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An Appreciation
Through the generosity of Dr. Willoughby H.
Reed it has been made possible to enlarge the use
fulness of the Bulletin by increasing the number

of pages from forty-eight to ninety-six. This addi
tional space will give room for the publication of
the longer papers prepared for former meetings
for which room could not heretofore be found;
and also will allow for the inclusion of other

material, such as the Bible records begun in this
number.

The Publication Committee takes this means

of expressing the deep appreciation of the Society
for this liberal contribution, and for the unfailing
interest in its work so often practically expressed
by this loyal member.

The Golden Ball Tavern*
By Charles Harper Smith
The old inn at Davis Grove, known to local tradition as the

Golden Ball Tavern, has played an unique part in the history
of Horsham township. Although occupied as a private resi
dence for the past 75 years or more, it was a place of public
entertainment for the greater part of a century, in a period
when country taverns were much more important centers of
community life than at present.
The date at which this cross-roads was chosen as a suit

able location for a public house has not been definitely deter
mined. One neighborhood story insists that Sir William Keith
had an inn built here to house his over-night guests who could
not be accommodated at the manor house nearby. This inter
esting tradition cannot be accepted for the very good reason

that no road, either public or private, passed this spot during
the Governor's tenure of office.

The road which the Governor laid out from Willow Grove

to his plantation followed the general line of the present
Easton road as far as the intersection of the Davis Grove road.
It then turned into the latter road for a distance of 40 rods.

At that point it angled northward across the present Hitner
and Molan Realty properties, coming out on the county line not
far from the farm buildings now occupied by William Zim
merman.^

The first house at Davis Grove was undoubtedly the
cabin of the first John Jarrett, standing on approxi

mately the site of the present Arthur Jarrett residence.
Formerly a resident of Germantown, Jarrett bought 155
acres on the south side of the present Privet road in 1726 from
his brother-in-law John Lukens.^ In order to reach Keith's
*Read before the Society, November 20, 1937.
^ Survey by Nicholas Scull. Col. Rec., Ill, 158 and 177.
2 Phila. Deeds, H 5, 242.
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highway, he opened a private lane along the line of the present
Davis Grove road from his house to the intersection mentioned
above. This was known as "John Gerret's Lane" as late as

1745, and perhaps long afterward.
Lady Keith then extended the lane across her property to
the manor house, along the line of the present Governor's
road, and that part of the original road which lay between the
Davis Grove road and the county line was abandoned. This
all happened before 1735, in which year the Privet road, was
opened from Davis Grove to the county line, along the bound
ary between the Keith and Jarrett plantations.® The'present
Easton road had already been laid out from the county line to
Dyer's Mill, a few miles beyond Doylestown, and this connect
ing link provided a continuous highway from Philadelphia to
the central section of Bucks county.
These facts seem to furnish ample evidence that no public
house was built at Davis Grove prior to 1735, and it is almost
equally certain that no building was standing on the present
inn property 10 years later, when the Davis Grove road was
extended past the Kenderdine mill, to its junction with the
Horsham road near Prospectville. The draught of this ex
tension was made by John Lukens, a nephew of the Lukens
already mentioned, and the owner of the present John B. Park
farm.^ He was then a rising young surveyor, who later be

came Surveyor General of Pennsylvania. As was not unusual
in those days, Lukens sketched in the important buildings
along the line of the proposed road. His draught carried a
sketch of the Kenderdine mill, and a drawing of the tavern

would almost certainly have been added if it had then been in
existence.

"Jarret's Corner," as the cross-roads then came to be
called, became an increasingly important intersection as Bucks
and Northampton counties were opened to settlement, and it
is not difficult to believe that it was soon looked upon as a

promising location for a general store or a tavern. Just when
this thought was converted into action Is a matter of con3 PHila. Qr. Sess. Court Road Rec., Packet 24, M 67.
«Ibid., Packet 26, M 89.
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jecture, but in the absence of more definite records it is not

unlikely that a financial transaction which took place in the
year 1766 becomes significant.
A Quaker farmer named Jabez White had owned the
ground on which the inn stands, as well as the adjoining
K. G. E. Home property and the Nancy C. Wood farm, for
more than 30 years, and had been a tenant on the land for an
even longer time.^ He was now become "very Antient," in the

words of his will, and apparently found it necessary to place
a mortgage on a portion of his plantation. Since his own house
was built on the Wood farm, he chose the 50 acres at the south
end of his place, being the 4 acres now attached to the inn
and the 46 acres belonging to the K. G. E. Home. The mort
gage was placed with his neighbor Jacob Kenderdine.®
This mortgage deed makes no mention of improvements,
which would ordinarily have been named if they had
existed. While this is not conclusive evidence, in view of the
frequent inaccuracies in 18th century deeds, it leaves the
presumption that" no house had been built on the property
at the time the deed was executed. White sold the 50 acres

five years later, but this deed was not recorded and the
question of improvements is left unsettled.^
The buyer was Evan Lloyd, of Horsham, whose father,
John Lloyd, had left him the present Wm. L. Shoemaker
farm on Maple avenue. Evan sold this property to his
brother Hugh® in order to obtain funds for his new venture.
He was unsuccessful, however, and the Davis Grove prop
erty was sold by the Sheriff on September 1, 1773, to Wil
liam Dean of Haverford township.®

Two important facts are brought out in this deed: first,
a house was a part of the purchase, and second. Dean was
a "merchant" and not an innkeeper. Taken together they

probably mean that the first house on the 50 acres was
5 Phila. Deeds, G 1, 327.
8 Phila. Mort. Deeds, X 11, 91.
^ The deed is quoted, however, in EF 5, 52.
®Mont. Co. Deeds, 11, 176.
9 Phila. Sheriff's Deeds, B-3, O.P., 243.
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built between 1766 and 1773, that it stood on the site of, or

was a part of the present building, and it was used by both
Lloyd and Dean as a general store and not as a tavern. The
last assumption is strengthened by the further fact that the
list of tavern licenses Issued in Philadelphia county from

March, 1762, to June, 1776, contains no license in Horsham
township during that period."
William Dean was born in Ireland, the son of a Presby

terian minister. He emigrated to Chester county with his
family while still a boy. In 1758, at the age of 16, he en
listed with the Pennsylvania Regiment for service in Gen
eral Forbes' expedition against Fort Duquesne. In later life
he became a country merchant or store-keeper. Within two
years after he moved to Horsham the Revolutionary war
came on, and he became active in the American cause. His

previous military experience gave him an appointment as
lieutenant-colonel of the first battalion of Associators
formed in the southeastern end of Montgomery county.^^
In 1777 he was made colonel of the Fourth Battalion of

Philadelphia County Militia, composed of companies from
Horsham, Montgomery, Gwynedd, Upper Dublin and Moreland townships, and remained in command until 1780, when
he was made sub-lieutenant of this military district.
Colonel Dean was with Washington in New Jersey dur

ing the fall and early winter of 1776, and led his battalion
at Trenton and Princeton. In June, 1777, he was forced to

mobilize against Tories in his own neighborhood, and from
August to December he and his men were again in the

field, first blocking the British attempt to cross the Schuylkill at the Swedes Ford, then joining in the attack on Ger-

mantown, and finally camping with the Continental troops
at Whitemarsh. Little time had been left for the prosaic

business of keeping store, and it is small wonder that when
the Fourth Battalion was discharged about the middle of

December, the Colonel sold his Horsham property to John
1® Penna. Hist. Soc., Mss. Am. 2014.
" Penna. Mag., 38, 458.
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Tomkins of Hatboro^^ and devoted his entire time to military
affairs.

Tomkins was already the proprietor of a tavern in Hatboro, on the north side of York road below the county line.
He paid the ordinary license fees for this inn from the date
of its purchase in 1770 to 1776. There is a break in the
license records from 1776 to 1781, but in the latter year his
fees were twice the amount charged most tavern-keepers."
This would seem to indicate that he was the owner of two

taverns at that time, and creates the suspicion that he had
converted the Davis Grove store into an inn during the
intervening five years.
If this is true, he probably added the west end of the
older part of the structure, containing a kitchen, bar, and
dining-room on the first floor and a large assembly or ball
room above. Faint indications of a line of jointure in the
rear outside wall and the presence of a dividing wall in
the cellar seem to strengthen this belief. In that event, the
large-parlor and wide hall downstairs, and the two bed
rooms on the second floor at the east end of the building
were the original store property.
Tomkins was a man of means, amply able to finance
such an enlargement and the times were such as to make
the venture profitable. Many strangers were on the roads,
going about the multifarious errands of wartime. The local
population received enormous prices for their produce,
once the British were driven from Philadelphia, and since
payment was made in Continental currency, they made

haste to spend it before it became valueless.
Taverns performed many functions in those days be
sides providing temporary shelter for travelers. In a number
of ways they were the predecessors of our modern clubs
and community houses. Neighbors met there to gossip or
transact business over their mugs of ale or glasses of rum.
Local officers held their meetings in the assembly room to
be found in m'ost good taverns. Local elections were held
>2 Phila. Deeds, EF 5, 62.
13Accounts of Pennsylvania, I, 5.
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there, too, as well as balls, receptions, and public mass
meetings.

The assembly room on the second floor of the Davis
Grove tavern is of noble and dignified proportions. It must
have been used for the above purposes, and no doubt filled

an urgent need in Horsham township, where such facilities
had not previously existed. It may also have been the meet
ing-place of the officers of the local battalion of militia
during the Revolution, and the muster-ground of the rank
and file on days of muster and parade. It is known to have
been the polling place where militiamen balloted for their
officers shortly after 1800" and no doubt was headquarters
for the Horsham company as soon as it was completed. It
was also the polling place for township elections as late
as 1855," but the date when it was first used for general
elections has not been found.

In 1782 Tomkins sold the property to David Caldwell,"
who had moved into the township the year before, probably
as Tomkins' farm and tavern manager. Little is known of

him otherwise, but since he was not enrolled in the Hor
sham company of militia, he was probably either over age
or not able-bodied." He paid excise tax on the liquor sold at
the tavern," and at one time was fined for operating a
"tippling-house" because he had failed to renew his license.
In 1786 he sold out to Joseph Ball, a merchant of Moreland township," and apparently moved to Philadelphia.
The management of the tavern was then taken over by
one Mary Ball, who was doubtless a relative of the owner.
It was during her regime that the inn acquired a reputation

beyond its immediate neighborhood, and it is quite possible
that the additions to the original building already described
Papers of Hon. Jones Detwiler, Hist. Soc. of Mont. Co.
15 Mont. Co. Sessions Docket 9, 246.
16 Mont. Co. Deeds, 14, 188.

17 Perhaps he was a disabled Revolutionary soldier. See Penna.
Arch., Fifth, V, 9.
16 Accounts of Jacob Auld, Coll. of Excise Tax for Montgomery

County. Penna. Hist. Soc., VoM. 65, Vol. 11.
19Mont. Co. Deeds, 14, 190.
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were made during this period instead of 20 years previously.
Tradition says that a large gilded ball was hung outside as
a tavern sign, and the inn was named "The Golden Ball."

This soon became "The Yellow Ball" to its more prosaic
customers, and the cross-roads settlement itself was known
as "Pumpkin Town."

Mary Ball moved out about the middle of the year 1796,
and was succeeded by William Yerkes, formerly of Moreland township, who managed the property until 1800, when
it was bought by Jesse Kirk, then a storekeeper living in
the Northern Liberties section of Philadelphia.-® Kirk was
apparently a more successful manager than his immediate
predecessors, for he made numerous real estate investments

in the neighborhood during the remainder of his lifetime,
and added the west wing to the tavern building, presumably
to provide living quarters for his own large family.
The older part of the building contained but two bed
rooms, which seems utterly inadequate. It must be remem
bered, however, that an inn in this location did hot cater
primarily to the stage-coach trade, but depended rather on
teamsters who were accustomed to sleep in their wagons,
and who sometimes brought along their own rations and
feed for their horses. In severe weather they could be
housed on the third floor of the inn, where there were two
large finished rooms which could be fitted up as dormitories.
Jesse Kirk died in 1819 and the inn fell to his son Jacob^^

who continued the business until his own death 38 years
later. In 1839 the present line of the Easton road between
Hallowell and the county line was opened to the public, and
thereafter Davis Grove was situated on a little-used by
road. The popularity of the old tavern suffered still further
when the Hallowell Hotel was built on the main road at

Hallowell, and during the last years of his life Jacob Kirk's
Inn could hardly have been classed as a public house.
When he died in 1857, unmarried and intestate, the

20 Ibid., 191.
21 Ibid., 33, 709.
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Court awarded the property to his sister Eliza, the wife of
James McNair of Yates county, New York. She sold it two

years later to Morris Davis,from whom the cross-roads
takes its present name. He and his successors have occupied
the premises as a private dwelling, and the old tavern has
passed into history. It is still one of the most dignified and
substantial Colonial buildings in the township, and should
remain as a historical landmark for many years to come.

22Ibid., 114, 359.

"Valley Forge"*
By Ella Slingluff
There seems to have been a sentiment among the foun
ders of the Historical Society of Montgomery County that
a portion of every annual meeting should be devoted to
the memory of the great man—^the great patriot—whose
birthday not only this Society, not only our own United

States of America, but the whole ^world celebrates. In
accordance with this tradition, request was made that a
recent book entitled "Valley Forge" be reviewed.

It is impossible to pronounce the words "Valley Forge"
without thinking of the great and patient commander, the
wise and far-seeing statesman, the First President of the
United States of America, the Christian gentleman—"firat

in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his country
men"—^the illustrious, the immortal George Washington.
The beautifully written and very interesting and in
forming book, "Valley-Forge," was written by Harry Em
erson Wildes, a member of this Society. Mr. Wildes claims
Valley Forge as his residence. He acknowledges obligations
to such familiar persons as Mrs. W. Herbert Burke, Ellis
P. Oberholtzer and Jerome Sheas, and to the Historical
Societies of Pennsylvania, Chester County and Montgomery
County. The author writes me that "much of the material

was inspired by the careful articles in the splendid series
of 'Sketches' of the Historical Society of Montgomery
County."

The author tells us that "the country was preserved
through the inspiration of that Valley Forge winter." The
army came there in defeat; the troops left it, to win their
victory. He sees the encampment as the central feature of

the Revolution, the place where American democracy first
*Read before the Society, February 22, 1939.
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grew to manhood. The wintry ordeal at Valley Forge was
*'the nation's great sacrifice for freedom."
Four trees now remain from the time of the encamp

ment, but only two stand within Valley Forge grounds. One
is found at the entrance to Washington Inn, the site of the

ancient camp ovens. It was 200 years old when Washing
ton stood beneath its branches. The other is an elm-like

hackberry tree near the southern limit of the camp. This
was a sapling, five years old, when soldiers came to draw
water at the spring close to its roots. In Washington's day,

as now, the dogrwoods edged the forests. The author points
out that "the choice of dogwood, hardiest and longest lived
of flowering native trees, was a happy thought as a memo
rial to the Continental camp, as it endures unharmed the
swift changes of temperature that mark a Pennsylvania

spring." It stands unscathed through high winds, its great
white blossoms typifying the spirit of the park.
The author refers to the original settlers—some coming

as early as 1707—^the Welsh, Swedes, and English Quakers,
and to their difficulties in assimilating, and also to the pe

culiar superstitions of the Swedes and Finns. Long before
the Revolution, however, the people had learned that not
every Swede was a witch, and all were enjoying peace and
prosperity.

It was a great shock when the Valley Forge folk
learned that General Howe, with a great fleet, was sailing
from New York to bring the war to Pennsylvania. We all
know of the two unsuccessful battles fought to keep the

British out of the capital, Philadelphia—^Brandywine, on

September 11, 1777, and Germantown on October 4th of
the same year. Between these two dates occurred the
Paoli Massacre and the proposed Battle of the Clouds—
the latter made impossible by a dense fog and floods of
rain. Immediately after the lifting of the fog, late in the
afternoon, Howe sent light infantry to capture Valley
Forge. The large American magazines, insufficiently
guarded since the transfer of stores from the Falls of
Schuylkill base, fell easily into British hands: 4000 barrels

• VALLEY FORGE

253

of flour, huge stocks of essential camp equipment, thous
ands of axes, shovels, and"entrenchment tools; 25 barrels
of horseshoes, and other commodities.

Mills and store

houses were burned, stone houses looted, leather chairs
and feather beds ripped, silver stolen. The Hessians, too,
were let loose and they completed the work of destruction.

Within a radius of four miles less than twenty usable
houses were left standing.

When it became evident that winter quarters for Wash
ington's army must be found in Pennsylvania, Valley Forge
was the site selected. Howe could be watched in Philadel

phia, the iron industries could be protected in Coventry and
Pottsgrove, and military stores in Reading. The soldiery
were then encamped at Whitemarsh, and were fearfully
depressed and despondent. They started on the week's
weary, weary march to Valley Forge. On arrival the work

of housing was soon begun. It was hoped to have all
the huts complete by Christmas. Until all these were

ready, Washington shared hardships with his army. He
slept, and wrote, and transacted business in the same little

tent or marquee, novr in the Valley Forge Museum of

America History. When all the men were housed, and the
officers assigned quarters, Washington moved into his

headquarters, the Potts House, early in January.
The tale of the sufferings of the army from hunger,
freezing cold, and disease is familiar to everyone. Their
great commander wrote, "But naked and freezing as they
are, we cannot enough admire the incomparable patience
and fidelity of the soldiers."

But spring was sure to come. Disease lessened, weeds
began to grow, weeds that could be made into ointments
and other simple remedies. The writer claims that baseball

in its simplest form was introduced into America at Valley
Forge.

As for food, the famine ended dramatically. Countless

thousands of fat shad, swimming up the Schuylkill to
spawn, filled the river. Sullivan's men, accustomed to tread
ing out fresh water mussels in the stream were astonished
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to see the river almost boiling with the struggling fish. The

cavalrymen rode upstream, carrying boughs and long sticks,
and drove the shad before them into nets spread across the

river at Pawling's ford. Thousands were netted at each
haul. There was abundance for immediate use, and hun
dreds of barrels were salted down for future use.

Three good days of fun and frolic came before leaving
camp, St. Patrick's Day, May Day, and the celebration of
the French alliance. Von Steuben's vigorous and"successful
drilling was held up for a few snatches of recreation, and
officers wisely took no notice.

Cold, hunger, and disease having disappeared, the welldrilled and beautifully-aligned army which marched in

carefully formed columns on June 19, 1778, to Coryell's
feiTy, on the Delaware river, was a different army from
that which had stumbled through the snow, six months
before. This time, not depressed, but singing—singing such
songs as:

"Let tyrants shake their iron rod
And slavery clank her galling chains;
We fear them not, we trust in God;
New England's God forever reigns."
"Where stands Valley Forge," said Governor Brum

baugh at the dedication of the arch, "there stand the hopes,
the aspirations, the glories of human kind."

Providence's Part in Provisioning the Camp
at Valley Forge*
By Rev. J. G. Francis, A.B., B.D.

