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General Lacey's Campaign in 1778*
By Charles Harper Smith

Lieutenant Colonel John Lacey, Jr., of the Fourth Bat
talion of Bucks County Militia was promoted to the rank of
Brigadier General on January 9, 1778, and was placed in
temporary command of the Pennsylvania Militia during a
leave of absence granted to Brigadier General James Potter,
who returned to duty on the 13th of the following May. The

operations of Lacey's Brigade during the intervening four
months have been grouped under the above title.
General Washington's orders to Lacey limited his move
ments to the district between the Delaware and Schuylkill
rivers, north and northwest of the city. He was promised a
force of 1,000 to 1,500 men, who were expected to keep British
detachments from raiding the lower end of Montgomery (then
Philadelphia) and Bucks counties, and to prevent Tory sym

pathizers in that locality from supplying the British army
with provisions.

In attempting to carry out these orders, Lacey had num
erous encounters with small enemy forces, culminating in the
Battle of the Billet on May 1st. All were indecisive skirmishes,
with little or no effect on the general strategy of the war. The

campaign is of major local interest, however, as the only
military operation ever conducted exclusively in and for the
defense of the two counties.

It was General Lacey's purpose to leave a first-hand ac
count of the campaign in his Memoirs, which, however, were

begun late in life, and remained unfinished at his death in
1814. The existing manuscript ends abruptly with a descrip
tion of events at the end of January, 1778. Fortunately, his
orderly book and an extensive collection of official corre♦Read in part before the Society February 22, 1939.
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spondence had been kept intact, and were later assembled
and copied by his son-in-law, Dr. William Darlington, of West
Chester. This material forms the basis of our present knowl
edge of the campaign.^
Additional source material has been contributed from time

to time by a number of local commentators, of whom the most
important was the late distinguished historian of Bucks
County, General W. W. H. Davis, of Doylestown. While still a
young subaltern, Davis became a great admirer of Lacey; in
the decade preceding the Civil War, he made a thorough can
vass of available sources of information about the General's

career. His Sketch of the Life and Character of John Lacey,
drawn largely from Dr. Darlington's files, was published in
Graham's Magazine about 1854, and was reprinted in its
present form in 1868. An independent study of the Battle of
the Billet, written for the Doylestown Democrat in 1860, was
repeated with minor variations in later publications over a
period of almost half a century
Davis' accounts of the Battle are of particular value be
cause of his effort to collect and record neighborhood and
family traditions about its details. In this process, he inter
viewed many old people in and about Hatboro who were
removed but one generation from the Revolution, and pre
served much detailed information which would otherwise
have been lost. While a number of these traditions have since

proved to be inaccurate, Davis' story of the Battle of the
Billet will remain its most circumstantial commentary.

1 The Memoirs are published in volumes 25 and 26 of the Pennsyl
vania Magazine of History and Biography, The manuscript of the
Memoirs and Dr. Darlington's copy of Lacey's correspondence are in the
Dreer Fund Collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Certain
portions of the correspondence are published in the Pennsylvania
Archives, First Ser., Vol. VI. The original volume of Brigade Orders was
recently found among uncatalogued manuscripts in the Huntington
Library, San Marino, California.
^ Reference will be made in the course of this paper to some of the
more important contributions made by Dayis and others.
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British versions of the campaign are supplied by the

Pennsylvania Evening Post, a Tory weekly published in Phila
delphia, the Military Journal of Major John Graves Simcoe,
Lacey's most active British opponent, and the Letters of Major
Baurmeister, a Hessian officer on General Howe's staff.®
These several sources have produced variant and often

conflicting accounts of the incidents of the campaign. Full
use of Lacey's Brigade Orders has nowhere been made; in

particular, little interest has been shown in the identity of
the various military units in his command. The present seems

an appropriate time, therefore, to re-examine the evidence
already at hand, and to add such additional items as have
recently become available.^ Before doing so, however, it may
be in order to review briefly the role of the State Militia in
the months immediately preceding the campaign.
In the course of Washington's operations about Philadel

phia during the latter half of 1777, the militia of all counties
east of the Susquehanna had been called upon for service
in defense of the State. The first general levy was made in

August, resulting in the mobilization of approximately 3,600
officers and men by September 6th,^ and this number was
increased substantially later on, after the Battle of the

Brandywine. Since the tour of duty of an individual militia
man was limited to not more than two months' service in the

field, a second general levy was made toward the end of Octo
ber, providing for mobilization at Camp Whitemarsh about
November 1st. The militia return, made at the camp on No

vember 24th, accounted for thirty-six battalions with a total
3 Files of the Evening Post are available in the library of the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. The American edition of Simeons

Military Journal was published in New York in 1848. Baurmeister's
Letters were translated and published in the Pennsylvania Magazine of
History and Biography in 1935 and 1936 (Volumes 59 and 60).
* The writer also welcomes this opportunity to revise certain state

ments about the campaign made in his paper, Horsham Men In the
Revolution, published in this Bulletin in 1938.
^Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., V. 28-31.
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enrollment of 7,685 officers and men, of whom 7,380 were
either in camp or on command.®
This levy included Glasses VI, VII and VIII of Philadel

phia County, VI, and VII of Chester, Lancaster, Bucks and
Berks, V and VI of Northampton, IV and V of York, and III
and IV of Cumberland and Northumberland. When Washing
ton began his movement into winter quarters at Valley Forge,
the greater part of this force was discharged and sent home.
The remaining battalions were then reinforced by a sufficient
number of recruits to assure a strength of around 3,500 men
until the turn of the year. These men belonged largely to
Class VIII of Chester, Lancaster, Bucks and Berks, with cer
tain commands from Philadelphia, York, Northampton and
Northumberland which had been slow in answering the
November call.

Of these 3,500 men, some thirteen battalions remained
with General Armstrong, while three or four others were
transferred to the west side of the Schuylkill under General
Potter as a protection to Washington's army during the con
solidation of his position. After the main army left Whitemarsh, Armstrong also broke camp and retired to a location
on the Sumneytown Pike between Springhouse and Gwynedd
Meeting. This movement was completed not later than De
cember 14th. A few days afterward, he retired still further

to Bartholomew's Tavern, at Montgomery Square. Before the
end of the month, he had again moved camp to a location
"Eastward from Bartholomew's," probably the site at Graeme
Park in Horsham township, which had been selected as a
suitable place for winter quarters. There he was joined on
December 31st by Potter and his brigade.
An extensive re-organization of the State Militia now
became necessary in order to carry out Washington's recom
mendation that 1,000 to 1,500 men be kept in the field during
the' remaining winter months. Armstrong reported that eight
of his battalions were due for discharge on January 1st, and
the others some ten days later. Potter advised that all "but
Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., V, 35-39.
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about 100" of his men would likewise be discharged during
the first week in January.

It also became necessary to appoint a commanding officer
for the new levy. Of the three general officers who had served

in the preceding campaign, the commander, Major General
James Armstrong, wished to return to his home in Carlisle,
claiming that he was too old to withstand the hardships of a
winter campaign. Of the two brigade commanders. Brigadier
General James Irvine had been wounded and captured in a
skirmish at the foot of Chestnut Hill on December 6th, and

Brigadier General James Potter had asked for an indefinite
leave of absence because of illness in his family. The selection
of' Lieutenant Colonel Lacey, a youth of twenty-two years,
caused no little resentment among senior militia officers, many
of whom were veterans of the French and Indian wars.

It was the policy of the Supreme Executive Council to
require all classes of each county east of the Susquehanna to
serve their first tour of duty before a second tour was an
nounced. Since the interior counties had called out only about

half their classes in 1777, they were expected to furnish levies
for the winter campaign. In accordance with this policy,
orders were issued on January 5th for the mobilization of
Classes VI and VII of York County, V and VI of Cumberland,
and V of Northumberland, followed two days later by a call
for Classes VII and VIII of Northampton and a request for

twenty light horse each from Philadelphia and Bucks.
If these orders had been carried out promptly and effec

tively, the proposed winter campaign might have served its
intended purpose. However, the Council's authority over the
militia had been somewhat uncertain from the beginning, and

was rapidly growing more tenuous as the outlook for eventual
American success grew darker. Its lack of control was par

ticularly marked in the interior counties, where threatened
Indian invasion could always be used as an excuse for keeping
the militia at home.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Northumberland
order was countermanded on January 19th, due to alleged

border disturbances, and the Cumberland call was partially
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rescinded at about the same time and for the same reason.

The Northampton order was strangely delayed or misinter
preted, and the York county men at first refused to march.
Lacey's campaign seemed doomed to failure before it began.
The young commander's first orders were issued at "Camp
Graham Park" on January 22nd. Armstrong had left a day or
two after.New Year's Day, and Potter the day before Lacey's
arrival. On the 24th, Lacey wrote a discouraged letter to
President Wharton of Council, stating that none of the classes
recently called out had arrived, and that the time of the 450
men then in the command would be up the first of February.
While this statement was true in a general way, certain

inaccuracies indicate that Lacey was not yet thoroughly
familiar with his command: his estimate of 450 men was

probably inexact;^ none of them would complete their tour
before February 18th; at least one company had arrived from
York County, and its captain was named in Brigade Orders
two days later.®

Although no official returns for the month of January are
available, it seems fairly certain that Lacey's original com
mand was made up of this York County company, possibly
other similar units serving independently, and all or part of
two of the battalions recruited during the preceding month.
One of the latter was Colonel Jacob Weaver's Berks County
Battalion, then under the command of its second officer.
Lieutenant Colonel George Lora; the other was Colonel Pat
terson Bell's Battalion from Chester County.
Weaver's Battalion was recruited from Classes VII and
VIII, and had entered service on December 13th with 862

officers and men.® Nine days dater, three of its captains and
TSix hundred is the number given in Lacey's Memoirs. Davis'
estimate in Our Quaker Gerieral (Bucks Co. Hist. See., Ill, 88) is 870.
8 This was Captain George Long's company of 38 officers and men,
which was in Lancaster under arms on January 7th (Penna. Archives,
Sixth Ser., II, 617), and on February 13th was in the same town on its

way back from camp, having served its tour. (Colonial Records, XI, Hi).
9 Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., V, 40-43 & 132.
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six lieutenants, with 183 men, were in Armstrong's com
mand.® The service record of the remainder of the battalion

has not been found; Lacey mentions four of its captains by

name, but it is uncertain whether the other four companies
were in his camp.

Bell's Battalion comprised Class VIII of Chester County;
it was mustered in on December 22nd, and was attached to

Potter's Brigade. General Potter estimated its strength at
"about 100 men," and this figure is corroborated roughly by

Lacey's reports following the discharge of the other elements
of his original command. At the same time, thirteen company
commanders are named in Brigade Orders during the first

two weeks of the campaign, and the meagre information
available indicates that seven or eight of them were probably
Chester County men.^®

When Lacey arrived, the headquarters camp at Graeme
Park was held by about seventy men, eighty others were
stationed at Somerton (then known as Smithfield), and the
remainder of the command was divided between Springhouse
on the Bethlehem Pike and Plymouth Meeting on the road to

Reading. The headquarters detachment was composed of all
or part of Shaffer's and Nunan's Chester County men and
probably also Long's company from York. At the Somerton
station was at least one Chester County company, commanded

by Captain Evans. The other two stations were manned by
the remaining companies of the two battalions, under the

general command of Lieutenant Colonel Lora, of Berks
County.

10 The following officers are named in Brigade Orders to and includ
ing Feb. 5th:

York County—Capt. George Long, his Lieut. John Fishel (or Fichell).
Chester County—Capt. Shaffer, his Lieut. Glan; Capt. Nunan; Capt
Evans; Adj. Samuel Puthy.

Berks County—Capt. Filbert; Capt. Philip Krick, his Lieut. Philip
Spohn, Jr.; Capt. Morgan; Capt. Daniel Reiff.
Unidentified—Capts. Crane (or Grain), Edgar, Gilbert, Griffith, Jones;
Lieuts. Campbell (in command of a company), Carrell, Robinson,
Rionon (spelling uncertain); Ensign Smith.
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The camp at Graeme Park was still unfinished, and the
men were at work building wooden huts, while the arms and
equipment of the battalions discharged during the previous
thirty days lay about in confusion, much of it exposed to the
weather.^^. Due to the uncertain outlook for reinforcements

and the imminent loss of the greater part of his command,

Lacey realized that he would be unable to defend his position,
and decided to call in his outposts and retire to a less exposed
location in Bucks County. At the same time, he had a part
of the extra equipment moved to a depot which he established
at Doylestown, and the remainder hauled to the general
armory at Allentown.

Gamp was broken on the morning of January 25th, the
men being cautioned not to burn the huts they were leaving.
Orders for the next two days were issued from "Prospect
Hill," identified as the present Bucks County Farm on the

Easton Road near Edison, then owned by the Rodman family.
A day or two later, a more protected location was chosen

nearby, in a woodland along the Neshaminy.^^ Headquarters
were apparently maintained there until February 24th.
Although the enlistment period of the Berks County Bat

talion did not expire until February 13th, the men were per
mitted to break camp on the 6th,^^ followed a few days later
by Captain Long's Company from York. Lacey was thus left
with only the Chester County Battalion and a troop of thirteen
light horse, one from Philadelphia County and twelve from
The camp-site had been occupied before, notably by General
Anthony Wayne's Brigade in August, 1777. According to a local tradidition, the camp headquarters were located on the lawn of the Keith
House, and the paneled room on the first floor of the mansion was used
as the guard-room.

12 Lacey to Joseph Hart, Feb. 11 (Memoirs of John Laeey, Dreer
Coll., 185-6 (239-40). Buck's
of Bucks County (37) and Battle's
History of Bucks County (310-12) place the camp at Hartsville "in the
beginning of February."

