MEMBERS

Mr. Lloyd A. Moll

April 24,1937

Dr. W. F. Lutz

April 24,1937

Miss Elsie Edwards

April 24, 1937

Miss Florence Knapp

April 24, 1937

Mr. Arthur D. Graeflf

April 24,1937

Mr. Horace K. Subers

April 24,1937
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Report of the Librarian
The librarian is glad to report an increasing use of the library by
members and outsiders during the summer. Over one hundred names

appear on the Register of Users of the Library. This does not represent
the total number of those who have found our books and manuscripts
useful, as many persons come back several times and others fail to
register.
The following books and manuscript collections have been added
to the library since the last meeting: The Buyers Book, 1702-1913;
Landis-Landes-Lantis Family Reunion Reports; Dr. Bodo Otto and the
Medical Background of the American Revolution; Day by Day Record
of the American Army's Encampment at Whitemarsh, Pa., Nov. 2 until
Dec. 11, 1777; Excerpts—DeHaven Family Material; Family Charts of
the Erdman and Hartzel families, and Lycoming Historical Society

Reports. A collection of papers relating to the Fox Chase and Hunting
don Turnpike Road, and a number of almanacs have also been received.

As a part of the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the

Signing of the Constitution, the Society has procured facsimile copies
of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, with portraits
of all the Signers of the Constitution, the whole mounted in a suitable
shrine. This is the output of the United States Government. It has

aroused much interest among our visitors, and should be a lasting
inspiration.

A number of curios have also been received, a full list of which
appears in the local paper.
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The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for its
object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical
research has been materially aided in the past by donations
of famUy, church and graveyard records; letters, diaries
and other manuscript material. Valuable hies of newspapers
have also been contributed. This public-spirited support has
been highly appreciated and is earnestly desired for the
future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested per
sons, whether residents of the county or not, and all such
persons are invited to have their names proposed at any
meeting. The annual dues are $2.00; life membership,
$50.00. Every member is entitled to a copy of each issue of
The Bulletin free.

Historical Hall, 18 East Penn Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 to 12 A.M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted
during these hours, but no book may be taken from the
building.

To Our FrieTuis
Our Society needs funds for the furthering of its work, its expan
sion, its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through
bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their estates.
Tho Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to
meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the making
of wills:

I

HEREBY

GIVE

AND

BEQUEATH

TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OF
DOLLARS ($

)

