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Some Reminiscences of Dr. Hiram Corson, of

Plymouth Meeting, Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania*
By Isaac Roberts^

"The memory of the just is blessed," and no apology is
required for the effort to gather together and treasure the
memories of a great character such as was the subject of
this sketch, Dr. Hiram Corson, of Plymouth Meeting, Mont
gomery County, Pennsylvania, a man whose life was de
voted to good works and great reforms, and who, with God's
blessing, wrought valiant service in the cause of human prog
ress. But a few words explaining why the present writer
should attempt to help in the work of treasuring up such
memories may not be out of place.
Hiram Corson lost his mother by death when he was only
six years old, in 1810. In his sketch of his own life, pub
lished as part of "The Corson Family," he says, referring to
this loss, "but I received almost a mother's care from my
two sisters, Mary and Sarah, who were respectively twelve
and eleven years my seniors." His sister Mary was the oldest
daughter in his father's family, and married Charles Adamson in 1819. They made their home at the "Corner Store,"
near Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, where Charles Adamson
kept the store for many years.
My own grandfather, John Roberts, died in 1825, leav
ing my grandmother with a family of nine children, my
father being Uien eleven years old. As soon as he was
thought old enough to leave home, no doubt when he was
*Read before the Society, November 20, 1937.
^ Mr. Roberts, formerly of Norristown and Conshohocken, and now a
resident of Brooklyn, New York, is the only surviving charter member of
the Historical Society of Montgomery County.
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15 or 16 years old, a place was found for him to leam the
business in the "Corner Store," and he became a member of
the household of Charles and Mary .(Corspn)- Adamspn.
Their oldest son, Thomas Adamson, who was for many years
in the ^Consular Service of the United States Government,

once told me that he and my father were like two brothers
in that family, and that he always looked upon my father
as his older brother. Thomas Adamson of course called

Hiram Corson his Uncle Hiram; and it was but natural that
my father, a member of that family, should almost feel the
same degree of relationship. My father remained at the
"Corner Store" for several years, and he and my mother
always maintained the most intimate and affectionate
friendship M^ith Charles and Mary (Corson) Adamson. My
younger brother, Charlie, whom some of my hearers no
doubt remember, was named Charles Adamson Roberts;
and all my brothers and sisters always spoke of the heads
of the Adamson family as "Uncle Charles" and "Aunt

Mary.",

Besides the above reason of intimate friendship, I had
always regarded Dr. Hiram Corson with feelings of deepest
respect. While I lived in Norristown I did not see him very

frequently, but after I moved to Conshohocken I saw him
much oftener. He honored the bank in that town, with which
I was then connected, with an account, and whenever he
called there on business we would generally find time for a
little friendly visit.
One of the first stories that I ever heard about Dr. Hiram

was connected with national politics, and nothing less than
the nomination by the Republican party for the presidency
in 1860. His next younger brother, William, born in 1806,
was also a physician, being located in Norristown, Pennsyl
vania, with his office on Main street below DeKalb. .They

were both Republicans, as were also all the members of the
Corson family. When the Republican party at its convention
in Chicago in June, 1860, nominated Abraham Lincoln for
president, this nomination caused a good deal of dissatis
faction among members of the party in the East, where the
feeling was very strong in favor of William H. Seward, of
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New York, and where Lincoln was not well known., One
day when the two brothers, Dr. Hiram and Dr. William,
met at the office of the latter the talk soon turned to politics,
and Dr. William expressed his displeasure that Seward had
not been nominated. "Well," said Dr. Hiram in reply, "I
was in favor of Seward, too, but I have just read. Lincoln's
great speech in the Cooper Union, New York, last February,
and I tell thee, William, any man who can make a speech
like that is good enough for me." No doubt there were
thousands of short talks like that during the campaign,
based upon Lincoln's Cooper Union speech, and these talks
helped to bring about his election.
To those who are interested in the personal appearance
of those of whom'they read or hear, it may be said that Dr.
Corson was of medium height, of slight but compact build,
and of very quick, active movements in getting about. As
an illustration of how he retained his power of quick motion
until his last years, I recall that one day after he had called
at the bank I noticed that he had gotten into his buggy with
out untying his horse. So I called to the bank watchman,
who was standing at one of the high, front windows, "Con
rad, run out and untie the doctor's horse. He's gotten into his
buggy without untying him." The watchman started at once,
but before he could get to the curb the doctor had realized
his forgetfulness, was out of his buggy, and at his horse's
head. He did the untying himself. At that time he was nearly
or quite ninety years of age.
He was one of the honored guests at my wedding, and I
remember well that when my wife and I told him how glad
we were to see him there, he said: "Well, I suppose if I had
paid attention to every little twinge of rheumatism that I
feel, I wouldn't have been here. But I wanted to come, and
so I'm here." My wife and I thought that was the nicest
thing he could have said: he wanted to come, and so he was
there.

In spite of his usual good health, on one occasion he gave
me one of the scares of my life. It was a warm summer day,
and I had just waited on him in the bank, when he came
back to the counter and placing one hand high up against
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the partition and leaning on it, he said: "Has thee any icewater handy? Will thee let me have some?"—ran to the
water cooler in the rear of the room, and, being in a hurry,
for I saw that something serious had happened, I filled the
glass only half full and hurried it to him. He drank it at
once; then handed the glass back, saying: "Hasn't thee
plenty? Fill it up full." I ran back to the cooler, filled the

glass, and hurried it to him. He emptied it quickly, retained
his position for a minute or two, and then said in his usual
voice: 'It's all right now. My pulse was up to about ninetyfive a minute ago; it's back to 70 or 72 now. I'm all right
again." I asked him if he would not go back into the directors'
room, and rest a while, but he declined, and went on his way.
It was said that he had been subject to such sudden
attacks of palpitation of the heart for many years (some
said for as many as fifty years past, but as to that, I do not
know). Being a physician, he knew just what to do when
the attacks came on. A story was told concerning them that
on one occasion when he was attending a large reception he

. was suddenly seized by such an attack, and noticing that all
the lounges and sofas in the room were occupied, he quietly
lay down on the floor, and rested there until the attack had
passed. I was not present at the reception, so cannot tell this
from having seen it, but I have heard the story, and know
ing of the quick resourcefulness of the chief actor in it, I
find no diificulty in believing that it is true.
On one occasion our talk turned on the best method of

undertaking reform work, and Dr. Corson was so good as
to tell me of the method he had finally adopted after some
years of experience. This revealing of the method of work
finally adopted by one who attempted great reform move
ments, and who was unusually successful in accomplishing
what he undertook, will have, I trust, real value for those
who may feel themselves called to undertake somewhat
similar work in the future. As near as I can recall his words,
he said:

"When I first began to do work of this kind I would out. line what I had in mind, write it out, and then write to three
or four friends, in whose judgment I had great confidence,
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tell them what I thought of doing and ask their opinion of
it. In two or three days I would receive a reply from the
nearest friend, saying that he thought my "general" idea
was very good, hut—. Then he would go on and express two
or three objections, either to the plan itself or my intended
methods of work. The following day I would get another
reply in which my friend would say that the work you have
in mind is excellent, and is greatly needed, hut—. Then he, too,
would recount several defects in my plan or my methods of
work. The next day or two would bring in one or two more
of these 'but' letters, and by the time I had received three of
them, I would feel utterly discouraged, being convinced by
my good friends that my plan or methods were very defec
tive, and so I would give up what I had thought of doing. So
for some years past I have entirely changed my way of
working in any reform I have thought of. I first examine the
matter fully and assure myself that the work I have in mind
is right and needs to be done. When these two points are
settled, then I start to do it. I write a letter to the press,
presenting the whole matter and inviting co-operation; or
I call a public meeting, inviting those in favor of the move
ment to attend and lend a helping hand. In this way I avoid
those 'but' letters and their discouragement. I am fully con
vinced that this latter way is the right way to work. Start
the work yourself, and those who also wish it done will flock
to you and help accomplish it."
I think that all of us who believe in the force of the old

adage, "Be sure you are right, and then go ahead," will
agree that the doctor was right.
It is interesting to note, in this connection, the two lines
of work which Dr. Corson considered the great work of his
life. In his admirable book, "The Corson Family," one of the
finest pieces of genealogical work ever written, he says, in
treating of his own life:
"My efforts—successful ones—to have women physi
cians recognized by the medical profession, and to procure
a law to have the female insane, in all hospitals for the in

sane in Pennsylvania, cared for medically and otherwise, by
female physicians, I regard as my great work."
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These two are undoubtedly great and enduring reforms,
and their accomplishment is due chiefly to the efforts of Dr.

Hiram Corson. The Montgomery County Medical Society
deserves the credit of having been the first medical society
to adopt a resolution, introduced by him, in favor of the full
recognition of female physicians. This action was taken in
May, 1860,
But these two great reforms were not the only ones in
which Dr. Corson was interested. He was an ardent worker

in the Anti-Slavery movement, and after that had been ac
complished by the adoption of the amendment to the Con
stitution abolishing slavery, he became interested in the
great Temperance Reform.

In connection with work in the Anti-Slavery movement
he wrote a pamphlet, dealing chiefly with its active workers
in southeastern Pennsylvania. This required considerable
research, and he once told me that his investigations showed
that nearly all those connected with this movement as active
workers were either members of the Society of Friends or
very close to it by relationship or community of ideas.