13See pay-roll of Capt. Daniel Reiff's company (Penna. Archives,
Fifth Ser., V, 271-276).
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Bucks, who had volunteered for duty and had been placed
under the command of Lieutenant Robert Van Horn, of
Southampton.^^

About February 10th, Lacey notified Washington that he

had only between sixty and one hundred men fit for duty and,
unless reinforcements arrived soon, would be left without a

man. Fortunately, Colonel Arthur Buchanan's Cumberland
Battalion arrived on the 15th, followed shortly afterward by

the main body of Colonel William Ross' York County men,
in command of Major Joseph Lilly. They came none too soon,
for the Chester County baggage was removed from camp on
the 14th and leth,^^ and Colonel Bell, who had taken no pre

vious part in the campaign, arrived about the same time to
supervise the discharge of his men on the 22nd.
On February 24th, camp was moved to Hartsville, then
known as Cross Roads. The official return customary on such

occasions happens to be the first complete roster of the Brig
ade which has been preserved.^® It credits Buchanan's Bat
talion with 465 officers and men, entitled to pay from Janu

ary 22nd, and Ross' Battalion with an enrollment of 102, with
pay from January 26th. Three weeks had been spent in
mobilization after the call was issued, and the march to

Lacey's camp had consumed an almost equal period. After
their arrival, several days more were required to equip the
men with muskets and flints.

In a letter accompanying the return sheet. Brigade Major
David Forst explained that two or three additional York
County companies were on their way to camp, thus con
firming other evidence that the battalion was mustered in
14 The lone Philadelphia County trooper was Joseph Butler, of

Willow Grove, who was captured on the night of Feb. 13th. Among
others who later volunteered from Montgomery county were James

Roney, 2nd lieutenant of the Horsham company of militia; Robert Bams,
of Upper Moreland; and Henry Faringer, of Gwynedd.
16 Penna. Archives, Third Ser., VI, 155.
16 Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., V, 44-45.
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over a period of several weeks.'^'^ Buchanan's command was

a consolidation of two Cumberland battalions, resulting from
the partial cancellation of their marching orders about Janu
ary 19th. The combined battalion contained six companies of
Class V, commanded by their colonel, Arthur Buchanan, and
seven companies of Class VI, represented by their second
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Brown.^®

During the last days of February, Colonel Jacob Stroud's

Battalion from Northampton County also came into camp,
increasing Lacey's command to well over 600 men.^® Its
marching orders of January 7th had mysteriously gone astray,
and the battalion had been mustered in as of February 24th.
Thus strengthened, Lacey broke camp on March 2nd, sent a

detachment of unarmed recruits to Doylestown for equipment,
and moved his headquarters to the outskirts of Hatboro, then
almost universally known as the Billet or the Crooked Billet,
from the name of its venerable tavern. There he established

the "Billet" camp which was to play so prominent a role in

his later operations. Thus more than a month had passed
ITThe comprehensive records of the York County Militia compiled
by Director Henry James Young of the Historical Society of York
County indicate that all eight companies of Colonel Ross' Battalion
were drafted into service. The following officers of the battalion are

named by Lacey: Col. Wm. Ross; Maj. Joseph Lilly; Capts. Benj.
Keable (or Cable), Joseph Reed, John Rippy; Lieut. Wm. Johnston.
Archives, Fifth Ser., Vol. VI. Lacey's Brigade Orders con
tain the names of Col. Arthur Buchanan; Lieut. Col. Alexander Brown;
Maj. David Mitchell; Capts. John Campbell, John Clendennin, John
Hamilton, Wm. Moorhead, Thos. Thompson; Lieut. Fleming. The Penn
sylvania Evening Post of Feb. 26th excoriated "the valiant Captain
(James) Young of Cumberland" for running a marketman through with
his sword.

IS The following officers of Stroud's Battalion are named in Brigade
Orders: Col. Jacob Stroud; Lieut. Col. Isaac Sidman; Maj. Frederick
Lembach; Adj. Jacob Winans; Capts. Wm. Cromer (or Kromer),
Croom, George Engle, Fisher, John Grum (or Krom), Henderson, Samuel
Hoover, Jacob Humphreys, Timothy Jayne, Jacob Waggoner; Lieuts.
Anthony, John Bush, Dator, Gaston, Good, Guyger, Robt. Hays, Rishel,
Stall.
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before he was equipped to begin the task that had been given
him.

Up to the end of January the British had not ventured
beyond Frankford, but several military units later used for
raiding purposes were being organized within their lines.
Among them were three which are known to have partici
pated in attacks on Lacey's Brigade: the Queen's Rangers, the
Royal Pennsylvania Militia (also known variously as Pro
vincials, Philadelphia Light Dragoons and Pennsylvania
Dragoons), and the Bucks County Volunteers; all recruited
almost exclusively among American Tories who had slipped
into Philadelphia during the British occupation.
Both the Royal Militia and the Volunteers were mounted.
The latter were led by Captain Evan Thomas, of Hilltown

township, and his lieutenant, Owen Roberts. One company of
Royal Militia was raised by Captain Richard Hovenden, an
other Bucks County man, and the other by Captain Jacob

James, of Chester County. The Queen's Rangers, commanded
by Major John Graves Simcoe, was an older regiment which
had been decimated at the Brandywine and recruited to its

normal strength of about 825 officers and men after the army
reached Philadelphia. All these outfits were credited with a
degree of daring and ferocity far exceeding the British regu
lars or even the Hessians.

As soon as Lacey's patrols were withdrawn from the roads,
these British units began raiding the lower end of Philadel

phia and Bucks counties. Their primary purpose was to break
up organized opposition to the farmers who were bringing
their wares into the city, but they also hoped to demoralize

American sympathizers by carrying off local civilian officials,
militia officers, and collectors of military fines.
On the night of February 4th they succeeded in capturing

ColonelWilliam Coates, the Lieutenant of Philadelphia County,
and Captain Samuel Swift, Jr., of the Third Battalion of

Philadelphia County Militia, as they were making the rounds
of the latteFs command near Somerton. On the 13th, a party

came out the York road to Willow Grove, seized Joseph Butler,

proprietor of the Red Lion Tavern and a member of Lacey's
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troop of light horse, then rode across the country to Whitemarsh, where they took Major George Wright, of the Fourth
Battalion of Philadelphia County Militia.
On the following night, February 14th, Hovenden and
Thomas made a joint foray, the former taking the Bristol
Road into Bensalem township, and the latter the Bustleton
Pike toward Somerton. The two parties brought in twentyfive prisoners, including four militia oflicers, eight privates,
three light horsemen, three artillerymen, three collectors, and
four prominent citizens.^®

Four nights later, Hovenden and Thomas again joined
forces, leading a party of twenty-four dragoons and fourteen
foot out the Bustleton Pike to Newtown, where Major Francis
Murray of the 13th Pennsylvania Regiment and Quarter
master Charles Charlton, with about thirty-five men, were
guarding a quantity of woolen cloth being made into uniforms

for their command. The Tories first captured Jenks' fulling
mill, where the bulk of the cloth was being processed, then
proceeded to Major Murray's residence in the village, and to
the Bird-in-Hand Tavern nearby, where his guard were
quartered and a group of tailors were converting cloth into

uniforms. Little effective resistance was offered, and the
Major, four members of his staff, twenty-seven rank and
file, two militia officers, and about 2,000 yards of cloth were
carried off.^^

The final raid of the month was made in a different quarter
on the night of the 23rd, and resulted in the capture of 130
head of fat cattle destined for Washington's army. They were
butcher stock from the northern colonies being driven over
land by way of New Hope and Doylestown to the Continental

slaughter-house in Lower Providence township. Lacey was
requested to furnish an armed escort for the drove after it
For names and other particulars see The Pennsylvania Evening
Post of Feb. 17, 1778 or Scharf & Westcott's History of Philadelphia,
I, 373. A garbled account of the same action occurs in Martindale's
History of Byberry and Moreland, 74.

21 Details in The Pennsylvania Evening Post of Feb. 21, 1778. These
daring raiders were covered by flanking parties on several lateral roads.
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passed the Delaware, but replied that he was unable to do so
and recommended that the cattle be driven along by-roads

further up country. These facts were reported to the British
by a Tory informer, who had represented himself to the
drovers as an officer of Washington's commissariat, and had
induced them to halt overnight at a designated farm in the
vicinity of Skippack.

During the evening of the 23rd, a combined party of Cap
tain Thomas Nash's company of the 16th British Dragoons
and Hovenden's Royal Militia left the city, disguised as

farmers. Riding out the Bethlehem Pike and thence up the
road to Skippack, they halted until early morning near Peter
Wentz's, and at daybreak proceeded to the farm, seized the
cattle and their keepers without serious opposition, and drove
them into the city.^^

These unchecked outrages produced a veritable reign of
terror in the eastern end of the two counties. American sym

pathizers were systematically maltreated and plundered.^^
Tory farmers did a thriving business with the city, receiving
good British coin for their produce instead of the depreciated
Continental currency in circulation outside. Much of the
traffic was carried on by their sons, who had run away from

home to escape military service and were passed in and out
of the British lines, laden with goods.

Urgent requests for protection were made to the Council,
which was powerless to take any action beyond urging the
levies from up-State to hasten to Lacey's camp. A good share
of the blame was shifted to Lacey's shoulders; even President
Wharton complained to Washington that "Gen. Lacey, I am

informed, is active, but I think cannot have as much experi
ence as his command requires."
22 Simcoe's Militai-y Journal, 55-6. Lacey reported the seizure "near

Bartholomew's," while another contemporary account (Hist. Soc. of
Mont. Co., I, 332) gives the location as "about four miles above Bar
tholomew's," presumably near Hatfield.

23 The Wagon Master of Bucks County wrote on Feb. 26th "nor
hardly any malitia man Dare to stay at his own house" (Penna. Archives,
First Ser., VI, 299).
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Lacey's superiors were particularly Incensed by his failure
to provide a guard for the captured cattle, and Washington
sent him a stern demand for an explanation. His excuse was
that the time of the Chester County Battalion was up the
evening of the 22nd, the day on which application for an
escort was made, and the men would start for home the next

morning. The Cumberland and York battalions had only one
hundred muskets between them, and only half that number
of flints. Therefore he could not furnish the usual guard
of fifty or more men without stripping his own camp of armed
guards and patrols.^^

After March 1st, with 600 men in his command, Lacey
regained his freedom of action and was able to take the

offensive. He re-established his outposts and road patrols, and
moved his base camp about at will to the Billet, Whitemarsh,
Newtown, Doylestown, Buckingham, and Graeme Park. In
retaliation for the excesses committed by British raiders and
their American accomplices during the preceding month, his
scouting parties systematically fired the barns and wheatstacks of known Tories in the district bordering on the Dela
ware River.2°

This destruction of valuable property was not in line with
Washington's current policy. His army was now so short of
supplies of all kinds that foraging parties were being sent out
in every direction to bring in food and fodder. On March 5th,
one of his aides wrote Lacey that several large parties of Con
tinentals were then on the east side of the Schuylkill collecting
supplies, and advised him to join forces with them.®®

24 However, the Chester battalion left its weapons in camp, and
Lacey later wrote Potter that additional arms arrived on the 22nd.
Apparently he made a costly blunder which he was loath to admit. For
the next several weeks, from 60 to 100 of his men were almost con
stantly employed convoying cattle.

25 Martindale (op. cit., 69-70) describes a punitive expedition into
Byberry and Bensalem on March 6th.

2® Tench Tilghman to Lacey (Memoirs of John Lacey, Dreer Coll.,
206-7 (270-1).
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It was for this purpose that Lacey moved to the old camp
ground at Whitemarsh on March 10th. Lieutenant Colonel
George Nagel, of the 10th Pennsylvania, had been foraging
in that neighborhood and had asked assistance in removing a
quantity of vinegar discovered in Germantown. However, he
had returned to headquarters before Lacey arrived, and a day
or two later the Brigade returned to the Billet and thence to
Newtown, where Lacey had been asked to keep a watch over
certain grist-mills along the Neshaminy which were grinding
flour for the army, and to assist a party of Continentals under
Captain Henderson to round up suitable mounts for the
cavalry.
By the middle of the month, Washington's need had be
come so pressing that Lacey was ordered to make a "grand
forage" between Newtown and Philadelphia, requisitioning
horses suitable for military use and other animals in butcher
ing condition. This stock was to be driven to Chalfont, where
it would be received by Lieutenant Colonel William Butler, of
the 4th Pennsylvania, and forwarded to Valley Forge.
Since this levy was made on the property of Whigs and
Tories alike, with only receipts of doubtful value given in re
turn, a great outcry was raised. In the end, however, very little
stock was taken, due to a misunderstanding between Lacey
and Butler about the quality of the animals wanted. General
Anthony Wayne, through whom the requisition order had been
transmitted, advised Lacey not to "be very nice" about their
being fat; consequently his men had driven off all able-bodied
horses and all other animals fit for human consumption.
Butler, on the other hand, refused to accept animals not in
prime condition, and ordered Lacey to return the rejects to
their owners. It became necessary to provide a rendezvous for
rejected animals at Zenas Fell's, near Buckingham, where
owners recovered the greater part of the confiscated
property.-^
27 The operation was further complicated by the theft of some of
the best horses by soldiers of the Cumberland battalion, who secreted

them on an isolated farm until their tour was finished, and then rode
them home.
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But these energetic measures did not succeed in breaking
up the illegal traffic between country and city. The marketmen now traveled by night, skulking along by-roads and across
fields until they reached the vicinity of the British lines, where
they were given an armed escort.-® Various punitive measures
were taken to discourage the traffic: at one period, militiamen
making arrests were permitted to keep the wagons and pro
duce captured; at another, they were ordered to destroy teams
and wagons and leave them lying in the road. Culprits were
court-martialed at Lacey's camp; persistent blockade-runners
were sent to the Council at Lancaster for imprisonment, while
men convicted of acts of war were turned over to Washington.

As an example to others, a notorious Tory informer named
Worrell was publicly executed at Bartholomew's Tavern at a
ceremony attended by a detachment of Continental troops and
a detail of 150 men from Lacey's camp.

Lacey finally recommended the evacuation of all residents
within a radius of fifteen miles from the city, and a conference

to consider the proposal was held with General Macintosh, of
Washington's staff, at the Springhouse Tavern on March 23rd.
Although the suggestion was turned down by the Commanderin-Chief as too drastic, other measures already taken had
produced a salutory effect on the British; not one raid during
the month of March had been reported, and Lacey was able to
boast on the 21st that he "has so baffled the enemy that their
Light Horse has not dared show their Heads any distance out
of their lines."