Under date of April ISth, President Knipe of our His
torical Society wrote me: "Can you address us on April 28
upon some subject touching on the service of the Provi

dence Militia at Valley Forge, if they were encamped, or
the service of any of the Providence men at Valley Forge;
or the service rendered to the Continentals at Valley Forge
by supplies and subsistence furnished by the Providence
people?;" I have chosen, therefore, the subject above.
To some extent, I have treated this subject in the
columns of "The Norristown Times-Herald," of necessity
briefly and very imperfectly. At this time I hope to treat it
somewhat more in keeping with the purposes of this dig
nified historical organization of the county to which Valley
Forge camp ground belongs.
There is one word in connection with the north side of

the river at Valley Forge that we may without fear under

score heavily. It is the word Provisions. In any sphere where
life functions, be it plant or animal life, life of man or
beast, food is fundamental. Cut off the food supply of an
army and you have a whipped army. Lack of food has
caused more capitulations than all the assaults of ammuni

tion. "Is was an hungered and ye fed me" is a slogan that
opens the gates of heaven. If the food supply is left out of
calculation in the restoration of Valley Forge Park, those
who visit it for its message will be very poorly fed.
That the Valley Forge camp ground furnished the base

for a powerful resistence to military attack has frequently
been asserted. As Washington in the preceding September
"Read before the Society, April 28, 1928.
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was on the north side of the river getting his army in shape

to prevent Howe's crossing, he certainly studied carefully
Howe's position on the other side. The Star Redoubt with
its long stretch of protected field beyond must have sent a

feeling akin to dismay into, the 'American commander's
heart. With Howe's cannon on the Star Redoubt, what

would happen to the American army? We assert with con
fidence that while preparing, on the Vaux plantation, to
give Howe battle, there was laid in the mind of Washing
ton the foundation of his choice of Valley Forge for winter

quarters. Because, therefore, his stay on the north side
determined his winter quarters on the south side is another
reason why the north side should be in the park. Visitors
to the park cannot understand this till they have crossed
Sullivan's Bridge and looked across to the south side. The
strength of Howe's position very likely made it somewhat
easier for Washington to accept as genuine Howe's ruse
against ammunition at Reading. Under the existing condi
tions, Washington was not over-anxious for an argument
with Howe. If he could have exchanged positions with

Howe, perhaps he would have been willing to debate. But,
at this time, what we wish to stress is that if Washington
were impressed with the strength of the south side, he was
no less impressed with the fatness of the north side.
True, the Chester Valley, which opened on Valley Forge
from the west, was a rich valley; but Howe's absorbent
army had passed down that valley. From Fatland Ford
this army, already well gorged, had passed down on the
east side to Philadelphia. Defeat and Howe's persistent
effort to crush until the weather became really cold had

kept Washington from replenishing his larder. When
Mother Hubbard went to the cupboard, behold, the cup
board was bare. And the British scouts were on all sides
to see that Mother Hubbard should not get the poor dog

a bone. And if a bone appeared in sight, there were Tories
who quickly, hied to Philadelphia and exclaimed to Howe,
"Behold the bone!" So, many times it was true that the
poor dog had none.

PROVIDENCE'S PART IN PROVISIONING CAMP AT VALLEY FORGE
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When Washington's army had started on what proved
to be its way to Valley Forge, Colonel John Laurens, pri
vate secretary to the General, wrote: "The army was
ordered to march to Swede's Ford, and encamp with the
right to the Schuylklll. The next morning the want of pro
visions—could weep tears of blood when I say it—ren
dered it impossible to march. We did not march till the
evening of that day, and a bridge of wagons was made over
Swede's Ford."

The army was a week at Gulph Mills; but what were
the mills but an empty cupboard? On attempting to
cross at Matson's Ford, now Conshohocken, they had run
into the army of Cornwallis on the west side, intent on
overstocking for the winter Howe's cupboard in Philadel
phia. Who can doubt—and if any doubt, subsequent devel
opments will dispel the doubt—that visions of the fat cup
boards of James Vaux and of the farmers on beyond rose
before the eyes of George Washington, and that he beheld
again the rich orchards and fields of Providence which
on the previous September 20th his men, on the way to
Fatland Ford, had looted? Not that he lusted for the fleshpots of Egypt, but his heart bled for his men. Quaker hos
pitality was proverbial. Behold how Mother Stephens re
ceived the famished soldiers of Wheedon. (See Woodman's
History.) Such hospitality feeds not alone the body; it feeds
the spirit; and the spirit thus fed will sustain the body many
days. "And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in
the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto
Horeb the mount of God" (IK 19:4-8).
Compare the words Provision and Providence. They are
built on the same foundation—a seeing over or a seeing
for. We call attention to William Penn christening the heart

of his Manor of Gilberts with the name of New Providence,
to his planting in the New World the liberty for which
Washington afterward contended.

Who can doubt that

when Penn from across beheld the struggle of Washington
he exclaimed: "Behold, I have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not?" The British had sent Mother Hubbard to
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the undertaker's to get poor doggy a coffin, but through the

provisions of Providence, behold, on the return of Mother
Hubbard, poor doggy a-laughing.

"Imagination, idealism, poetry," you shriek. Nay, verily
this is reality of realities. It was not a matter of chance that
the provisions which saved the American cause came from
Providence. If Providence is left out of Valley Forge Park,
the whole thing is vanity.
WHEAT

Late in the year 1776 Rowland Evans, living on his own

property at Millgrove Mills, sold the same to Governor John
Pehn, Esq. Arrangements were made for Evans to remain
as tenant. The lease was dated April 1, 1777, and was for

one year. He was to "Pay the full Quantity or Measure of
Four Hundred Bushels of good, sound and Merchantable
Wheat, on the First Day of April, which will be in the Year
of our Lord Seventeen Hundred and Seventy Eight, the
Rent reserved as aforesaid in good, clean Merchantable
Wheat in the Mills aforesaid, or in the Wheat store House
on the Premises."

Our wheat question centers about Rowland Evans, of
the Mill; and it is well to be somewhat clear in regard to
him. We permit him freely, through Dr. Reed, to state his

own case: "September following (following April 1, 1777),
the British army passed by the place and took about Three
Hundred Bushels of Oats, tramped and ruined Five or Six
acres of Buckwheat, besides potatoes, apples, etc., for which
I never received any compensation. They likewise tore the
bolting cloths in such a manner, that the Mill has grown
much out of repute on account of the bad work she does.
"In the latter part of the year 1777, the American Army
took from me Four Hundred Bushels of Wheat which I

had designed to have paid my rent with and allowed me
only 8-6 per bushel for it; also took hay to my great preju
dice, having been obliged to send my cattle to Berks County
to keep them from perishing.
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"In" May and June 1778, the Horse of the American
Army were put on my wheat Meadow—^The Wheat was
computed twenty acres for which I was allowed 400 bushels
at 12-6 per bushel—the hay at five pounds per ton—in
Lieu of which I was obliged to purchase grain and hay at
a most exorbitant price.
"It is to be considered that when I first took this place,

it was with view of doing Merchant work with ye Mills, as
the exportation was then open, but as the trade was stopped
immediately after my time commenced I have no merchant
work at all since April, 1777, so that the mill which used
to be a valuable part of the Estate has been Scarce any
advantage at all to me, having nothing but country Custom
which was always Small by reason of the number of Mills
in ye neighborhood, and is now much smaller since the
British Soldiers tore the Bolting cloths."
How it happened that there were nearly 400 bushels
of wheat at the mill after the British passed through we
are not told. We may make several surmises—that the
British had loaded up to capacity previously in the Chester
Valley; that passing quickly across and from Fatland Ford,
fearing the return of Washington and a reblocking of the road
to Philadelphia, prevented loading it up; that Rowland
Evans, saving the wheat for his rent in the coming spring,
had secreted it; and lastly that Howe having passed on
September 23rd, and this being December 25th, that Evans
had accumulated the wheat since, perhaps threshing it out.
But the important fact is that the wheat was there, whether
in the mill or in the storehouse. Here was a cupboard not
bare.

Washington on December 23rd, describing his men on
their march to Valley Forge, says: "To see men without
clothes to cover their nakedness, without blankets to lie
upon, without shoes, and almost as often without provisions
as with them, marching thru frost and snow, and at Christ

mas time taking up their winter quarters within a day's
march of the enemy, without a house or a hut to cover them
until these could be built, and submitting without a murmur
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is a proof of patience and obedience which, in my opinion,
can scarce be paralleled."

But before Washington wrote about the condition of his
men, he had taken steps to get to the cupboard. In Wheedon's Orderly Book for December 22nd we read: "Major
Gen. Sullivan having obligingly undertaken the direction of
a Bridge to be built over the Schuylkill is to be excused
from the common duties of the Gamp."
While Rowland Evans' letter tells us there were numer

ous mills in the neighborhood, we must not think that there
were half a dozen within a stone's throw of Mill Grove

Mills. Within recent years the next mill was about two miles
up the Perkiomen, known as Keyser's, now changed to
Indian Head Park; but this mill we have reason to believe
was not built till after the Revolution. The next mill is a

mile above at Arcola, at least four miles from Valley Forge
as the crow flies. Good roads people tell us that bad roads
at the time were more often the cause of the empty larder
than was the real lack of provisions; but more of this later.
With the army so weak from lack of food as to be unable
to march a day, and with a mill at the end of a four-mile
impassable road in the midst of winter, starvation was- in
control. But George Washington had learned to know James
Vaux and Rowland Evans, both Friends; and they were
just across the river, friends in need, friends indeed.
The Orderly Book for December 25th reads: "Each Bri
gade is to detach an active careful Subaltern and 12 Men
who with an Assistant Commissary are to go to such places
as the Comissary Gen. or his Assistant at Camp shall direct
for the purpose of collecting Flour, Grain, Cattle, or Pork
for the army. Such men are to be selected as are able
of Body & Know how to thrash. Major Miller is to take
command of this party and see them duly employed for the
purpose above mentioned." To place a Major Miller in com
mand suggests that in the darkest hour Washington had a
saving sense of humor.
Further on the 25th: "Gen. Huntingdon is to send Imme

diately a Captn. Subaltern & 40 men of his Brigade as a
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Picket to Fat Land Ford and relieve tomorrow." Why the
Picket at Fat Land Ford? Do you mean to tell me that it
was not to protect the men bringing Rowland Evans* wheat
across the river?

Well, what does the Orderly Book say in regard to De
cember 26th? "General Court Martial is to sit. . . . It is

with inexpressible Grief and Indignation that the General
has received Information of the Cruel outrages and Robber
ies lately committed by Soldiers on the other side Schuylkill.
Were we in the Enemies Country such practices would be
unwarrantable, but committed against our friends are in the
highest degree Base, Cruel and Injurious to the Cause in
which we are engaged. They demand therefore and shall
receive the severest punishment. Such crimes have brought
reproach upon the Army; and every Officer and Soldier
suffers by the practices of such villains, and it is the Interest
of every honest Man to detect them and prevent a repitition of such Crimes."

Any intelligent person, any one who can put two and
two and two together and perceive that the combination
makes six, can reconstruct the situation. Rowland Evans'

statement that late in the year 1777 the American Army
took from him upwards of 400 bushels of wheat, the pres
ence of Americans across the river, even though some of
them did dastardly things, and the presence of Gen. Hunt
ingdon's picket guard of forty men at Fatland Ford on
December 25th, together proclaim in unmistakable terms
•that Washington at Valley Forge, in that deep valley of
the shadow of death, made his army a Christmas present
of Rowland Evans' 400 bushels of wheat, doubtless made
with torn bolting cloths into flour before it left the mill. We
are Methodist enough to exclaim, "Praise the Lord!"
That anyone could misbehave in the slightest degree on
such an occasion in the presence of friends who willingly
furnished the gift was an act unpardonable in the eyes of

Washington. We share his indignation; but how many to
day show gratitude to Rowland Evans? We are constrained

to remark that in this late day of grace there are people
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who still do detestable things on Christmas day, and in the

presence of the Gift of Gifts. Such people disgrace hu
manity.

In the Orderly Book we read: "Jan. 28. ... a soldier in
the Seventh Pena. Batallion Tried for robbing a load of

wheat, &c, from one of Col. Spencers Waggoners found
guilty of a Breach of the 5th Art: of 18 Sect: of the Articles
of War and sentenced to receive 30 lashes on his bare back
well laid on at the head of his Regiment."

After Major Miller's men had had a few square meals
from Rowland Evans' staff of life, we doubt not that they
had stamina enough to wade through the snow to other

mills, and to farms, especially to the northwest, and assisted
in threshing unthreshed wheat.
When the roads became passable, loyal farmers of

themselves began hauling wheat to the needy army. Abra
ham Brower, for many years a guard in Valley Forge Park,
told us that his great-grandfather, Michael Horning, living
immediately north of the present town of Oaks, a private
in the company of militia from middle New Providence,
hauled wheat to Valley Forge, and shook hands with Gen
eral Washington. He, doubtless, came down the road that

runs past the Providence Friend's Meeting-house, down past
what is now St. Paul's Episcopal Church, forded the Perkiomen where the bridge now is east of Oaks, turned at Audubon down the road to Pawling's, crossed Sullivan's Bridge,
and delivered the goods in camp. He was one of many Provi
dence farmers.
MEAT

There is a tradition, undoubtedly authentic, that Wash

ington's slaughter house was on the farm of John Umstead,
the third farm on the east side up from the Perkiomen creek.
John Umstead, like Michael Horning, was a private in Cap
tain Neilson's company from middle New Providence. His
son, Jonas Umstead, succeeded to the ownership of the
farm, and after Jonas, his son, Rev. John H. Umstead,
founder and bishop of the Brethren church at Green Tree.
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Milton I. Davis, son-in-law of Rev. John H., occupied and
owned the farm for a generation. The son-in-law of Mr.
Davis, Frank Eavenson, in like capacity, till his recent
death, occupied the place.

Margaret, only daughter of John Umstead, married
Thomas Francis, oldest son of Captain Arnold Francis. Mar
garet became the grandmother of John U. Francis, senior,

of Oaks, Pa., now in his eighty-third year. For thirteen
years he made the old camp schoolhouse the dominant
center of Valley Forge. John U. often heard his grand
mother tell of her seeing Washington at her father's home,
that he held her'on his lap and that the slaughter house
was there. Till a few years ago the chair in which Washing
ton sat was in the possession of my father. The tradition as

to the slaughter house comes down through other channels
and is undoubtedly correct.

Rowland Evans tells us that, when the American Army
had taken his hay, he had to drive his cattle up to Berks
county to keep them from starving. Why drive them north
west to Berks county? If he had driven them to the north
east or to the southwest, they would likely have fallen into
the hands of the British in Philadelphia; and, of course, to
have driven them southeast would be giving them to the
enemy. They were safe only in the northwest, for when
there Washington's army was a barrier to keep the enemy
away. To the northwest of the encampment was the logical
place for the slaughter house, and northwest from the en
campment was the Umstead farm. To this place the cattle
could be brought with safety. Slaughtering the cattle within
the camp would, of course, become an intolerable nuisance:
Let us illustrate the danger to cattle in any other sec
tions than the northwest. A drove of 130 head of fat cattle

was collected in New York and adjacent New England
states. They were driven through New Jersey and likely
crossed the Delaware at Howell's Ferry. The drover re

quested an escort of General Lacey, then in command of
the militia between the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers.
Lacey refused, because he felt that he could not spare the
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men. Spies informed the British, and a force disguised ^
mounted countrymen, taking a round-about course, seized
cattle and drovers in Hatfield township, only eleven miles
from Valley Forge. James Humphries, a Tory, in his "Penn
sylvania Ledger" of February 25, 1778, says: "Yesterday
afternoon a party of dragoons of the royal army and Capt.
Hovendon with a part of his Pa. dragoons returned to town^
having left it the night before about eleven o'clock. They
had been at least thirty miles up the Skippack.road, and,
having taken one' hundred and thirty head of very fine "cat
tle, brought them in with prisoners."
This was a terrible blow to the famished American-army.
Washington demanded an explanation from Lacey, who
gave rather a lame one. To kill hope after Gates' victory,
New England was developing a scheme to invade Canada
and was determined to keep her cattle. Farmers in those
days did not have large herds as they do today. Three or
four cattle were the limit.

General Varnum wrote on February 12th: "The situation
of the camp is such that in all human probability the army
must dissolve. Many of the troops are destitute of meat. . .
the country in the vicinity of the camp is exhausted."
Washington wrote on February 16th: "A part of the
army has been a week without any kind of flesh, and the
rest three or four days." He wrote on the same day to
Governor Clinton of New York that there had been "little

less than a famine in camp for some days," of which con
dition another writes, "an experience quite common." Up
to January Armstrong commanded the militia east of the
Schuylkill and Potter in Chester county, to check British
foraging parties.
General Wayne wrote from Bensalem, March 15th, to
General Lacey as follows: "His Excellency having ordered
me to collect and drive in all the cattle, horses and wagons
in the counties of Bucks and Philadelphia" (including the
present Montgomery) "likely to fall in the hands of the
enemy—especially the property of Tories—wish you to
order your troops to make a grand forage between New-
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town and Philadelphia, and In that direction, through both
counties; driving the property so taken in the rear—and
from thence to camp—passing certificates to the owners of

the same, to the end that the well aifected may at one day
receive compensation." (See Wm. J. Buck in Vol. 1, p. 327,
of Mont. Co. Hist. Soc. Publications.)
"Driving the property so taken to the rear and from

thence to camp," "the rear" must mean up the Schuylkill
beyond Valley Forge, toward Berks county; and "from
thence to camp" must mean bringing them down the river
to Valley Forge. The cattle were certainly slaughtered be
fore being taken into camp. The slaughter house on the

Umstead farm exactly meets these conditions and exactly
accords with the tradition.

. There is an interesting tradition in the Royer family,
then of what is now Franklin county. Samuel Royer was a
wealthy farmer and a captain in the Pennsylvania militia.
He had been in the battle of Brandywine and was connected

with the Commissary Department. He had a son, Daniel,
then about fifteen years of age. Daniel rounded up his
father's cattle and headed them for Valley Forge, the Susquehanna river intervening. He delivered the cattle, likely
on Umstead's farm, and took dinner with General Wash

ington at Valley Forge. That boy was worthy of a ride with
Colonel Lindbergh. An octogenarian descendant told the

writer some years ago that the Government had not paid
for those cattle to this day.
There were meat thieves as well as wheat thieves in the

camp. "January 13 The Commander in chief is surprised
to hear that the Butchers have extorted money from the
Soldiers for the plucks of Beef. The Commissaries are

therefore directed to Issue the plucks and heads together
for 8 pounds and the Quarter Masters are to see that the
different Companies draw it in turn."

"Jan. 12 the Commissary Gen. to keep Account of the
number of Cattle Issued to the Army that the number of
hides may be ascertained and duly accounted for to the
Commissary of hides. The Brigade Commissaries are to
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apply forthwith to their Brigadiers or Officers Commanding
Brigades and, with their approbation, fix upon a place for
collecting all the dirty Tallow and saving the Ashes for the

purpose of making soft soap for the use of the Army, also
for employing proper persons to boile the Gyle out of the
Catties feet and preserve it for the use of the Army. This
Oile is to be put in Casks and delivered to the Q. M. Gen."
"Jan. 8—All Issuing Commissaries are carefully to save

the horns of the Cattle, and have them separated from the
Bones and then returned to the Q. M. Gen. who is to store
them." They were doubtless used for powder.
"Jan. 18—That the Brigadiers on the present Exigency
send an Officer from each Brigade into the Country to ex

change Hides for Shoes, Hides at 4d per lb and Shoes at
10/pr."

"Jan. 29—The Commissaries in future to Issue quart of

Salt to every 100 lb. fresh beef." Salt was as rare as gold
at the beginning of the encampment. Miss Mary Roedel,
Regent of the Lebanon, Pennsylvania, Chapter of the
D.A.R. tells of a soldier in Washington's army who got the
word to his wife in Philadelphia: "Oh, if we only had some
salt!" The wife filled a sack with salt, placed it in the baby

coach, tucked it snugly in, and got through the British lines
with the baby. It reached its papa at Valley Forge, the
precious little thing.

All the foregoing cattle products came from the slaugh
ter house, and this important institution was on the Umstead
farm west of the river Schuylkill in the present Upper
Providence township.
FRESH WATER FOOD

Our rivers today do not figure so largely in our food

supply as they did one hundred and fifty-years ago. We
think of forage as the one means of obtaining food for the

camp. We never dream that the Schuylkill river may have
been an important source of subsistence to the array. We
quote a paragraph from Woodman's History of Valley
Forge:
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"It has been several times noticed in former communica

tions, that provisions "were very scarce during' that winter,
to which we may also add that various means were resorted

to in order to procure them; and it may be in place here to
relate a circumstance that was related to me, of the means
made use of by these sturdy New Englanders (Sullivan's
men) to procure food. The account was given me by Henry
Pawling, Esq., father of the late Levi Pawling, of Norristown, an eminent lawyer, for many years at the head of
the Montgomery County Bar, and a representative in the
17th Congress. Henry Pawling, who at the time of the
encampment owned the property immediately opposite the

place, and who resided all his life time on the same farm,
informed me that he had often seen them during the winter,
when the water was clear and not frozen over, wading in
the water, braving the inclemency of the weather, to hunt
mussels for food; and when thus engaged, they would
jocosely observe that fresh water clams made good
soup."