My father was an active participant in Anti-Slavery
work, being a station-master on the Underground Railroad,
as it was called. Knowing this, Dr. Hiram, on one of his
visits to the bank, asked me, "Did thee ever know that thy
father kept Parker, the chief actor in the Christiana Riots
and then a fugitive slave, for a week or more in the base

ment of the old paint-shop, and then helped forward him
to Canada?" I told him, "No; I never heard anything about
it." The doctor assured me that he had this on good author
ity. The Christiana Riots took place early in September,
1851, and resulted from an attempt to enforce the Fugitive

Slave law, which had been adopted by Congress the pre
vious year. A slave-holder by the name of Gorsuch, living in
northern Maryland, came to Philadelphia, secured the aid
of the United States marshall, and proceeded to Christiana,
Lancaster county, for the purpose of seizing several fugitive
slaves who had escaped several years before, and who were
living in a little stone house near Christiana. The leading
figure among these fugitives was one Parker, a powerfully
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built negro, who had repeatedly declared that he would
never be taken alive and returned to slavery. Gorsuch, with
his son and a party of United States officers, made an attack
on the little house where the former slaves lived, very early
in the morning. They were repulsed, Gorsuch was killed
and his son badly wounded. Parker had a pistol, and it was
charged that a shot from this had killed the elder Gorsuch.
Many years after his escape Parker wrote an account of
the affray, which was published in the "Atlantic Monthly."
In this he referred to the kindness of "friends in Norris-

town." As one of the usual routes of fugitive slaves arriving
through the southern part of Chester county was by way of
Phoenixville and Norristown to Buckingham and the northern
end of Bucks county to Stroudsburg, and so on toward Canada,
there can be little doubt that he passed through Norristown.
I remember very well the old "paint-shop," to which Dr.
Hiram referred as the hiding-place where my father kept
Parker hidden for a week or more. It was on the southeast

side of Church street, between Marshall and Chestnut
streets. Its big basement cellar made a good place for the
fugitive slaves, and also a fine playground for the boys of
the neighborhood. It finally went up in flame and smoke one
night, making a splendid blaze because of its paint-soaked
floors. It was a good thing for the town that there was but
little wind that night; otherwise a good part of the town
might hav.e also gone up in smoke and flame because of the
central location of the old building.
The attitude of Dr. Corson toward his profession was
very interesting. It seemed to have been that of "trying all
things and holding fast to that which was good." He was
one of the first to adopt and use the new ice treatment, and
also to allow children ill with measles to drink water freely.
The old treatment forbade the use of water, thus causing
intense suffering from thirst. Dr. Hiram was a leader in
employing the more humane treatment. At the same time
he protested at times against new methods, if he thought
old methods were better. He was in active practice for sixty
years (from 1828 to 1888) and in all that time he had practiced
blood-letting in cases of pneumonia, pleurisy and febrile dis-

154

bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

eases, and strongly advocated this method of treatment. In
1892, when 88 years of age, he was invited to read a paper

on this subject by the Philadelphia Medical Society. He pre
pared the paper, but as he was unable to attend the meet
ing because of illness, it was ably presented by his greatnephew, Dr. George N. Highley, of Conshohocken, Pennsyl
vania, who also took part in the discussion which followed.
Dr. Corson later had this paper printed in pamphlet form.
I recall that in telling me about it and his life-long contro
versy with many members of his profession on the subject
of blood-letting, he instanced the case of Dr. Ezra Michener,
of Chester county, Pennsylvania, who when over ninety
years of age suffered a severe attack of pneumonia. The old
doctor requested that he be bled. The attending physician
demurred, telling the old man that he had no blood to spare
because of his age, and refused to take the risk. "I insist
upon it," said the old doctor, "and I will take all the risk."
The attending physician then did as he was requested, and
the old doctor made a quick recovery, living for several
years thereafter.
Dr. Corson had a keen sense of humor, and would often
lighten up his conversation by touches of it, enjoying it even
when turned upon himself. I recall that in one of our talks

we touched upon the subject of longevity in certain families,
and he cited his own, saying that of the eleven children of
his father and mother, with the exception of three who died
when quite young, all the rest lived to be over fifty, while
one had lived past 75 years, two past 80, and two past 90.
I asked him to what he attributed such power to attain great
age. To this he replied, "Well, there were several reasons
for it. In the first place we all inherited strong constitutions
from our parents. In the second place we did not injure our
selves by dissipation of any kind, did not hurt ourselves by
irregular habits or drinking alcoholic drinks, and then there
was a third reason which I suppose that I, a physician,
should hardly mention—we, none of us, took much medi
cine." As he mentioned this last point, one could see the
twinkle in his eye, showing his enjoyment of this little thrust
at his own honored profession.
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To his interest in the two great advance movements in
the status of women physicians, which Dr. Corson regarded

as his Neatest work, there should be added his aid in open
ing the doors of his profession to women students. His niece,
Sarah R. Adamson, was one of the earliest graduated in
medicine in this country, receiving her degree from the Cen
tral Medical College in Rochester, N. Y., in 1851, only two
years after Elizabeth Blackwell had begun to practice, in
1849. In connection with Dr. Corson's interest in the Tem

perance movement, I recall a largely-attended Temperance
meeting held in Music Hall, Norristown, on a Sunday after
noon when he must have been about eighty years of age, at
which he was the leading speaker. In his address he made
the statement that there was no absolute necessity for the
use of alcohol in the practice of medicine, and that there
were other well-known agents that could be used without
any danger of fastening a, destructive habit upon the pa
tient. I remember thinking at the time that this was a very
advanced or even radical statement for any one to make,
but I also recall my conviction that if Dr. Hiram Corson
made it, then it must be the truth.
As an illustration of how medical treatment has devel

oped since the early days of his practice—say in 1830 to
1840—^I recall that on one occasion he told me how, while
he was quite a young practitioner, he was called in by a
mother to attend her son, ill with a fever. He found the
young man in a room in which the window was closed, and
the shutters barred, the air in the room being foul and un
pleasant. Before he even looked at the patient the doctor
went to the window, threw that up, unbarred the shutters
and threw them wide open, letting in a flood of fresh air and
sunshine. The mother ran behind him, crying out that he
would kill her boy. Having taken these first steps in helping
nature to restore his patient, he proceeded to examine and
prescribe for him, and in a few days the young man made a
good recovery. The old treatment of hot drinks and no fresh
air for fever patients, aside from its barbarity, almost fore
doomed the patient to death.
To the other reforms already mentioned should be added
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Dr. Corson's interest in the Woman Suffrage movement,
which he aided by voice and pen for many years. This was
not successful in his lifetime, but he greatly aided its for
ward progress. He had seen full manhood suffrage granted
to the former slaves after the Civil War, but full suffrage
was not granted the American women until nearly sixty
years later, in 1920.
In telling of a life devoted to good works, to great
humanitarian advance movements that brought aid and com
fort and a more abundant life to millions of human beings,
what may we say of the religious faith which forms part of
such a life? In one of his poems Whittier refers to one who
testing his life
"By faith, not sight,
Held word and deed to the Inner Light,
The round of his daily duties walked.
And tried to live what the others talked."

Dr. Hiram seems to have been, like Lincoln, one who never
attached himself to any particular household of faith—:
partly, perhaps, because he saw good in all. Living in a com

munity composed largely of members of the Society of
Friends, he had at one time felt embittered against that
body because of an act of fanatical frenzy of one of its
members. While most of his personal friends and neighbors
were Friends, he never joined the Society as a member,
although he doubtless was more deeply interested in it than
in any other religious body. On the occasion of my last inter
view with him, I think it was in the summer of 1895, the
year before he passed into the Higher Life, on a Sunday
morning just after the meeting at Plymouth Meeting, in our
talk he brought up the subject of his religious faith. He was
a reader of the "Friends' Intelligencer," of Philadelphia,
and to this journal now and then I sent in an article. In the

then current issue the editor had been good enough to pub
lish an article with my name attached. I do not recall the
topic on which I had written, but in the course of the article

I had considered the names by which men knew God, with
the conclusion that the one which Jesus gave Him was by
far the best. The doctor referred to this part of the article.
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saying he had also often thought of the names by which men
called God, adding: "I like thy article, and I agree with thy
concluding thought that the name,- 'Our Heavenly Father,'
best befits Him." Then our talk turned to other subjects.
But I have been glad to have had this little talk with him,
just as I have been glad again and again, as I have recalled
his long life devoted to noble aims and great purposes,
which our Heavenly Father so frequently crowned' with
success, that I was privileged to know him as well as I did,
and to call him my friend. A few weeks after he left us, his
daughter, Susan, the wife of my friend, Jawood Lukens, of
Conshohocken, called at the bank and gave me a pen and a
long silver pen-holder, saying: "This was father's pen and
pen-holder, and we of the family would like you to have it."
So that has been one of my most prized possessions for
many years.

I know of no better way in which to close this little trib
ute to a dearly loved friend than by borrowing the closing
words of the beautiful tribute to his friend written by Dr.
James Tyson, of Philadelphia. He wrote as follows: "If one
has perfoimed in the best way he could the task allotted to
him, however humble, and has been gentle and human in

his relation to man and beast, as our dear friend was, it may
be all that will be asked of him, and he may meet death as
he did, without fear and without regret, as he lived above
fear and above reproach."