On March 18th, the Brigade was stationed at Doylestown
in readiness for the discharge of Buchanan's Battalion on the
21st, and of the York County men five days later. Stroud's
Battalion was moved to Buckingham on the 21st, and later
to Graeme Park, where it was lying on the first of April. Al
though his strength had been cut to about 250 effectives.
Council had ordered out Classes VII and VIII of Cumberland
28 Enormous prices were received for country produce. It was testi
fied at one court-martial that a pair of turkeys had brought £ 18,
nearly $90.
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and Class I of Philadelphia County as of March 25th, and
Class I of Bucks on April Ist,^® and Lacey expected to be able
to continue his aggressive tactics.

During March, Brigade headquarters had been moved
frequently, while outposts had been maintained at Bustleton,
Jenkintown, and Chestnut Hill. It was decided to abandon the
Chestnut Hill outpost, substituting a patrol station at Flour-

town, and to strengthen the left end of the line by a small
garrison at Somerton.®® A permanent base camp was estab
lished at the Billet under the command of Lieutenant Colonel

Sidman, later relieved by Major Lembach. Lacey and his staff
returned to Doylestown to try a number Of marketmen and
counterfeiters whose cases must be disposed of before

April 10th, when the right to use martial law expired.
Reinforcements failed to arrive, however, and the British

promptly took advantage of Lacey's weakness. On the night
of April 7th, Hovenden with forty Royal Militia and Thomas
with fifty Volunteers left the city by way of the Bustleton
Pike, and near that village encountered Captain Jacob Hum
phrey of the 6th Pennsylvania and his command of about
twenty-five Continentals, who were foraging in the vicinity.
The Americans repulsed the raiders but later withdrew to
Somerton, where they took quarters in two houses in the
village, believing that they had not been pursued. However,
the British called in Simcoe's Rangers as reinforcements and

together they attacked Humphrey about 2 o'clock the next
morning. Although surprised and outnumbered, the Americans
gave such a good account of themselves that they escaped with
the loss of one killed, two wounded, and one officer taken

prisoner.®^ Eight hours later, the same or another party of
29 Colonial Records, XI, 447 & 452.

29Baurmeister described Lacey's forward stations as strong detach
ments in front of the British lines between Bristol and the Crooked
Billet Tavern, "at Springhouse, this side of Whitemarsh, with a tempor

ary post of 250 men at Germantown," and at Barren Hill. He had little
first-hand knowledge of either places or events outside the British
barricades.

31There are such conflicting accounts of the skirmish at Somerton
that it cannot be determined whether Lacey's garrison had yet been
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British fell in with one of Lacey's scouting parties at Dr.
DeBenneville's, on the York Road near the present city line,
killing five men and wounding two others.
On or shortly after April 15th, according to Baurmeister,
the Flourtown patrol was attacked by fifty dragoons, who
encountered "Jersey militia from Monmouth county," of
whom they killed sixteen, wounded about twenty, and cap
tured eighteen. This foray is not mentioned elsewhere, and
was probably confused with an action on the opposite side of
the Delaware.

At daybreak on the morning of the 17th, which was Good

Friday, a surprise attack was made on the village of Bristol.
Although the evidence is somewhat conflicting, the attackers
were probably Hovenden's or Thomas' Tory bands, possibly
aided by British regulars, and the victims a detachment of

Continentals. Apparently the entire detachment was captured,
the prisioners including two colonels, one major, nine
subalterns, and thirty-two rank and file, along with a number
of civilians. The identity of the Americans has not been estab
lished, an exception being Colonel Joseph Penrose, former
commanding officer of the 10th Pennsylvania, but then
resigned.

The presence of Continental troops in Bristol may possibly
be explained by Baurmeister's statement that they were
guarding Bucks County Militia, who were without uniforms
or arms. These militia, he says, were "a much stronger force"

than the British column, headed by the Pennsylvania
Dragoons—^that is, the Royal Militia—with a reinforcement
of 250 light infantry. The presence of militia is confirmed by
Davis, who makes no mention of the Continentals.®^
established. He did not mention it in his report, which estimated the

British force at 300. But the Pennsylvania Evening Post (of April 10th)
reported that there were 250 Americans, and claimed a much larger
number of enemy casualties, as does Martindale's circumstantial account
of the fight (op, cit., 68-9), Simcoe's Military Journal (55) declares that
the Americans fled before the Rangers got there.

Early History of Bristol (Bucks Co. Hist. Soc., I, 557).
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Just one week later, on April 24th, 150 British light in

fantry attacked an outpost at Barren Hill, manned by a single
company of Americans, numbering sixty men and their cap
tain. He and five of his men escaped across the Schuylkill,

three privates of the guard were killed, while the subaltern
and fifty-two men were made prisoners. This encounter is not
mentioned by Lacey, but is authenticated by both Baurmeister
and the Pennsylvania Evening Post. The Americans involved
were probably of the Continental army.

An interesting item in the account published in the Post is
the assertion that this company of Americans "was hovering

about to compel the militia into the field." Taken in connection
with Baurmeister's version of the attack on Bristol, this state

ment may furnish evidence not found elsewhere that Con
tinental troops were being used to force the mobilization of
Class I of Philadelphia and Bucks counties as ordered by
Council several weeks previously.^^

Whatever these efforts may have been, they were unavail
ing and another crisis in the affairs of Lacey's Brigade was
approaching. Stroud's Battalion would complete its tour of
duty during the week of April 19th; the Cumberland levy was
still far from camp, Philadelphia County had not been heard
from, and the Lieutenant of Bucks County wrote that he had
so far found only two men willing to march.^"*
For some reason, Lacey wished to discharge the North

ampton troops at "Camp North Wales," near the Gvrynedd
Meeting House. Accordingly, his outposts were called in and
the Brigade was moved from the Billet on April 19th. Two
companies were started on their way home that afternoon,
33If militiamen were in Bristol on Apr. 17th, they were probably

attending the spring parade or field-day of one of the Bucks County
battalions. Similar parade days may have been held by certain of the
Philadelphia County battalions, and their musters combined to form a
partial return dated April 28, 1778 (Penna. Archives, Sixth Ser., I, 883).
However, this return may have been prepared from estimates furnished
by battalion staffs without actual muster.

34 Joseph Kirkbride to Lacey (Memoirs of John Lacey, Dreer Coll.,
250-1 (826-7).
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but the main body remained until after the 24th. In the mean
time, a scouting party was despatched to Chestnut Hill on an
unexplained mission on the afternoon of the 20th, followed the
next day by the entire Brigade. Camp was made near Edge
Hill that night and at Chestnut Hill on the 22nd, returning to
Gwynedd immediately afterward. There the staff officers and
several companies of the Northampton battalion were dis
charged as of April 24th, and left for home the next
morning.®®

At about the same time. Captain William Pugh and his
company of twenty men arrived from Bucks County, and the
van-guard of Colonel Abraham Smith's Cumberland Battalion

also came into camp. On Saturday the 25th, the Brigade,
then numbering some sixty men, left the Gwynedd camp and
returned to the Billet. The rank and file marched by way of
•Edge Hill in an unsuccessful attempt to intercept a British
detachment venturing out the York road, while the baggage
train traveled directly across country.
At the time, one small contingent of the Northampton
Battalion was still with the Brigade, awaiting the expiration
of their tour on the evening of the 26th. They were ordered
to move with the remainder of the Brigade, but both the
troops and their wagon-drivers chose to stay overnight at
Gwjmedd. They had hardly started on their way the next
morning when they were attacked by Captain Oliver DeLancey
of the 17th British Dragoons, with fifty of his men. Having
placed their weapons in the baggage-wagons for their own
comfort during the march, the Americans were unable to offer

effective resistance and suffered severe casualties, variously
estimated by American and British sources. The place of at
tack is undetermined, but was probably near Springhouse.®®
35 Payrolls of the staff and of Capt. Jayne's company in Pmna.
Archives, Fifth Ser., VIII, 550 & 553.

33See Baurmeister, also Lacey to Washington (Memoirs of John
Lacey, Dreer Coll., 253 (330) and the Pennsylvania Evening Post of
Apr. 29th. Buck's History of Bticks County, (40) states that the
Americans were overtaken on the County Line Road on their •way home
ward from the Billet camp, and this version is followed in Martindale
(op. cit., 75).
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The official count of the Brigade, made on April 27th,

showed fifty-three men present and fit for duty. Lacey was
forced to lie in the Billet camp awaiting reinforcements,

attempting in the meantime to strenghten his position by
shallow entrenchments faced with a rampart of fascines
covered with earth. Scattered units of the two Cumberland
battalions straggled into camp from day to day, the main body
of Colonel Frederick Watts' command arriving on the after
noon of April 30th.
The British had been kept advised of this troop concen

tration through their spy system. In spite of inadequate sup

port from his own State government, Lacey had become a
serious annoyance to Howe's army and it was decided to fore
stall any further menace by attacking him with a force suffi
cient to capture or annihilate his entire brigade. The con
fusion attending the reorganization of his command seemed
to offer the best opportunity for delivering a decisive blow.
According to the British plan, two separate columns were
to be sent out for this purpose, one to make a surprise attack
on Lacey's camp at daybreak, having first circled his position
in the darkness to cut off his escape into Bucks County, and
the other to form an ambuscade along his probable line of

retreat, thus trapping him between two fires. The surprise
attack was entrusted to Major Simcoe and his Queen's
Rangers, while the ambuscade was to be held by Lieutenant
Colonel Robert Abercromby's 37th Regiment of Foot, rein

forced by Major Richard Crewe and a detachment of the 17th
Dragoons.

Many details of the ensuing engagement are far from
clear. Contemporary records are scanty, inconclusive, and
often contradictory, and must be supplemented by tradition.
That local traditions were not unanimous is shown by the

experience of Davis and Buck,®^ both of whom examined the
37 William J. Buck, the well-known historian of the eastern part of

Montgomery county, was a resident of Upper Moreland township. See
his History of Moreland (Coll. of Hist. Soc. of Penna., I, 205 ff.) and
his chapter Borough of Hathoro in Bean's Histoi-y of Montgomery
County (721-29).
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evidence shortly after 1850. Even the site of Lacey's camp was
in doubt; Davis placed it north of the village along the York
Hoad and Buck east of town near the Byberry Road.
It seems fairly certain that the camp was laid out in a
woodlot some little distance east of the York Road, and some
what north of the present East Monument Avenue. The site
has long since been cleared of trees and is now laid out in

town lots, but it was then a part of the farm of Samuel Erwin,
a prominent citizen and the local Justice of the Peace. The

camp had been established in the late winter, and contained
a number of wooden huts in the Valley Forge style, con
structed of timbers felled on the spot. It was so laid out

that the front faced east over cultivated fields, with rough,
broken ground at the rear along York Road.
To the northeast, at a distance of about half a mile, lay the

County Line Road, bordered on the Montgomery County side
by a dense thicket on what is now the Goentner property. An
open field lay between the camp and this thicket. According
to tradition, Lacey and his aide. Major William Means, were
quartered in the farmhouse of John Gilbert, behind the camp
and on the opposite side of the York Road. The Gilbert home

stead, a stone building torn down some fifty years ago, stood
a short distance from the road on the rim of the shallow valley
of a branch of the Pennypack Creek.
Lacey had been in personal command of the Brigade since

its return from Gwynedd. In his orders of April 30th, he
appointed Colonel Watts oflScer of the following day, stationed
the usual sentries about the camp, specifically warning them
not to leave their posts, detailed scouting parties to patrol
the roads in the direction of the city, and notified the entire
Brigade to be ready to march on on hour's notice.^®

Upon the arrival of the two Cumberland battalions, the
Brigade was made up of the following commands:

38 These explicit instructions, unique in Brigade Orders, seem to
indicate that Lacey expected trouble. Or the orderly book may have been
posted after the battle.
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Captain Pugh's Bucks County company
Colonel Watts' Battalion
Colonel Smith's Battalion
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21
147
165

Total

Of this total, 33 were either sick, on furlough, or had been
discharged, leaving an even 300 present and fit for duty.'®
Watts' Battalion represented Class VII of the Cumberland

County Militia, and Smith's Class VIII. Bach mustered one
company from each of the eight county battalions, a total of
sixteen companies for the two, with an enrollment of about
600 officers and men.^® It is evident, however, that not all of
the enrolled companies marched to Lacey's camp.
The following companies of the two battalions are known
to have joined the Brigade:
Watts' Battalion

1st county battalion—Captain Isaac Miller
2nd county battalion—Captain Walter Denny
7th county battalion—Captain John Buchanan
8tb county battalion—Captain William Findley
Smith's Battalion

1st county battalion—Captain Charles McClay
2nd county battalion—Captain Charles Leiper
4th county battalion—Captain Robert McTeer
6th county battalion—Captain John McConnel
7th county battalion—Captain Thomas Clark
8th county battalion—Captain John Rea

Only one member of Captain Pugh's Bucks County com

pany is known: Abraham Sutphin, of Warminster, one of the
sentries at the Pennypack Bridge.
39 Official return as of May 4th (Penna. Archives, First Set., VI,

472). This return would not have included any light-horsemen or other
unattached officers or men who may have been in camp.
^9Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., Vol. VI.
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Lacey's official figures were accepted by Council as proof
that Philadelphia County had not obeyed the mobilization
order they apparently refute the ancient tradition, first put
into writing by Daniel Longstreth (1800-1846)
that Isaac
Longstreth, of Hatboro, led his company of the Fourth Bat
talion of Philadelphia County Militia in the battle, and that

his commanding officer, Colonel William Dean, may also have
been present. While Longstreth was undoubtedly captain of
the first company of Associators raised in Moreland in 1775,^®
he was demoted to the rank and file after the reorganization
in 1777.-*^ In another version of the same tradition, Bartholo
mew Longstreth displaced his brother Isaac.^®

The two British columns left Philadelphia about 11 o'clock
on the night of April 30th. Simcoe led the Rangers' 10 in
fantry companies, reinforced by 30 light horse of the Royal
Militia in charge of Captain Kerr, his total force being about
325 officers and men. Abercromby's command consisted of 14

companies of light and heavy infantry, numbering 400 men,^®
and 120 cavalry under the command of Major Crewe. The

combined strength of the two detachments was probably
about 850 officers and men.