To the Provost Farm later belonged an island in the
Schuylkill river, called Catfish Island. When we remember

that not far away were the Catfish dams, we are prepared
to believe that this very palatable member of the finny tribe
was very abundant in the vicinity. Prior to the Revolution

the farm at Port Kennedy was owned by a Welshman
named Jenkins. From him a pool in the river, celebrated
for its depth and good fishing, was named. At the time of

the Revolution and for more than twenty years after.
Woodman tells us, this farm belonged to Robert Morris, the
great financier. . . . "He used sometimes to form parties for
the purpose of fishing for the speckled trout that abounded
in the stream on and near the premises, to which he invited

the President and heads of the different departments of
government, members of Congress and other distinguished
officers and citizens of Philadelphia, numbers of whom of
ten attended on these occasions for the two-fold object of
enjoying the pleasure of the party and visiting the old
ground of the encampment." Surely the soldiers of the
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famished army used every available means to secure the
fish with which the adjoining river abounded.

. On February 28,1771, James Morgan placed the follow

ing advertisement in "The Pennsylvania Gazette" of Phila
delphia: "To be sold at public vendue on the 4th day of
March (1771), upon the premises, if not sold before at
private sale, by the subscriber, in Providence township,
Philadelphia county, two valuable plantations, One of
which consisting of 300 acres (Fatland farm), bounding
near a mile on the Sehuylkill river, where is a good shad

fishery," etc. Gov. Pennypacker informs us that shad fish
eries immediately above Valley Forge constituted such an
important source of wealth with farmers as to lead to a
naval battle between rival sections. We venture the asser-

tation that many a shad in early spring on his way to
spawning grounds up Sehuylkill found his way into an
Encampment frying pan.
MARKETS

The following entry is found in Wheedon's Orderly
Book: "Feb. 8. Tomorrow being the Day appointed for

opening the Market at Stone Chimney Pickett, the Army is
desired to take notice of the same. Markets will be held at

the same place every monday and Thursday on the East side
of Schuilkill, Near the North Bridge every Tuesday and Fri• day near the Adjudt Genl Office Every Wednesday and
Saturday.

"Certain prices having been fixed to the several Articles
mentioned in the handbill by the Board of Genl Officers the
same are to be strictly attended to printed Hand Bills with

the Regulations at large will be delivered by the Adjudt
General to the Brigadiers and Officers commanding Bri
gades who are desired to See that the same may be read
at the hd of each Reg. in the Brigade and endeavor to Con
vince the Officers & Soldiers of the necessity and expedi
ency of observing the same punctually. As a proper person
for Clerk of the Market is not yet appointed the Officer
Commanding the Piquett at the Stone Chimney is desired
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to see the Regulations of Market observed he is also desired

to distribute the Handbills amongst the market people who
attend, it is expected that the number will be but few To
morrow as the Notice is not had sufficient time to circulate
through the Country."

It is. presumed that the puzzle instinct is sufficiently
developed among our readers to solve that element con

tained in the foregoing very interesting announcement. It is
a great satisfaction to see how our fathers of the revolution

wrote. Quotations like the foregoing might make very good
grammar correction exercises for our schools, at the same
time carrying a very important historical message.
The announcement certainly tells us that market was
to be held on the north side of the Schuylkill, near the North

Bridge, every Tuesday and Friday. The North Bridge cer
tainly meant Sullivan's Bridge, which was likely finished
by this date, February 8th. This market was certainly sup
plied from Providence township and the parts of Montgom
ery county beyond. The market near the Adjutant General's

office was likely in the east end of the camp and conser
quently supplied with provisions largely from Upper and
Lower Merion, which townships also belong to Montgomery
county.
Inasmuch as there was a market on the north side of

the river, and the subject of markets is not treated else
where, we deem it proper to treat it here. Provision and
markets may almost be regarded as synonomous terms.

Two other entries in the Orderly Book were likely related
to the market on the north side:

"Mar. 3. A Guard House at ye new Bridge over Schuyl
kill is to be Immediately built on this Side. The Officer of
ye Guard is to Suffer no N, Commissioned Officer or Soldier

to pass from ye Camp without leave in Writeing from ye
Commanding Officer of his Regiment. The Qr Mr General
is to delay no time in having ye house built,"

"Mar. 26. No boats to pass Sullivan's Bridge, without
permission from the Officer Commanding the Guard there,
who 'will be strict in Examining them, and permit no suspici-
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ous person to pass." Provisions, and perhaps other things,
were floated down the Schuylkill river to within the British
lines.

The phrase "to pass from ye camp," would seem to in
dicate that going across Sullivan's Bridge was going out of
the camp; and yet it might well be used without denying
that there was an encampment north of the river.
The fact that there was a market north of the river is

a strong argument that there was an encampment there. If
there were no soldiers encamped there, why a market

there? The market people surely could drive across Sulli
van's Bridge, and so place their produce where it would be
convenient. Could the hill be too steep on the west side for
the ascent of a team? At that time in Pennsylvania crossing

a bridge with a team was likely a thing unheard of. If the
bridge were only twelve feet wide, as President Fornance
of our Society surmised, and if there were no railing at the
sides, going across with a horse unbroken to the thing
might be ticklish business. Perhaps the lay of the
ground on the north side was best suited for a market
place.

That there was the produce for a very valuable market
from the north side cannot be doubted. Perhaps it was
deemed better to allow the soldiers to cross the bridge and

carry their produce back than to have the farmer take it
across to them; but we still hold that the fact of a north
side market is an argument for a north side encampment.
Woodman tells us that he understood that officers were

quartered across the river. They would require some mar
keting but not very much. We claim that a market on the
north side of the river makes the place where it was located

a part of the encampment, and that, in consequence, it
should be included within Valley Forge Park.
With the markets established and functioning, the snows

of winter having melted away, Washington on March 1st
in an address to his men said: "Thank Heaven, our Coun

try abounds with provision and with prudent manage
ment."
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ROADS

The good-roads people of today stress the bad condition

of the roads at the time of the Encampment. They say it
•was not so much the scarcity of provision, but the impassability of the roads that was the cause of starvation condi
tions at Valley Forge.

On April 5, 1778, Elizabeth Drinker, according to her
diary as quoted by Dr. W. H. Reed, left Philadelphia td
call on General Washington to procure release of Friends)
a considerable urge. She writes: "April 5. . . . We tbok
coach at about two o'clock . . . with 4 horse and two
negroes, who rode postilion. . . . We went no further than
John Roberts (miller) about ten miles from home." After

taking dinner on April 6th with General Washington, she
continues: "We came to James Vaux's with J. V. himself,
who came over to invite us. We crossed ye large bridge
over Schuylkill just by his house." The open access of Vaux
to the headquarters of Washington is worthy of note. Six
months before Vaux's mansion had been headquarters of
Washington.
Under date of April 9th, the writer continues: "Left

James Vaux's after breakfast (for Lancaster) and changed
one of our horses for C. Logan's. We found ye roads ex
ceedingly bad, some of us were frequently in and out of
ye carriage." If they had had our present automobile roads,
presumably the army at Valley Forge would not so much
as have dreamed of hunger. But our fathers endured •

whether the fault were with the roads or lack of provision,
with Congress or with the Tories; but they endured, doubt
less greatly assisted by Quaker environment, Presybterian
preaching, and Baptist exhortation; and this endurance
made good the Declaration of Independence.
OTHER BREAD

General Peter Muhlenberg was a son of Providence,
being a son of the old Lutheran patriarch of Trappe. The
General had been a Lutheran preacher. We question
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whether there was a single Episcopalian clergyman who
was an officer in the American army, even in the capacHy

of chaplain. The Episcopalian clergyman local to Valley
Forge was praying for the success of the King. General
Muhlenberg commanded the brigade at the extreme eastern
end of the Valley Forge encampment. We may well ask the

question whether the church of the encampment should not
be Lutheran. At any rate General Muhlenberg rendered a
great service to a man brought in disgrace to the encamp
ment, a man whose father twenty years before, when the
Church of England with allied churches attempted to estab
lish schools in Pennsylvania to educate the poor Germans,
made it appear most decidedly that schools were needed to
educate the poor English. This man, befriended by General
Muhlenberg, justifies the statement in connection with Pro
visions from Providence that "man does not live by bread

alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God." We have never seen a history of Valley Forge
that made any mention of the presence of that man.

"On the 26th (May) at nine o'clock I arrived at the
camp and was sent to the Prove."

"My accusation in the Mittimus was an Oppressor of the
Righteous and a Sw- On the 27th, in the morning God
moved the heart of the most generous General Muhlenberg
to come to me and enquire into my affairs, and promised
that he would speak to General Washington and procure
me a hearing, and the next day sent me word that I should
make a petition to General Washington, which I did; and

through the good hand of Providence and the faithful assis
tance of the said General Muhlenberg, I was permitted to

go out of the Provo on the 29th day of May ... so I went
to Methachton."

These words were written by Bishop Christopher Sauer
of the Brethren or Dunker church, the proprietor of the

largest publishing house in Colonial America, which house
first published in America, in a European language, in the
language of Luther, the Holy Scriptures, thus laying the
foundation for America's Bible. The presence of this man
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in the Valley Forge encampment is a matter of the first
importance. Christopher Sauer lies buried in a grave in
Montgomery county soil.
In 1786 David Sauer, a son of this man, married Cath
erine Saylor, daughter of Valentine Saylor, owner of the
farm at Audubon on which is the barn used as a hospital

by the Valley Forge Camp. In 1799 this son founded "The
Norristown Gazette," later known as "The Norristown Her
ald," now "The Times Herald," Montgomery county's lead
ing newspaper. In 1807, on the death of his father-in-law,
this man became owner of the farm above mentioned, which
three years later he conveyed to my great-grandfather,
Thomas Francis. The present owner of this farm is I. Powell
Thomas, proprietor of "The Norristown Register," and a
member of our Committee appointed to see that hallowed
ground on the north side of the Schuylkill get a square deal
in the development of Valley Forge Park.

Samuel F. Jarrett^
Late a Well Known, Leading, Active and Most Progressive
Citizen and Farmer, Also Among the First to Become a Life
Member of the Historical Society of Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania
By Dk. W. H. Reed

The subject of this sketch first saw the light of day at the
Joseph Williams farm, situated near Mill Grove Mills—of
Audubon fame—on the Perkiomen creek, in Upper Provi

dence township, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. His birth
day was the 19th of November, 1825, and he was named for
his maternal grandfather, Samuel Farra, then a resident of
Norristown, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. At the time
of the lad's birth his parents were renters, and followed farm
ing for a livelihood.
Samuel F. Jarrett's ancestry, so far as known by tradi

tion, was of Scotch origin^—^from the Highlands of Scotland.
His ancestor, John Jarrett (Jerrit), came to America about
1700, and at first settled in Germantown (Philadelphia),
•Read before the Society, November 21, 1931.

^As to the earliest European origfin of the Jarrett family, beyond

the tradition related by Samuel F. Jarrett, I quote from The HallowellPatd Family History, p. 116:

"In Burke's 'Landed Gentry' Vol. I, p. 644, the lineage of Jarrett
of Camerton Court is given as follovi^s: 'The family of Stephens, from
whence the family of Jarrett derive their estate of Camerton, fled from
France after the Massacre of St. Bartholomew and settled in Scotland.'

"This seems probable, as the name of Jarrett is of French origin,
and under the influence of the Guises many Frenchmen settled near

Edinburgh. The Scotch architecture reveals the French influence, notably
Melrose Abbey, the master builder being a Parisian. Also, the name
Jarrett survives in Scotland."

Whether these French Jarretts can be ancestors of our American

branch, it is difficult to substantiate at this late day. It may be possible
274
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Pennsylvania. He was by vocation a farmer, and is listed as
a landowner in the Germantown records of 1710-11. He was

a member of the Society of Friends, for in 1712 we find him an
active member of Abington Meeting. The date of birth of this
ancestor is not now known, but it is believed at the time of
his arrival in America he had attained his majority.
The early assessment records tell lis that he did not long
reside in Germantown. Soon we find him living over in Horsham township, then a part of Philadelphia county, but now
Montgomery county.
About 1718 John Jarrett took unto himself a wife, for at
this time we find, in the Abington Friends' Meeting records,
his marriage to Mary, daughter of Jan (John) Lukens, of
Germantown. Mary Lukens, as recorded in her father's family
Bible, was born in America on November 18, 1693.
Mary (Lukens) Jarrett's parents came from the neighbor
hood of Crefeld, in the Rhine region of Germany, near the
borders of Holland. They were married in the old country, and
were Friends by religious persuasion. Jan Lukens was one of
the thirteen "Heads of families" from Crefeld who, in 1683,
under the leadership of Francis Daniel Pastorius, founded
Germantown, the first settlement of Germans in America.
In time Jan Lukens, while residing in Germantown, be
came an extensive landowner, his lands extending far into
what was then the interior of the country. Among his acquired
possessions was a large tract of land in the not-far-distant
that our earliest Jarretts had their origin beyond the English Channel.
During the days of the great religious disturbances that disrupted the
whole of Europe the unsettled life of the Protestants makes it hard for
the genealogist of today to trace the origin and place of residence of an
old European family with any degree of accuracy.
Other writers hold that the Jarretts originated in Holland, emigrat
ing to Scotland and thence to America. Among these writers is the his
torian and genealogist, Howard M. Jenkins, author of Descendants of
Samuel Spencer of Pennsylvania. Samuel Spencer's son, Jacob Spencer,
in 1746, married Hannah Jarrett, oldest daughter of John Jarrett, the
immigrant.
Whether the Jarretts be French, Hollandish or came from another

European country, all agree that their origin was Scottish before their
coming to America, about 1700.
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Horsham township, Philadelphia county, near the present
Friends' Meeting House at Horsham. In 1726, about eight
years after his daughter's marriage to John Jarrett, Jan
Lukens transferred his Horsham lands to his daughter, and
thus John Jarrett and his wife settled on the Horsham tract.

These landed possessions in later years, from long residence
thereon by the family, became popularly known as the "Jarrett
Homestead Farm" of Horsham.

In course of time John and Mary (Lukens) Jarrett im
proved their property by erecting such buildings as were
needed for their vocation, and through thrift and economy
were prosperous in this world's means. They were of the lead
ing people in the affairs of the community, most congenial
neighbors, and beloved and liberal entertainers. They were
blessed with a family of three children, namely:
1—John Jarrett, b. March 3,1719.
2—Hannah Jarrett, b.
3—^Mary Jarrett, b.
These children all grew to manhood and womanhood, and
married. Hannah, the elder daughter and second child, married
Jacob Spencer. They settled on a nearby farm, and had a
family of seven children, namely: Jarrett, Mary, Samuel,
Elizabeth, John, Susan and Sarah. Three of the children died
young, one never married, and three married and had families.
Mary Jarrett, third and youngest child of John and Mary
(Lukens) Jarrett, married Joseph Kenderdine. The family
settled near the Jarrett home, in Horsham. Joseph Kenderdine
was an influential man, a miller and farmer by vocation. They
had a family of seven children, namely: John, Margaret, Mary,
Hannah, Rachel, Sarah and Jane, These children all lived to
manhood and womanhood, married and had families.
John and Mary (Lukens) Jarrett at first were members of

Abington Meeting. Upon their change of residence to Horsham
and the founding of the meeting there, they became members
of the new or Horsham Meeting. This meeting house was near
their new home and more convenient for attendance. Upon the

death of the progenitors of the Jarrett family nearly all of
them were buried at Horsham Meeting. Their graves are

among the earliest in this God's Acre, and are marked with the
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crude field stones then commonly used,, and unfortunately some
are without inscriptions. John Jarrett, the first, as his will
shows, died in 1759. It was in this year this instrument of
writing was probated in Philadelphia, then the county
seat.

John Jarrett, son of John and Mary (Lukens) Jarrett,
their eldest child, was the lineal ancestor of Samuel F, Jarrett,
and he was born March 3, 1719, and died in 1772. In June,
1740, he married Alice, daughter of Henry Conrad, a Friend
and nearby neighbor and farmer. The Conrad family, too, were
members of Horsham Meeting. Alice (Conrad) Jarrett was
bom August 9, 1718, and died December 7, 1808. They were
blessed with a family of twelve children, namely;
"1—John Jarrett, b. Dec. 8, 1740.
2—Mary Jarrett, b. July 25,1742; died young.
3—Elizabeth Jarrett, b. Jan. 19,1744.
4—Hannah Jarrett, b. Aug. 2,1745.
5—Rachel Jarrett, b. Jan. 14, 1747.
6—^William Jarrett, b. Oct. 23, 1748.
7—Alice Jarrett, b. Nov. 10, 1750.
8—Jonathan Jarrett, b. Jan. 31, 1753.
9—David Jarrett, b. Jan. 15,1755.
10—Jesse Jarrett, b. Mar. 26,1757.
11—Tacy Jarrett, b. July 24, 1758 ; died young.
12—Joseph Jarrett, b. Get. 7,1762.

John and Alice (Conrad) Jarrett settled at farming on the
old "Jarrett Homestead Farm," in Horsham township, the
farm having been deeded to the son by his parents, John and
Mary (Lukens) Jarrett, in 1741. Here this couple lived,
farmed and died. They were thrifty farmers, reared their
large family of children in comfort and were good neighbors
and consistent Friends. Upon their deaths they, like their
parents, were buried in the Friends' Meeting burial ground at
Horsham. Their graves are marked with inscribed tombstones.

With the exception of two of their children who died young, all
grew to manhood and womanhood, married and had families.
Their son, Jesse Jarrett, was their tenth child and was the
lineal ancestor of Samuel F. Jarrett. Jesse Jarrett was born at

the old Jarrett homestead March 26, 1767, and died at the
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same place on August 30, 1828. He married Elizabeth, daugh
ter of John and Mary (Lukens) Palmer, April 11,1787. She was
born May 4,1767, and died August 25, 1861, living to the ripe
old age of over 94 years. Her parents lived at the old Palmer
homestead, a fine farm on the road leading from Horsham
Meeting to Welsh road. Her father, John Palmer, is set down
in the assessment of 1776 in Horsham township as owner of
280 acres of land, with improvements. The Palmer family,
like the Jarrett family, were prolific, they having no less than
twelve children.

Jesse and Elizabeth (Palmer) Jarrett operated a farm in
Horsham for some time after their marriage. Then the family
removed to Chester county, and resided there for a while.
Later they returned to Horsham, resuming their membership
at Horsham Meeting, and upon their demise they were buried
in this Meeting's burial ground. They, too, were prolific, for

they were blessed with a family of nine children, namely:
1—Palmer Jarrett, b. Jan. 19,1788.
2—^Mary Jarrett, b. Oct. 29,1789; died young.

3—^Mary Jarrett (second), b. Oct. 9,1790.
4—David Jarrett, b. Feb. 4,1795; died aged 2 years.
5—^David Jarrett (second), b. Oct. 24,1797.
6—Alice Jarrett, b. Aug. 23, 1800.
7—^Tacy Jarrett, b. April 20, 1803.
8—Joseph Jarrett, b. May 13, 1805.
9—John Jarrett, b. Aug. 5, 1809.
The fifth child of Jesse and Elizabeth (Palmer) Jarrett,

named David, was the father of Samuel F. Jarrett. He was
born October 24, 1797, and died October 20,1890. He married
Rebecca, daughter of Atkinson and Elizabeth (Rhoads) Farra.
She was born January 31, 1798, and died February 11, 1876.