Horsham Men in the Revolution*
By Charles Harper Smith

So far as it directly affected southeastern Pennsylvania,
the War of the Revolution began in the year 1775 and ended
in 1778. During those four years, however, no other part of
the country was more responsible for the success or failure

of the war, or suffered more acutely from its hardships. Al
ready the workshop of the Colonies, it was called upon to
produce the greater part of their munitions of war. As the
seat of the new government, it was repeatedly forced to
muster its maximum military strength to repel attempted
invasion. When these attempts finally resulted in the occu
pation of Philadelphia, it was the surrounding countryside
which suffered most keenly the anarchy and despair attend
ing the apparent collapse of the American cause.
Such an experience would have tried the strength and
courage of an united people, and southeastern Pennsylvania
was torn by an internal dissension which almost reached
the proportions of civil war. The basic cause of the dispute
was an honest difference of opinion as to the merits of the
war, and in this respect it was not unique, since only a bare
majority throughout the Colonies favored separation from
the mother country. But in southeastern Pennsylvania the
cleavage between Whig and Tory was widened by a certain
religious antipathy between Quakers and Presbyterians,
the two predominant elements of the population. Bach sect
became more determined in its original stand for or against
the war because of the opposition of the other.
This combination of political and social issues carried
the war into every household in the region, even when it
was located in a remote country district. The involuntary
enlistment of able-bodied men, heavy taxes for military pur•Read tefore the Society, February 22, 1938.
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poses, and frequent commandeering of crops and livestock
were the inevitable concomitants of warfare at close range.
Resistance to these necessary measures by Loyalists and con
scientious objectors created antipathies and prejudices
among neighbors which persisted for generations.
For these reasons the Revolutionary period was by far
the most critical and absorbing' in our local history. But

when an attempt is now made to determine what part a
given community took in that struggle, it is found that but
few facts have survived the lapse of a century and a half.
No local historian of that generation was moved to write the
annals of his times. Colonial families have largely disap
peared, replaced by newcomers ignorant of and indifferent
to local history. The few neighborhood traditions that are
still remembered are so vague and distorted that little cred
ence can be given them. Local newspapers of the war and
post-war eras are curiously devoid of personal items. Even
obituaries seldom mention the war record of the deceased
unless he was an officer of unusual rank and distinction.

Official military records supply little -further informa
tion. Neither the State nor the Nation then realized the im

portance of individual service records of its rank and file,
. and routine reports of company and battalion strength were
usually discarded after their immediate purpose had been
served. Only random muster-rolls of the Pennsylvania Line
and the local militia companies are to be found in the State
Archives, and they are frequently fragmentary and un
dated. The Depreciation PayrolP is unreliable, because it is
merely an alphabetical list of names, without addresses or
other identifying data. The original list of Revolutionary
pensioners was lost by fire shortly after its removal to Wash
ington in 1800.

Fortunately this dearth of direct evidence can be sup
plemented to some extent by various collateral source

materials, but even with these additions no adequate mili
tary history of a given community can now be reconstructed.
This is particularly true of an obscure, thinly-settled town1 Penna. Arch., Second, XIII, 3-249.
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ship like Horsham, whose total population in 1776 was con
siderably less than 100 families. The few facts available
have been combined in the following study to trace the
career of the local military unit during the period of- its
active service, to indicate its connection with the larger or
ganization of which it was a part, and to identify the Hor
sham men whose war record is known.

Active recruiting of volunteer companies of Associators
began in Philadelphia and vicinity during the month of
May, 1775, a few weeks after the battle of Lexington. Public
response became general in July, after the Second Conti
nental Congress had urged all able-bodied men between the
ages of 16 and 50 to unite in defense of their homes. By
October, five battalions of Associators had been raised in
the city and the Northern Liberties, and four others in the
outlying sections of Philadelphia county. Assuming that the
latter were full battalions of 8 companies each, not less

than 20 companies had been formed in the region later set
apart as Montgomery county.
The city and county battalions formed separate organi

zations from the beginning, and continued so throughout
the war. Of the four original county battalions, the First was
raised in the district west of the city, and was commanded
by Colonel William Hamilton, of Blockley township. The
Second was formed in the eastern end of the county, under
the leadership of Colonel Robert Lewis, of Lower Dublin.
The Third was recruited in the upper end, with Colonel
Thomas Potts, of Douglas township, in command. The
Fourth came from the center of the county, including Germantown and Roxborough, and was led first by Colonel
Samuel Miles, of Whitemarsh, and later by Colonel John
Bull, of Norristown.
It is often taken for granted that there was little military
activity during these months in the eastern end of the
county, due to the preponderant numbers and influence of
the Quakers, whose religion forbade them to offer armed
resistance, even to invasion. However, this conclusion under

estimates the degree of military enthusiasm which prevailed
throughout the country during the latter part of 1775, an
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enthusiasm which unfortunately did not survive the grim
realities of war.

Many young Quakers proved as susceptible to war fever
as their more wordly neighbors. As early as July it was
reported at the Abington Monthly that "some members have
entered into Military Service," and by the end of August
there was "great deviation of many amongst us joining in
Military Preparations."^ A strenuous campaign by both the
Abington and Gwynedd meetings was necessary to stem the
tide of defection and induce the "deviators" to return to
their faith.

Due to an almost complete lack of records, little definite
information about the personnel of the Second Associated
Battalion is to be had. The list of known staff officers is in

complete, the names of the company commanders has only
recently come to light,^ while the identity of the rank and
file, except in a few isolated cases, is apparently lost beyond
recall. The exact area from which recruits were drawn has

not been definitely determined, and can only be surmised
from the place of residence of the commanding officers.
The colonel of the battalion was Robert Lewis, a wealthy
miller and land owner of Lower Dublin township. The lieu
tenant colonel was William Dean, of Horsham, a veteran of
Forbes' expedition against Fort Duquesne and, in 1775, a
store keeper at Davis Grove in the building which later be
came a part of the Golden Ball Tavern. The major was

Robert Loller, also of Horsham, who lived in the present S.
P. Griffits property on Babylon road.
It seems probable that the battalion was composed of 8
companies, and that their respective captains were: Thomas

Dungan, an innkeeper in the village of Abington; Jacob
Loughlin, a yeoman of Lower Dublin; Rudolph Neff, a
wheelwright, of Oxford; Marshall Edwards, member of a
2Minutes of Abington Monthly Meeting for 7 mo. 31 and 8 mo. 28,
1775.

Volume VIII of the Eighth Series of the Archives, published in
1935 pages 7569-7577, contains a list of militia captains appointed in the
Province during the year 1775.
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prominent family of Byberry; Samuel Swift, Jr., son of a
well-known physician of Somerton; Josiah Hart, son of
Colonel Joseph Hart, of Hartsville, Bucks county, and man
ager of his father's grist mill in Moreland township; Isaac
Longstreth, a tanner of Hatboro; and Seth Quee, of Horsham, owner of the present Plumber and Hauser farms on
the Limekiln Pike.

Horsham township alone was plainly unable to muster
the minimum number of 40 volunteers required for the for
mation of a separate company. It contained only about 90
men of military age, of whom fully two-thirds were averse
to fighting. It is evident, therefore, that some of Captain
Quee's recruits were drawn from the Three Tuns neighbor
hood of Upper Dublin township, while others may have been
residents of Lower Gwynedd.'*
The only known member of Captain Quee's company
was John Simpson, of Horsham, the great-grandfather of
General U. S. Grant and owner of the present Hannah
Worth and adjoining properties on the Limekiln Pike. He
was a delegate to the convention which met at Lancaster on
July 4, 1776, to elect the general officers of the Associated
battalions of the Province.® It seems safe to assume, how
ever, that the other Horsham members of the company were
recruited largely from the upper end of the township, where
Presbyterian families were predominant, and that they in
cluded a number of men who later accepted active service
in the drafted Horsham company of 1777.
The lower end of the township was still very generally
in the hands of the descendants of the original Quaker set
tlers, and produced but few volunteers. Four men, James
Craven, Stephen Murray, John Roney and John Conrad, are
known to have joined Captain John Beatty's Warminster
* Apparently no company had its headquarters in either Upper Dub
lin or Lower Gwynedd. Captain Martin Swink's Upper Gwynedd com
pany, Captain George Smith's Montgomery company, and Captain Henry
Scheetz' Whitemarsh company seem to have been attached to Colonel
Miles' Fourth Battalion.

®Penna. Arch., Fifth, V, 17.
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company,® while Jesse Jarrett, son of John Jarrett, of'Davis
Grove, became a member of Captain Isaac Longstreth's Up
per Moreland company/ Both Conrad and Jarrett were
Quakers and were promptly disowned by Horsham Meeting.
Jarrett was soon induced to abandon his military career, but
Conrad followed his captain into the Fifth Pennsylvania
Battalion of the Continental Line, and was later wounded
at the Brandywine.
Several other young men left the township in 1775 and
1776 and did not return for a number of years. It is probable
that some of them joined the regular forces, but that fact
has not been established. Among them were Benjamin Armitage, of Prospectville,. who may have been appointed a 2nd
lieutenant in the Third Pennsylvania Battalion in January,
1776,® and Captain Quee's nearest neighbor, John Barnes,
Jr. The latter's brother-in-law, John Shay, is known to have
enlisted in the Pennsylvania fleet in April, 1776, where he
became a boatswain on the flagship "Montgomery."®
Enlistment in the Associated companies was entirely vol
untary, and strict military discipline was seldom maintained.
Dishonorable discharge was almost the only penalty avail
able for failure to drill or to obey orders. Twenty Mondays
in the year were set as drill-days, beginning at the end of
February and ending in the middle of October, with a recess
of several weeks during the harvest season. Paid buglemen
or drill-masters were commonly employed to teach the
manual of arms. Militiamen were paid the'current wage of
laborers, about 20 cents a day, for service on the drillground or in the field.
Clothing, rations and equipment were furnished by the
Province. The issue' of clothing included a felt hat, a coat of
uniform, a hunting shirt, leather breeches, woolen stockings,
6 Ibid., 346.

' Minutes of Horsham Preparative Meeting for 8 mo. 25, 1775.
®Col. Rec., X, 450. Possibly confused with his cousin of the same
name, son of the proprietor of Armitage's Tavern at City Line and York
Road.