Their line of march toward Hatboro is not definitely
known. Both Davis and Buck, presumably depending on
tradition, assert that they came out the Second Street Pike,
then known as the Middle Road, as far as Huntingdon Valley
or Bethayres, and separated there. The contemporary accounts
of Baurmeister and the Pennsylvania Evening Post state that

they took the York Road to Willow Grove. Simcoe's descrip•uPewTW. Archives, First Ser., VI, 500 & 694; also Secretary Mat-

lack to Lacey, May 16th (Memoirs of John Lacey, Dreer Coll., 271 (359).
42 The Longstreth Mamiscripts, quoted in Davis' History of Bucks

County, 2nd ed. 1905, 1, 199-200 and Taylor's Longstreth Family Records,
52 & 60-1.

43 Penna. Archives, Eighth Ser., VIII, 7351 & 7570.
^^Ibid., Sixth Ser., I, 750.
45 Ibid., Third Ser., XXIII, 464.

45 Stedman's History of the American War, London, 1794, I, 372.
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tion of his own march adds to the confusion by implying a
much more circuitous route than either of the two mentioned.^'^

Whatever its previous course may have been, Abercromby*s
column was seen by a young hunter in the early dawn travel
ing northwestward along the Welsh Road between the Second
Street Pike and York Road.^^ n then passed a cross-roads,
believed to be the intersection of Welsh and York roads,

before one of Lacey's scouting parties arrived,-^® and was
later encountered by another scouting party on the Easton
Road above Willow Grove.^" Its route then continued up the
Easton Road to Township Line Road, and thence to the Hatboro Pike. A short distance down the pike toward Hatboro,
the road ran through a densely wooded section between an

embankment and the mill-pond which supplied the Daniel
Thomas Mill. This was the spot chosen for the ambuscade.
In the meantime, Simcoe was slowly working his way

toward his appointed position on Lacey's left flank. He had
felt obliged to avoid public highways at several points where
Lacey's outposts might be stationed, and the latter part of his
route probably lay across fields and along by-roads between
the Second Street Pike and the Davisville Road, finally enter

ing the latter at or below the Byberry Road intersection.
Although each column was being guided by local Tories,®^
the joint maneuver was a difficult one to time successfully in
the darkness and in strange territory; both fell behind sched

ule, but neither knew that the other was late. As daybreak
4T His guides estimated their round-trip journey at 58 miles, much

longer than any direct route between his Kensington barracks and Hat
boro. On the outward march, he had narowly escaped an encounter with
Thomas' Volunteers, on their way to Joseph Galloway's estate at Trevose.
Thomas' shortest route would have been via the Bustleton Pike.
48 Bean's History of Montgomery County, 689.

49 Lacey to Armstrong, May 7 (Memoirs of John Laeey, Dreer Ck)ll.,
264 (349).

30 Court-martial of Lieut. Neilson (Ibid., 389 (622).

31 A half dozen young men were charged with treason as a result of
their assistance to the British. One of Abercromby's guides was Abraham

Iredell, of Horsham, later attainted and exchanged to the British.
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came on, Abercromby became afraid that the Americans

might pass the point of ambush before he arrived, so he sent
Crewe and his dragoons ahead, reinforcing them by mounting
a detachment of light infantry on horses which had been led
with the column for just such an emergency.
Instead of halting at the ambuscade, Crewe patrolled
down to the York Road intersection, and was there fired on
by Lacey's sentry stationed on the bridge over the Pennypack.
Believing that the alarm had thus been given, the troop then
rode up through the village to the rear of Lacey's camp, where
the light infantry apparently dismounted and deployed behind
fences and trees, while the dragoons stationed themselves at
the junction of the York and County Line roads.
Simcoe was then moving along the Davisville Road in the
direction of the county line, and had reached the intersection
of Pioneer Road when he heard the sound of musket fire.

Realizing that Abercromby had outdistanced him, he sent Kerr
and his 30 light horse directly across the fields with orders to

seize and hold Lacey's headquarters, and marched his infantry
as rapidly as possible toward his post on the American left
flank.

It was now broad daylight and the people of the neighbor
hood were moving about, but Lacey and his men were not
aroused until Crewe's dragoons were within a few hundred
feet of their camp. None of the scouting parties had reported
and the firing at the bridge had apparently not been noticed.

Lacey himself did not leave his bed until the enemy was
almost upon him. Dressing hurriedly, he was able to make
his way to camp, where the returning sentries informed him
that his position was already surrounded on three sides.
Simcoe's infantry was still some distance away, however, and
the road to Bucks County remained open.
Without hesitation he decided to attempt an escape from
the trap, a design unexpectedly furthered by a curious hesi
tation on the part of Crewe and Kerr, each of whom waited
for the other to begin the attack.®^ This indecision enabled
52 Lacey to Armstrong, May 7 (Memoirs of John Lacey, Dreer Coll.,
264 (349).
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Lacey to form his ranks on the parade ground behind the
camp and march his column across the field and almost to the
thicket before the action began. His rear guard and baggage-

train were then set up by Abercromby's dismounted infantry
on one side and Kerr's light horse on the other; thirteen

baggage-wagons were cut off and few of the guard escaped
death or capture.

In the shelter of the thicket the Americans closed their

ranks, broke through Crewe's dragoons, who had galloped up
from the intersection to intercept them, crossed the County
Line Road in close formation, and plodded doggedly ahead
across fields and along by-roads for a distance of a mile and

a half until they reached a woodland near the Bristol Road,
where they dispersed and shook off their pursuers. Their line
of retreat followed the valley of a branch of Pennypack

Creek, crossing the Jacksonville Road, then the Street Road a
short distance above Johnsville, and finally the Newtown

Road until they turned left into the woods.

Lacey believed that he had been attacked by the entire
British force, infantry as well as cavalry, but Simcoe states

explicitly that his foot were unable to come up in time,®^ and
Baurmeister admits that Crewe attacked before Abercromby's

grenadiers came on the scene.®^ It seems evident, therefore,
that the only British troops involved in the battle were Simcoe's 30 light horse, Crewe's 120 heavy dragoons, and the
mounted section of Abercromby's light infantry, amounting
all told to perhaps 200 to 250 men.
Stedman summed up the reasons for the British failure to

capture Lacey in the following words: "The success of the
53He tells in detail how he rode ahead of his column to the thicket

and attempted to frighten the Americans into surrender by pretending
that his men were immediately behind him.
54His statement is corroborated by John Morrow, a member of the

scouting party which encountered Abercromby on the Easton Road, who
testified at the court-martial that they first met a body of horse and
later a column of infantry. As soon as the infantry were sighted, he was
sent to alarm the camp, but when he arrived the Brigade was already
drawn up on the parade ground.
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expedition would have been more signal, had not our troops
been too much fatigued by the very great length of the march,
which favoured the enemy in their flight, and had our cavalry
pushed on when they first discovered the American sentinels.®®
This criticism takes account of Crewe's inexplicable failure
to attack promptly after he had surprised the camp, but
ignores his disregard of orders to remain at the ambuscade,
though his premature arrival undoubtedly caused Simcoe's
plans to miscarry, and afforded Lacey an opportunity for
direct retreat which he would not otherwise have had.

But the inherent cause of British failure lay deeper. Their
entire strategy was built on the assumption that Lacey would
seek the protection of Washington's army at Valley Forge,
and would therefore retreat along the Hatboro Pike, this
being the most direct route to Norristown and the Forge.
Lacey, however, had never relied on Washington for pro
tection, but had always fled to the fastnesses of the Neshaminy
in emergencies. West Monument Avenue was then the main

highway to the east side of Horsham township, whence
numerous by-roads led into Bucks County. If Simcoe had
attacked Lacey's left flank according to schedule, the retreat
would normally have taken this route, and thus have avoided
Abercromby entirely.
Lacey's casualty list, as reported in his official return,
totaled 92 men, almost one-third of his command. Of this
number, 26 were killed, 8 were wounded, and 58 were

missing.®® He later expressed the opinion that the greater
part of the missing "had run home," but the British claim of
prisoners taken tallies so nearly with his missing list that
there were probably few deserters.
A large proportion of the casualties were suffered among
the baggage-wagons in the beginning of the action, and com
paratively few in the long running fight across Bucks County.
This was probably because the Americans retreated in close
55 History of the American War, I, 376.
56 The British, however, claimed that they left between 80 and 100
on the held.
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formation, and the British dragoons failed to charge the main
column, preferring to harry its flanks, picking off stragglers.
After the tide of battle had passed, the British infantry

swept over the field and butchered many of the American
wounded. Nine bodies, some of them perhaps living, were

burned on a straw-pile along the line of retreat. Baurmeister
attributes this act of barbarism to Abercromby's men, but
local traditions indicate that the British regulars observed
the rules of civilized warfare, while the renegade Tories acted
like savages.®'^

Of the American casualties, only a small number have
been identified.®® They are:

Capt. John Downey, Assistant Commissary of the Brigade (killed)
Quartermaster Albert Adams of Watts' Battalion (killed)
Capt. Walter Denny of Watts' Battalion (reported killed)
Ens. Thomas Watson of Capt. Clark's Co., Smith's Batt. (killed)

Sgt. John Neal of Capt. Buchanan's Co., Watts' Batt. (killed)
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

Jonathan Ross of Capt. Buchanan's Co., Watts' Batt. (killed)
John Poorman of Capt. Sanderson's Co., Watts' Batt. (killed)
Aaron Penniwell of Capt. Denny's Co., Watts' Batt. (wounded)
James Calhoun of Capt. McCoy's Co., Watts' Batt. (wounded)

Pvt. Moses Kirkpatrick of Capt. Buchanan's Co., Watts' Batt. (wounded)
Pvt. Saml. Montgomery of Capt. Miller's Co., Watts' Batt. (wounded)
Pvt. John Taylor of Watts' Batt., (wounded)

Pvt. Wm. Denny of Capt. helper's Co., Smith's Batt. (captured)
Pvts. James and Wm. Lauther of Capt. McCIay's Co., Smith's Batt.
(captured)

The death of Captain Denny in the battle is vouched for
in a memorial written by a member of the Denny family about
I860.®® In an article written for the Carlisle Daily Volunteer,
67 Numerous affidavits describing this atrocity and the robbery and
maltreatment of neighboring farmers were attested before Andrew Long,

Esq., on May 15th. A few of them have been preserved in the Manuscript
Department of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
68Buck relates (History of Sticks County, 41) that a "Lieutenant

Pinkard" was badly wounded and was carried to the home of a neighbor

ing farmer, where he died the next day. If this story is authentic, the
wounded man was probably William Pinkard (or Pinyard), of Frankford, a former member of Lacey's troop of light horse.
69 Memoirs of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, VII, 207.

292

bulletin of historical society of Montgomery county

of June 29,1908, the further claim was made that Denny had
been confused with Captain John Downey, whose name was
placed on the Battle Monument at Hatboro, although he was
not in the battle. It has been established, however, that
Downey was a former captain of a company of Philadelphia
City Militia who escaped from the city during the British
occupation and joined Lacey's Brigade as Assistant Com
missary, and the fact that he was killed at the Billet while
defending the baggage-train is well authenticated.®® In con

nection with the Denny claim, it is interesting to note that
Walter Denny is listed as the captain of the same company in
the Second Cumberland Battalion on May 14, 1778, and again
on May 11, 1779.®^
The British claimed that their losses were limited to seven

men wounded and a few horses killed. If these figures are to
be accepted as even approximately correct, they reveal a
curious failure on the part of Lacey's men to use their weapons
in an action lasting an hour or more, a failure the more
remarkable because almost the entire Brigade was made up
of frontiersmen from the valley of. the Susquehanna, who
certainly were familiar with firearms.

It must be concluded that Lacey's militia were either
completely demoralized, or a large proportion of the men had
not been provided with muskets. Their later conduct seems

to rule out a charge of cowardice, while the assumption
that they were unarmed is partially confirmed by Davis'
repetition of a tradition that a body of troops without arms
joined Lacey on the evening before the attack.®^ The proof
that the men remained under control came later on in the

day of the battle. After the British dragoons gave up the
chase, the Brigade reformed its lines near Hartsville and

marched down the York Road to its old camp. The British,
however, had long since rounded up their prisoners, gathered
GO Downey's obituary, dated "Plumstead, Bucks County, May 4,1778"
is quoted in full in Davis' Life and Character of John Lacey, 93-4.
01Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., VI, 166 & 170.
02 History of the Battle of the Crooked Billet, 6.
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all the booty they could lay their hands on, burned the camp,
and started back to the city.®^
Neither did any breakdown of discipline appear during
the final 12 days of Lacey's command. During this time, camp
was moved almost daily to the Neshaminy Bridge, Doylestown, Oxford Road, Newtown, Hartsville, and finally back to
the Billet, where General Potter superseded Lacey on the 13th.
The longest stay was made at Doylestown, where two sub
alterns in command of the scouting parties sent out on the
night of April 30th were tried by court-martial in order to
substantiate Lacey's contention that their failure to obey
orders was the sole cause of his surprise and consequent
defeat.