Her parents resided for many years in Norristown, on Main
street, above Stanbridge. Here they conducted a farm. By
trade Atkinson Farra was a pumpmaker, and made the oldfashioned heavy log pumps so numerous years ago. He and his
wife were Friends in faith, and worshipped at the Friends*
Meeting at Plymouth Meeting. David and Rebecca (Farra)
Jarrett were blessed with a family of eight children, as
follows:
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• 1—Jesse Jarrett, b. Oct. 27,1822.
2—Samuel Farra Jarrett, b. Nov. 19,1825.
- 3—Charles Palmer Jarrett, b. Dec. 25, 1827.
4—Atkinson Farra Jarrett, b. Oct. 3, 1830.
5—Elizabeth Jarrett, b. July 15, 1833.
'6^—John Jarrett, b. Jan. 1, 1836.
7—^Lucretia Jarrett, b. Jan. 28, 1838.
8—Chalkey Jarrett, b. Feb. 9,1842.

The children of David and Rebecca (Farra) Jarrett all
grew to manhood and womanhood and married, with the ex
ception of the daughter Elizabeth, she attained great age and
dying in "single blessedness."
David Jarrett, father of Samuel F. Jarrett, upon his mar
riage settled down to his calling, that of farming. At first he
farmed in Upper Providence township, Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania, on what was then known as the Joseph Williams
farm. This contained over 200 acres, was very fertile, and
bordered the Perkiomen creek at Mill Grove Mills, of Audubon
fame, near the present village of Oaks. In later years it was
better known locally as the Mahlon Ambler farm, Mahlon
Ambler having succeeded his father-in-law in ownership. At
the present day on these lands are situated the Philadelphia
Rubber Works and other industrial plants of Oaks. David
Jarrett and family, like his predecessors, were staunch Friends
by faith, and while residing here attended Friends' Meeting at
Providence. The children of sufficient age attended the public
school on Egypt road, near Green Tree Dunker Meeting House.
David Jarrett was a farmer of experience, and on the Wil
liams farm was very successful and prosperous. The land was
very productive and his crops were bountiful. One year his
crop of wheat amounted to 1000 bushels and he sold it at the
market price, $2 a bushel. He prided himself on having fine
livestock, and his team of draught horses was the pride of
the neighborhood. He handled the reins with great skill, for
he was a most expert horseman.
At the time of David Jarrett's residence in Upper Provi
dence township the Schuylkill Navigation Company's canal
was in extensive operation, and great was the boating activity
in the transportation of freight and passengers. On the north
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bank of the Schuylkill, just above the mouth of Perkiomen
creek, was the entrance to the canal, known as Brower's
Locks. At this point the boats were raised or lowered from
the canal into the Schuylkill, or vice versa, on their way up
and down the river. Here were store houses and other build

ings for essentials needed for such an enterprise. The place
was a very busy centre of activity.
The locktender was one David Rogers, who was known to

Samuel F. Jarrett, as "Uncle Davy." He was the boy's uncle
by marriage, for he and David Jarrett, had married Farra
sisters. Since Brower's Locks were so near his home and the

place was alive with business activity, naturally it had more
than a passing attraction for the boy. This uncle's interesting
reminiscences appealed to him, as he possessed a most inquisi
tive turn of mind. The result was that their fascination for

each other made them inseparable companions.
In his advancing years Samuel F. Jarrett, while in a rem

iniscent mood, would frequently speak of those good old times
and the experiences, stories and traditions related to him by
his uncle, "Davy" Rogers. These early impressions had fixed
themselves upon his boyish mind with such firmness, that
under the warmth of such recollections, he would relate many
a tale with as much pathos, humor and fascination as though
he were narrating experiences of yesterday. Those of us who
knew Samuel F. Jarrett remembered well his entertaining way
of reminiscing.

While living on the Ambler farm, in the early spring of
1834, Samuel F. Jarrett's father, David Jarrett, and some of
his good Quaker friends became imbued with the western
settlement fever. Reports came in thick and fast of the won
derful opportunities the undeveloped west offered to the new
comer, especially in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. So firmly did
they become impressed with the once-in-a-lifetime golden op
portunity these new countries presented that the appeal was
irresistible. Many of their friends and neighbors had gone or

were getting ready to go, to the "Promised Land," and they
determined to do likewise. They joined the great caravan of
homeseekers; but before removing their families they first
must go and see, and so they did.
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They arranged to travel, six men together, in two large
Dearborn wagons, drawn by a pair of horses each, and loaded
with essentials necessary for such a long, and presumably
hazardous, overland journey. Bidding their families an af
fectionate good-bye, they were off. The journey was of several
months' duration, for it was slow travelling over rough roads.
It was fortunate for them that, in the settlement of the coun
try, inns abounded by the wayside, which, though they were
crude and incomplete, gave the travellers shelter and rest for
the night after the day's tedious journey.
Samuel F. Jarrett was then a lad of nine years of age. He
well remembered when his father and friends started west

ward. To the whole family it was the "Breaking of Home
Ties." Tears were shed by his good mother upon their depar
ture upon such a long and dangerous trip, and the lad, hanging
to his mother's apron strings, was curiously interested, even
though he did not fully comprehend the meaning and import
of the undertaking.
David Jarrett at this period of his life was a man of middle
age, known for his great vigor. The party journeyed along
slowly but surely, and in due time, without any serious mishap,
reached the point of destination—^the state of Indiana. There
they visited some former neighbors and friends who had pre
ceded them thither, and then they looked over some tracts of
land offered for sale or homesteading. It proved to be not the
most seasonable time of the year for making such a trip of in
vestigation. All were unfavorably impressed with the oppor
tunities they saw and what the great west offered at the time.
They soon became disappointed, turned their horses home
ward, and retraced their steps as rapidly as travelling would

permit with safety and comfort. In due time all, with the ex
ception of one of their number who decided to remain west,
arrived at the portals of their homes, happier and wiser men,
and were of the opinion that the east was good enough for
them, for here, at their very doors, without going west, were
to be found their "Acres of Diamonds."^
2Por a detailed story of this wonderful trip see paper, "An Over
land Trip to the Great West in 1834," published in Historical Sketches, Pub
lications of the Historical Society of Montgomery County, Vol. VI, p. 121.
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. In 1836 David Jarrett and his family removed from Upper
Providence township to Plymouth township, to the farm of
James Lozier, which David Jarrett had rented. While living
there the family became members of Plymouth Meeting. The
children went to the nearby school at what was then known
as Six-Cornered Crossroads, or Sandy Hill. Samuel F. Jarrett,
in reminiscent mood, would relate his experiences as a student
in this school, the games the children enjoyed and pranks they
played upon the teacher, some of these latter proving to his
sorrow. He would tell how, while living there, he and his older
brother Jesse would set traps to catch quail and rabbits and
other fur-bearing animals in the nearby woods, for remunera
tion, for it seems in those days this locality abounded in small
game.

After several years' residence on the Lozier farm, David
Jarrett again moved, now over into Norriton township, on
what was then known as the Crawford farm. The place was
situated on the Ridge turnpike, just above the borough of
Norristown and a short distance below Jeffersonville. Here

David Jarrett farmed, and attended the Philadelphia markets
to sell products grown and garnered on his farm. The family
while here retained their membership at Plymouth Meeting,
and the children attended the public school at Jeffersonville.
It was during the family's residence in Norriton township
that Samuel F. Jarrett attained his majority and married.
His father progressed with farming so successfully while in
Norriton that he now became able to buy himself a farm. He
purchased a small place in Upper Providence township, on the
Egypt road, at Green Tree, and not far distant from the
Dunker Meeting House. Then the family removed to their new
home, and, as in Norriton, David Jarrett sold his produce in
the Philadelphia markets. At his new home he soon became
active in local matters and was a leader in neighborhood prog
ress. The family changed its membership and activity to the
nearby Providence Friends' Meeting, and the younger children
were enrolled in the not-far-distant Green Tree Public School.

David Jarrett owned this farm but a few years when he dis

posed of it at a good profit. Then the family removed to the
Milton Davis farm, occupying a part of the dwelling as renters,
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and here it was that David Jarrett's dear wife became ill and

died. This sad loss elfected a great change in his demeanor and
his business affairs. He became broken-hearted, sold out his
personal property and thereafter made his home with his mar
ried daughter, Lucretia Umstead.

He was now in advanced years. Infirmities of age gripped
him seriously, and a few years later he, too, went to the long
home from whence no traveller returns. He died at the home

of his son-in-law, Joseph Umstead, at Green Tree, Upper
Providence township, on October 20, 1890, at the ripe old age
of 93 years. After his death his presence was much missed in
Friends' Meeting. The family lost a dear father, and the com

munity a most valuable and considerate neighbor. His body
was interred beside the remains of his wife in the Friends'

Meeting burial grounds at Plymouth Meeting.
David Jarrett lived to a good old age^'in this world of ours

notwithstanding in his latter years he suffered much affliction,
being more or less an invalid. He had a most vigorous constitu
tion, and, though small of stature, he possessed great endur
ance. He was a most persistent smoker, though the great use
of the "weed" did not detract from his physical strength, but
it gave him much consolation and comfort of mind. He and his

family in their day were noted for their great hospitality.
They had a host of friends who were ever welcome visitors to

their home, and to all alike the family were most liberal enter
tainers.

Samuel P. Jarrett was the second child born to David and

Rebecca JFarra) Jarrett. He was a most dutiful son, wedded

to his home and assisting in the work until after his majority.
He was, like the usual country young man of his day, full of
life, gay and somewhat venturesome. In his mature years,
while musing, he would relate this story of an incident occur
ring while he lived at home on the Crawford place, in Norriton
township:

Among the stock on his father's farm was a flock of sheep,
and in the flock was a cross old ram that delighted to bump
whenever opportunity offered. There lived in the neighbor
hood a blue-blooded, elderly Presbyterian gentleman who was
usually arrayed in high top hat and straight coat. He walked
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with a strut, carried a cane and had a bearing that Samuel and
his elder brother did not like. One day this neighbor came

walking along the road on his return to his home from Norristown. As he passed by, the boys watched their opportunity,
and when his back was toward them they turned the old ram
loose. With head down and tail fluttering and with a "Baa-

baa!" a jump and spring, the old sheep struck their good
neighbor in the rear and sent him headlong sprawling to the
ground. His hat and cane went flying in the air. And as the
man would try to get up on his feet, still in a stooping posture
on all fours, the old ram would be at him again with renewed
vigor and force and bump him again headlong into the dusty
road. The boys in the meantime were hiding behind some near

by bushes and enjoying the sport to their heart's content. Their
mother, hearing a turmoil in the road, dropped her work, ran
from the house and was presently by the poor man's side. She
grasped the ram by its collar and led it away to safety. Now
the troubled elderly man was able to get upon his feet. Mrs.
Jarrett, returning, rubbed the dust and dirt from his clothing,
with an apology. In his excitement he shook his cane in a
threatening attitude and was heard to say, "Davy Jarrett's

bad boys did this," and with threats he went on saying, "Wait I
When I catch them I will punish them." After the excitement
subsided he resumed his way toward home, muttering, "It was

Davy Jarrett's bad boys did this; when I catch them I will
thrash them, and I'll teach them a lesson." Beyond these repri
manding threats, David Jarrett's "bad boys" never received
any punishment at his hands; but their good mother chastised
them for their bad behavior, so Mr. Jarrett would relate. The

poor man received no hurt beyond the surprise and jar that
the butting sheep administered so suddenly and unexpectedly.
While residing on the Crawford farm, in Norriton town

ship, Samuel F. Jarrett attained his majority. On coming of
age, naturally young men, then as now, drifted into society
and had their inspirations of love, and he was no exception to
the rule. Samuel's parents were of but moderate means, and

his delights and pleasures were according to his station. He
never had many inspiring anticipations, but the first and fatal
event came to him with a tinge of fascination and romance
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under a rather surprising and picturesque circumstances. In
its way, I presume, it was the more fascinating an adventure.
A family was removing from the neighborhood. His father,
David Jarrett, was asked to assist with a team, and the son
Samuel was detailed to take charge of the team. While leaving
the home with a loaded wagon of household goods, a comely
neighboring miss, who was assisting and was not provided for,
was asked to take a seat upon Samuel's wagon. Her name was

Amanda Crawford, and her home was at Shannonville, In
Lower Providence township, now Audubon village. What hap
pened on the journey, I know not, but a mutual friendship was
the outcome and afterwards they were the nearest of
friends.

Samuel P. Jarrett had a close male friend, a relative, who
resided on a nearby farm in Norriton township, and his name
was Joseph Rhoads. Amanda Crawford had a sister named

Ann Crawford, and in some way this young man "fell" for her.
The boys' friendship for these girls in time ripened into true

love, which in the course of events was followed by engage
ments and finally led to marriage.

Courtship in those good old days was conducted upon some
what different lines from those of today; but the affection and
friendship were just the same. Those days did not offer so
many social functions, amusements and delights as now. The
parents of these boys were of the better class of rural people,
belonging to the substantial and cultured element of the com

munity, but they were of moderate means, and did not possess
many of the luxuries, comforts and conveniences of the
wealthy. To visit their girl friends the lads had either to walk

or ride on horseback the intervening distance of some four or
five miles.

In due time Samuel P. Jarrett and Amanda Crawford were

married. Miss Crawford's parents were of the Presbyterian
faith and attended the Lower Providence Presbyterian Church.
Samuel P. Jarrett's parents, as well as himself, were members
of Friends' Meeting. This marriage proved to be a sort of
anomaly in a religious aspect. However, they determined to
be married, and were married. The ceremony took place on
June 3, 1849, at Mount Kirk manse, and the Reverend Henry
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S. Rodenbaugh, then pastor of the Lower Providence Presby
terian Church, was the officiating clergs^an.
Since Samuel F. Jarrett was a member of Friends' Meet

ing, to be married by a "hireling" minister transgressed the
rules of the Society of Friends, and consequently led him into
"troubled waters" with the meeting. Accordingly the matter
of his disobedience came before the governing body. The

societj^'s rule was enforced, that of appointing an investigat
ing committee to visit him and obtain his expression of sorrow.
The committee called at his home for his sorrowing regrets.

But to their appeal Mr. Jarrett would not yield. He told them:
"If I said I was sorry, I would be telling a story, and this my
honor for truth won't permit me to do." At the reply the com
mittee members were nonplussed. They then asked for a pro
visional expression of regrets. Still Mr. Jarrett remained firm,
and said, "Gentlemen, I am not sorry." After a most welcome

reception by Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett, the committee took their
departure, and reported their findings with one accord to the
meeting. There was no alternative left but to "read him out of
meeting," and thereby he most regretfully lost his membership
in the Society of Friends.
Samuel F. Jarrett was born and reared a Friend, and at
heart he ever remained a friend, though no more a member in

standing. If he was dismissed for transgression of the meet
ing's then standing rule, his heart ever after clung to the faith.
Whenever opportunity came he attended meeting, participated
in its religious spirit, and contributed of his means and sup
port for its sustenance. With this ancient rule of the meeting
then in force he never was in sympathy, and he always thought
in this the Friends as a society were somewhat narrow in their
doctrine and ruling, that of dismissal for such a mild trans
gression. But nevertheless he abided in their faith, accepted
the verdict in a liberal and charitable spirit, and with it all
never lost faith and trust in the accepted religion of his
youth.

As to the Presbyterian Church—^the faith of his wife's

family and their ancestors, the Edwards, Crawfords, and col
lateral branches—^he was with it in its work by adoption as a
charitable husband, though never becoming a member thereof.
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The families of his dear wife worshipped for generations in
the Lower Providence Presbjrterian Church, were associated
with and assisted in its uplift, development and progress; and
there it its God's acre many of their number are to be found
buried.

The Reverend Henry S. Rodenbaugh for many years was
pastor of this church. Samuel F. Jarrett and his wife, Amanda
Crawford, were not only married by him but he and Mr. Jar
rett were the dearest of friends. Mr. Rodenbaugh always was
a most welcome visitor at the Jarrett home. He was there

often, and these two good friends would sit down together and
chat in great congeniality-. Mr. Rodenbaugh as pastor of this
charge had his ups and downs, for it seems that most ministers

of the gospel have their trials and troubles. Though Mr. Jar
rett was in a way but a congregational member of his church,
Mr. Rodenbaugh looked upon him as a friend in need. He
would often approach him and open his heart to him in con

fidence, and when all was done and over he seemed to experi
ence relief of mind. When Mr. Rodenbaugh was called to his

long home, his passing was to Mr. Jarrett the losing of a good
and close friend and a much cherished neighbor. For a long
time thereafter this loss gave him much distress of mind and
discomfort of heart.

Upon the marriage of Samuel F. Jarrett and Amanda

Crawford, as young married people usually do, they looked
about them for a home and a means of livelihood. As he was a

farmer by vocation, naturally a farm was sought. The place
selected was of considerable size, situated not far from the

wife's home, in Lower Providence township, on the road lead

ing from Shannonville (now Audubon village) to Trooper
post office. This place is now owned and operated by a florist
named P. J. Callahan.

Here in due time they gathered together their meager pos
sessions, and settled down to the affairs of life—housekeeping,
farming and similar hard work. With it all they were a happy
couple, congenially mated,- working harmoniously together
and forging ahead for gain and livelihood.

Unfortunately for them, as time flitted by they learned
they had not used the best of judgment in the selection
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of a farm to meet their needs. Their home was at first

somewhat humble, but after improvement it was more ample
for their comfort and convenience; so they worked to

gether with a willing spirit and persevered. They stocked their
farm as best their limited means afforded. Their produce

found a ready sale in the Philadelphia markets, which Mr.
Jarrett attended, and thus they labored onward for the meager
gain they there acquired.
The farm was not of the best, for the lands were rolling,

somewhat ridgy hills, with numerous gullies, and some of the
fields were littered with stones. I remember Father Jarrett

relating that one spring he picked from one field alone some
135 cartloads of loose stones, and when this was done, in going
over the field he could not see where any had been removed.

This was but a sample of their many struggles during their
several years' stewardship on this farm.

About this period Mrs. Jarrett's good uncle, Abraham
Brower, of Upper Providence township, visited them. Together
this good man and Samuel F. Jarrett walked over the fields for
inspection. Upon their return to the house a fine dinner
awaited them and they had a good talk. It summed up to this:
"Samuel," this good uncle said, "this is no farm for you and
Amanda; you must sell and get away from here as soon as you
can." Ere long the uncle's advice was taken.
While Mr. Jarrett was returning from the Philadelphia
markets a short time later, on the Egypt road between Jeffersonville and his home, a public vendue was in progress at what
was then the farm of Samuel Swift, Esq., about a half
mile west of Jeffersonville, in Norriton township. He drove
in as a matter of curiosity. Just at this juncture the real estate

was being put up for sale by the auctioneer. Bids were slow in
coming. Mr. Jarrett ventured to add a bid, when to his great
amazement the farm was "knocked down" to him. After realiz

ing what he had done he visioned trouble, for he did not have
the ready money to pay for it. He spent some sleepless nights
in worry, but to his surprise and relief some of his friends
proffered their help. He was fortunate in the end; he soon
found a purchaser for his farm in Lower Providence township
at a fair price and profit, and its sale gave him ready cash with
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which to make good his payments upon his newly acquired
farm in Norriton.

The purchase of this farm by Samuel F. Jarrett was his
"making." All was so different that the place proved a para
dise in comparison with the discomforts and hard work of the
Lower Providence township farm which he had just sold.
The lands of the new purchase had a southern slope, and
were divided into three tracts by the Egypt and Port Indian
roads. On the larger tract of land, south of the Egypt road and
on its border, were the buildings. These were far more service
able, comfortable and convenient, than those of the farm just
vacated. This tract of land was further divided into two sepa

rate tracts by the east arm of Indian Creek flowing through
its greater length, thereby giving it this water advantage. All
the farm was tillable, of a most excellent producing quality
and free of loose stones. The soil was of a rather deep sandy

loam, with a slight admixture of clay, and there was sufficient
of each for easy cultivation, assuring excellent productive
quality.

In later years Samuel F. Jarrett added to his first ac

quisition a tract of abutting woodland, increasing his landed
holdings to nearly a hundred acres. This added acreage he
purchased from the late Dr. John Schrack, and it was ever a
great source of pleasure and satisfaction to him in many ways.
It was heavily timbered with stately oaks, hickories, beeches
and other varieties of trees. The woods not only supplied tim

ber for fencing and building, but were pasture land for cattle.
Indian Creek curved through the woods, furnishing ample
water for the pasturing stock.