®Penna. Arch., Second, X, 111, and Fifth, II, 127.
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stout shoes and a blanket. The military equipment consisted
of a musket carrying a one-ounce ball, a gun-cleaning outfit,
a cutlass or tomahawk, a cartouch box and double belt, a
bayonet, a canteen and a knapsack."
The Province was very slow in furnishing these supplies,
and it was fortunate that the Associated companies were not
called upon for field service until almost a year had passed.
In the meantime, at least one additional county battalion
had been formed, and was in command of Colonel Hill, who
is otherwise unidentified." This necessitated a further divi

sion of the battalion areas, probably in the Abington, Chel
tenham, Upper Dublin, Germantown sections.
In the spring of 1776 General Washington moved down
from Boston and called upon the several Colonies for the aid
of their militia in his campaign to dislodge the British from
New York City. Each Colony was given a definite quota, to
be combined with others into an auxiliary force known as
the Flying Camp. The first general parade of the Associated
Pennsylvania battalions was held in Philadelphia on
May 8th, but several weeks were required for necessary
preparations, and it was not until July 4th that delegates
from the several battalions met at Lancaster to elect two

brigadier generals to lead the expedition. Almost another
month passed before marching orders were given the Phila
delphia county contingent, but during the first two weeks
in August they crossed New Jersey and were mobilized at
Amboy under the command of Brigadier General Daniel
Roberdeau, of Philadelphia.
Pennsylvania's quota had been set at 6,000 men, and the
entire militia had been warned out to meet it, but only about
one-half of that number obeyed the summons. They had
been called for six weeks' service, but on their arrival it was
Col. Rec., X, 292, 439-440. The Hatboro Union Library has a per
fect specimen of the wooden canteen used by militiamen during the
Revolution.

" Penna. Arch., Fifth, V, 13. Captain Thomas Dungan's Abington
company and Capt. Henry Seheetz' Whitemarsh company were in Col.
Hill's battalion in 1776.
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announced that no battalion would be permitted to return
home until it had furnished a company of volunteers
pledged to serve for a period of seven months. These volun
teers were formed into special Flying Camp battalions, and
were known as "seven months' men" throughout the dura
tion of the war.

Philadelphia county seems to have exceeded its required
quota, for the five Associated battalions in the county organ
ized a Flying Camp battalion of 9 companies,' with a prob
able combined strength of 400 to 500 men. Colonel Robert

Lewis, of the Second, was chosen as its commanding officer;
two of his captains, Jacob Loughlin and Rudolph NefF, re
ceived the same rank in the new battalion; and two others,
Marshall Edwards and Samuel Swift, Jr., entered as 1st lieu
tenants. If there were any Horsham volunteers in the bat

talion, they were probably in the company of George Smith,
of Montgomery, another of the captains."
Several of the Flying Camp battalions from Pennsyl
vania, notably the two from Berks county, were sent over to
Long Island and fought valiantly in the battle of that name
on August 27th, but there is no evidence that Colonel Lewis'
men were among them. His battalion was probably one of

several which crossed from Amboy to New York on or
shortly after September 3rd." In that case, it may have
taken part in the later engagements on the Manhattan pen
insula, and possibly contributed detachments to the garrison
of Fort Washington. It later joined Washington's retreat
across New Jersey and camped on the Pennsylvania side of
the Delaware. In the meantime, the Second Associated Bat
talion remained at Amboy until September 8th, and was
then discharged. Captain Josiah Hart had been made tem
porary colonel during Colonel Lewis' leave of absence, but
there is evidence that Lieutenant Colonel Dean was in actual

command during the expedition.
During their absence, the neighborhood Tories had bePenna. Arch., Sixth, I, 980-1.
13 Headquarters Orderly Book, Camp Amboy (Penua. Hist. Soc. Am.
617).

166 bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

come so emboldened by the series of defeats aboutNew York
City, that they contemplated a counter-revolution. Lieuten
ant Colonel Dean was ordered by the Council of Safety to
disarm them." In November the British broke the siege of
New York by capturing Fort Washington on the Hudson

with its garrison of 2,700 men of the Third and Fifth Penn
sylvania Battalions of the Continental Line. Lieutenant Ben
jamin Armitage was taken, but Private John Conrad and
several other members of his company escaped by some
means not disclosed."

General Howe then drove across New Jersey in pursuit

of the retreating Americans, intent on capturing Philadel
phia. By Christmas day his advance field headquarters had
been established at Princeton, while his Hessian vanguard
had occupied Trenton. Washington was already on the op
posite side of the Dela,ware, and had been reinforced by the
Associated battalions of Bucks and Philadelphia counties,
which had been hastily mobilized two weeks previously.
Colonel Lewis had returned to the command of the Sec

ond Battalion, but found his men unwilling to march. They
were finally mobilized by force, under direct orders from
the Council of Safety." The Flying Camp battalion was now
commanded by Colonel John Moore, of Germantown, with
George Smith, of Montgomery, as lieutenant colonel, and
Solomon Bush, of Chestnut Hill, as major. Its strength -had
dwindled to 17 commissioned officers and 159 men, of whom
75 were absent, sick, on extra duty or on furlough."
On Christmas day, 1776, both the Flying Camp bat
talion and the Associated battalions of Philadelphia county
were posted on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware
directly opposite Trenton, as units in Brigadier General
James Swing's Brigade. Ewing was ordered to cross the
river that night to join Washington in his surprise attack on
14Col. Rec., X, 733.
15Penna. Arch., Fifth, II, 169.
16 Col. Rec., XI, 55.

" Stryker's The Battles of Trenton and Princeton, 346-7. Both Moore
and Smith were absent and the battalion was in command of Major Bush.
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the Hessians, but he considered the river impassable and
remained in camp. His men crossed a few days later, how
ever, and took part in the second battle of Trenton. The Sec
ond Battalion also participated in the battle of Princeton on
January 3,1777, either under General Mercer or in General
John Cadwalader's Brigade.^®
The "seven months' men" had served with distinction

during these campaigns, but the behavior of the other Associators had been far from satisfactory. The second levy for
the Flying Gamp had been obtained only by oifering a
bounty of £S per man. During the New Jersey expedition
deserters became so numerous that Washington was com
pelled to guard the crossings of the Delaware to prevent
their escape. In the December mobilization, the Second was
by no means the only battalion mustered in by force. Part
of Mercer's Brigade bolted under fire at Princeton. After
the battle entire companies broke camp and went home, in
defiance of orders.

Their war fever had subsided rapidly with the prospect
of actual combat. Moreover, they were disgusted with the
conditions under which they were called upon to serve. Few,
if any, had received their full quota of equipment, and they
suffered unnecessary hardships during a winter campaign.
Their meagre pay left nothing for their families, for whom
the Province had made no adequate provision. Above all
elsej they were carrying the entire burden of privation and
danger while their less belligerent neighbors remained com
fortably at home, selling their produce at inflated prices.
Repeated memorials had been addressed to the Council
of Safety, demanding that non-Associators be forced to con
tribute to the common cause through special taxation. These
appeals had been answered by the Philadelphia Yearly
Meeting of Friends in a truculent and ill-advised manifesto,
claiming exemption from all taxes levied for the-prosecution
of the war, as well as from military service itself. A power18 Both Colonel Dean's obituary (Penna. Mag., 38, 458), and Colonel
Loller's biography (Ibid., 4, 90) state that they were present at these
battles.
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ful faction in the Council had adopted the Quaker point of
view, and had blocked effective action.
As the spring of 1777 came on, it became evident that
the Associators would refuse to march when called out, and
this alarming prospect brought about the desired reforms.
The Council of Safety was replaced by the Supreme Execu
tive Council, a smaller and more determined body of men,
while the Assembly passed a more rigorous militia law, pro
viding for compulsory enrollment with adequate fines for
those who refused to bear arms.

The new law divided the several counties in the State

into military districts, each containing from 600 to 700 men
between the ages of 18 and 53. Each district was expected
to maintain its separate battalion of militia, composed of
seven or eight companies, in which every man of military
age who was not obviously and chronically disabled was
automatically enrolled. Company lines often coincided with
township lines, but the more populous townships were
divided into two or more company districts. The average
company was expected to muster about 70 privates, with
commissioned and non-commissioned officers bringing the
total strength to around 80 men. Officers were elected by
company ballot, and the non-commissioned personnel was
divided by lot into 8 classes of approximately equal numbers.
Entire companies or designated classes in each company
could be called into active service as the occasion demanded.

Each man was liable for two "tours of duty" each year, one
in the spring and the other in the fall, each "tour" to consist
of six to eight weeks of field service." He was also expected
to attend company drills on stated days and two battalion
parades a year. No compulsion was placed on those who,
for religious or business reasons, preferred to make a finan
cial contribution in lieu of personal service. A fine was im
posed for each day's absence at drill or parade, and a sum
sufficient to pay for the services of a substitute was assessed
for failure to march when called out.
In practice only two J'tours" were performed in the three years,
1777-1779, and only six or eight drill-days were set for each year.
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The general direction of the militia in each county was
in the hands of a county lieutenant, assisted by a paymaster
for the county and a sub-lieutenant for each military dis
trict. These officers called out such troops as were needed
from time to time, furnished them with equipment, rations
and baggage-trains,' hired substitutes, and collected fines
from those unwilling to serve. Collection was usually turned
over to a resident of each company's territory, who was paid
a fee of 5 % of the sum collected. Personal or real property
could be seized for non-payment, and substitute fines could
be liquidated by two months' service in the field.
Horsham, Montgomery, the two divisions of Gwynedd,
Upper Dublin, and the two upper divisions of Moreland
township formed a battalion of 7 companies under the new
law, known as the Fourth Battalion of Philadelphfa County
Militia. Its sub-lieutenant was Colonel George Smith, of
Montgomery, its colonel William Dean, its lieutenant colonel
Robert Loller, its surgeon Dr. Archibald McClean, all Hor

sham men, and its major George Wright, of Whitpain.^"
The Horsham company was known as the Sixth Com
pany of the battalion. Its captain was David Marple, a
blacksmith, living near the corner of Mann and Witmer
roads. Its 1st lieutenant was Stephen Murray, of Hallowell,
its 2nd lieutenant James Roney, of the same neighborhood,
and its ensign James Craven, owner of the present College
Settlement Farm.^'