It was brought out in the testimony that the scout was
detailed from Smith's Battalion, and was in command of
Ensign Thomas Watson of Captain Thomas Clark's company,
with Ensign John Laughlin of Captain Charles McCIay's
company as second oificer. First Lieutenant William Neilson
of Clark's company was later ordered to join them.
The general order had set the hour at 2:30, but when
transmitted to the men it read 3:30. One squad arrived on
the drill-ground still later, so the party did not leave camp
until nearly dawn. Traveling down the York Road, they
divided into three sections: one party, led by one of the
ensigns, apparently turned left into Byberry Road and con
tinued in that general direction for a mile or two; a second
party, with the other ensign, continued down the York Road
to a cross-road two miles from camp—probably the inter
section of Welsh and York roads—but missed Abercromby's
column, which had already passed. Neither of these parties
sighted the enemy; both returned to camp when they heard
shots, and Ensign Watson was killed on the way.
The third party, under Lieutenant Neilson, turned right
into the Hatboro Pike and reversed the route later followed
The remarkable adventures of Peter Saurman on the morning of
the battle, as related by Martindale (o^p. cit., 844-5), indicates that the
British continued to loot on the return trip. Saurman was a soldier of
the Pennsylvania Line, at home on furlough from Valley Forge.
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by Crewe's dragoons. Some distance above Willow Grove,
they encountered Crewe's horse, and turned into a wood to
avoid them. Neilson was afraid to give the prearranged signal
of a volley of musket fire, but instead sent back a runner who
either deserted or was killed. Later, Abercromby's infantry
appeared and another runner was despatched, who arrived

just in time to fall in with his company, then forming ranks
on the parade ground. The court acquitted Laughlin, but con
victed Neilson of cowardice and neglect of duty, and ordered
him to be dishonorably discharged.
Potter was ordered to Fort Augusta after a few days at

camp, and Colonel Watts was appointed commanding officer
of the State Militia. This transfer of authority seems to have

been made without prejudice to Lacey, who remained with
Watts in an advisory capacity until after the first of June,
and, on July 16th, was placed in command of State troops
operating in the valley of the Susquehanna.®**
Council's reaction to the Battle of the Billet was expressed

by Secretary Timothy Matlack in the following words: "Your
conduct is highly approved, and your men have justly acquired
great reputation for their bravery." Washington, however,
was more realistic, his comment being: "You may depend that
this will ever be the consequence of permitting yourself to be
surprised." As a further precaution. General William Maxwell
was assigned to Lacey's Brigade as a military adviser.
Other commentators, both of his own and later genera
tions, have not been generous in their estimate of Lacey's
ability. While admitting his personal bravery and conspicuous

loyalty, they have stressed his youth and inexperience, the
lack of discipline in his ranks, and his chronic failure to take
proper precautions against surprise attacks. They point out
that he got the worst of almost every encounter, and remained
in hiding much of the time during the four months of his
campaign, while his foreign and domestic enemies roamed
64Like many other militia oiBcers, Lacey was politically minded. He
was elected an Assemblyman from Bucks county in November, 1778,
and the next year was appointed a member of the Supreme Executive
Council, where he served for three years.
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at will over the territory he had undertaken to protect.
Much of this criticism seems unwarranted in view of the

inability of State authorities to provide Lacey at any time
with the minimum of troops considered necessary for the suc
cessful conduct of his campaign. This minimum was set at

1,000by the Gommander-in-Chief, and was surely low enough,
considering the eactent of the territory to be protected and the
uncertain loyalty of at least half of its inhabitants.
To isolate the country from the city effectively, it would
have been necessary for Lacey to maintain a permanent sta
tion with its own commissary on each of the half-dozen main
roads through his territory, with a central headquarters to

provide reinforcements for any post threatened by superior
force. Instead, his base camp usually contained barely enough

men to protect itself and to fill the constant demands of the
Continental army for special duties. His outposts facing the
enemy were therefore temporary, when they could be main
tained at all, and so undermanned as to offer but little re
sistance to determined raiders.

Consideration must also be given to the quality of the

troops sent to Lacey's camp. The Militia Law of 1777 was not
a popular measure and there was no central authority with
sufficient power to enforce it, as Lacey's experience abun
dantly showed. Substantial citizens, even those favorably
inclined toward the American cause, commonly exercised

their option of paying the hire of a substitute in lieu of
personal service. Substitutes were usually adventurous young
men enrolled in classes not called for duty at the time, and

the meagre records now existing indicate that a large pro

portion were young immigrants without family ties, who
found the enormous bounties offered for military service more

attractive than their wages as farm-hands or apprentices.®^
Such recruits were hardly more than mercenaries, with
little at stake in the outcome of the war, and interested chiefly
85Little definite information about the identity of substitutes is

available, but of 70 men hired in Lancaster county during the campaign
of 1777, 48 were bom in Ireland, 18 were Americans, 3 were Germans,
and 1 was a Scot (Penna. Archives, Fifth Ser., VII, 658-682).

296

bulletin of historical society of Montgomery county

in drawing their pay with as little exertion and danger as
possible. Under strict discipline they might have become
dependable soldiers, but they had little or no military training
when mustered in, and their brief term of service was insuffi
cient for adequate instruction. To make matters worse, their
officers were chosen by the men themselves on the basis of
personal popularity, and could usually be depended upon to
overlook or condone transgressions. Lacey's orderly book con
tains abundant evidence of his difficulties with his own men;
courts-martial for mutiny, insolence, roistering, theft, cow
ardice and desertion were almost as frequent as trials of
marketmen and other enemy captives.
Men on command frequently could not be supplied ade
quately by Lacey's commissary, and helped themselves to
whatever they could find in the neighborhood. Their bad
reputation was taken advantage of by organized bands of
outlaws, who donned militia uniforms and robbed friend and
foe indiscriminately. Some of the troopers were not above
accepting money from blockade-runners, and Baurmeister ob
served that the greatest inconvenience caused by Lacey's
videttes was their habit of exacting tribute from the marketmen, who added the sum to the price of their wares when they
reached the city.®®

Such practices added to the unpopularity of General Lacey,
who had already incurred the enmity of many of his old
neighbors by the wholesale requisition of grain and live-stock
at Washington's orders. The necessity of taking such action in
his home community and the uncertainty of his military
strength from week to week were unfavorable factors which

few commanders are called upon to contend with, and would
have tempted a less patriotic man to quit his command in
despair. That he was able to hold the British within their lines

whenever his numbers approached half the force promised
him was a tribute from his enemies which leads to the con

viction that no other officer available for his post would have
made a better record.

Lieutenant Van Horn, commandant of Lacey's light horse, was
cashiered on March 25th for taking a bribe.

Books on Montgomery County History*
By Kirke Bryan

A few years ago we were all inclined to be a bit radical.
We looked forward; we welcomed the future; we encouraged
change. Today our world has changed, is changing again, to
we know not what. So I can see a new pleasure in antiquarian-

ism. The past, in Montgomery County, is not an era fit only
for scholars' study or for a few persons with hardened
arteries who are anxiously searching for ancestors to worship.

The past is important for the simple reason that many of
us would very much like to be there.
And there is one good way that we can be there, and that

is through books. Books and the printed or written page are

perhaps a poor substitute for the reality of the past, but they,
except for the most recent past, within our own memories, are
our chief link with it. That is one reason why I am a book
collector.

The collecting of books may be divided into many fields, of
which I shall mention a few: that of first editions, for in

stance, or of "fine press books" (which generally means books
finely printed), or books with colored illustrations, known as
color plate books, or, best of all, books in the field of Ameri
cana, meaning books about American history.
One of the most interesting fields of Americana is that
known as local history, which is the 'excuse for being' of a

county historical society. The books in which the members of
an historical society should be interested, must be interested,
are the books which tell the story of their county. It is these
books which make the subject of this paper today.

I have frequently been disappointed at the lack of knowl
edge of the members of our society concerning the important
*Eead before the Society February 22, 1941.
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books of the county. I dare say that half the persons sitting
in this room could not name or identify the appearance of the
most important Montgomery County history. It is my purpose
to review the various general county histories in some detail,
and then to name and discuss a few of the histories concerning
geographical divisions within the county.
You see before you an exhibit of books on the history of
Montgomery County. Each is from my own collection. Each is
in fine condition, in the original binding, which is so dear to the
heart of the book collector. I will shortly introduce to you
each of my friends.

Although the first book printed in Norristown bears the
date of 1799, the first history of the county was not issued
until 1859. Of course before that time Montgomery County
was not of much importance. In 1859 the population of the
county was only one-fourth what it is today. Nevertheless,
the history book of 1859 preceded by twenty years the great
wave of interest in the writing of local history which began
to sweep the entire country in 1880. I suppose that such
interest was aroused by the centennial celebration of 1876.
America was coming of age. America became self-conscious.
And with the ushering in of the elegant eighties, so-called, it
became the style to be interested in local history, just as today
it is the style not to be—although I believe I now detect a
swing back again.

The most important book on Montgomery County was
printed in the 1880's—Theodore W. Bean's History of Mont
gomery County, published at the time of the celebration of the

one hundredth anniversary of Montgomery County's existence.
Colonel Bean was the first president of the Historical Society
of Montgomery County. He had published other works of an
historical character, such as the Seventh Regiment of Penn
sylvania Cavalry ilS66), Washington at Valley Forge (1876),
and numerous papers and contributions to periodicals.
The writing of Colonel Bean's History of Montgomery
County, which bears the date of 1884 on its title page, was

a subject of m^agnitude. It was not undertaken by Mr. Bean
alone. He was assisted by numerous other persons interested
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in local history, notably William J. Buck, who had written the

first history of Montgomery County, published in 1859, which
book will be the next to be discussed. The preface to Mr.
Bean's history gives due acknowledgment to those who as

sisted in its publication; persons interested may read it for
the names of Mr. Bean's co-workers. Of particular interest is

the last paragraph of the preface, which reads: "And finally,
to my daughter, I owe the deepest obligations for a careful
and intelligent co-operation and cheerful assistance in the
revision of both manuscript and proof, and for many sug
gestions and notations of important historical facts." That
daughter was, of course, Mary Bean, the present Mrs. A.
Conrad Jones, who is now and has been for many years a
trustee of our society. A son of Colonel Bean is, of course,
Theodore Lane Bean, of the Montgomery bar.
Mrs. Jones has in her possession a scrapbook of her
father's which contains numerous clippings and other items of
information concerning the publication of the book. From this

scrapbook I have gleaned most of the information which I
am about to give you.

The book was sold mainly by subscription. These sub

scriptions were taken, more than a year prior to the publica
tion, by subscription agents, one of whom was one Charles
C. Algeo, whom the Providence Independent for April 10,
1884, described as "an intelligent and very gentlemanly speci
men of mankind." Another was named M. A. Benedict, of
Philadelphia.

The original prospectus for the book provided that it was
to contain at least 800 pages. In completed form it in fact
contained almost 1300. At the time subscriptions were taken
the book cost ten dollars, but after publication its price was
raised to twelve. The advance sheets, with prospectus, were

circulated in December, 1883. The book was not published

until about April 1, 1885. It is Mrs. Jones' recollection that
her father worked about two years on it.
I have mentioned the magnitude of the work. There are

almost 1300 pages; each page contains over a thousand words.
The work, then, prints between a million and a million and a

300

bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

half words, each of. which was written out by hand for the
printer. Mrs. Jones states that she well remembers this last

feature of the book. She, of course, was not the sole copyist,
but materially assisted her father. The other contributors
wrote out their own chapters; Mrs. Jones remembers Mr.
Buck's small pinched handwriting, with its consequent terrors
to the printer.
The book was completed in the late Fall of 1884. Mrs.

Jones remembers the night before it was sent to the printers,
when her family was living at 809 Swede Street, Norristown.
She recalls her father's using the top of their large flat-topped
piano to lay out and then assemble the various parts, and with
what pride he did so. And I add, well he might be proud.
Mrs. Jones has the original contract made by Mr. Bean
with the publishers of the book. From this contract it would

seem that it was contemplated that about 1500 copies were to
be printed. This was of course prior to the sales campaign,
and it is possible that more (probably not fewer) copies
were later printed. The publishers were Everts and Peck, 52
North Sixth Street, Philadelphia. This was their twentieth
county history, all published within the space of a few years.

It is, I believe, their best one. 1885 contemporary clippings
from the Hatboro Spirit, the Providence Independent, and the
Pottstown Chronicle each state that it was the largest local
history in the Commonwealth.

Mrs. Jones remembers the discussion that took place
concerning the illustration that was to form the frontispiece.
What man's face should grace it? The picture of David Rittenhouse was finally chosen. We have lived to see that choice
justified.

Of all the many men who have worked on Montgomery
County history the name of one man stands supreme. Others
like Bean, Mathews, Dotterer, and Roberts (and many more)
have given much of their time to local history. To only one
man, however, was local history his very reason for being.
That man was William J. Buck. I am not going to try to
analyze or even enumerate all the various works of Mr. Buck.

Among his important works were his help to Mr. Bean in the
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history of 1884, his history of the county in Scott's historical
atlas, his history of Moreland which appeared in an early
volume published by the Pennsylvania Historical Society, and
his history of Bucks County. For purposes of this paper I am
interested solely in his History of Montgomery County within
the Schuylkill Valley, printed in Norristown in 1859 by E. L.
Acker of the Norristown Record. Although as its name indi
cates it does not include the whole county, the book is gen

erally spoken of as being the first history of the county.
In 1859, mind you, there were precious few sources for a
history. Even old newspapers were of little aid. There was not
even a daily newspaper in Montgomery County. Records were
incomplete, if not non-existent. So what did Mr. Buck do for
his information? He took a walk. I quote the introduction to
the book: "In the last two weeks of August, 1858, the writer

set out on a pedestrian tour of the entire Schuylkill Valley,
as embraced within the limits of Montgomery County, and

visited personally every township, borough, village and other
objects of interest herein described. The distance travelled
for this purpose was about two hundred eighty miles, and to
be more accurate all notes were taken on the spot." And so was

written this first fine history to which we are so much indebted
today. The book is a thin octavo of only 124 pages. However,
the print is fine, like Mr. Buck's handwriting, so that there
are some 700 words on a page. As a result I estimate that
there are some eighty to ninety thousand words in the book,
spun in a small cramped hand by a man passionately interested
in the history of his county.

There have been printed numerous histories of Mont

gomery County known as biographical histories. These his
tories, unlike such books as Bean's or Buck's histories, contain
little else but details of the lives of leading citizens. "Black

mail books" they were sometimes called, not that they or their
editors were at all guilty of blackmail, but that prominent
citizens felt it a question of honor to be represented, at good
round sums.