In earlier days these woods were a favorite place for hold
ing campmeetings of the colored people. These meetings drew
great numbers of people, both those of a religious trend and of
a curious nature. More than one black eye and bloody nose
were suffered here when curious and drunken visitors (mainly

whites) would come as an annoying and disturbing element to
the well-disposed, religiously-inclined sect. In later years some
of the neighboring churches held their annual Sunday school

picnics there. Other societies and organizations also used the
woods, as they were of easy approach, and because the situa-
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tion furnished a most inspiring and picturesque spot for just
such gatherings.
In the center of these woods was a strong-flowing spring
of pure, sparkling water, and this was a great source of com
fort and pleasure to Mr. Jarrett. Oftimes, in his wanderings
over the farm inspecting his prolific growing crops, he would
drift there, rest on a seat by the side of the spring, meditate
in joy and contentment, and, as it were, commune with nature.
He would watch the squirrels in their playful sports, enjoy the
sweet song of the warbling birds, and thus lose himself in
nature's bliss and happiness.
The greatest part of Samuel F. Jarrett's life was spent on
this farm. He and his good family lived in congenial happiness
and contentment through their many years. His home com
forts he enjoyed in simplicity, yet he labored hard for success
as a frugal farmer. The farmer's life is not always one of ease
and comfort, and yet he enjoyed contentment and prospered
in this world's means. He added innovations and improve
ments from time to time, for he was a man of more than or
dinary ability, gifted with a natural pride in attainment, so
that he longed for improvements and believed in them and
enjoyed them. He not only kept his farm in a high state of
cultivation and in orderly shape and tillage, but his home and
its environment were like the owner in his bearing. You saw
no weeds nor rubbish about the place. His fields of crops were
the pride of the neighborhood in quality and quantity. His
cattle and other stock were kept in the best condition, sleek,
fat and well fed. This simply had to be; it could not be other
wise, for it was his natural disposition.
In his prime manhood days he attended the Philadelphia
markets to sell his produce. These products were cleanly pre
pared and attractively displayed for sale, and they, along with
the courtesy of the seller, would attract the buyer. His patron
age was of the better class, and the remuneration was liberal,
satisfying and pleasing.
In the later years of his farming he turned his attention
more to dairying and cropping, thereby eliminating the slavish
work necessary for Philadelphia marketing. To himself and
family this was a welcome relief, and he now had more time
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'Oakland Farm" — Home of Samuel F. Jarrett

Independent Cavalry Battalion

Standing—Corp. Charles P. Egbert, Cornelius Rhoads, Corp. Archibald D. Thompson, Reuben Y.
Ramsey and Edward Conrad.
Seated—Serg. Samuel F. Jarrett, Edwin Moore and Lewis Stycr.
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to utilize in another and simpler capacity and yet attain the
same end and purpose.

In public matters he stood foremost for advancement" and
betterment of the neighborhood. In movements of a worthy
character he was always alert with a helping hand. He not
only accorded personal support in the adoption of such public
projects, but when necessry he gave freely of his means. This
was but his natural disposition. In such matters he did not
work for personal gain or advancement, for he was a reticent
man, considering first community good and lastly notoriety
and self-interest. This unselfishness and sincerity of purpose
gave him a wide circle of acquaintances and made him a host of
friends, and by reason of this confidence and trust he was gen
erally looked up to, respected and better known.
When the Civil War broke out and involved the whole na

tion in strife, Samuel F. Jarrett was one of the first in sym

pathy for the northern cause, and in heart he was with Presi
dent Lincoln in his call for volunteers to put down the Re
bellion.

' The Jarretts, we have learned, in all generations in their
religious belief were of the Society of Friends, and thus were
opposed to war in any form. But Samuel F. Jarrett differed
somewhat from the Society, as was apparent in his marriage
outside of the meeting. After the outbreak of hostilities, in
1861, Samuel F. Jarrett was just in his prime of life, being
nearly 40 years of age. The trend of events made him feel it
was his duty to respond. His family were dear to him, and war
was contrary to his doctrinal belief, so he restrained himself
for the time being, and patiently awaited the outcome of
events.

In the summer of 1863 General Robert E. Lee and his Con

federate army were advancing northward and threatened
Pennsylvania. Governor Curtin, fearful of results in case of
an invasion, made a strong appeal for emergency troops for
field duty to repel the enemy. In Norriton and Lower Provi
dence townships and in Norristown was formed the Norris
Cavalry, Samuel F. Jarrett could not restrain himself further
and enlisted therein as a member. The commanding officer was
Captain Frederick W. Haws, of Jeffersonville, and Samuel F.
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Jarrett was made a non-commissioned officer, a sergeant. At

the opportune time, we learn, the troop offered its services to
the country.

Of this experience Samuel F. Jarrett at a later date wrote
thus:

"At the time General Lee, with his Rebel forces, crossed the Potomac
River to invade the fair lands of Pennsylvania, the people of the Schuylkill Valley became much alarmed at the shape things were taking, after
having sent so many of their brave young men to the army. The enemy

appeared to be gaining ground and likely from his movements to de
vastate that beautiful and fertile valley of the Schuylkill. Farmers and
business men in and around Norristown felt it necessary to raise soldiers

to assist in stemming the tide of invasion of General Lee and his hordes,
and if possible to capture them or drive them back.
"They therefore in a very few days raised a company of cavalry and
selected for their captain Frederick W. Haws, of Norriton Township.
Farmers were in the midst of harvesting their crops, their hay about
half made, and grain nearly ripe to reap. But nevertheless they thought
better to sacrifice their crops and go to the assistance of the brave men
already in the field. These men that banded themselves together meant
business. They did not go for glory but to fight to death if necessary. On

the second of July, in 1863, a warm, sultry morning, they left their
homes to meet together at our countyseat of Norristown. Our company
'found' their own horses and equipped them. We left Norristown about

10 o'clock in the morning, and were oif for the seat of war." » • *

In preserved notes of this period kept by Sergeant Jarrett
he recorded the daily events and activities of these troops
while in the field. These notes are brief, but even in their brev

ity they are interesting to us at this late day, pertaining as
they do to those eventful days while the writer was at the
front actively doing war duty. I copy them as he entered them:
"July 2nd. We left home and marched (rode) to Pottstown this day.
"July 3d. Left Pottstown at 7 o'clock in the morning. Marched to the
city of Reading; put up in the city for the night.
"July 4th. Today we were mustered into state service for three
months unless sooner discharged. We then marched (rode) out of the city

of Reading to a little woods, about a mile and a half distant down the
pike to camp. Here we pitched our tents, picketed our horses in the woods
close by; it rained all night and next day to noon."

The news came to them while there in camp that the con

federate army under General Lee, the enemy invaders in
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Pennsylvania, had met their defeat the day before, July 3d, at
Gettysburg, and they were then retreating. All further in
vasion was at an end for the time being. These most welcome
reports eased matters in the minds of the officers and men of
the Norris Cavalry, gave them comfort at heart and relieved
their apprehensions of soon meeting the enemy face to face in
open strife. The diary continues:
"July 5th. At noon we saddled our horses and marched into the city
of Reading. Had our horses appraised; afterwards we rode back to camp.
Struck tents and rode back into the city of Reading; loaded our horses
upon the cars, and trained for Harrisburg. We arrived in Harrisburg
about 11 o'clock. We left our horses on the cars 'till morning, and we
laid on the cars and slept.

"July 6th. This morning we unloaded our horses, rode them to below
the city a little distance, made our camp in a woods, and put up our
tents. Still it rained.

July 7th. We were detailed with an order to go with our horses that
needed shoeing, and went into the city to have it done. On our return we
had the misfortune of losing a horse. We hunted for him all evening, and
could not find him. We then returned to camp for supper. I then went
into Harrisburg to have stripes (Sergeant) put on my uniform, that
I drew this day; returned to camp about 10 o'clock that evening; soon
went to bed in my tent and slept first rate.
"July 8th. Still in Camp Couch. It rained nearly all night; in the
morning it rained very hard. In the afternoon I was detailed to take a
squad of men into town with their horses to have them shod; we re
turned to camp in the evening, and soon fell into our bunks for the night.
"July 9th. I was detailed sergeant of the guard for 24 hours at
headquarters—divided into three reliefs.
"July 10th. In camp.

"July 11th. We received marching orders, struck tents and marched
to Harrisburg. There we received orders to go to Shippensburg with a lot
of horses, and went to Camp Curtin to receive the remainder of our
camp equipment. We marched back to our old Camp Couch, and slept
there for the night.

"July 12th. This morning we marched (rode) back to Harrisburg,
received 100 horses, and started with these for Shippensburg. On the
first day we rode to Carlisle, and there camped on the fair grounds for
the night.
July 13th. We gathered together our horses and started for Shippens
burg. One and half miles east of Shippensburg we camped for the night
on a farm belonging to a Mr. Craig.
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July 14th. We resumed our march for Shippensburg, arriving there
at 9.30 in the morning. We camped in Shippensburg that day and night.
This is a nice town of about 2000 inhabitants.

"July 16th. This day we rode to Scotland Bridge; the road was
rough and the day was very hot. We stopped at a little place called
Scotland. Arrived there about 12 o'clock and camped there.
July 16th. In camp at Scotland.
July 17th. We struck tents in the morning and marched to Chambersburg with our lot of horses; arriving there at 9.30, and raining very
fast. It commenced to rain about 3 in the morning, and rained until we
arrived at Chambersburg. We turned our detail of horse in to a plot of
ground; then camped in a nearby woods, hitched our horses to trees, and
awaited there for orders. Order came we should pitch our tents. Lieu
tenant George P. Yocum and myself left camp to see if we could find a
better camping ground, and we did find a more suitable place, in a very
nice wood, a half-mile from Chambersburg. Here we pitched our tents,
found our way back to town, secured bologna sausage and bread, for our
supper and breakfast, for our commissary stores were running short.
"July 18th. We broke camp at Chambersburg, took up our line of
march to within a short distance of Greencastle, and there camped for
the night in a clump of wood.

"July 19th. We broke camp near Greencastle at 8.30 in the morning,
and rode to a place near Clear Spring, and there camped on a farm
for the night.
"July 20th. This day we marched below Clear Spring, Maryland,
camped in a nice woods, about one and half miles from the Potomac
River. When we arrived there I was taken very sick.
"July 21st. I went to Clear Spring to get medicine for my illness;
we laid in camp for the day and drilled.
"July 22nd. We remained in camp.
"July 23d. Received marching orders, and rode to the Potomac River,
and scattered along its banks between Dam No. 4 and Dam No. 5. This
was 12 o'clock noon.

"July 24th. Remained on picket duty on the Potomac River until
this day at 12 o'clock noon. We then were relieved and marched back to
camp.

"July 25th. Remained at Camp Couch for some days.

"July 26th. Sunday. We had meeting (church services) in the fore
noon and in the evening.

"July 27th. Monday morning. We went out to drill, it soon com
menced to rain; this was about 10 o'clock. In the evening orders came in

to march. It was reported that the Rebels had crossed the Potomac River
on an invasion. We marched to Little Concocheage Creek, and there were
drawn up in line for battle. I was detailed as sergeant with eight men
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to go scouting to ascertain the true state of affairs. We starting about
11 o'clock, marched to the Gap, riding 35 miles, returning to camp about
6.30 in the morningj immediately reporting to Colonel Wyncoop our
findings.

"July 28th. This afternoon we marched back to Camp Stahl, and
there remained in camp for the night.

"July 29th. In the morning we received orders to go down on the

Potomac River to do picket duty. We marched in a company, and were
stretched out for about 12 miles along the river. My post of duty was
about 4% miles above Williamsport.

"July 30th. R. Ramsey, Chas. Egbert, C. Rhoads and myself rode
across the Potomac River into Virginia for about four miles distant. We
heard of a deserter from the Rebel army and our intentions was to
arrest and parole him. Instead we captured two Rebel guns belonging
to the enemy. We crossed the river with the guns (muskets) to
our posts. Later we were relieved of further duty and returned to
camp. That evening we were visited by a big storm and heavy rain.
"July 31st. A very pretty morning. We laid in camp for the day;
and had battalion in the afternoon.

"Aug. 1st. Lieut. G. R. Perchin, Edwin Moore and myself saddled
our horses and rode out to the Camp of the 4th Regiment, Penna.
Volunteers. From there we went on to a place called Fairview—on top
of a mountain—and from there had a most splendid view of a slope in
Virginia. We returned to camp by way of Clear Spring, and there had a
good dinner.

"Aug. 2nd. T. W. Humphrey, R. G. Ramsey and myself mth Quarter
master DeRi, started out on a foraging expedition accompanied by four
of Capt. Bore's men. We left camp about 7.30 A.M., rode to Hancock, and
there stopped to feed. The weather was very warm so we rested here for
about two hours. About 6 o'clock P.M., we resumed our march; con
tinued on until about 11 P.M., when we came to a farm house. There we
tied our horses >to some apple trees in a field, and then went to the barn
to get some hay to feed them with. Then we spread our gum blankets
on the ground by the side of our horses, and laid down to sleep for the
remainder of the night with a clear sky for a roof above us.

"Aug. 3d. We arose early in the morning, travelled for about three
miles stopped at a very nice place between the mountains and there took
breakfast and fed our horses. We resumed our march to the town of

Cumberland. This we found to be a pretty nice place of 7 or 8000 in

habitants, situated between mountains on the Potomac River. It is quite
a business place, and about 40 miles from Hancock. From our camp to
Hancock is about 22 miles. Hancock has a population of about 2000
inhabitants. We succeeded in getting a boatload of oats and com.
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"Aug. 4th. In the evening we started for our old camp. We marched
about 13 miles, came to a farm house owned by a man by the name of
Kelly and remained there for the night.
"Aug. 5th. We breakfasted with Mr. Kelly, the farmer, and then
started on our march down the canal on through a handsome tunnel
% of a mile long through which boats travel. This is known as the
Ohio & Chesapeake Canal, and its cost was thirty million dollars. After
a very warm and weary trip we arrived late into camp. This night about
12 o'clock, orders came in that thirty of our company should saddle up
and march for we expected to meet the enemy at the No. 4 Locks.
"Aug. 6. When the detail arrived at the canal they were ordered to
dismount and ground arms. The enemy happened to be about fifty tons
of oats and corn to be unloaded from the boat, and the work certainly
made the boys sweat.

"Aug. 7th. The detail that was ordered to meet the enemy returned
to camp this morning without being wounded by bullets, only wounded
in feelings at their hot job.
"Aug. 8th. We went down to the Potomac to do picket duty; this
was Saturday.

"August. 9th. Mr. Norman Egbert and I encountered the enemy. I
had a severe contest with one of them, for he run his bayonet into me.
The wound did not prove serious—^it proved to be a sting from a bumble
bee; we had run into its nest.
"Aug. 15th. We did nothing but camp duty for the past six days.
We now took up our march after loading our horses with camp equip
ment, and left old Maryland to our rear. We marched to Greencastle,
and there camped for the night.

"Aug. 16th. We resumed our march, rode to within two miles of
Chambersburg, and camped there for the night.
"Aug. 17th. In the morning we resumed our march, travelled to
Carlisle, and there stopped for the night in a clump of woods.
"Aug. 18th. We resumed our line of march, and rode safely to
Harrisburg. The roads were very dusty. It was 2 o'clock in the afternoon
when we arrived at this point, and went into camp at Camp Couch,
awaiting our dischai^.
"Aug. 19th. Remained in camp all day.

"Aug. 20th. We turned over to the state our saddles, bridles, sabres
and pistols.

"Aug. 21st. We marched into Harrisburg to be mustered out of
service. Between 2 and 3 o'clock we received our pay; I received $53.50.
Later in the afternoon we took our horses to the depot, loaded them on

the cars, and left Harrisburg between 10 and 11 o'clock that evening on
the train.
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"Aug. 22nd. Arrived at Bridgeport, unloaded our horses, and came
over to Norristown. We fed ourselves and horses at Brewer's hotel; ar
rived at my home (JefFersonville) about 4 o'clock; this was Saturday
afternoon, Aug. 22nd, 1863."

Among Samuel F. Jarrett's preserved war papers are sev
eral letters or petitions. The first was written under date of
August 10, 1863, and was from the officers and men of his
company, addressed to Colonel Moson. The signers asked to be
returned to their homes and business—for the company was
out of Pennsylvania, in the state of Maryland, and was more
or less inactive and the members were restless. General Lee

and his Confederate army in their advance had been defeated
at the battle of Gettysburg, in Pennsylvania, and had re
treated to the south, and as these "emergency men" saw it,
circumstances then did not warrant the state in retaining them
in the field or in active service any longer. The letters are selfexplanatory and follow:
"Camp Stahl, Aug. 10, 1863
"To Lieut. Col. JMoson:

"We the members of Company B, 1st Battalion Penna., 3 mos.
Cavalry, having left our homes and business very unceremoniously, and
came forth at the call of Gov. Curtin, for the defense of our native,state,
and believing that our further sojourn here is no longer necessary to that
end, most respectfully request you as our superior officer to return with
us to a point within the line of Pennsylvania, that we may be returned
to our homes and business, and, if necessary, be allowed to maintain our

organization subject to the call of the Governor at any time during the
term of our enlistment."

(signed)
Officers:
Lieut. G. R. Pechin
2nd Lieut. Geo. P. Yocum

Ord. Sergt. Hary C. Johnson
Sergt. S. F. Jarrett
Sergt. J. F. Anderson
Sergt. Jos. H. Barrett
Sergt. T. W. Humphrey
Sergt. A. Gotwals
Corp'l A. D. Thompson
Corp'l J. M. Stacker
Corp'l Peter Crouse
Corp'l Chas P. Egbert
Corp'l William H. Stillwagon
Corp'l R. G. Ramsey

^
Corp'l Lewis Styer
Corp'l John Deal
Privates:

J. Q. Alkinson
Jacob Buckwalter
George W. Berry
Wm. Bainbridge
Edward Conard
A. W. Cooper
John Coates
W. R. Cox
S. Edwards
S. G. Eisenbey
H. M. Fulmer
John Fulmer, Jr.
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Seth Fulmer

J. Shafer

Edward Fries

J. Skene

T. Gilenger
G. L. Garrigues

H. Sturges
T. Snyder
W. P. Nungessor
I. M. Templin

L. Hendricks

G. Hagey

A. B. Moyer

A. S. Shaw
I. W. Wierman
J. C. Ward
J. Wildsmith
E. M. Worrell
N. S. Wolf

Edwin Moore

J. Q. Hunsicker

Hugh Mason
Wm. H. Meigs
J. C. Morgan

A. Hughs Rich
David Schrack, Surg.

J. Hutt

Ivins R. Hansell
Charles C. Johnson
G. W. Kibblehouse
A. Kuhn

Stephen T. Kirk

G. W. Mancill
Josiah Note

Cornelias Rhoads

All officers and men of the company did not join in the
petition to Colonel Moson for relief. Why this was the case, I
do not know. Those of the company that did not subscribe
their names are given below. The two lists of names form the
complete company roster.^ The omitted names are:
Officers:

Captain Frederick W. Haws

Sergeant George Pechin, Jr.

Privates—continued

"William B. Nungesser
Enos H. Parvin

Privates:

E. Channing Potts

Jacob Buckwalter

John C. Hunsicker
Andrew H. Rahn
Atkinson A. Ritch

Charles A. Cox

Benjamin Custer
L. Y. Eisenbery
Edward Gorgas

Charles Smith

Charles Hansell

Morton C. Streeper
Joseph Spencer

Charles L. Haws

James Wells

John C. Hendricks

Hophin Johnson, musician

A letter or petition of a similar import written at the same
time and place, by direction of the company, was addressed
^For a full list of officers and men comprising this company, "Inde

pendent Cavalry Battalion," see History of Montgomery County, edited
by Colonel Theodore W. Bean, p. 280.
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to Judge Krause, then on the Montgomery County bench. TTis
influence and aid with Governor Curtin were asked for the

release and discharge of the company. The character and pur
port of the document are given briefly in the following ex
tracts ;

" * * * We left our homes and business very unceremoniously and
came forth at the call of the Government to defend our native state,
and believe that our further sojourn here was not necessary to that end,
respectfully requested Colonel Moson to relieve us to some point within
the lines of Pennsylvania that we may be "sent to our homes.