No official company roster for the years 1777-1779 has
been found, and the only detailed information about the
non-commissioned personnel now available is contained in a
statement of the financial accounts of Colonel Smith, pub
lished in 1783.^^ This pamphlet has the disadvantage of
being a somewhat negative record, since it names only those
members of the company who were fined for non-performPenna. Arch., Second, XIII, 589.
21 Ibid., Sixth, I, 750.
22 A Statement of the Financial Accounts of Colonel George Smith,
Sub-Lieutenant of Philadelphia County, 1777-1780 (Hist. Soc. of Penna.,
Vb, 463, Vol. II).
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ance •of duty. However, by comparing the list of known
members with a later muster-rolP® and the township asses

sor's accounts for the years 1774,'^^ 1776,^® and 1779,^^ it is
possible to identify the entire company with a fair degree
of accuracy. Its full strength, including officers, was in the
neighborhood of 90 men.
• Colonel Smith's accounts show that compulsory enlist

ment had not materially increased the number of Horsham
citizens willing to bear arms. Of the approximately 90 men
in the company, 76 were fined for absence from drill dur

ing the year 1777, and 64 for failure to march when called
out. Only six drill-days had been scheduled, one of them
being the spring parade-day of the battalion. The daily fine
for absence from drill was 5 shillings, and 7 shillings 6 pence
for failure to parade, the total for the year being £1-12-6.
The substitute fine for the year 1777 was the very substan
tial sum of £37-10.

Thirteen men paid less than the maximum drill fines,
which probably means that they attended some of the drills
or had legitimate excuses for absenting themselves. Almost
half of the substitute fines were for less than the full
amount. Each man's degree of liability for substitute fines

was determined by a military court which sat immediately
after a call for field service had been made, to hear the
appeals of those who believed that they should be excused
from marching.-® The Fourth Battalion hired 168 substitutes
between May and November, 1777, at a total cost of
£4,186-17-6.^^ Substitutes were usually able-bodied men
slightly above or below military age, or militiamen belong
ing to classes not called for duty.
The Fourth Battalion held its spring parade on May 27,
1777, and immediately ordered out Classes One and Two for
23 Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 637-8, 648-9.
21 Ibid., Fifth, XIV, 350-353, 613-616.
23 Bean's History of Montgomery County, 880.
23One such court held in 1781 is described on a later page.
2^ Substitutes were often paid in Spanish milled dollars at an aver
age rate of $30 to $40 per month.
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service in New. Jersey to meet a second attempt by the Brit
ish to capture Philadelphia by the overland route.The
British advance was turned back by the time the militia
reached Trenton, where they were again demobilized and
the two classes discharged.
In August it became apparent that General Howe had
changed his tactics and was about to attack Philadelphia
from the south by landing his troops at the head of Chesa
peake Bay. Classes Three and Four were mobilized, and
apparently operated in the vicinity of Wilmington, Dela
ware, until September 11, when the First, Fourth, Fifth and
Sixth Battalions of Philadelphia county militia, with three
battalions from Bucks county, were ordered to the Swedes
Ford under Brigadier General John Armstrong to prevent
the British from crossing the Schuylkill at that point.^^
They were joined there a few days later by Class Five
of the Philadelphia county battalions, but the British
effected a crossing further up stream and the militia was
moved back from the river. At the battle of Germantown on

October 4th, the Fourth Battalion was again in action as
one of the units in Armstrong's command. Lieutenant Col
onel Loller is said to have narrowly escaped death during
the engagement, being rendered unconscious by a cannon
ball which struck a fence beside which he was standing.®"
Since Armstrong's men marched down the Ridge road
through Roxborough, and so missed the main encounter, this
shot was probably fired by the artillery of the Hessian Jaeg
ers, posted on the south side of the Wissahickon, near the
present Reading railroad bridge.
During the encampment at Whitemarsh, the first five
battalions of Philadelphia county militia were stationed on
Militia Hill under General Armstrong. Classes Three, Four
and Five completed their tour about the first of November
and were discharged. The baggage of the Sixth, Seventh
and Eighth classes of the Fourth Battalion was hauled to
28 Col. Rec., XI, 224.
28Ibid., 301.
38 Penna. Mag., 4, 90.
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camp on November 6th. The return of Armstrong's forces
made at the camp on the 24th of that month shows that 138
rank and file members of the Fourth Battalion had been

called to the colors, in addition to its colonel, lieutenant
colonel, major, adjutant, quartermaster, 4 captains, 6 lieu
tenants, 3 ensigns, 15 sergeants, 4 drummers and 2 fifers.^^
Of the 138 privates, 29 had deserted, 3 were on sick leave,
15 were on command, and the remaining 91 were present
and fit for duty. The Horsham company's quota was prob
ably 10 or 15 men.
After Washington established himself at Valley Forge,
Armstrong also moved out of the zone of immediate danger
and established a camp in Montgomery township. His return
dated December 22nd, shows that all of the Philadelphia
county militia had been discharged and sent home except
Colonel Frederick Antes' Sixth Battalion.®^ Shortly after
ward Armstrong was replaced by Brigadier General James
Potter, who moved camp to Graeme Park, in Horsham town
ship, where he apparently intended to establish permanent
winter quarters. A few days afterward, however, he applied
for leave of absence and was relieved by Brigadier General
John Lacey, Jr., on January 9,1778.
Lacey's command covered the region between the

Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, with instructions to prevent
supplies reaching the British from the country districts
north of the city. He found 60 men at the headquarters
camp, living in huts and tents, with about 3,000 stands of
arms lying about in the utmost confusion, many of them ex
posed to the weather. A detachment of 70 men was sta

tioned at Somerton, while the main force of 300 was divided

between Springhouse and Plymouth, guarding the main
roads out of Philadelphia.^^

It would be difficult to exaggerate the degree of anarchy
and terrorism which prevailed in the eastern end of Phila

delphia county during the succeeding four months. Disloyal
31Penna. Arch., Fifth, V, 35-39.

32 Penna. Arch., Fifth, V, 40.

33 Davis' Life and Character of John Lacey, 60.
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farmers traded with the enemy without serious inconveni
ence, sometimes with the connivance of Lacey's. videttes.
British dragroons and mounted bands of American Tories
roamed the countryside at will, burning-, pillaging, and
assaulting loyal citizens.
The British troop most often used in these forays was
the mounted company of Major Simcoe's Queen's Rangers,

the most daring regiment in the British army. It was made
up almost entirely of Americans, having been originally
recruited from Tories in the vicinity of New York City.
After suffering severe losses at the Brandywine, it was again
brought up to full strength in Philadelphia. The two local
Tory organizations in the field were the Royal Pennsylvania
Militia and the Bucks County Volunteer Company, the latter
led by Captain Thomas, of Hilltown township.
Their operations at once put Lacey on the defensive,
and he never regained his freedom of action. His every
movement spied on by local informers, he was forced to
retreat into Bucks county soon after taking command, and
thereafter felt it necessary to move his headquarters fre
quently to escape capture. On several occasions he ventured
down to Hatboro, and once occupied Washington's old camp
at Whitemarsh for a few days, but in general Philadelphia
county was left without protection. After the first of April
even his patrols were driven in. On the 8th, Colonel Penrose's Bristol patrol was surprised by the Bucks County
Company and 2 officers and 24 men killed or captured. On
the 18th, the Flourtown outpost was attacked, with a loss
of 64 New Jersey militiamen. A week later the Springhpuse
station was raided, and only a few Americans escaped.
Perhaps it would be unjust to criticise Lecay's failure to
prevent intercourse with the British or to maintain order in
his own territory. His force was never sufficient to perform
the task assigned him, and his man-power varied from week
to week, due to the short enlistment periods of his militia.
Twice during the four months his normal strength of 400 to
500 was reduced to 50 or 60 men fit for duty. If he had at
tempted to maintain fixed headquarters, an overwhelming
force would undoubtedly have been mobilized against him.
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It does seem, however, that he should have been able to
offer better resistance to the small bands of Tories who

operated in his territory.
The inactivity of the Philadelphia county militia is even
more inexplicable. Their officers and most active men were
the special targets of British and Tory wrath. Major Wright,
of the Fourth Battalion, was carried off from his tavern
near Whitemarsh. John Simpson, of the Horsham company,
was hunted by a band which broke into his house, but
escaped by hiding in an empty hogshead in the cellar." No
doubt many similar outrages have now been lost to memory.
It would seem reasonable to expect the militia to have
mobilized in self-defense."

However, the record of the local militia was apparently
not quite as bad as is stated in General Davis' biography of
General Lacey." He quotes the latter as saying that up to
the last week in April he had received only 15 or 20 men
from Philadelphia and Bucks counties. This quotation does
not agree with either the records of the Philadelphia county
battalions or the letters of Major Baurmeister." Colonel

Smith's accounts indicate clearly that Captain Joseph Folwell of the Upper Moreland company, marched on January 8,
1778, with a detachment of the Fourth Battalion, and that
baggage was hauled on February 7th. Similar records of
Colonel Antes* Sixth Battalion indicate a baggage transfer
A tradition in the Simpson-Grant family. However, the descen
dants of John Simpson's bi'other William, who lived in the same house
during the Revolution, claim that he and not John was the hero of the
cellar episode.

Since the men mobilized readily enough in April, it is likely that
their staff officers had fled for their lives. Colonel Dean left Horsham

township in December, 1777, and Lieutenant Colonel Loller resigned his
command the following March.