The first biographical history of Montgomery County was
that issued by Moses Auge in 1879. To the credit of the pub-
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lisher of this book it may be stated it was not exclusively
devoted to the aforementioned eager "prominent citizens,"
Although it printed the lives of living citizens, it also pub
lished the lives of deceased persons of importance. It con
tains sketches of the lives of such then deceased Montgomery
countians as David Rittenhouse, Charles Thomson, William
Moore Smith (written by William J. Buck), the Muhlenbergs,
and many others. Concerning the publication of the book I can
do no better than quote the following interesting lines from
the preface: "The first question presented to his [the
author's] mind was, Ought the names of our distinguished
dead to lie forever among forgotten things? He had no trouble
in answering this query in the negative. But how should the
rescue of their fame be accomplished? The life of any one
would not pay or sell; nor would all Montgomery county's
dead statesmen, if grouped by themselves, defray the ex
penses of publication, as it is the living rather than the
departed that mainly occupy the people's thoughts. Besides,
a book concerning the citizens of a single county, however
eminent the subjects might be, could not expect to command a
full sale in distant counties. Hence the author was driven to

the alternative of writing a home book to sell at the enormous
price of six or eight dollars a copy, thus placing it out of reach
of the masses, and virtually preventing its circulation, or of
securing an endowment from the living, who might thereby
assume the character of 'patrons' of an enterprise to honor
and do justice to our distinguished dead. The latter plan was
adopted as most feasible. Accordingly, whenever a respectable
citizen was found, willing to contribute ten dollars to the
work (the book included), he was entitled to a sketch of his
family and business on its pages. But very many of our
wealthiest people—^we state it with regret—^were seemingly
too conservative, unpatriotic, or morbidly modest, to contrib
ute to the publication fund, though some have subscribed for
the book."

Mr. Auge's book was first published in Norristown in
1879. It is the only book mentioned in this paper which had
later editions, of which it had three. Someone has said that
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while first editions are scarce, third editions are scarcer. The
book you see before you is the third edition. It has 771 pages,

and in addition there is an appendix. The first edition had
568 pages. All editions bear the date 1879 on the title page.
However, the preface to the third edition is dated 1887 and
there is an insert.at the back of my copy which indicates that
some copies of the third edition were not bound until 1889, ten
years after the first publication of the work.
Other biographical histories of Montgomery County are
Ruoff (1895), Roberts (1904), and to some extent Hunsicker,
which last work was published in 1923. Hunsicker, however,
devotes one-third of its space to a history of the county.
I do not mean to be too critical of biographical histories.
As time passes these biographical sketches become history, of
great value to the student of local history. Auge's sketches
are now of exceeding importance, and, likewise, as time passes,
the later biographical works will gain in value.
To members of an historical society, and indeed to all
persons interested in Montgomery County history, the volumes
of Sketches issued periodically by the society are of impor
tance. Seven bound volumes have been issued during the his

tory of the society. Since 1936 instead of issuing a bound
volume the society has, as you know, issued its printed papers
in pamphlet form semi-annually. All of these volumes con
tain information of inestimable value to students of local

history.

By far the most interesting from the point of view of the
collector is the first volume, issued in 1895, for the reason that
it is the only one of the books which is scarce. The reason for
its scarcity is quite clear. The records of the society do not
disclose the number of copies printed in 1895. However, the
1895 volume lists only 88 members of the society, whereas
326 members are listed at the end of the 1900 volume. If

we assume, and I am merely assuming, that no more than
fifty extra volumes were published for sale to persons outside
the society, and if we assume that one copy was printed for
each member of the society (although the members then had
to purchase their copies, unlike today), we have the altogether
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unimpressive total of 138 copies. An additional 100 copies,
instead of 50, for outsiders would bring the total number
printed to only 188 copies. Of course an additional number of
100 copies added to the number of members in 1900 would
mean an edition of 425 copies. I have in my possession a news
paper clipping dated February 6, 1900, which announces the

publication of the volume for that year. I quote from the clip
ping: "The price of the book [1900 volume] is $2.00, freight
paid. A few copies of Vol. I remain which can be had at the
same price." There were, then, a few copies of the 1895 edition
left, five years later. These have been long since sold.
There are long periods of time when the society has no copy
of the first volume for sale, although Miss Preston informs me
that there are now on hand some two or three copies, all of
which have been acquired recently. It is interesting to note
that the contract for printing the fourth volume (1910) is in
the possession of the society. It calls for an edition of 800
copies.

My speculation as to the number of copies printed of the
first volume must make you smile. What difference does it
make? None at all perhaps. In medieval times the scholars
speculated on how many angels could dance on the point of a
needle. I smile at them, and you smile at me. And now those
who own copies of volume one will smile. You will pay ten
dollars to thie society if you want volume one, and two dollars
if you want volume two.
A more important question has no doubt arisen in your
minds. Why did the society, formed back in 1881, grow from
88 to 325 members in the five years from 1895 to 1900? Can
anyone tell me? I believe that the answer is that during this
period, on December 22, 1896, the society purchased this
building. So the purchase of buildings affects the scarcity
of books.

Let me urge upon our members the purchase of the
various volumes issued by the society. There are, as I have

said a few copies of the first volume now for sale and an ample
number of the later volumes on stock in the basement of this
building.
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And now I pass from Montgomery County histories to
histories exclusively concerning geographic divisions of Mont
gomery County—^the histories of our towns, of our streets, of
our homes.

There are numerous influences at work to lessen our in
terest in the histories of our home towns. One influence has

not to any great extent invaded Montgomery County, but it
will continue to invade Montgomery County, increasingly.
People love their towns because of their homes, particularly
when they own their homes. I have never seen a person who
loved his apartment house.
Another influence which is decreasing the general inter
est in local history is the tendency towards centralization and
merger. If, for instance, the proposed merger of this county
with Philadelphia should take place, God forbid, interest in
this region, historically, would lessen.
There are larger kinds of mergers, however. The auto
mobile provides a merger. The telephone provides a merger.
The radio provides a merger. We are constantly drawing
closer to persons in other parts of the country. In most re
spects such mechanical devices are to be fostered. They do
tend, however, to make us spread our interests thin, so to
speak, and to decrease interest in the world which lies right in
our own streets.

There is no good history of Norristown. In 1913 the
Reverend Theodore Heysham wrote and published a short
memorial history after the Norristown centennial. This book
did not pretend to be a complete history; it was based on and
intended to be a record of the historical pageant of 1912. It
accomplished its purpose well, but it did not supply a thorough
history. It is, nevertheless, the best Norristown history. The
book, a volume of some 71 pages, is frequently met with. We
need an exhaustive history of Norristown.
The next paragraphs of this paper will be devoted to the
rarest and, from that point of view, the most desirable item
of Montgomery Countyana. I refer to Henry S. Dotterer's
The Perkiomen Region. The Perkiomen Region should not of
course be classed, strictly speaking, as a book, for it appeared

The Perkiomen Region,
PAST AND PRESENT.

BDITED BY

HENRY S. DOTTERER.

VOL. I.

BOUND COPIES, TWO DOLLARS.

PHILADELPHIA:

PERKIOriEN PUBLISHING COnPANY,
P. 0. BOX 316.

1895.

Facsimile (reduced) of title page of Volume One of
The Perkiomen Region
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as a magazine with its sole aim a study of the region of the
Perkiomen Valley. However, inasmuch as most of the copies
of the papers have been preserved because they were bound,
The Perkiomen Region to all intents and purposes is now a
book, or rather a set of three books. Most of the sets were
bound by the publisher himself from remainder issues, and
were sold as books. The magazine was continued after Dotterer's death by other men, but the first three volumes are
those which collectors eagerly seek.
The first twelve numbers began in September, 1894, and ran

until August, 1895. The second twelve issues began in April,
1899, and ran until March, 1900, and the third twelve ran
from May, 1900, to April, 1901. The first twelve numbers were
printed in Ambler, the rest in Quakerto"wn; all were published
in Philadelphia. I am particularly smug over being the owner
of a set, unbound, of each of the original parts as issued. This
is the only unbound set I have ever seen. I acquired it from
perhaps the oldest antiquarian book dealer in Philadelphia. He
informed me that he had never handled another unbound set.

For curiosity's sake, are there in this room persons who
own complete sets of the first three volumes of The Perkiomen
Region, bound or unbound? \There was no one present who
possessed a setJ]

These papers contain a whole atticful of information about
our county. There is a sketch of Henry S. Dotterer in the third
volume of our publications. In that sketch there appear, con
cerning The Perkiomen Region, these words of Governor
Pennypacker, historian and book-collector: "In my mind, in
Pennsylvania, in painstaking care and in that kind of re
search and apt presentation which indicate the true historical
instinct, they excel in merit anjrthing of the kind which has
yet been attempted." Those, my fellow Montgomery countians,
are strong words, and they were spoken about one of our
Montgomery County books.
A book of some scarcity is the late Elwood Roberts' Ply

mouth Meeting. Mr. Roberts, a Norristonian, whom many of
you knew, was, of course, the author of the biographical his
tory of Montgomery County. His Plymouth Meeting is, to me,
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the most interesting of his several books. It was indeed a labor
of love. His son, Howard Roberts, has written the following
interesting information on a fly leaf of my copy: "This is
Kirke Bryan's copy of my father's 'Plymouth Meeting.' This
book was printed by my brother, William Roberts, on a hand
press located on the second floor of the building at the south
east corner of George and Airy Streets, Norristown, Pa. There
were about 300 copies printed." The book is primarily con
cerned with Plymouth Meeting House, but, of necessity, many
important facts concerning Plymouth township are set forth.
It was published in 1900.
One of the scarce histories of Montgomery County is that
written by James Y. Heckler: History of Loiver Salford
Totvnskip in Sketches Commencing with a History of Harleysville, printed in Harleysville in 1888. It is stated at the bottom
of the last page of the index that the book was printed in an
edition of 75 copies. It was written in English by a Pennsyl
vania-German. Its English, although generally quite correct,
reflects the workings of its Pennsylvania-Dutch author's
mind. The book is full of genealogy and land titles, but also
contains bits of so-called human interest material. The ma

terial for this work first appeared in the Harleysville Weekly
News in 1887. I have before you a copy of one of the issues
of that paper containing one of the parts of the book.
One of the most interesting local histories is the History
of Franconia Township, by John D. Souder. This book was
printed in Harleysville back in 1886, 55 years ago; yet its
author recently appeared before us on one of our programs.
Such improbability was made possible by what Mr. Souder
wrote for me on a flyleaf of this copy a couple of years ago:
"X was twenty-one years of age when this book was published.
There were 400 copies printed. John D. Souder." The young
men were giants in those days.
Another scarce book is Edward Mathews' History of
Towamencin Township, printed in Skippack in 1897. The
material for this book first appeared in the Montgomery

Transcript. The work was printed in a small edition of 100
copies. I am told that it was bound by the Herald binding

BOOKS ON MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORY

309

rooms in Norristown, that it cost one dollar per copy, and that
selling the hundred copies was hard work, Edward Mathews
was a local historian of prominence. Our society possesses
what are called the Mathews scrapbooks. Mathews published
much important material in various local newspapers; he

clipped his work from the papers as it appeared and pasted
it in his scrapbooks. These are among the most frequently
used of all books, manuscripts and other materials in our
library.
Of particular importance to the collector of books is the
question of condition. Collectors want their books to be in the
condition they were in when first issued, and to look like new.
Such condition is not necessary for the books on the shelves
of a public library or historical society, but a pristine,
sparkling copy is a joy to a collector. I like to give this example
of the importance of condition. I have two copies of the first
edition of Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, admittedly one of
the half-dozen greatest pieces of American imaginative writ
ing. One of my copies is almost as bright and sparkling as the
day it left the publisher. Perhaps it has never been read. The
other copy is worn, the pages are soiled, and the binding
shows signs of years not of loving care but, perhaps, of loving
appreciation. Yet I value, in money, my fine copy at ten times
that of the worn copy. That ratio does not prevail in all
books, but, without question, condition is of extreme impor
tance. To the non-collector such conclusions must seem to

border on fanaticism. Be that as it may, I have stated an ele
mentary truth in the matter of rare books. Look at this copy
of Merion in the Welsh Tract, printed in 1896. It is like new.
This copy, my friends, I could love with a father's love.
Merion in the Welsh Tract was printed in Norristown in
1896 in an edition of 500 numbered copies. There were also a
few unnumbered copies. The book was printed, as I have
stated, in Montgomery County, in Norristown, which makes it
doubtly interesting. Its author was Thomas Allen Glenn, the
author of several important books. Mr. Glenn is an acknowl
edged authority on the early settlement of the Welsh in Penn
sylvania. The Welsh tract of course comprises an important
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portion of the Main Line section of the county. The book al
ways brings a good price, for various reasons: it was pub
lished in a limited edition, and Main Liners, particularly
Welsh Main Liners, and more particularly Quaker, Welsh
Main Liners, have the money to pay for it.
The book, however, offers comparatively little information
concerning the early history of the district. It is important
chiefly for genealogy. Miss Preston informs me that it is the
most frequently used of all books in the library of our his
torical society. I consider this a sad commentary on the inter
ests of our members and others who use our library. The

most frequently used book should be Bean's History of Mont
gomery County. The study of ancestors, as I have indicated
earlier in this paper, is today of a great deal more importance
than it was some years ago. Anything today which links us
with the past is important. But how would you like to hear of
a little table which I have worked out for those who pride
themselves on Mayflower ancestors? Assuming in my own
case that my parents were born about 1875, which is true, and
that their parents were born about 1850, which is also true,
and assuming that each tier or rank of my ancestors doubled
every twenty-five years back to 1600, which was approximately
the time John Alden was born, I find that I have 4,096 ances
tors at the time the Mayflower came over. I used to pride my
self on the fact that I am descended from John Alden and his

good wife. But such pride preceded my drawing up of the table
I mentioned. Heaven knows who the other 4,094 were.