"We, committee in behalf of the Company, respectfully request you
to intercede in our behalf with Governor Curtin. ♦ ♦ * As you are well
acquainted with the business circumstances of many members of the

Norris Cavalry, and well know the great sacrifice incurred by our being
absent, you therefore can represent the wishes of the Company to the
Governor in its true light.

♦

• *

"Yours truly,

"Sergt. Samuel P. Jarretfj
"Sergt. Jos. H. Barrett i Committee"
"Corpl Lewis Styer
j
The petition must have had its effect, for on the 15th of the
month orders came for the troop of Norris Cavalry to march

from the state of Maryland over into the state of Pennsyl
vania. After a short delay the march was continued until their

arrival at the State Capital, Harrisburg. After routine duty
essential for the return of all state property to the proper
officials, the soldiers received their pay, were relieved from
further military duty to the state and entrained homeward
joyfully.

As the Civil War continued, Samuel F. Jarrett, being of
required age and physical ability, came in for his share of

liability when drafts were made, from time to time, for men
needed for active service in the army. On one occasion he fur

nished a substitute, and at another time or two he cheerfully
paid his share of bounty for exemption. In meeting these re
quirements and all else in his country's need, in many ways
he contributed his share of aid and support as a patriotic and
dutiful citizen for the success of the Northern cause. During
these eventful and exciting war times he was a great reader
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of the daily newspaper, and was ever anxious each morning
to learn favorable war news of the Northern army's, and the
country's, success in the war.

Charles Palmer Jarrett, a younger brother of Samuel F.

Jarrett, previous to the outbreak of the Civil War drifted
south, into the state of Louisiana, and there married. At the
outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted in the Confederate army
and became an officer. His brother, Samuel F., had learned of

this fact and became greatly perturbed of mind and fearful
at heart while at the front lest he might meet his brother in

open strife. It was not until the war was over that he learned
that his brother, Charles Palmer Jarrett, had been killed on
the field of battle. He fell in the early part of the war, in open

strife, in the battle of Shiloh, on April 6, 1862. If he had
known this, Samuel F. Jarrett would not have entertained that
dreadful anxiety as to engaging his brother face to face in
battle.

Samuel F. Jarrett, in addition to his interest in civic mat

ters, was more or less a politician of local note. In the early
history of the Republican Party he became imbued with its
accepted principles and was a staunch supporter of General
John C. Fremont for President of the United States, in 1856.
Ever after this he was strong in Republican partisanship. He

always was much interested in the general and local elections
for the success of his party. Some years back Norriton town

ship, his home, as well as Montgomery county, was strongly
Democratic. He was of the firm belief that the Republican

Party should by all means be the prevailing power, with its
advanced principles, in national and state as well as local af
fairs. Even in this great political interest he had no desire for

holding office. Irrespective of this he labored unflinchingly for
the success of the party's chosen candidates.
I often heard him relate with great concern, interest and

emotion his experiences in fighting the prevailing Democratic
power. At times these ineffectual efforts were exasperating,
trivial or amusing. It seems that then all the Democratic as

pirant had to do was to obtain the nomination for office,
for thereafter his success at the election was assured, so

great was the prevailing majority of the party at that time.
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Mr. Jarrett would often serve his district as a delegate to
the county convention. While unavoidably absent from this
convention, in 1872, his name was placed on the ticket for the
office of county treasurer. When he learned of this action of

the convention, at first he was nonplussed, but finally accepted
it as a sort of joke and let it go by passively to aid his party
in completing its ticket. He would do nothing in the canvass
for his election, looking upon any effort in that direction as
only wasted time and labor.
To his great surprise, when the election was over a dele

gation of his Norristown friends called upon him at his home
with the news of his election and tendered him their congratu
lations, they having learned from the early returns that he
had been elected over his Democratic opponent by a majority
of seven.

At first the favorable news dumfounded him, for he could
not believe it possible and feared his friends were joking with
him. After he was convinced it was a reality, he rallied to the
occasion with a warm handshake and gave the visitors a royal
reception. They were treated to cakes, cider and cigars—^the
best that a farmer's larder could produce at the time under
such surprising circumstances. Together they feasted, drank
and smoked the pipe of peace and victory. To the unsolicited
support given by his Democratic friends, he ascribed his elec
tion. In due time, accordingly, he arranged the affairs of his
farm to assume the duties of county treasurer, and he served
continuously in the office for a period of five years.

The term of office of county treasurer in those days was of
but one year's duration. Toward the close of his first term he

felt that as he had served the office in giving to it his best
ability, and being now familiar with its duties, another term
of office would be acceptable. At the next regular Republican
county convention he was in attendance to participate in its
work, and again his name was placed upon the ticket for
county treasurer.

His first year in office gave him great familiarity with the
people over the whole county, for in those days the county
treasurer was required by law to visit all towns and townships
to collect the county tax. Everywhere he went upon this duty
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he was received kindly, and made a host of friends by his open
ness of heart, courtesy and trustworthiness. By many of the
taxpayers he was urged again to be their official. So many old
and new friends and other taxpayers offered him their support
that he felt the more assured of again succeeding. Even with
this proffered aid, when the time came for making his canvass
over the county, he had to exert himself and it became a
struggle, for his Democratic rival was very active in the con
test. This gave Mr. Jarrett a warm chase over the entire
county. When the election was over and the returns in, it was
found that Mr. Jarrett had won by a majority of 158. In those

days a Republican majority like this over a Democratic rival
was a political surprise and an accomplishment that almost
seemed a miracle.

At this period—in 1872 and 1873—^the Pennsylvania State
Constitutional Convention met and framed a new constitution,

which was ratified by the voters at the election on Decem
ber 16, 1873. It lengthened the term of office of the county
treasurer from one to three years. Flushed with victory and
serving in his office with great fidelity, honor and trust, Mr.
Jarrett thought a third term, now of three years, would be
very acceptable. At the county convention in 1874, he was
nominated for a third term. As the time for the annual election

approached a most desperate fight developed between the rival
candidates for the office. The contestants followed each other

over the entire county In their canvass; and the campaign be
came a pitched battle, neither nominee leaving a stone un
turned to gain votes.

Mr. Jarrett was very manly in the struggle and resorted
to nothing but what was fair and honorable, for his accepted

principles were fidelity, truth and honesty. When the election
was over and the returns were in, it was found that he was

again elected, though this time his majority was but
twelve.

Upon completion of his five-year term of office he rested
calmly upon his oars, satisfied with his past political honor,
trust and emoluments of office. Despite all the pressure that

was brought to bear, under no consideration would he consent
to a further term of office.
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Mr. Auge, in his "Biographies—Men of Montgomery
County," in a sketch of the life and character of Samuel F.
Jarrett while in public life, wrote thus:
He was characterized while in office by his uniform courtesy and
fidelity, keeping the funds so well in hand that perhaps no one ever filled
it with more perfect acceptance to officials and the people."

But Mr. Jarrett's friends, both political and personal,
would not let him rest. They now urged him on to further and

greater political honors and trust. To all of these appeals he
listened with a deaf ear. First came to him a proffer of the
state senatorship. This appeal he rejected most emphatically,
saying, in his modesty, he was not qualified to hold such an

office and if nominated and elected he would immediately re
sign. Later he was urged for the state treasurership. Again
his protests came thick and fast. The powers that be were

going to have him nominated and elected against his wish, say
what he would. The same refusal came with thanks. Finding
that he remained stoical toward all appeals to continue his

political career, his friends withdrew their determined efforts,
and thereafter for all time he was permitted to enjoy freedom
from this urgency for political recognition.
The county treasurership during Mr. Jarrett's administra

tion, in the collection of the taxes of the county, involved more

hardship than that office does today. Then the law, or rule, re
quired the treasurer at a certain season of the year to visit all
towns, townships and districts personally to collect the taxes
that had not previously been remitted to the office. This method
of tax collection meant not only additional labor but more or

less insecurity and risk. In some districts the taxes thus paid
amounted to thousands of dollars. In localities of doubtful

reputation there was a question as to the safety and security
of this money, and the possibility of robbery gave more or less
concern. I heard Mr. Jarrett relate how, in the care of these

funds, he and his assistants stood watch during the night as
they patiently awaited the approach of morning when all
danger would be past. Banks and banking then were not so

common as today, for most of the tax was paid in cash, and
this ready money was a greater temptation for the burglar or
highway robber. Fortunately for him upon these occasions he
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and his associates escaped any "hold up," even after they had
been advised of the presence of suspicious characters lurking
in the neighborhood.

While treasurer of Montgomery county Mr. Jarrett had his
difficulties in achieving an honest administration. In his child

hood days and under parental care he was taught honesty and
righteousness above all else in his religion and belief. These
goodly principles ever stood foremost in his lifetime, and to
sustain these precepts of youth while in office was a sore trial.
Demands were made upon him to pay bills and obtain trusts

from public funds, apparently true and right upon their sur
face but on close scrutiny found to be illegal. These demands
did not come alone from laymen, but some were made by

officials in power. Irrespective of their source, when not legiti
mate Mr. Jarrett ignored them and brushed them aside with a
determined non-approval.

In retaliation, more than once threats were made against
him for non-compliance; nevertheless he stood firm and

ignored or rejected such demands most emphatically. The
threats that came to him never went beyond defiance. Those
who uttered them became fearful and well knew their re

bounding consequence, that of public exposure. When Mr.
Jarrett closed his books as county treasurer the audit showed
that never did an official surrender his office to his successor
with a cleaner slate and conscience. When the auditors com

pleted their task, returning to him his office books with their
"O.K.," it was with a great sense of relief and comfort that he
again breathedfreedom from official duties after his five years
of successful stewardship as a trusted county official.

During his five-year term as county treasurer, Mr. Jarrett
turned his farm and stock over to a capable farmer, he resid

ing the while in his comfortable home and acting in a way as
director, advisor and overseer. After his term of office closed,
while he remained active in the affairs of the farm, it was not
with the same degree of stewardship as before.

As previously mentioned in this paper, Samuel F. Jarrett
was ever interested in community affairs. We find him a leader,

supporter and promoter in nearly all matters advanced for the
community good and progress. He not only aided by lending
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a helping hand but contributed liberally of his means. He was
unselfish and worked for the advancement and betterment not

only of the community as a whole but of the individuals as
well. Those who knew him best were his associates in various

enterprises and shared with him this liberal and charitable
spirit.

For years Mr. Jarrett was identified with the Lower Provi
dence Express Company, whose purpose was to protect mem
bers against horse thieves. The company held its meetings in
the old Shannonville Hotel, and Mr. Jarrett served the society

actively the greater part of its existence as its president. It
was interesting to hear him relate the experiences of mem
bers on different occasions when travelling over the country

to run down thieves guilty of stealing horses from members.
On the road the pursuers had all sorts of thrilling adventures,
some amusing and others exciting and fraught with danger.
A half century or more ago there was a movement on foot
to build a plank road from Jeffersonvile to Shannonville, for
the betterment of the old Egypt road, and Mr. Jarrett was
foremost in striving for the success of the project. Among his

papers—brown with age—^is a list of the supporters of the
movement and the amounts of their subscriptions, and I find
him a liberal subscriber. But for lack of sufficient neighbor

hood support the endeavor failed of materialization. During
thawing weather this road was almost impassable and was
most distressing to travel.

Mr. Jarrett was prominently identified with the one-time
Crawford Creamery, of Shannonville. In its formation and its

building he was not only a most liberal stockholder, but for
years he was a liberal patron with his dairy product. He served
it for years as one of its board of managers. This creamery in
its day had an enviable reputation for its superior dairy prod
ucts, such as butter, cream and block cheese. These country
enterprises were created and managed for the farmers' bene
fit. They had their halcyon days of prosperity, but most of these
creameries, as a result of changed conditions had to die a
natural death from lack of interest and support. All that re
mains now of the Crawford Creamery is a dismantled build

ing, cherished memories and worthless stock.
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Neary a hundred years ago an Agricultural and Mechanical
Society existed at Jeffersonville. It subsequently blended into
the old Montgomery County Agricultural Society, at Springtown, and the East Pennsylvania Agricultural and Mechanical
Society, at Norristown, Pa. None of the societies named now
has an existence, except in memories of the past. Mr. Jarrett
was one of the incorporators of the East Pennsylvania Agri
cultural and Mechanical Society, whose grounds were in the
northwestern section of Norristown, and he was active in its
management. He served on various committees, displayed
stock and produce at its exhibitions, and was frequently a
winner of prizes and blue ribbons for superiority of his ex
hibits.

When the Norristown and Jeffersonville horse passenger
railway was projected, back in the eighties, Mr. Jarrett be
came much interested and subscribed liberally for stock. The
first plan was to build a horse car line to Jeffersonville only.
The project fell through for lack of support, due, it was said,
to the fact that Norristown's citizens had failed to subscribe

for their proportionate amount of the stock. But years later
the project was revived in the form of an electric road, and
again Mr. Jarrett became a prime mover toward its accom
plishment by subscribing liberally for stock. The line at first
was built only to Jeffersonville. The builders of the road were
so well pleased with the community's interest and support that
the company afterward never asked payment on the stock
subscriptions. It seems that after obtaining the right of way,
this was regarded as being so valuable that the country
people's money was not wanted. Not until later was the line
extended to Trooper, then to Collegeville and finally to Pottstown.

In the seventies Jeffersonville experienced a period of un
usual general activity. The place awakened from a prolonged
Rip Van Winkle sleep, and various interests were matured for
the community's betterment and advancement. Conspicuous
among these innovations were the Jefferson Hall Association
and the Jefferson Library. The people, alive to the occasion,
organized themselves into a community sociefy or civic organ
ization. They met for discussion of projected work at mem-
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bers' homes, at the school house or at other places suitable for
such gatherings. Among those enlisted enthusiastically in
these activities was Mr. Jarrett. Among the major projects
advocated as a community necessity, and consummated, were

a public hall, to be under control of the Jefferson Hall Associa
tion, and a public library conducted by the Jefferson Library
Association. Mr. Jarrett not only gaye his personal efforts to
ward these endeavors but contributed liberally of his
means.

The A. F. Jarrett feed store building, in earlier days the
Jeffersonville Inn stables or sheds, was purchased by the pro
moters of the two projects mentioned. A second story was

erected by the Hall Association upon the old walls. This upper
story was made into a large hall, and the adjoining corner
room by the upstairs entrance was arranged for library pur

poses. The first story, or ground floor, was made into a wheel
wright shop, and the corner small room became a cobbler's
shop.

The Jefferson Hall Association opened its doors to the

public on Christmas night in 1871, with a great demonstra
tion, comprising speeches, instrumental and vocal music, a
sumptuous banquet and floating banners. The association con
tinued in existence for some years. Its main auditorium was

of pretentious size, and in it were held all sorts of exhibitions,
lectures, concerts, shows, dinners and other affairs that would
serve such a community.

The Jefferson Library Association was projected and
largely supported by the same persons who constituted the
Jefferson Hall Association. In the creation of this institution

of public service Mr. Jarrett alike was interested and became
a liberal patron and contributor.
The library, as well as the hall association, had a prosperous

beginning, and both met a neighborhood want for some years.
The financial depression that spread over our vast country in
the seventies was seriously experienced in our village, coupled
then with village disintegration, so that these community
activities went into decline, falling from bad to worse, until
their dissolution resulted, and now only remnants and memo
ries remain.
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An interval of quiet in our village now set in, continuing
for some years. After prolonged sleep the village awakened,
and again it took on a new lease of life. A village improvement
association was then projected and materialized, developing in
time into strong civic organization. From its very beginning
Mr. Jarrett was active in its affairs, serving as one of its
officers. His interest in its many activities was instrumental
in accomplishing much. To keep pace with the society's prog
ress was a pleasure to him, for it gave him additional food for
thought and interest. From a small beginning this institution
grew in membership and strength, and it forged ahead with
village progress—such as advancement in schools, betterment
of roads, introduction of surface drainage for streets, street
lighting, building of miles of sidewalks, better trolley car ser
vice, introduction of fire protection, promotion of social activi
ties and all else that stood for community friendliness, better
ment and advancement. The society in its many accomplish
ments more than pleased Mr. Jarrett, for it was to him a
satisfaction and an inspiration.
Early in the nineteenth century the old township of Norriton was reduced to a rather abnormal and irregular shape,
when it lost from its territory a great block of land upon the

incorporation of the borough of Norristown. This shaped the
remainder of Norriton township into a western and an eastern
division, letting the northern corner of the borough fit into
a hollow square. In 1908 Norriton's western district or sec
tion, from the natural current of events, seemed to progress

and develops in great strides. From this a disconcerted feeling
began to arise, and this western angle of the township felt it
would be better off if detached from the eastern part of the

township. Accordingly a separation was desired. Citizens went
into the Court of Quarter Sessions with a petition praying
for a division. Among those leading in this movement was
Mr. Jarrett. He not only joined in the petition for division but
proved a most Iberal contributor toward the expense the move
ment necessitated.

Complying with the petition, the court divided the former
Norriton township into two. West Norriton township grew

rapidly, to such an extent that not long afterward it became

Amanda Crawford Jarrett, Annie Oarrett) Reed and Samuel F. Jarrett

Samuel F. Jarrett
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a township of the first class. Today it is one of the most active
and best developed townships of the county of Montgomery for
its size. Before Mr. Jarrett's demise nothing seemed to please

him more than this spirit of activity and growth resulting as
a consequence of the township's division and its development.
In the creation of banks, trust companies and other fi
nancial institutions, manufacturing and industrial plants of
the community and other companies and organizations at
large for production, convenience and accommodations, Mr.
Jarrett was more or less interested. Some such projects were a
success and others were failures. In many of these efforts he

was a willing and interested investor or contributor, and suf
fered or gained, taking his loss or profit according to the out
come. To enumerate these endeavors in which he was inter
ested is next to an impossibility, for we can only speak of them
in a general way.

Mr. Jarrett lived for a half century on his farm in Norri-

ton township. The place was locally known as the "Oakland
Farm," taking its name from a large and majestic pin oak tree
that grew in the yard near the barn. Possibly this tree had its
beginning before the period of the American Revolution.
Finally he realized that the infirmities of age were upon him,
and that those long-time and sacred ties of attachment must
be severed. This thought was hard to contemplate after dwell

ing here in grace, peace and comfort these many years. Time
and tide wait for no man in their onward progress, and so it
was with him. He^ accepted his fate with charity, peace and
conciliation—all for the best—^his farm must be sold or other

wise disposed of. This was done in the year 1903. The family
then moved into the village of Jeffersonville, and Mr. Jarrett
became a renter until a contemplated new home could be com

pleted and occupied. Upon its completion, hither the family
removed, and there in retirement, peace and comfort, in their

plain, simple and modest way they dwelt until their final days
on earth.

After a most congenial marital companionship of nearly

sixty years, here it was in their new home that suddenly the
good wife, Amanda Crawford Jarrett, on January 22, 1909,
was called to the great beyond. This breaking of the parental
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home ties in her sudden and unexpected death was a most,
severe-and sorrowful blow to the family. The severing' of
companionship with him came as a great shock, and for the
time being it seemed Mr. Jarrett would be unable to bear the

bereavement. His only living child, Annie Jarrett Reed, then
went to dwell with him as a companion, and comfort him. In
his declining years her presence with him was a great relief,
and gave him peace of mind and great consolation and com
fort of heart.

Samuel F. Jarrett to a large extent was a self-made man.