36 Davis' Life and Character of John Lacey, 80. Most of the detailed
information about Lacey's 1778 campaign is found either in the writings
of the late Gen. W. W. H. Davis, of Doylestown, or in a series of letters
written to his German patron by Major Baurmeister, a Hessian officer,
who was aide-de-camp to General von Knyphausen, one of General Howe's
division commanders during the occupation of Philadelphia (Penna. Mag.,
Vols. 59 and 60).
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on January 6th,and a troop movement on February 28th.
Colonel Curry's Fifth Battalion was ordered to march on
March 1st. Baurmeister states that the 300 or 400 Tories

who attacked Newtown on February 17th found a superior
force of Bucks county militia stationed there.
The final collapse of Lacey's Brigade came with the
battle of the Crooked Billet on May 1st. Four days previ
ously he had been hidden along the Neshaminy near Hartsville with 53 men fit for duty, awaiting the arrival of Class
One of the Philadelphia and Bucks county militia, which
had been promised him a month before.^® The Philadelphia
county battalions were holding their spring parade the fol
lowing- day,^® and would issue marching orders before they
disbanded. Apparently their levies were instructed to ren
dezvous at Hatboro, and Lacey moved forward to meet them
there on the afternoon of April 30th."
The British undoubtedly had advance notice of this
mobilization, and knew that arms would not be issued to the
new levy until it reached camp. Taking advantage of this
confusion, they determined to strike Lacey a blow from
which he could not recover. To make victory certain, they
assembled an overwhelming force of 1,500 to 1,800 men:
11 companies of Major Simcoe's Queen Rangers, 120
dragoons under Major Crewe, and 14 companies of grena
diers and light infantry commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
Abercrombie. Intending a surprise attack, this combined
force left the city about midnight, guided along the dark

Perhaps these were ti'ansfers of baggage from camp. Lacey's
report of February 24th (Penna. Arch., Fifth, V, 44) shows that no
Philadelphia county men were then in camp.

38 Col. Rec., XI, 447, 452.
39 Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 883. The Second, Third, Seventh and 4 com
panies of the Fifth were unable to parade on account of their nearness
to the enemy.
48 Battalion records show that the Second Battalion marched on

April 29th.
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roads by a number of local Tories, among them the Iredell
brothers, of Horsham."
General Davis and Major Baurmeister agree that
Lacey's command numbered about 500 men. He was there
fore hopelessly outnumbered as well as outclassed by his
British opponents. In addition, his camp was almost sur
rounded before the alarm was given. A professional soldier
would have considered surrender the only way out of such a
predicament, and Lacey's success in breaking through with

a large proportion of his men indicates either a rare stroke
of luck or an exhibition of military genius not shown else
where in his career. Under the circumstances, it is easy to
believe Major Baurmeister's estimate of 80 to 100 Ameri
cans killed and an unknown number wounded rather than

General Davis' much smaller figures.
There are no official records from which to estimate the

numbers or the identity of the Philadelphia county men in
Lacey's Brigade on May 1st. One class from each of the 55
companies in the county would give a total of 450 to 550,
which is obviously much too high. The Second was probably
the only battalion near the city which responded, and the
records of the others contain almost no indications of troop
movements during April. While the spring parade and the
smallness of the levy may account for the absence of the
usual notations regarding warnings, provisions and baggage
hauling, 140 to 150 men would seem to be a generous esti
mate of the Philadelphia county contingent present at the
battle.

Since the engagement took place in its territory, the
Fourth Battalion was most likely to have contributed its
quota of recruits, but there is no evidence that it did so ex

cept the testimony of the Longstreth manuscript, written by
Daniel Longstreth (1800-1846). He relates that his granduncle, Isaac Longstreth, led his company during the battle,
and that Colonel William Dean also was present. While
Minutes of Horsham Preparative Meeting for 5 mo. 22, 1778;
Bean's History of Montgomery County, 689; Penna. Arch., First, X,
250-260; Col. Rec., XI, 482.
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Daniel Longstreth was an unusually accurate and veracious
annalist, the records show that Isaac Longstreth was a pri'vate of the Fourth Class in the Upper Moreland company
of 1778.«

".

It is possible, however, that as its former captain he was

entrusted with an emergency command in the battle. As for
Colonel Dean, it is likely that the levy from each battalion
was combined into a single company, and that the several

companies were grouped under one colonel, who may have
been the commanding officer of the Fourth Battalion. The
absence of the usual battalion notations in Colonel Smith's

accounts are perhaps unimportant, due to its proximity to
the rendezvous, and in the absence of evidence to the con
trary, it may well be assumed that Horsham and the other
companies each contributed 8 or 10 men to Lacey's force:^®

Six weeks of further anarchy followed the battle of the
Crooked Billet; then General Clinton hastily evacuated Phil
adelphia. The occupation of the city had not accomplished
its intended purpose. Instead of over-running eastern Penn
sylvania, thus cutting the Colonies in half, the entire British
army had been-, bottled up behind heavy fortifications,
unable to advance even into the suburbs without danger, as
the battle of Germantown had demonstrated. The American

Government was functioning smoothly at York, while Wash
ington's army was still intact and was already preparing a
new advance upon the city."
Captain John Mann, of the upper Dublin company, was
in the field with a detachment of the Fourth Battalion, prob
ably Class Three, on May 10th, and Captain Josiah Hart, of
the Middle Moreland company, warned another levy, pre^2 Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 643.

*3 This was probably Class Two. Class One had performed its tour in
January and February.

That the British high command was already becoming doubtful of
ultimate success is indicated by Major Baurmeister's letter of January
20, 1778, which reads in part: "The Americans are bold, unjnelding and
fearless. They have an abundance of that something which urges them on
and cannot be stopped."
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sumably Class Four,-to march on June 26th. These com
panies were probably used on guard duty in the city, while
Washington and his regulars pursued the fleeing British
across New Jersey. In December Captain Samuel Hines, of

the Montgomery company, was standing guard in Philadel
phia with still another levy of the Fourth. One of his detach
ments, under 2nd Lieutenant John Shelmire, of the Lower
Gwynedd company, included Lewis Woolman, of Horsham.'"
The battalion return, made at the spring parade on
April 28th, shows an enrollment of 413 privates, a colonel,
a lieutenant colonel, a major, 7 captains, 13 lieutenants, and
16 sergeants. A separate list of staff officers," apparently of a
slightly earlier date, indicates that a lieutenant colonel had
not yet been elected to succeed Robert Loller, who resigned
to become county Paymaster of Militia on March 19th.
George Miller had come in as major, replacing George
Wright, who had been captured by the British on Febru
ary 13th. Dr. Archibald McClean was still battalion surgeon,
George Beatty, of Moreland, was adjutant, Edmund Pennington, of Montgomery, was quartermaster, and Benjamin
Williams, also of Montgomery, was his sergeant.
Inspection of the fine list of the Horsham company
reveals little change from the preceding year except that the
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth classes were not called out
and were therefore not subject to substitute fines. As in
1777, only six parade and drill days had been set, the
maximum fine being £1-12-6. Fifty-six men paid this sum
and eight others a smaller amount. Seventeen members of
the first four classes paid substitute fines ranging from" com
paratively small sums to £40.
The year 1779 saw little military activity on the Northem front. Classes Five and Six of the Fourth Battalion were

called out in January, probably for guard duty, and some of
the men, at least, remained in service until the middle of
April. In August another smaller party was apparently in
^5 Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 783.
^^Ibid., Second, XIII, 691. The name of LoUer's successor has not
been found.
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the field. The January levy produced 91 men, who were
paid a bonus of £30 per man for marching. They were cap
tained by Mann, of Upper Dublin; Marple, of Horsham;
Bloom, of Upper Gwynedd, and Hines, of Montgomery.
Drill fines amounting to £19-10 were imposed for the
year, and 81 members of the Horsham company paid this or
a smaller amount. Twenty members of Classes paid substi
tute fines ranging from £100 to £250. The huge increase in
the size of these fines was due to the extreme depreciation
of the Continental currency in which they were paid,
amounting by the end of that year to 95% of its par value.^^
Since 20 men were practically the entire personnel of
classes Five and Six of the Horsham company, it is evident
that almost every man who marched from the township in
January, 1779, was a paid substitute. The enormous fines
levied for the hire of substitutes had long been a source of
dissatisfaction to the officers of the Pennsylvania Line,^® who
complained that it was impossible to attract recruits to the
regular forces, since young men willing to fight found it
much more profitable to hire out as substitutes for militia
men. It was undoubtedly true that an enterprising substitute
found such military service a very lucrative side-line.
In the spring of 1780 the militia of Philadelphia county
was re-organized and re-districted. The old Fourth Battalion

became the First Battalion in the new brigade, and Captain
Joseph McClean's company, of the eastern division of
Whitemarsh, was added to make a full battalion of 8 com
panies. Colonel Dean resigned to become sub-lieutenant of
the military district, and his place was taken by the former
sub-lieutenant Colonel Smith, with the rank of lieutenant
colonel. Josiah Hart was elected major and Dr. Archibald
McClean remained as surgeon."
" Thompson

Westcott's

serial

History

of

Philadelphia,

Chap.

CCLXXV.

E. g. Anthony Wayne's letter to Thos. Wharton from Camp Whitemarsh, Nov. 22, 1777 (Day by Day Record of the American Army's En
campment at Whitemarsh, by Edward Hocker).
Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 631.