My moral is: let us study the social, economic and political
history of our county.
I wish to make it clear that in this paper I have by no
means exhausted the names of books which are important as

histories of Montgomery County, or of its component parts. I
might add, amongst others, H. M. Jenkins' Historical Sketches
Relating to Gwynedd, Dora Harvey Develin's Historic Lower
Merion and Blockley, the numerous histories of Valley Forge,
Henry S. Landes' recent History of Souderton, the various
individual histories of the churches of Montgomery County,

the many books on the Pennsylvania-Germans, and the many
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fine histories of the various sections of the county which have
appeared in newspapers and periodicals.
I am continually and pleasantly surprised by the number
of people who are interested by old books. By interest I mean
not any great fund of knowledge or a desire to collect, but
a willingness, in fact an eagerness, to be informed. Sometimes
I fear that such interest means only a wish to learn more of
the value of old books. In general, however, almost everyone
is interested by the subject of book collecting. Such a state
ment will no doubt surprise you, but I much prefer to let you
be the judge. The chances are that you are not a book collec
tor. I mean you, sitting in the third row, or you in the rear
of the room. You have matters of a great deal more concern
than old books. The collection of enough to pay the rent is
frequently a much more fascinating subject than the collec
tion of books. Indeed, yes, but if you can listen with interest
to a description of an old book, if you listened, not out of
politeness, to the account of William J. Buck's pedestrian tour,
bless his heart, then you in the third row and you in the rear
of the room have yourselves proved for me my thesis that
almost everybody is interested by, if not in, old books.
So much for a few of the important books about Mont
gomery County. Because of its very nature I have drawn up
this paper in essay style so that it may be read before the
society. I am now working, by fits and starts, on a bibliog
raphy of Montgomery County. It may be years before it is
finished. By bibliography of Montgomery County I mean a
book which will list and describe, not in essay form, but in a
cut and dried style, (1) all books written about Montgomery
County, which work of course will concern itself with the very
books which I have discussed today, and a great many more,
and (2) a list, with descriptions, of all books, newspapers,
broadsides, etc., printed in Montgomery County down to, let
us say, 1880. The second of these two purposes, in other
words, involves printing in Montgomery county, a subject
which I wish to take up with you at some future meeting of
this society.

Seven Little Marvels of Montgomery County*
By Cornelius Wbygandt
University of Pennsylvania

There are few Americans of the old stock more than three

generations from the farm. If father's people, from Wading
River or from Wellfleet, come of a family resolutely sea cap
tains down the generations, then mother's people come from

a New Hampshire farm; or, in other instance, if mother's
people come of a family of ministers or doctors all the three
hundred years of our nation's history, then father's people
come from a Pennsylvania farm, from Lederach, or Hosensack, or Nockamixon. And if we look narrowly into the
leisure hours of that sea captain or that minister or doctor
of yesterday, we will find that he spent them on a farm.
When a man makes a competency in the city, he, in every
other instance, wants a farm to play with. It is as natural
an interest in man to want to raise stock, root crops, grain,
fruit, as it is in a woman to want to raise children.
The country, open country, the farm, has always seemed
to me the only right place to live. My suburban childhood
was made happy by talk of a Chester county farm. My
mother's elder and maiden sister lived with us, my Aunt
Rachel of blessed memory. She liked nothing better than to
talk of Milford Mills. Upper Uwchlan was too far away from
Germantown, however, in those automobileless days, for

jaunts to the country thereabouts that would bring me home
of nights. So it came about that my jaunts at weekends were
to Montgomery county. Montgomery county came to be to
me a place of escape from Suburbia, the Suburbia which
Montgomery county itself, alas, has come so largely to be in
recent years. With my chum I used to visit the quarries of
*Read before the Society April 29, 1933.
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Marble Hall, delighting in the blue rock pigeons that nested
in the crannies of its walls, and in the green water that looked
so unfathomable in its depths. We explored abandoned iron
mines, working our way down ladders shaky and loose from
the sides of the shafts. We visited the farm of Elwood Live-

zey, at Plymouth Meeting, and delighted in the stateliness
and sheen of plumage of the gigantic Langshans of the Corsons nearby.
As the years progressed, and I was a youth, I walked to

Valley Forge and up Skippack and Perkiomen. Of a Saturday
afternoon, a couple of us would take train out to Stockton
on Delaware, or to Pottstown on Schuylkill, walk across
country to Danboro or Gwynedd, pass the night in some
country tavern, and walk back to Germantown the next day.
Once, alone, on a walk that took me to Honeybrook in
Chester county, I made Norristown for breakfast, and the
Eagle Hotel, on what is now the Pottstown-West Chester
cement road, for the night's lodging. Another time three of
us started before daylight, and breakfasted at the King of
Prussia, on a long hike to Downingtown.
I knew many corners of Montgomery county in child
hood. I followed the Wissahickon to its sources near Mont-

gomeryville. I made geological excursions to the Devil's Potato
Patchj somewhere in the Sumneytown region, and to old

mines along the Perkiomen, as well as to Spring Mill, where
the gipsies came in spring. Barren Hill and its colony of
martins under the tavern eaves. Militia Hill, with its pink
lady slippers and crowfoot violets, the thorn trees along
Sandy Run, Willow Grove before it was a summer park—
were all places of delighted visitation. I have driven, at the
expense of two dollars for the whole day, by buggy from
Pennsburg out to Bally, where I dined for twenty-five cents
on two meats, four vegetables, and two kinds of pie. I have
trolleyed to Trappe where the picturesque church first woke
me to anger at the uncelebrated places of interest in Penn
sylvania. All this was before the days of the automobile.
A Ford first revealed to me the little marvels of Mont

gomery county I am going to speak about today. I have been
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asked to speak about pottery, but if I spoke about this what
I said to you and what you would print would be what has
been said and printed so many times before. It would seem to
me too old a story for repetition. I am, however, going to do as
I have been told, and end with some words about Jacob Medinger, of NeitFer, back in the Stone Hills, out from Limerick
on the one side and Schwenksville on the other. However, I

wish to speak of seven little marvels of Montgomery, Medinger
and his pottery the seventh. I wish to speak of
First. Fords, centering on the one in Mill Creek Valley
back of Bryn Mawr and the one at Indian Head Park.
Second. I wish to speak of covered wooden bridges, mak
ing a plea for the preservation of the last one that I
know of in Montgomery county not far from Red Hill
on the Perkiomen Heights road.

Third. The mertensia, or Virginia cowslip, by Perkiomen.
Fourth. The basket-maker, Frank Kraus, above Kraus's
Mill, where Dr. Chevalier Jackson has his summer
home.

. Fifth. A log house by the Hosensack, I think in Mont
gomery county and not over the line into either Lehigh
or Bucks.

Sixth. A fox burrow at Lederach.

It was when they were tearing down the third last covered
wooden bridge in Montgomery county, at Oaks, that I last
was driven to cross a stream by a ford. Of course, in my

young days there were fords on the summer roads by either
side of the old pikes, at nearly every place where a bridge
of wooden tunnel or stone arches spanned a stream. But that
was yesterday. We hadn't crossed a ford by automobile before
the night we came down the Phoenixville-Jeffersonville road
and found the sign, "Bridge Closed," at Oaks. We detoured
left to Indian Head Park, the road running right to the dam-breast over which the water was falling so tumultuously we

hardly dared to ford it. It was black night and, although the
lights seemed to pick up the road again on the other side, we
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appealed to a nearby house where there was a light in a
window for advice as to crossing or not crossing. We were

told everybody crossed, so we plunged in and were soon with
the running board awash. However, we compassed it without
mishap, and ray mind was immediately, set running to mem
ories of fords in my fifty years and more of cross-country

voyaging. The little ford on one of the tributaries of Mill
Creek just back of Bryn Mawr is a much smaller ford. It is
on a little used road and it is crossed I take it only now and
then. It interested me because in this neighborhood was the

paper mill of some of my ancestors, the Sheetz Paper Mill,
that printed paper with a dove, olive twig in mouth, as its
insignia.

It is fortunate that there is still a covered wooden bridge

left in Montgomery county. Time was when they spanned as
many streams as are still spanned by stone arches. Even the
stone arch bridges, though, are going. Witness that one at
Shearer's Corners, below Skippackville. The covered wooden
bridges came very early, some of them before 1800. Their
ancestry is well known; they come from Switzerland where
they still span the Aar and certain of the headwaters of the
Rhine. We have assurance from one who loves it that the

covered wooden bridge back of Red Hill will be kept in good

repair and that, if it is torn down, it will not be because there
is the excuse that it is no longer to be trusted to carry traffic.

It should be kept, even if it is necessary to divert the road
now crossing it to another crossing. I could cite you examples
from places as far apart as Delaware county in Pennsylvania
and central New Hampshire where the bridge has been left
as a reminder of yesterday, and a new bridge built close by
to accommodate the conditions of modern traffic.
The covered wooden bridges are associated in my memory

with very pleasant experiences of childhood. I liked the way
in which the wheels of the Germantown wagon and the

footfalls of the old grey mare, Nellie, reverberated on the
loose boards of their floors and against their boarded sides

and shingled roofs. They were refuges to me out of rain. I
have never heard louder drumming of northeasters than about
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these tunnels of wood. I have sheltered in them from winter

wind. They have been passways to most interesting places.
One end of a covered wooden bridge is never like the other.
One remembers a toll-house at one end and a sawmill at the

other. One recalls an inn, where one slept between linen sheets
that had been laid away in lavender and where one was
regaled with shad just out of the Delaware, and at the other
end a wild crab tree in full blow of soft pink.
For all the blue of the skies above us, for all the ox carts
and other farm wagons painted blue, for all the blue shades
in farmhouse windows and blue painted pulpits in country
churches, for all the blue on mountains in the offing and in the
folds of a snowy landscape, blue is a rare color in landscape
near at hand. So it is that I have always delighted in peri
winkles in bloom in door-yards, in banks of bluebottles, in the
scattered drifts of fringed gentian by roadsides, and in the
great swathes of mertensia by Perkiomen. Mertensia is still
there, but my pleasanter memories of it are in the prebungalow days, when all along its reaches from Perkiomen
Bridge up to Schwenksville there were long and broad stands
of mertensia just back from the creek side. It is perhaps so
common a flower in Montgomery that we do not value it as
we might. I know no other parts of Pennsylvania in which it
is so frequently found and in so large areas and in so full a
lustihead of bloom. The stand of it that I like best, perhaps
eight yards in width and one hundred yards in length, runs
along a bank until it ends its mass of clear blue against the
arches of a high bowed bridge of red sandstone.
It was at the pottery of Jacob Medinger, at Neiffer, that
I first got on the track of Frank Kraus, basket-maker. Jacob,
some of you will know, was a cider maker as well as a potter,
as was, in the part of New Hampshire in which I live in sum
mer, James S. Bennett who conducted a pottery in Moultonboro, New Hampshire, from 1828 to 1856. He, too, was potter
and cider maker. This day that I was visiting Mr. Medinger
I noticed his basket of oak splints of curved bottom looked
new. On examination, I found the round of oak to which the
splints were woven was old. Inquiry brought out the fact that
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this basket had been made for William Medinger, Jacob
Medinger's father, by basket-maker Brown, of the Stone Hills.

That first bottom of woven oak splints wore out, and Mr.
Medinger took the still durable oak round to the grandson of
basket-maker Brown, Frank Kraus, and had him weave a new
basket to that old round. Following Mr. Medinger's directions, I
quickly came to the house of Frank Kraus within stone's throw
of the old Kraus Mill on Swamp Creek, which is now the
summer home of Dr. Chevalier Jackson. As an outcome of this

discovery I came into possession of some sixteen types of
baskets made by Kraus, and I was driven to a score of out of
the way places in our Pennsylvania mountain country in the
quest of other basket-makers. From the Wind Gap above
Nazareth, to coves in the Blue Mountain west of Chambersburg, I have found basket-makers, often in log houses and
always with many interesting survivals of yesterday about
their homes. This basket making is, of course, one of the most
primitive of all the arts and crafts. That it should be still so
generally practised in Pennsylvania is apparently not known
to many of us, who always think of round bottomed baskets
as the product of the Virginia or Carolina mountain country.
The baskets you get from one maker differ from those you
get from another. The most interesting variation you find is
in the mountains of northern Lancaster county, where baskets
of white oak are made of round pieces in imitation of willow
withes. For some strange reason these baskets of white oak
splints are always called hickory baskets, which they most
emphatically are not. Try to split hickory, such as is used in a
hickory broom, and try further to weave it into a basket. If

you do, you will know that it is a parlous job. It is'an almost
impossible job.
From boyhood a log house has always spoken eloquently to
me. It seems the sjonbol of an America of clearings, a back
woods America, an America of day before yesterday, and yet
there are many log houses throughout southeastern Pennsyl
vania. I remember very well one that stood at Mermaid's
lane and Germantown road, between Germantown and Chest
nut Hill. I remember another out on Stout's Hill, the neigh-
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borhood we now call Laverock, east of Chestnut Hill. I remem

ber many others in the pine woods of south Jersey. There are
more, though, that I have come upon in the mountains from
Lancaster west to Washington than in other sections of Penn

sylvania. The log house at Hosensack, which I came across
through attendance at an auction, was on a Schultz farm. It
had a pent house between the first and second story, and it
had once been covered with beaver-tailed red tiles, which

through breakage were sufficient how only to cover a work
shop that stood by the old log house. What was particularly
interesting in this house was the conjunction of carefully
hand-carved mouldings, on the mantelpiece over the great
fireplace and on the chair rails, with this rough exterior of
logs chinked with mud and stones. There is nothing more pic
turesque than such an old house, particularly if it has been
carefully preserved with plaster worked in around the stones
between the logs, and the whole exterior whitewashed. I could
show you a dozen such houses in northern Lancaster county
that are at one with the landscape in a way that brings delight
about the heart.