His education was what he had gained in the public or private
schools of his day. The curriculum then was narrow and con
fined mainly to the' "three R's—reading, 'riting and 'rithmetic." School masters then did not have special training as

they do today and the supplies for school purposes were
meagre. Mr. Jarrett had a good friend in the person of the
late Gerrit S. Nichols, a local writer of note in the newspapers
of the past. In 1909 he v^rote Mr. Jarrett asking for a brief
sketch of his schooling, life and opportunities as a boy. The
answer was briefly as follows:
"In 1845 I finished my education at the old Jeffersonville school
house, where the fine building now (in 1909) stands. Farmer boys did
not then have the opportunity for education that our boys have today.

"After the work of threshing and so on was done, I could get prob
ably three months' schooling. My father had eight Scottish Highlander
boys and girls to raise. I guess he had his hands full, but we had to work.
In the month of March we boys had to stop school and get at the spring
work of the year, such as picking stones off the grass fields that were to be
mowed. Our work when we went to school was to milk the cows in the morn

ing and evening, get in the wood for the fires; then off to our traps at
full run, and then to school. On Saturday, when no school was held, we
had to clean stables of the week's litter, and it was a stiff job."

Among Samuel F. Jarrett's preserved papers we find some
of great age. Having suffered deterioration, they are somewhat
difficult to read. The first of these is from the pen of John
S. Holloway to Samuel F. Jarrett. They were neighbor boys,
close in companionship, each about 10 years of age, and at
tending the same Green Tree district school, in Upper Provi
dence township, Montgomery county, not far distant from
their homes. This early school enjoyed but a brief duration.
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The paper bears a poem that seems a friendly effusion—an
inspiration, as it were, in a close, heart-to-heart friendship.
The poem deals with their parting as students. It reads:
To Samuel P. Jarr^
"Time thei-e is will arrive

When you and I must part;
Hence in this world I hope you'll strive
To act a generous part.
"And when in health and vigor, too,
Your native fields you roam,
Think of one whose mortal frame

Is hastening toward the tomb.
"Now to you I will bid adieu,
To you who'll ever be
A friend within my wamest heart
Until E-T-E-R-N-I-T-Y.

"John S. Holloway, 2nd Mo. 25th, 1835"

On the same sheet of folded paper an additional effusion
of poetic lines appears, also under date of February 25th, 1835,
and also dedicated to Samuel F. Jarrett. It is subscribed to by

one Thomas Rapp. It appears that Thomas Rapp was Samuel
F. Jarrett's school teacher at this period, and he entertained
close affection for this pupil. In his musings of later life Mr.
Jarrett would at times recall this teacher as an able and most

friendly schoolmaster, having a personal interest in him. To
the youth upon their parting at the closing of the school term
Mr. Rapp wrote these verses, with a prelude of advice:
To Samuel F. Jarrett

"If youth is trifled away without improvement manhood will be

disgraced and old age (made) miserable."
"»•

"Improve your time while youth permits.
In age you'll not complain;
Time comes apace when you'll regret
All misplaced hours were in vain.
"So now to you I'll bid adieu.
To you who'll always be
A friend with all my warmest heart
Until E-T-E-R-N-I-T-Y.

"Thomas Rapp, Feb. 25th, 1886"
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Samuel F. Jarrett was a great reader and thinker. He

possessed a clear intuition and perception of mind that easily
grasped a thought. His mental perception and clear foresightedness came to him largely by inheritance and instinct.
For it seemed he had the same clearness of vision as a more

trained and cultural mind, and all came to him, as it were, by
second nature. He could see the purport of things, read human
nature with a vividness difficult to understand, and grasp a
situation in its true proportion, as it were, unconsciously.
With it all he had a most liberal turn of mind and possessed an
intelligent bearing, and his address was such that at all times
it was commanding, genteel and dignified.
Samuel F. Jarrett was the community's friend in many
ways. His neighbors and friends when in distress or troubled
in mind, or when in financial straits, frequently sought out
their good friend for comfort, advice and aid. He never re

fused, when such appeals were found to be consistent and
justified, the giving of relief and comfort. In financial matters
Mr. Jarrett gave, loaned and assisted, and many times such
generosity was to his sorrow, for some proved ungrateful to
ward his bountiful spirit. In times of sorrow and bereavement
for his neighbors he. was on hand with consolation, advice and
assistance. In this all-beneficent work he was sincere, sym

pathetic and comforting, and he was actuated by motives that
came true from the heart. In his daily associations with

friends and acquaintances he was easily approachable. His
heart poured out in warm, friendly spirit, good fellowship and
vivaciousness to all. The neighborhood's young people looked

up to him with the greatest respect, regard and admiration, so
much so that many of them knew him only as "Uncle Sam
Jarrett." This title of affection did not always carry with it
a claim to kinship, so great was this respect and admiration.
Among the greatest comforts and pleasures to him were
visits from his many friends, when they would sit down to
gether and discourse of the events of the day and reminisce

about bygone days. He delighted in this and would vividly
recall tales, traditions, happenings and experiences, particu
larly those of earlier times. How interested his hearers would
become when in his quiet, kindly and unassuming manner he
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would relate what he had heard or experienced, all as though
the events were of but yesterday! His earlier associations in

life were largely with the older people; his disposition then,
it seems, inclined toward them, and many of these associa-tes
were of the Society of Friends. It seems as though when young
his mind was of a more mature nature than that of other boys,
and his interests tended toward the past and would not in
cline so much toward the trend and activities of his own age.
In his later days nothing pleased Mr. Jarrett more than to
have his mature male friends gather about him by the fire
side, where they would smoke their cigars in pleasant content
ment and dwell in memories. As he bordered the century mark
in age a deterioration of his faculties slowly manifested itself,
and this was evident not only in his mind but a physical dis
ability also developed, though to no perceptible extent. He
suffered a lapse of memory at times and found it more difficult
to grasp events, keep his train of thought in speech and move
about in suppleness. In casual intercourse few fully realized
this growing infirmity nor that he was as aged as he was.

It was on June 28, 1917, that Samuel F. Jarrett passed to
the Great Beyond from whence no traveler returns. He was in
the ninety-second year of his age, and he died peacefully at
his home in Jeffersonville. His demise was a most sad loss to

the family, and it brought general bereavement into the hearts
of the community and his many friends. His departure was
the breaking of home ties, however bitter the separation was.
In his death there was taken from the family a beloved and
fond father, and from relatives and friends a most faithful
and exemplary friend. In death, it seems, all mankind suffer
alike. However sincere, affectionate, dear and congenial the
family ties and friendly associations may be, the time cometh
when we must take this departure, however regretful or pain
ful it may be.
The funeral of Samuel F. Jarrett was from his late home

in Jeffersonville. It was simple and plain, in accordance with

his desire and accepted religious belief and practice. His many
friends came from far and near to pay the last respects and
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tribute that are possible upon the departure of a friend from
this world, fraught with pleasures, sadness and sorrow. His
remains were interred beside those of his dear wife and

daughter, in the Lower Providence Presbyterian burial
ground, on the Methacton Hills, bordering the Ridge pike,
several miles beyond Norristown.
However beautiful and fragrant the flower may be,
In this life there is but one destiny;

It bloomed forth and very pretty to behold—
And in fragrance sweetly did enfold.
In its prettiness it is seen, admired and enjoyed—
A short tenure in life; then all is destroyed.
This may be quaint and seem a vision here.
With life beautiful, however sweet on this sphere;
It is our fate; it's our allotted journey here;
We come, we do, we go, however sweet and dear.

Early American Currency*
By George W. Norris

There has been so much talk of late years about money
and monetary systems that perhaps you will excuse me if,
before taking up the particular subject upon which I am
scheduled to speak, I say a few words upon the general
subject of money.
If we were all Robinson Crusoes, each one of us living
on a desert island and wholly self-sufficient, we should have
no use at all for money. There are Eskimo tribes today to
whom a few spears and fish-hooks would be of more value
than all the gold coin you could give them. Primitive men

got along without it, by a direct system of barter, exchang
ing food for clothing, or lumber or hunting implements.
But as community living developed, the inconveniences of
this system of barter became increasingly obvious. One man
had wheat to spare, and needed a pair of shoes. The shoe
maker did not want any more wheat. That made it neces
sary for the man who had the wheat to find a man who

needed the wheat, and had something that the shoemaker
needed. When the three got together, a triangular trade
could be made, but all this involved trouble and delay, and
so there evolved the idea of devising a token which entitled
the holder to a given amount of goods or services from any
one who had either goods or services to sell. This was
money.

In ancient Egypt and among primitive people, these
tokens or measures of value consisted of shells, feathers,
glass, grains of barley, wampum, or coins. Coins were in
circulation in Greece a thousand years before Christ. Iron
and copper coins or tokens were used in the early days of
*Read before the Society, April 28, 1934.
315

316 bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

the world; but these gradually gave way to coins of gold
or silver, and these two metals, partly because of their
comparative rarity, partly because of their adaptability to
ornament, have since become the universal symbols.
Then came the next development. It was troublesome
to have to weigh pieces of gold or silver, and so a govern
ment or other official stamp was put upon them that defi

nitely stated their value. Finally, partly because metal coins
are heavy to carry and cumbersome to store and count,

partly because people wanted more "circulating medium,"
and largely because Governments saw their way to paying
debts or buying supplies by issuing "paper money," that
form of currency or nioney came into such general use that
gold coins are no longer in circulation in any advanced na
tion, and silver coins only for small amounts.

I fear, however, that I have already made this prelim
inary sketch unduly long, and that it is high time for me to
begin the discussion of the subject assigned me—"Early
American Currency."
The first recorded instance of the use of paper money /

in this country was in 1690. New York and the New Eng
land colonies had engaged in an expedition against Canada.
The expedition proved unsuccessful, the troops returned un
expectedly and clamored for their pay. To raise it by taxa
tion would have involved considerable delay, and the Mas

sachusetts colony accordingly resorted to the issuance of
paper money. Although this paper money carried interest
at 5%, and was acceptable in payment of taxes, it after
wards circulated at about one-third of its par value, and

what was left of it was ultimately redeemed at about oneeleventh of its value.

The example of Massachusetts was followed in order
by Rhode Island, New Hampshire, South Carolina, Penn
sylvania, Georgia, Connecticut, and New York; and colonial
paper money became quite common, but it all depreciated,
and finally was redeemed or went out of circulation.
It is interesting to note that the first emission of paper

money in Pennsylvania did not occur until 1723, when two
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issues were made, one to the extent of £15,000, and another
of £30,000. An additional issue of £10,000 was made in
1726. About 1729, according to Franklin's Autobiography,
there was "a cry among the people for more paper money,"
only about £15,000 remaining in circulation out of the
£55,000 that had been issued. He thought it would be
helpful to have more circulating medium. He notes that "the
rich men disliked" an anonymous pamphlet he wrote ad
vocating it; but the plan carried—as his plans generally
did—and the issue was increased to £55,000, and ultimately
to £80,000. He naively remarks that "I now think there are
limits beyond which the quantity may be hurtful." These
Pennsylvania notes were made legal tender in payment of
taxes and debts, and fluctuated little from their face value.
In 1763 New Jersey issued a note which read "This bill
by law shall pass current in New Jersey for one ounce fif
teen pennyweights of Plate." To this day historians are in
doubt as to the meaning of this word "Plate." Between 1767
and 1770 Maryland issued paper money more freely than
any other colony. Their money was redeemable in London
at the rate of four shillings and six pence sterling per dollar.
After 1770 they added the words "or Gold or Silver," ap
parently anticipating the possibility of a break between
England and the Colonies. Of all these currencies, that of
Pennsylvania has the best record, principally because it
was safeguarded in several ways. It was only paid out to
persons who borrowed on the security of real estate or
"plate"; the borrowers were obliged to pay 5% interest;
the currency was made full legal tender; and it was pro
vided that one-eighth of the principal of the bills should
be paid annually.
Although all these Colonial notes bore the warning "Tis
Death to Counterfeit," this did not deter the counterfeiters,

and the practice became so general, and the losses of the
public so great, that Colonel Philip Schuyler proposed in
the New York Assembly that all future bills issued should
bear on the reverse side "An All-seeing Eye in a cloud—

a cart and coffins—^three felons on a gallows—a weeping
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father and mother, with several small children—a burning

pit, human figures poured into it by fiends—and a label
with the words 'Let the name of the counterfeiter rot.' "

Apparently this rather ghastly suggestion was not adopted.
I am not quite sure whether, in asking me to describe
"Early American Currency," you intended that I should
confine myself to the pre-RevoIutionary era, or include the
so-called "Continental Currency" which was issued during
the War of the Revolution, but I shall give myself the bene

fit of the doubt, and give you some description of the latter.
The first issue of Continental currency was dated

May 10th, 1775, but the notes were not actually put in
circulation until the following August. According to an
estimate made by the Register of the Treasury in 1790, the
issues were in round numbers as follows:

In 1776

? 20,000,000

1777
1778
1779
1780
1781

26,000,000
67,000,000
150,000,000
83,000,000
13,000,000

Bills were issued not only under authority of the Con
tinental Congress, but by various of the colonies. In accord
ance with the classical tradition of that age, most of these

bills contained some Latin phrase or quotation, coupled
with a striking device. For example, some issued by New
York bore on the reverse side a representation of the tables
of the Decalogue and a crossed sword, with the inscription

"Lex Regit, Arma Tuentur"—"The Law governs. Arms de
fend." Another had a candlestick with thirteen lighted can

dles and the inscription "Uno Eodemque Igne"—"One and
the same fire." Still another represented a beaver gnawing
at a tree, with the motto "Perseverando"—"By persever
ing." On a seven-dollar bill was depicted rain pouring from

a heavy cloud, with the motto "Serenabit"—"It will clear."
Later a fifty-five dollar bill was issued with a cloud rolling
away and the sun shining on a pleasant landscape, with
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the motto "Post nubila Phoebus"—"After the clouds comes
the Sun."

Most of these notes read "This Bill entitles the Bearer to
receive
Spanish milled Dollars, or the value thereof in

Gold or Silver." According to contemporary statements
these notes passed at their face value until the issues ex

ceeded $9,000,000. Early in 1776 confidence in them began
to waver. Patriotic men came forward and offered to re

deem them at par, and the Congress resolved that "if any
person shall hereafter be so lost to all virtue and regard
for his country as to refuse to receive said bills * * * and

shall be duly convicted * * * such person shall be decreed,
published and treated as an enemy of his country, and pre
cluded from all trade or intercouse with the inhabitants of

these Colonies." Tender acts, limitations of prices, threaten
ing declarations, and penal laws followed, but none of these
expedients availed. The Continental Currency went the way
of all irredeemable paper currency. Whoever received it
parted with it as quickly as possbile. Not only did it depre
ciate in terms of exchange for specie, but vendors who
dared not refuse it raised their prices in proportion to its

depreciation. In 1781 it took $7400 in Continental money to
buy $100 in specie, $600 to buy a pair of boots, and $85
to buy a yard of calico. Bad enough as it was, it was made
worse by the issuance of a flood of clever counterfeits which"

were put out, as a military measure, by Sir Henry Clinton.
This was done openly and boldly, and advertisements were

inserted in the New York newspapers in 1777, offering these
counterfeit,bills with the assurance that "they were so
neatly and exactly executed that there is no risk in getting
them off, it being almost impossible to discover that they
are not genuine." The depreciation was constant. In Janu

ary, 1777, it took only $105 in Continental money to secure

$100 in specie, but by December of that year it took $310.
In January of 1778 it took $825, and in December $634. In
January, 1779, it took $742, and in December $2,593. In
January, 1780, it took $2,934, and in December $7,400. In
other words, $100 in paper money was worth only about
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$1.35. Hence arose the phrase we still use—"Not worth a
Continental."

The end came in 1781. In March of 1780 the Assembly

of Pennsylvania authorized an emission of paper bills which
had some security behind them, and in December of that

year fixed a rate of exchange of Continental money for
this "Province" money at 75 to 1. By May of 1781 both
monies had depreciated to such an extent that the published
rate was changed to 175 to 1, and as it was the practice of
the people to multiply the published rate by 3, this in effect
fixed the exchange between Continental dollars and silver
at 525 to 1. This meant that a Continental dollar was worth
about one-fifth of a cent in silver. This vast and sudden

depreciation utterly destroyed the currency. It ceased to
circulate. Thomas Jefferson feared that this would "shake
the Confederacy to its very centre," but the people took

their losses philosophically, feeling that they were well rid
of the trash, and that these losses were part of the cost of
securing their independence. The only recorded demonstra
tion was in Rhode Island, where some Continental bills were
enclosed in a splendid repository, and buried with the hon
ors of war. In August, 1790, Congress passed an Act making
Continental money redeemable in silver up to September 1,

1791, at the ratio of $100 for $1 in specie. This privilege
"was extended to March 7, 1793, but since that date its only
value has been to antiquarians and collectors.

I feel that I should not close this fragmentary review
of Colonial and Continental currency without referring to

one significant fact which we should all bear in mind. All
history demonstrates one incontrovertible truth—namely,
that no signature or imprint which any Government can put

upon a piece of paper, no promise that it can make,^ no

threat or penalty that it can invoke, will make that piece
of paper valuable, unless there is a general public confi
dence that it will ultimately be redeemed in some precious
metal whose value is universally recognized.

The "Assignats" issued in France during the French
Revolution, our Colonial and Continental notes, the paper
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money put out by the Confederacy during our Civil War,
and the paper marks issued in Germany after the World
War, all went the same way. They began to depreciate the
moment the public began to doubt the possibility of their
redemption, and the depreciation grew as the doubt grew.
Another lesson which this experience teaches is the fal

lacy of the theory that times can be made better and people
made more happy by large issues of paper or other token
money. We still hear the argument "Give us more money,
and people will be able to buy more, and we shall all be
more prosperous." Where the supply of money is inade

quate to the ordinary needs of trade, an increase in the
circulating medium is entirely proper. In this country, where
over 90% in amount of all transactions are handled by
check instead of by cash, and where the Federal Reserve
System is able to enlarge the circulation to any needed
amount, allegations of a lack of currency are without even
the semblance of truth. If we were to double the amount

of currency, and could keep it in circulation, we would
probably double the price of everything we had to buy. If
we have $20 instead of $10 in our pocket, and that $20
will only buy what $10 would have bought before, in what
respect are we any better off? The individual is in the same
position, but the Government that has put out the currency
with a promise of redemption that it cannot fulfill, is dis
credited, and its credit injured. A certain ultimate loss is
involved, which is much more likely to fall upon the labor
ing man and the small trader than upon those more experi
enced and better informed.

Finally, it is argued that, granting all I have said, a
redundant and depreciated currency does help the debtor
to pay his debts—^that if he has borrowed a thousand honest
100-cent dollars, and can pay this debt with a thousand dis
honest 50-cent dollars, he is relieved of half his debt. That
is true, but passing by the ethics of such a transaction, I
would remind you that almost all of us are both debtors
and creditors. We owe money to some, and others owe
money to us. The man whose debts are out of all proportion
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to his assets, who is practically insolvent, is the only man
who really profits by such immorality and debasement.
For any who would like to pursue the subject further,
I would recommend the reading of Norman Angeirs "The

Story of Money;" Carothers' "Fractional Money;" Phillips*
"Historical Sketches of Paper Currency of the American
Colonies;" a "History of the Issues of Paper Money in the
American Colonies,'* published in St. Louis in 1851; Shuckers' "Brief Account of the Finances and Paper Money of the

Revolutionary War," and, an article in Harpers Magazine
for March, 1863, which are the sources to which I am in
debted. All of these are in our Library at the Federal Re
serve Bank, where they may be consulted by students of
the subject.