3^30

bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

The Horsham company became the Fifth Company of
the First Battalion. David Marple remained as captain until
the middle of the year, and was then replaced by David
Dowling, of Prospectville, his former ensign. Bowling's
place was taken by his neighbor, Enoch Armitage. Samuel
Murray continued as 1st lieutenant, and no 2nd lieutenant
was elected.'^"

A complete muster-roll of the company for 1780 has
been preserved, as well as a separate list of Classes One,
Seven and Eight, dated August 13th.®^ The enrollment in the
several classes was: First, 7; Second, 11; Third, 10; Fourth,
10; Fifth, 15; Sixth, 18; Seventh, 11; Eighth, 13, a total of
94 privates and non-commissioned officers.®^

No fine list for the year has been found, but from the
records of another battalion it is learned that 10 muster-

and field-days were set, and a fine of 15 sh. per £100 of
assessed valuation was levied for failure to march. Classes

One, Seven and Eight were called out on August 13th to
take part in a projected military operation near New York
City, but the local troops were recalled when they reached
Trenton. So far as available records show, this was the only
active service performed during the year.
In 1781 John Barmes, Jr., of the Maple Glen neighbor
hood, succeeded Samuel Murray as company lieutenant."
The fine lists for both spring and fall are of record,®* and
indicate that 8 muster- and 2 field-days were held, which
56 men failed to attend. The total fine for non-attendance

was £2-12-0, which the sub-lieutenant directed to be paid in
"hard money." The Horsham fine list was turned over to
John Simpson for collection.
Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 631, 753.
51 Ibid., 637-8, 648-9, 966.
58When the company was formed in 1777 the same number of men
was assigned to each class, but since each man kept his original classi
fication throughout his period of service, changes in personnel gradually
resulted in a disparity of enrollment among classes.
53 Penna. Arch., Sixth, I, 634.
54 For this and other documents relating to the years 1781 and 1782,
See Am. 6151 in the Mss. Div. of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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In the late summer of 1781 Washington moved his army
southward for the campaign in Virginia which resulted in
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis, and the rumor spread that
the British force in New York City would take advantage
of his absence by making another attack on Philadelphia.
To meet this threat, four classes of the Philadelphia county
battalions were mobilized at Newtown, where they lay en

camped under General Lacey's orders during part of Sep
tember and October. Classes Two, Three, Four, and Five of
the Horsham company were called out in this mobilization.®®
An intensely human document pertaining to this troop
movement is the report of a military court held to hear the
appeals of members of the First Battalion who wished to be

excused from marching. It convened on September 27, 1781,
and was presided over by Colonel Smith, Captain Seth Quee,
then a Justice of the Peace, and Colonel Robert Loller, the
local member of the General Assembly. Of the approxi
mately 40 men in the four classes, 20 lodged appeals. Since
a large proportion of the other 20 were conscientious objec
tors who knew it would be useless to protest, it must be con
cluded that Horsham men were still not war-minded, even
though the danger of physical combat had become very
slight.

While most of the appeals were based on physical dis
ability, one man couldn^t spare the time and another con
fessed he didn't want to fight against the King. A third
pleaded that he had been a "seven months man," and a
fourth was given 10 days in which to complete a house-roof
which he had left open. The bodily ailments included gen
eral debility, defective eyesight or hearing, broken or disloAn incident occurred at this mobilization which illustrates the lack

of discipline among the militia. When orders were given to break camp,
Captain Buskirk, of the Second Philadelphia County Battalion, and his
ensign, named Strine, demanded that their canteens be filled with rum

for their enjoyment on the march home. When the demand was refused,
they brought up their company and threatened to set fire to the commis

sary, leaving only after their colonel, Benjamin McVeagh, had appeared
and paid personally for the liquor (Bucks County in the Revolution, II,
195).
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cated limbs, pains in the chest and rheumatism. Ague was
also surprisingly prevalent. Of the 20 applicants from the
Fifth Company, the court excused 6, ordered 5 to march,
and let the others off with partial fines, usually 20 Spanish
dollars.

Enoch Armitage was moved up to the lieutenancy of the
1782 company, and Captain Bowling's younger brother
Paul was elected ensign.'® No company records have been
preserved except the fine list for non-attendance during the
second half-year. This shows 4 musters annd 1 field-day,
with maximum fines of £1-8-0 and a delinquent list of 47

men. No later records of the war period have been found.
It is difficult to make a correct estimate of the value of
the local militia to the American cause. Washington's offi

cers spoke of it with the utmost contempt, claiming that it
was an undisciplined horde, likely to run off the battlefield
at the first salvo. Their most severe criticism was directed

at the custom of selecting company officers by ballot.
There was undoubtedly some point to these criticisms.
Company officers must often have been chosen on account
of their personal popularity instead of their military effi
ciency, and some of them exhibited the common character
istics of petty politicians. Raw troops, with but 6 to 8 days
training a year, should not have been expected to face sea
soned regulars. With all their shortcomings, the militia fur
nished a steadying influence behind the lines, a nucleus of
loyalty in their home communities, without which the war
could hardly have been won.
Penna. Arch., Sixth, III, 647.

Washington's Military Library^
By Mrs. A. Conrad Jones
When Washington was chosen to command the Ameri
can forces in 1775, he was in his forty-fourth year. He was
at that time, by reason of his varied training, practical
experience, length of military service, knowledge of Indian

warfare, actual contact with both English and Fl'ench
troops, and most remarkable qualities of body and mind,
better adapted to the command of the American Army than
any other man then living.
His first military commission was given him in 1751, at
the age of nineteen, when Virginia divided into districts, of
one of which he was made Adjutant-General with the rank
of major. His duty was to assemble and exercise the militia,
inspect their arms, and enforce all the regulations for dis
cipline prescribed by the laws. His pay was one hundred
and fifty pounds a year. Sparks says: "In Virginia were
many officers, beside his brother (Captain Lawrence Wash
ington), who had served in the recent war. Under their tui
tion he studied tactics, learned the manual exercise, and be
came expert in the use of the sword. He read the principal
books on the military art, and joined practice to theory as
far as circumstances would permit." In September, 1751,
he accompanied his brother, the Captain, to the Barbadoes.
In his Journal he says of the military force on the islands:
"They are well disciplined. . . . They have large entrench
ments cast up wherever it is possible to land, and, as nature
has greatly assisted, the island may not improperly be said
to be one entire fortification."

Undoubtedly, Washington had access during this period
to the current manuals and regulations used by officers of
the British Army. From this subjoined list we see that he
preserved a few of them.
•Read before the Society, February 22, 1929.
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As early as 1756 we find him, in an address to the offi
cers of his Virginia Regiment, saying: "Do not forget that
there ought to be a time appropriated to attain knowledge,
as well as to indulge pleasure. And as we now have no op
portunities to improve from example, let us read for this de
sirable end. Eland's and other treatises will give the proper
information." From Washington's retained papers we learn
that Eland's Treatise, the first book on the list given, was in
an "Invoice of Sundrys shipped per the Endeavor, Captain
Younger, bound to Virginia," April, 1756.
In 1775, while in command of the army investing Boston,
Washington wrote to Colonel Woodford, commanding the
Second Virginia: "As to the manual exercise, the evolutions
and manoevers of a regiment, with other knowledge neces
sary to the soldier, you will acquire them from those authors,
who have treated upon these subjects, among whom Eland
(the newest edition) stands foremost; also'an essay on the
Art of War; Instructions for Officers, lately published at
Philadelphia, the Partisan, Young and others." All of these
are identified in his library.
While a Colonel commanding a Virginia State Regiment,
and also a member of Congress, nearly a month before he
was chosen to command the American forces, Washington
subscribed to eight sets of "Prussian Evolutions," published
in Philadelphia. He received while at Valley Forge the list
of "Officers under Sir William Howe in America" and

"Simm's Military Course." Steuben's regulations were com
piled under Washington's direction—^the original copy con
taining autograph corrections. His collection of maps and
charts was probably the most complete in the possession of
any one individual in America. It consisted of over fifty
separate maps, and a bound volume of "Military Plans of
the American Revolution," in which he had bound all the
maps in his possession and use while in command of the
American forces, 1775-1783.
It includes all maps then in existence of any real value
from Labrador to Louisiana. Although it is not possible to
say exactly what theoretical military training Washington
gave himself, we do know from the dates of publication that

WASHINGTON'S MILITARY LIBRARY

lg5

he probably had a little military library containing some
twenty books before the Revolution; that during it, he
acquired a dozen more; and when called to organize and
command the army in 1798 preparatory to possible war
with France, he added the publications printed in 1797, giv
ing the latest developments in French and English drill
regulations and tactics. Washington was the first American

soldier to see that European equipment experience, methods
and theory must be adapted to American conditions. His
entire military career was based on that fact, and all great
military success since, achieved by American soldiers, has
for its keynote, adaptability.
To students of Washington's military career, it is of
great value and interest to know what constituted his mili

tary library. It consisted of forty-seven books. I give the list
complete.
1. A Treatise of Military Discipline, by H. Bland, Lon
don, 1727.
2. Doctrine of Projectiles, by William Starrat, Dublin,
1733.

3. Uniform of the Forces of Great Britain in 1742 (Lon
don), 1742.
4. Plan for New-Modelling the French Army, by Her
man Maurice, Comte De Saxe, London, 1753.
5. System of Camp Discipline, Military honors, garrison
duty, and other regulations of the land forces, collected by
a gentleman of the Army, London, 1757.
6. An Essay on Fortification, by Charles Vallancey
(Translated from the French), Dublin, 1757.
7. A Treatise on Artillery, by John Muller, London,
1757.

8. The Field Engineer, by Louis Andre Clairac, Dublin,
1758.

9. The Military Engineer, by Guillaume Le Blond, 2
volumes, London, 1759.
10. A Military Treatise on the Appointments of the
Army, by Thomas Webb, Philadelphia, 1759.
11. The Partisan; or the Art of Making War in detach
ment. (Translated by T. Berkenhout) London, 1760. Prob-
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ably translation of L'art de la guerre pratique, by J. M. Ray
de Genies, Paris, 1754.
12. Essay on the Art of War, London, 1761.
13. Essay on the Art of War, translated by Captain
Joseph Otaway, London, 1761, from the French by Turpin
De Grisse, Lancelot, Comte de.
14. A treatise containing the Practical Part of Fortifica
tion, by John Muller, London, 1764.
15. Ordonnance du Roi pour regler I'exercice de Pinfanterie, Paris, 1766.
16. Manoeuvers, by William Young, London, 1771.
17. Army list, a list of the general and field-ofiicers, as
they rank in the Army of Great Britain, London (1772).
18. Military Discipline, by Richard Lambart, Earl of
Cavan, London, 1773.

19. A plan of Exercises, for the Militia of the province
of Massachusetts Bay; extracted from the plan of discipline,
for the Norfolk Militia, by Timothy Pickering, Boston, 1774.
20. The Manual Exercise as ordered by His Majesty in
1764, together with plans and Explanations of the Method
generally practised at Reviews and Field-Days, Boston,
Mass. (1774). Six copies were ordered by Washington and
received not later than in April, 1775.
21. An Easy Plan of Discipline for a Militia, by Timothy
Pickering, Salem, 1775.
22. Military Instructions for Officers Detached in the
Field, by Roger Stevenson, Philadelphia, 1775.
23. The Prussian Evolutions in Actual Engagements, by
Thomas Hanson, Philadelphia, 1775.
24. The Duties of Soldiers in General by Chevalier de la
"Valiere, Philadelphia, 1776. It embraces the Art of War:
1. The duties of all Military officers. 2. The duties of soldiers
in general. 3. The Rules and practice of the greatest gen
erals. (It is a small thin book—the ideal soldier's manual.)
25. Traite sur la Cavalrie, by Louis Drummond de Melfort, Paris, 1776.
26. List of Military Officers, British and Irish, in 1777.
27. A Military Course for the government and conduct
of a battalion, designed for their regulations in quarters,
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camp, or garrison, with useful observations and instructions
for their manner of attack and defense, by Thomas Simes,
London, 1777.
28. A treatise on the Military Service of light horse,
and light infantry, in the field, and in fortified places, by
Major General de Grandmaison. Translated by Major Lewis
Nicola, Philadelphia, 1777.
29. List of officers under Sir William Howe in America,
New York, James Rivington, 1778.
30. The Military Instructor for Non-commissioned Offi
cers and Private Men of the Infantry, by Thomas Simes,
London, 1779.
31. Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the
Troops of the United States, Part 1, by (Steuben, F. W. A.),
Philadelphia, 1779.
32. Memoire (sur le combat naval du 12 Avril, 1782),
by Comte de Grasse, Paris, 1782.
33. Advice to the Officers of the British Army. With
some Hints to the drummer and private soldier (by John
Williamson), London, 1787 (12th edition).
34. Essays on Field Artillery, by John Anderson, 1788.
35. Essais sur I'artillerie de campagne, by John Ander
son (Paris, 1791).
36. The Code of Military Standing Regulations of the
Bengal Establishment, by Henry Grace, Calcutta (1791).
37. Rules and regulations for the formations, field exer
cise, and movements of His Majesty's forces (London), 1792.
38. The Military System for the New Jersey Cavalry, by
Anthony Walton White, New Brunswick, 1793.
39. The American Trooper's pocket companion for the
Cavalry of the United States, by Nicholas Pariset, Trenton,
1793.

40. A new principle of tactics practiced by the Armies
of the Republic of France, illustrated and recommended to
be practiced by the regular and militia armies of the United
States, by James Simons, Charlestown, 1797.
41. Light Infantry Exercise; as ordered in His Majesty's
Regulations for the movements of the troops. Printed for the
War Ofiice by T. Egerton (London), 1797.
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42. Instruction for the formations and movements of the

Cavalry, by W. K. Davie, Halifax, 1799.
43. Act of Parliament respecting Militia (no date).
44. Traite de Cavalerie (no date).
45. Prussian Evolution (no date).
46. Muller on Fortification (no date).
47. The Military Guide, by Thomas Simes (no date).
This list embraces the military library that was in Wash
ington's possession at the time of his death at Mount Vernon in 1799.

Note: The Boston Atheneaum has issued a most complete catalogue
of "Washington's entire library, edited by Mr. Appleton P. C. Griffin and
Mr. William Collidge Lane, well worth the perusal of every student of
any part of Washington's career.

Report of Corresponding Secretary
Miss Ella Slingluff

, NEW MEMBERS
Warren T. Cressman
David Todd Jones
Miss E. Jennie David
Matthias P. Walker
Kirk Bryan
Mrs. Paul A. Johns
Daniel Hale Wood
Prank G. Kennedy
Harry Emerson Wildes
Mrs. Raymond M. Jaunich
Mrs. Frank P. Hoopes ..;
Miss Bertha Titlow
Miss Marion Styer .!
Miss Helen F, Minshall
Mrs. Matilda F. Minshall
Miss Mildred Fox
Herbert Harley
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Frank Rile
Mrs. J. N. Hunsberger
Miss Mary Griffin .•

October 7,1937
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October 7,1937
October 7,1937
October 7,1937
October 7,1937
October 7,1937
November 20,1937
.November 20,1937
November 20,1937
November 20,1937,
November 20,1937
February 22,1938
February 22,1938
February 22,1938
February 22, 1938
February 22,1938
February 22,1938

DEATHS

Mrs. Ivins C. Walker
Miss Marie R. Yost
Mrs. Frank Rittenhouse
Charles F. Cloud

November 24, 1937
December 28,1937
.January31,1938
February 24,1938

RESIGNATION

Mrs. George Herbert Brown

March 8,1938
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Report of the Recording Secretary
George K. Brecht

At the regular meeting of the Society, held November 20, 1937, the
minutes of the April, 1937, meeting and those of the Annual Outing were
approved.

S. Cameron Corson, for the Marker Committee, reported the Hancock
tomb in Montgomery Cemetery repaired, and bronze marker, bearing the
name, date of birth and date of death, placed over the door of the tomb.

The Outing Committee reported the Annual Outing a success, all bills
paid, and no balance.

The Publication Committee reported Bulletin No. 3 distributed to
members.

Papers presented were as follows:

"Some Reminiscences of Dr. Hiram Corson," prepared by Isaac
Roberts and read by George N. Highley.
"Notes on the Early History of Abington Meeting," by Arthur H.
Jenkins.

"The Golden Ball Tavern," by Charles Harper Smith.

ANNUAL MEETING, FEBRUARY 22, 1938
Annual reports of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer were read
and accepted.

Mrs. Josephine B, Yost, aged 90 years, was elected an Honorary
Member of the Society.

OfBcers elected for the ensuing year were:
President—Nelson P. Fegley, Esq.
•

Vice-Presidents—S. Cameron Corson
Mrs. John Faber Miller

Lloyd A. Moll

Recording Secretary—Rebecca W. Brecht (Mrs. George K.)
Corresponding Secretary—Miss Ella SlinglufF
Financial Secretary—Mrs. William M. Gearhart
Treasurer—Lyman A. Kratz
Librarian—Miss Emily K. Preston
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REPORTS

Trustees—Franklin A. Stickler
Mrs. A. Conrad Jones
Miss Katharine Preston
H. H. Ganser

Floyd G. Frederick

By motion, it was decided that three delegates should be sent to

Harrisburg to the meeting of the State Federation of Historical Societies,
all expenses to be paid by the Society.
Papers presented were as follows:

"The Work and Objectives of the Pennsylvania Historical Commis
sion," prepared by S. K. Stevens and read by Miss Ella Slingluflf.

"Horsham Men in the Revolution," by Charles Harper Smith.
"The American Army at Whitemarsh, 1777," by Alan Corson.

Report of the librarian
Emily K. Preston

Since the last issue of the Bulletin the following books have been
added to the library: The Hoover Policies, by Ray Lyman Wilbur; Con
sider the Lilies How They Grow, by John Joseph Stoudt;. History of
Bauphin and Lebanon Counties, by W. H. Egle, M.D.; Elenor C. Custer,
Her Family and Connections, by Agnes Williamson Storer ; The Family
Book of History, by J. Olney and J. W. Barber; Bucks County Historical
Society Publications, Vol. VII.
The following are in pamphlet form: Leaves from the Past, by Dora
Harvey Develin; Seven Marstellers and Their Lineal Descendants, by
John A. T. Marsteller; Newtown Reliance Company, by Edward R.
Bamsley; A History of Secondary Education in Lebanon County, Penna.;
Chronicle of Early American Industries Association; Tredyffrin-Easttown History Club Quarterly, Nos. 1 and 2.
A number of curios have also been added to the museum.

Attention was called at the last meeting to a valuable collection of
manuscript material, consisting of eight volumes of Church, Bible and
family records, compiled by Mr. Charles Major; and also to an Index of
Personal Names in the three volumes of Records of the Court of Quarter
Sessions of Philadelphia County, in the library of the Historical Society
of Montgomery County, prepared by Mr. Edward W. Hocker. These
volumes are photostatic copies of the original records. These two compila
tions form only a part of such manuscript material in the library, other
records having been assembled by members of the Society, and having

been reported from time to time. Much still remains to be done along this
line, and it is hoped that volunteers will come forward to carry on the
good work.

192

The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for
its object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical
research has been materially aided in the past by donations
of family, church and graveyard records; letters, diaries

and other manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers
have also been contributed. This public-spirited support has
been highly appreciated and is earnestly desired for the
future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested per
sons, whether residents of the county or not, and all such
persons are invited to have their names proposed at any

meeting. The annual dues are $2.00; life membership,
$50.00. Every member is entitled to a copy of each issue of
The Bulletin free.

Historical Hall, 18 East Penn Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 to 12 A.M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted
during these hours, but no book may be taken from the
building.

To Our Friends
Our Society needs funds for the furthering of it.s work, its expansion,
its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through
bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their estates.
The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to

meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the making
of wills:

I

HEREBY

GIVE

AND

BEQUEATH

TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OF
DOLLARS ($

)