Although I doubt whether currency issued subsequent
to 1814 should fairly be included in a paper devoted to
"Early American Currency," perhaps I am justified in say
ing a few words about the notes issued by the "Bank of
Montgomery County," which was founded In that year, and
became a national bank in 1865. This bank issued notes in

the denominations of ?1, ?5, $10, $20, $50, and $100. Mrs.
Harry has called my attention to the fact that it has been
noted with some interest that some of these notes bore on

their face portraits of local bankers. According to Mr.
Wismer, in his list of "Obsolete State Bank Notes," the $1
bill contained four portraits, but they were not early, nor
did they contain portraits of local bankers. These $1 bills
were not issued until at or after the Civil War, and carried

a picture of the bank building, with portraits of General
Hancock, General Clemmer, General Hartranft, and Gen
eral Schall. There was, however, a $5 bill which carried a
view of Norristown, with the Schuylkill River and the old
covered bridge in the foreground, with a portrait of Presi
dent Fillmore on the right, and a stout unidentified gentle
man on the left. The $10 bill had a view of the bank build
ing, with portraits of John Boyer and James Boyd on the
right, and W. H. Slingluff and Franklin Derr on the left.
The $20 bill had in the centre a view of the interior of an
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iron foundry, and at the right a view of the bank building.
It included also portraits of Boyer and Slingluff.
A $5 bill Issued by the Doylestown Bank, which was
chartered in 1834, carried portraits of Penn and Franklin.
The Bank of Chester Valley had a $5 bill which contained

portraits of two men whose faces are unfamiliar to me, and
who were doubtless local bankers. The Bank of Pennsyl

vania, in Philadelphia, which was incorporated in 1793, is
sued a $2t) bill which carried three unidentified portraits.
The City Bank of Philadelphia, chartered in 1828, issued a

$500 bill containing a small portrait of Washington, and a
larger portrait of a gentleman who was doubtless an officer
of the bank. The "Manual Labor Bank of Philadelphia,"

which failed in 1839, issued a $25 bill containing a portrait
of Dr. Thomas W. Dyott, who was imprisoned for fraud
but afterwards pardoned. The Exchange Bank of Pittsburgh
issued a $5 bill with a portrait of President Fillmore on the
right, and an unknown gentleman on the left. The Farmers
Bank of Pottsville issued a $1 note containing two local
portraits. The Bank of Chester County at West Chester,
chartered in 1814, issued a $5 bill with portraits of Dr.
William Darlington, as President, and David Townsend, as
Cashier. On the $5 bill of "The York Bank," of York, organ
ized in 1810, are portraits of two gentlemen whom I am
unable to identify. Of the numerous state bank bills illus
trated in Mr. Wismer's book, these are the only ones that
appear to carry portraits of bank officers. On almost all of
them there are portraits of either Columbus, William Penn,
Washington or . Franklin, and various political celebrities
contemporary with the date of issue.

The History of Hope Lodge*
By William L. Degn
The land on -which Hope Lodge is erected was part of
the grant made by William Penn, in 1683, to Major Jasper
Farmer, and inherited from him by his son, Edward Farmer
(who lies buried in St. Thomas' churchyard, Whitemarsh),
and deeded by the latter to Samuel Morris.
Samuel Morris voyaged to England with his mother, who
was a preacher in the Society of Friends, to make a report
to the London Yearly Meeting, and became engaged to a
young member of the Society. They selected a plan for their
home—one of Christopher Wren's. The young man gathered
the material for the interior woodwork, iron and decorations
for the new home, shipping them to Philadelphia, together
with the mechanics for the erection of the Manor house, and
in 1721 commenced the building, which took two years to
complete. But the young lady would not come to America
to complete her engagement, so Samuel Morris remained a
bachelor, and died at his home in Whitemarsh, Novem
ber 20, 1770. He had written a will, but had not signed it.
He was taken mortally ill between night and morning.
Wishing to sign his will, he instructed his people where to
find it, but they failed to locate it, so he stated to his physi
cian in attendance, and to several neighbors, what was in
his will—and that was his will.

After -his death, his eldest brother, Joshua Morris, ar
rived from Philadelphia and found the will in his desk. The
recorder for the Grown, Chew, probated the will upon iden
tification of the writing and the testimony of the witnesses
to the verbal will under which the brother, Joshua Morris,
♦Read before the Society, February 22, 1929.
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inherited the property. On October 8, 1776, Joshua Morris
deeded the property to William West, of Philadelphia, and
it was later the site of stirring times when General George

Washington and his army occupied the premises, erecting a
fort on the property known as Fort Hill, during the time of
the occupancy of Philadelphia by the British forces. The
Manor house was used for offices and hospital.

William West's descendant, William West Frazier, has
a letter written by General Washington to his ancestor,

assuring him that the soldiers had orders not to destroy his
timber; if they needed any, to take the neighbors', and some
fighting was done there.
It was from this position that the American troops went
to Valley Forge.

On April 7, 1784, the executors of William West deeded
the property to Henry Hope, of the banking house of Hope
& Company,- Amsterdam, Holland, and the trustees for the
benefit of James Horatio Watmough.

Henry Hope was guardian for James Horatio Wat
mough. There was some dispute as to his estate when he
attained his majority, which caused strained relations. To
overcome these conditions, Henry Hope bought the prop
erty for James Horatio Watmough, and to commemorate the
reconciliation it received its name of "Hope Lodge," by
which it has since been known.

On June 16, 1832, the heirs of James Horatio Wat
mough deeded the property to Jacob Wentz, in whose fam
ily it remained for ninety years.
The Manor house stands exactly as it was built in 1723,
with no additions or changes. It is claimed by architects to
be the finest example of early Georgian architecture in this
section of the United States, the interior woodwork, panel
ing, etc., throughout the building, being of the best.
The successive owners cared for the interior, and it re

quired but little repair, except such as time would make
necessary.

There are many stories of more or less credibility about
the old house. There is one of how General Washington,
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on a wager, rode his horse up the back steps, through the
hall and down the front steps. This could easily be possible,
as the hall is very wide, and doorways and ceiling very
high.

The old gun position on Fort Hill is still visible, and
cannon-balls have been dug up on the farm, some of them
having since been deposited in the Museum of your Society.

Records from Bibles in Possession of Histori
cal Society of Montgomery County
WILLIAM JOHNSON AND SARAH BARTLEBON BIBLE
Mabriages

Be it remembered that William Johnson and Sarah
Bartleson "was married on the Eleventh day of June in the

year of our lord one thousand eight hundred and eleven.
About Eight O'clock in the Evening of Sd. day.
Be it Remembered that Daniel L. Allen and Mary John

son was Married the thirteenth Day of November in the

year of our lord one thousand Eight hundred and thirty one.
About five O'clock of said Day.
BmTHS

Mary Johnson the daughter of William and Sarah John
son was bom the sixth day of May in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and twelve. About six O'clock
in the Morning of Sd. day.

Sarah'Johnson the daughter of William and Sarah John
son was bora the twenty third day of March in the year of
our lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen about four
O'clock in the Morning.
William Bartleson Johnson Son of William and Sarah
Johnson was bora the twenty Second day of December. In

the year of our Lord one Thousand eight hundred and Sev
enteen—About Six O'clock in the evening of Said day.
Deaths

Henry Johnson Departed this life May The twenty
Second In the year of Our Lord one thousand Eight hundred
and Eleven. Aged fifty one years.
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William Bartleson Johnson son of William and Sarah

Johnson, departed this life on thursday the second day of
December, about nine o'clock in the evening, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty—1830.
Dr. William Johnson Departed this life on Friday the
thirtieth Day of September about 3 O'Clock of that Day in
The year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and
thirty one. Aged Forty Six years and Six month 1831.
Mary Allen Daughter of William and Sarah Johnson
Departed this Life on tuesday the twentieth eight Day of
June about six oclock of said day in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight Hundred and thirty six. Aged Twenty
four years one Month and Twenty two Days. 1836.

Sarah Johnson Departed this life on Wednesday the
seventeenth day of January In the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty eight about 6 O'clock of
said Day Aged forty seven years ten months and four Days.
1838.

Sarah Johnson (the last surviving child of Dr. William
and Sarah Johnson) departed this life on Monday, the
Third day of May, about fifteen minutes past Three O'clock
in the morning in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and forty one—Aged Twenty six years one month
and Ten days. 1841.

MORDEGAI DEHAVEN BIBLE
Births

Mordecai Dehaven was Bom Fabuary 20th. Anno Dom
1786. Being the second day of the week.
Abigail Rambo was Borne July y 8th Anno Dom. 1790.
These Are the Children of Mordecai and Abigail Dehaven.
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•Mary Lizzie Piggins born July 30th. 1869.^
Ella Watrong Piggins born June 11th. 1871.

Ann M. Dehaven was born in September y 7 Anno Dom.
1809. being the six of the week.
William Dehaven was bom in January 15 Anno Dom
1811 being the forth of the week.
Mark Dehaven was born in December 10 Anno Dom

1813 being the six of the week.
Charles Dehaven was born in march 13 Anno Dom 1816

being the forth of the week.

Charles Dehaven was born in May the 9 Anno Dom 1817
being the s day of the week.
Mordecai Dehaven was Born in September 20 Anno Dom
1819 being secany Day of the week^
Nathan Dehaven was Born August the 30 1821.
Allen Dehaven was Bora September the 18 1823.
Esther Dehaven was Born July the 31 1825 Anno Dom
being 7 d. of week.

Abigail Dehaven was born 26 of August 1826 being 7 d
of week.

Elwood Dehaven was Bora July 28 Anno Dom 1828 be
ing second day of the week.

George W. Dehaven Was Born in September 25 Anno
Dom 1830 being 7 Day of the week.
Deaths

Father Nathan Rambo of Upper Merion Died August
the 10 1845 In the 86 year of his age.
Rote By M M Dehaven Sen.

Father was born febuary 20 1786. Died Apriel 5 1852
age 66 years one month and 16 Days.
^ Both entries under the name of Piggins are in pencil.
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Abigail Dehaven Died Dec 15 1874 84 yeara 5 months 7
Days My mother—^E. Dehaven.

Written in front page "Mordecai Dehaven his book 1825
And Abigail Dehaven his Wife."

WILLIAM AND ABIGAL MITCHEL COWDEN BIBLE
Marriages

William Cowden and Abigal Mitehel was maried on the

10th. day of March A.D. 1822 by John C. Baker at Germantown.

Jacob M. Cowden was maried to Angelina Fisher
March 30th. A.D. 1847 by Robert F. Young of Chestnut Hill.
Edward W. Jenkins was maried to Amanda M. Cowden,

Tues. February 23rd at 8.15 O'clock P.M. A.D. 1892 by
W. C. Richmond of 1st. B. Church, Norristown.
Hiram F. Hansell was married to Emily V. Cowden on

Tuesday, March 15th., A.D. 1898 at 3 o'clock P.M. by Rev.
A. A. DeLarme of the 1st. Baptist Church, Norristown, Pa.
Births

William Cowden Son of Thomas Cowden and Hannah
Cowden was Bornd the 22 of November In the year of Our
Lord one thousent Eight hundred.

Abigail Cowden Wife of William Cowden was born in
the year of our Lord 1798 and month of November 26.
Daughter of Jacob Mitehel and Sarah his wife.
Thomas Cowden was bornd December the 1 in the year
of our Lord 1822.

Jacob M. Cowden was bornd Febuary the 25 in the year
of our Lord 1825.
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Cowden and

Abigail his wife was bom February 28th. 1825.

Angelina Cowden daughter of Andrew Fisher and Mary
his wife was born November 9th. A.D. 1821.

Emily Virginia Cowden daughter of Jacob and Angelina
Cowden bora February 20, A.D. 1848.

Hester Mary Cowden daughter of Jacob M. and Ange
lina Cowden was born July 16 A.D. 1850.
Mary Ella Cowden daughter of Jacob and Angelina
Cowden was born June 18th 1852.

Amanda Melvina Cowden daughter of Jacob and Ange
lina Cowden was born July 18th A.D. 1855.
John Andrew Cowden was bom June 12th A.D. 1857.
Son of Jacob and Angelina Cowden.
Deaths

William Cowden departed this life November the 24
A.D. 1837. Aged 37 years 2 days.

Abigail Cowden Departed this life August 11th. A.D.
1861 aged 62 years, 8 months, 15 days.

Hester Mary Cowden Departed this life Augist 9th, 1851
Aged 1 year, 23 days.

Angelina Cowden Departed this life June 12th A.D.
1857. Aged 35 years 7 months, and 3 days.

Jacob M. Cowden Departed this life Saturday April 16th
at 1.30 A.M. A.D. 1887. Aged 62 years 1 month and 20 days.

John A. Cowden Departed this life Wednesday Novem
ber 29th 1899, burried Sunday December 2 A.D. 1899.

Emily V. Cowden Hansell Departed this life Sunday
January 30th., at 9 P.M. A.D. 1916. Aged 67 years 11
months and 10 days. Buried Friday at 2 P.M.
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SHELLENBERGER BIBLE
Marriages

Henry Shellenberger Married Sarah Summers May th6
Eightteen hundred and Twenty fore.
Births

Maryann Shellenberger Was Born th7 of April Bightteen hundred and Twenty Five.

Rachel Shellenberger Was Born th2 of September Eight
teen hundred and Twenty Nine.

Sussannah Shellenberger Born the 14 of August Eight
teen hundred and Tirty three.

Sarah Summers Was Born th 1 day of May In the year
of our Lord 1787. 4 O'Clock in the morning.

Henry Shellenberger was Born November 14th In the
year of our Lord 1795.
Deaths

Mother died on the Seventh of July 1858 in the 88 of
her age.

Mary A. Shellenberger died Thursday morning April
Sard 1902 at 4 o'clock in the morning.

Rachel Shellenberger died Friday afternoon, October
26th 1906 aged 77y Im 24days.
Births and Deaths

Susanna Shellenberger was born the 14th day of August
1833 and died the 23rd day of February 1838 aged 4 years
6 months and 9 days, she died of scarlet fever.

Henry Shellenberger was Bom the 14th day of Novem

ber, 1795, and died the 22nd day of September, 1868, aged
72 years, 10 month and 8 days.
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Sarah Shellenberger was Born the 1 day of May, 1797,
and died the 4th day of June, 1871, aged 74 years, 1 month,
and 3 days.
On Slips of Paper Attached
September the 16th, 1817 my son Henry Shellenberger,
Hatter Was Bom the 14th of November in the year of our
Lord, 1796.

My hand, Philip Shellenberger.
8th December, 1802, Jesse Shellenberger. -

Mary Ann Shellenberger was Bom 7th April, 1825.
Rachel Shellenberger was bom the 2nd of September,
1829.

Susanna Shellenberger was Born 14th of August, 1833.

Sarah Summers was bora 1st of May, 1797, 4 O'Clock
in morning.
Henry Shellenberger was bora November 14th, 1795.
Dr. W. H. Reed has placed a type written indenture of his father
to Henry Shellenberger, Hatter, in this Bible.

Report of Recording Secretary
Rebecca W. Brecht

NOVEMBER MEETING
The regular meeting of the Montgomery County Historical Society
•was held on November 19, 1938, with the president, Nelson P. Pegley,
Esq., in charge.
The minutes of the April meeting and those of the "OvLiing" were
approved.
The usual reports were read and accepted.
For the Marker Conunittee, Mr. S. Cameron Corson reported that
Mr. Herbert T. Ballard has deeded to the Society a plot of ground
4 ft. X 6 ft. at the entrance to his property on Germantown Pike near
Fairview (The former David Rittenhouse home), a boulder donated by
Raymond T. Belts, of Schwenksville, has been placed in concrete on this
plot and a plaque bearing the proper inscription is ready 'to be placed
thereon.

The president appointed the following committee to arrange for
dedication exercises and select the date:
Mr. S. Cameron Corson
Mr. H. H. Ganser
Mr. Chas. Barker
Mr. Herbert H. Smith

Miss Ella Slingluff
Miss Emily K. Preston
S. Cameron Corson, in recognition of his valuable service in this
connection, was elected a Life Member of the Society.
The resignation of Mrs. William M. Gearhart as Financial Secretary

was accepted "with regret. Mrs. Gearhart has been a member of the
Society for forty years and served as Financial Secretary for •twentyeight year's.

An interesting talk was given by John Souder, Telford, Pa., on "The
Cause and Meaning of the Settlement of Skippack and Vicinity."
Miss Sara Beerbrower, Norristown, Pa., presented her excellent col
lection of dolls from many countries, each in its native costume, which
she explained and identified.
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting was held February 22, 1939. The usual routine
business was transacted. On recommendation of the trustees it was de

cided, to dedicate the Rittenhouse Marker on June 3, 1939, which will be
the 170th Anniversary of his observation of the Transit of Venus.
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The following ofRcers were elected to serve for the year 1989:
President, Nelson P. Fegley, Esq.
First Vice-President, S. Cameron Corson
Second Vice-President, Mrs. John Faber Miller
Third Vice-President, Charles Harper Smith
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Rebecca W. Brecht
Corresponding Secretary, Miss Ella Slingluff
Financial Secretary, Miss Annie B. Molony
Treasurer, Lyman A. Kratz
Trustees

Franklin A. Stickler
Mrs. A. Conrad Jones
Miss Katharine Preston
H. H. Ganser

Floyd G. Frederick

The program of the afternoon followed. Review of Dr. Harry
Emerson Wild's book, "Valley Forge," by Miss Ella Slingluff. "History
of Schuylkill Canal" by J. V. Hare, Secretary and Treasurer of Reading
R. R. Co. "Foreign Isms that Threaten our Country" by Barry Pomeroy,
Blue Bell, Pa.

Report of Corresponding Secretary
Ella Slingluff
DEATHS

Miss Mary T. Mclnnes
Mr. M. L. March

September 19,1938
January 18,1939

RESIGNATION

Rev. and Mrs. R. L. Williams

November 10,1938

NEW MEMBERS

Miss 'Margaret Williamson
Mr. J. Hawes Humphries
Miss Elsie DuBus
Mrs. William Powick
Mrs. Philip M. Allen
Mr. Jacob Erdman Cope
Mr. Lewis N. Clark
Dr. J. Howard Cloud

October 1,1938
October 1,1938
October 1,1938
November 19,1938
November 19,1938
November 19,1938
November 19,1938
November 19,1938
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Mr. Scott P. Harlan
Miss Olive Walton

November 19,1938
November 19,1938

Mr. Oliver V. McCrory

November 19,1938

Mr. Milton Rubincam
Mr. Albert L. Borkow

February 22,1939
February 22,1939

Mrs. John E. Forsythe, Jr

February 22,1939

Mr. Silas Shoemaker

February 22,1939

Mrs. William B. Montague
Mr. William J. Phillips

February 22,1939
February 22,1939

Report of the Librarian
Emily K. Preston

Since the publication of the last issue of the Bulletin the following
books have been received:

History of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Trinity, Norristown,
Pa., 1848-1938, by Malcolm H. Ganser.

History of the United States from the Earliest Period to the Administra
tion of James Buchanan, by A. Spencer, D. D. 3 Vols.

History, Manners and Customs of the Indian Nations, by Rev. John
Heckewelder.

Washington's Prayers, by W. Herbert Burk.
Mr. Currier and Mr. Ives, by Russel Crouse.

Pen Pictures of Early Western Pennsylvania, by John W. Harpster.
Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy. Vol. II
Records of the Massachusetts Militia in the War of 1812.
The Federal Constitution Celebration in Pennsylvania, 1937-1938.
Minutes of the Committee of Defense 1814-1815.

Histoiy of New Sweden, by Israel Acrelius.

,

Additional Geiger Data, by Arthur Geiger Black. (Manuscript.)
Indian Treaties Printed by Benjamin Franklin, 1736-1762, with Intro
duction by Carl Van Doren and Historical and Bibliographical Notes
by Julian P. Boyd.

The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for
its object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical
research has been materially aided in the past by donations
of family, church and graveyard records; letters, diaries
and other manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers
have also been contributed. This public-spirited support has
been highly appreciated and is earnestly desired for the
future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested per
sons, whether residents of the county or not, and all such
persons are invited to have their names proposed at any

meeting. The annual dues are $2.00; life membership,
$50.00. Every member is entitled to a copy of each issue of
The Bulletin free.

Historical Hall, 18 East Penn Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 to 12 A.M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted
during these hours, but no book may be taken from the
building.

To Our Friends
Our Society needs funds for the furthering of its work, its expansion,
its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through
bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their estates.
The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to
meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the making
of wills:

I

HEREBY

GIVE AND BEQUEATH

TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OF

DOLLARS ($

)