It is not often that I have run across a bit of yesterday

which has so moved me as two lonely tombstones of red

sandstone, in a field near Lederach, and the burrow a fox had
sunk just in front of one of those stones. It was a graveyard
of the mid-eighteenth century, but not preserved any longer
as a graveyard. Its few little stones, headstones and footstones
of the rock of the countryside with two initials fast being
effaced from each of the headstones, were indescribably

pathetic. Round about were a few bushes. It was early spring
when I visited the place, piloted by Michael Oberholtzer, who
was born hereabouts and who has been my guide in many a

ramble in Montgomery county. It was, of course, the fox
burrow that moved me particularly. There came back into

my mind that old couplet of John Webster, the Elizabethan
dramatist, who wrote of buried men:
"But keep the wolf far hence, that's foe to men,
For with his nails he'll dig them up again."
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This fox, of course, had brought no bones to the sunlight for
all must have been crumbled away a century ago. It is hard

for me to explain just what pause I was given, however, by
that sight. The loneliness of the gravestones, their situation
in a place so remote that here a fox was unmolested, the deso
late fields of March, brought home with an almost shocking
insistence the mortality of man.

There stands idle today the pottery near Neiifer. There,

where Jacob Medinger had worked for a half century and
more, no one kicks the potter's wheel, no one fires the old
kiln. Last fall someone did work the cider mill for a few days,
but I doubt whether its product was that which for so many

years had distinguished the output of Medinger's mill. I
thought, when I last passed the place, of the many times I had
visited it and of the active busy life of the old potter. That last

survivor of this so primitive art of Dutch Pennsylvania had
attracted to his out of the way home scores on scores of people.
There is no doubt but in the last years of the pottery the good
nature of Jacob Medinger had led him to make pieces outside
his tradition. People brought him prints of Spanish harvest

jugs and of Italian strawberry vases and other "arty" things
and he, sometimes, was seduced into reproducing such pieces,
pieces neither he nor his father before him had ever made.
I made the effort to get him to make for me every piece of

pottery he and his father had ever made. I was not successful.
He did make a great many pieces for me, hanging baskets
for instance, that he hadn't made for years, but he couldn't
bring himself to spare the time for such outstanding work as
the famous inkwell made by his father.

His reproductions of the old pieces of the Hubner, Spinner
and Leidy potteries were admirable work. William McAllister
did the cutting, I suppose from reproductions in Dr. Edwin
Atlee Barber's Tulip Ware of the Pennsylvania German Pot
ters (1903). Beside these (1) ornamented pie dishes Jacob
Medinger made: (2) pitchers of all sizes from two gills to two
gallons, and of several colors of glaze; (8) jugs of various
sizes, and of various glazes; (4) jars of like sizes and glazes;

(5) sugar bowls from five to eight inches in height, and all
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of his characteristic bright glaze with manganese daubing on
its basic redness; (6) mixing bowls from four inches to eight
inches in diameter; (7) milk pans unglazed outside but
glazed within; (8) crocks of all sizes, glazed within only; (9)
chimney pots, unglazed; (10) pipe collars for chimney breasts,
unglazed; (11) flower pots, glazed on the outside; and (12)
hanging baskets for flowers, glazed on the outside.
With the tragic death of Mr. Medinger from burns he
received on March 10, 1932, there came to an end the long
line of Pennsylvania potters. All the way from Nockamixon
on Delaware to the Maryland line in York county, every

where along the Stone Hills, were little potteries. I have
visited the sites of more than a score of them, and I have
records that show there were certainly two score more. It was
a feature of the Stone Hills everywhere, because by the trap
always occurs good potter's clay. There were three other
potteries in the immediate neighborhood of Medinger's pot
tery, one run by the Neiffers, one by the Adamses, and another
by the Spieses. So it was up from what is now Ferndale, in
Nockamixon. There were potteries of the Herstines, the
Harings, and the McEntees. Study any of the old maps of
Bucks and Montgomery, Chester and Lancaster, the maps I
mean published in the 1840's, '50's and '60's with the names
of the owners of the places upon them, and you will find
"pottery" marked here, "pottery" marked there, and "pottery"
marked everywhere.
Of course, the redware was easily broken and there was
constant demand for it. It was cheap. It was used for the cool
ing of milk, for baking in outside ovens, for apple butter, and
in a hundred and one other functions about the house. It has

so appealed to me that I have about my home, most of it
packed away, some 500 pieces of this Pennsylvania ware, a
great deal of it from Montgomery county. It was in Mont
gomery and Bucks that the best of all the pottery was made,
the greatest number of the decorated platters with peacocks
and stags and human figures on horseback upon it. It is one of
the arts that was highly perfected in our part of Pennsylvania.
It has a something, in its decoration, as distinctive of our
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Pennsylvania Dutch life as the fraxitur or illuminated writing
in birth and baptismal certificates, house sayings, and birds
to delight children.

I know that the Historical Society of Montgomery County

has been doing good work in the preservation of these so dis
tinctive things of our household art of yesterday. I hope you
will bend your energies to the preservation of that bridge at
Perkiomen Heights. I hope you will one and all be proud of
the richness of this household art. I hope you will herald it

abroad for other parts of the country to envy as we one and
all herald abroad the Bach Festival at Bethlehem. There is no
other state in the United States that has so rich and diverse a

culture as Pennsylvania. I have concerned myself today only
with one strain of our Pennsylvania stock, but English

Quakers; Scotch-Irish Presbyterians; Virginians, largely
Episcopalian; and Connecticut Yankees have joined with us,
the "Dutch," to make Pennsylvania the Pennsylvania that we
love. The influence to Hollanders, and Swedes and Finns is also

to be recalled, but that influence is not so great as any one of
these other five. I should have been just as glad to talk about

the culture of any of these other strains as I have been to talk
of the pottery and other arts of the Pennsylvania Dutch. John
Woolman's journal; the Presbyterian Church at Rocky Spring,
with its wonderful old paneling; the frolic that still exists in
southwestern Pennsylvania as a survival of merry England;
the New England house with its provence roses at the door
step—each of these is symbolic of respectively English
Quaker, Scotch-Irish Presbjiierian, Virginian, and Connecti
cut Yankee. No other state, I repeat, has developed so many

differing cultures as Pennsylvania. Realize the richness of our
culture in your ovra hearts, lift up your voices to spread
abroad the fame of this culture, do all you can to bring Penn

sylvania to the attention of the rest of the country as in every
sense of the word, our Keystone State.
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The Manor op Mount Joy

(Based on B. H. Smith's Atlas of the Welsh Tract. Heavy line is boundary of the
Manor; dotted lines, those of present townships and boroughs.)

Historical Gleanings South of Sehuylkill
By Charles R. Barker
(This is the first of a series of articles which will appear from time to
time in THE Bulletin)

EARLY GRANTS AND SURVEYS

Enclosed between the Sehuylkill river and the bounds of
Philadelphia, Chester and Delaware counties are two townships
—Upper Merion and Lower Merion; and three boroughs—
Bridgeport, West Conshohocken and Narberth—of Montgom
ery county. As the boroughs have been carved from the town
ships, we will refer to this portion of the county, in general,
as "The Merions."

Of the first surveys of land covering any portion of the
Merions, the largest were the Manor of Mount Joy, the Welsh
Tract, and the original township of Merion. But besides these,
there was the Swedish tract along the Sehuylkill, in the pres
ent Upper Merion, while a number of English and Irish
purchasers were accommodated, also along the river, in Lower
Merion.

The Manor of Mount Joy had its beginning in a conveyance
of lease and release for 5000 acres, made by William Penn,
October 21-22, 1681, to his daughter Letitia.^ By a warrant
dated 13th of 7th iponth, 1683, the surveyor general was
directed to lay out this quantity of land, to be erected into a
manor, and called "The Manor of Mountjoy." The survey was
accordingly made, on the west side of the Sehuylkill, in Phila
delphia county; and by letters patent, dated October 24, 1701,
this tract, which was then found, by re-survey, to contain

actually 7800 acres, was confirmed to Letitia Penn.^
The precise bounds of the original Manor of Mount Joy
are a matter of doubt. It appears that no accurate survey of
the original tract is in existence. The collection of draughts
IB. H. Smith: Atlas of Welsh Tract; MSS Div., Hist. See. of Pa.
Plate 25 (Upper Merion).
2 Phila. Deeds, G 2, p. 400.
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of "The Proprietary Manors," published in the State Archives,

presumably never contained a draught of Mount Joy, al
though one is listed at the front of the volume.^ The State
Library has no copy of this missing draught;-* but in the Land
Office there is "A Rought Draught of Latitia's Mannour of
Mount Joy," which, from some notations on it, appears to
have belonged to Benjamin Eastburn, the surveyor.® In the
collections of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, there is

a draught of "Litcia Penn's Manor on ye West side of Scoolkool," on which is inscribed, "Traced from a Copy belonging
to Dr. George Smith, of Delaware Co., Penna., December,
1873."® But neither of these agrees with the description of the

tract, as given in the release made by Letitia and her husband,
William Aubrey."^

And it is not until, perhaps, more than half a century after
the date of Letitia Penn's warrant of survey, that we find what

appears to be an accurate draught of her Manor of Mount
Joy. This is inscribed, "A Platt of Mountjoy, Resurveyed by
Benjamin Eastburn." No date of this survey is found—but as
the surveyor has made record thereon of lands that were not
conveyed until even as late as 1742, it is reasonable to sup
pose that the plat was made at about the time that William
Penn, 3d, was selling off the lands of the Manor. A note in
one corner of the draught informs that "Mountjoy, now called
Uper Merion, contains 7800 As. as P. Patent, bearing date the
28th of the 8th Month 1702." (Unless this is an error, there
must have been two patents!) Following is this statement:
"An Equivalent is due for 2000 Acres settled on by the Swedes
and there is Land unsold and unlawfully Possessed & arrears
due from purchasers.—^P.G."®
3 Pa. Arch., Ser. 3; vol. IV.
Letter, Nov. 25, 1940, from Miss Jessica C. Ferguson, of the State
Library and Museum.

5 Dept. of Int. AiF., Land Office Bureau; Survey Book B 23, p. 79.
6MSS. Div., Hist. Soc. of Pa.; Penn Manor Maps, No. 43.
7 Phila. Deeds, G 2, p. 400.
8 MSS. Div., Hist. Soc. of Pa.; Society Misc. Coll., Penn Manors;

photostat. For dates, compare B. H. Smith (see ante.)
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Enough is learned from these sources to show that the

Manor of Mount Joy included by far the greater part of the
present Upper Merion, the boroughs of West Conshohocken
and Bridgeport, and a small portion of the present Lower
Merion. In an earlier number of the BULLETIN, the writer
stated that the Manor also embraced some portions of Chester
county, but this statement was based on Holme's map, which
is probably erroneous.® None of the other maps, above referred
to, appears to support such a view, while the description of the
Manor begins with the words "all that tract in the county of
Philadelphia."^^ It is true of Letitia Penn's Manor, as of the
other manors of Pennsylvania, that no manorial establish
ment was ever actually set up within its borders. In fact, far
from enjoying the "lordship of the manor," she was to derive
very little benefit from her landed estate. For although the
erroneous survey made at the time the Manor was patented
made it appear that she was the possessor of 7800 acres, the
truth was that "ye surveyors had run into ye Land allotted for
it & had laid out most of what was valuable in it to others,"
leaving "scarce anjdjhing but barren and very mean Land."^^
As early as 6-2-1684, a warrant of survey had been issued
to Lasse Cock and company—an association of Swedes—for
1000 acres of land. This tract, being laid out within the Manor
of Mount Joy, actually contained nearly twice the stated
quantity of land, extending along the Schuylkill from the
lower end of Barbadoes Island to below Matsunk creek, with
an average depth of about two miles. Of this tract, Mounce

Cock got a survey for 300 acres (warrant dated 6-2-1684)
and Peter Peterson Yocum, one for 500 acres (warrant dated
two days later). Following these, Martha Medlicott's 200 acres
9 Bulletin, Hist. Soc. of Montgomery Co.; vol. I, No. 6 (Oct., 1938);
p. 202. (Thomas Holme's "Map of the Province of Pennsylvania,"
although dated 1681, is now known to have been a running record of
surveys, covering a period of at least fifty years subsequent to its date.)
Phila. Deeds G 2, p. 400.

James Logan to William Penn, 24 August 1730. Logan Papers,
MSS. Div., Hist. Soc. of Pa.; vol. Ill, pp. 323-7. (This, of course, was
William Penn, Sd.—son of the Founder's son William.)
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was laid out (warrant, 4-13-1684) just north of the Gulph
Hills, adjoining Yocum's land, and the 150-acre tract of John
Roberts (warrant, June 30, 1694), In the center of the
Manor.12 Here, already, we have more than one-fourth of
Leitia Penn's Manor surveyed to others, long before the date
of her own patent!

Other surveys followed, and, to complicate matters, Peter
Yocum, in 1697, sold the western half of his 500 acres to John
Hughes (Hew). But when, near the end of October, 1701, the
Manor of Mount Joy was finally patented, the surveyor who
had been engaged to re-locate it—"not only an ignorant fellow
but somewhat worse"—^made his draught include the whole

of the original Manor, thus destroying any title possessed by
those who had already purchased land therein. Penn, however,
although about to depart for England, assured these old
settlers that their lands should be confirmed to them, "on cer
tain Reservations wch in part was done accordingly."^^
In November, 1701, Penn sailed for England, never to
return. In the following February, Margaret, widow of Peter
Yocum, produced before the Board of Property her Pro

prietary warrant for 500 acres, "which said War't was Laid
on part of Laetitia Penn's Man'r, but never duly returned nor
the bounds ascertained"; and requested a survey and con
firmation, "according to the Prop'ry's promise, before his
Departure, in Sec'ries hearing, to whom he gave it in charge."
Incidentally, it developed that Yocum had been granted this
land "in exchange for Land he quitted to Thos. Holme, at
Pennipeck." (Apparently Thomas Holme, who was at that
time Surveyor General of Pennsylvania, was not aware that
he was "swapping" the property of another! but as the survey
was actually made by David Powell, there may well have
been an oversight. )^^
A few months later, John Hughes—^who, as we have seen,

had bought half of Yocum's plantation—also requested a re12 B. H. Smith: Atlas of Welsh Tract. Plate 25.

12 James Logan to William Penn, 24 August 1730 (see ante.)
1^ Pa. Arch., Ser. 2; vol. XIX, pp. 266, 293.
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survey of his portion; but it was not until 1707, twenty-three
years after the original survey of the 500 acres, that the title
was finally confirmed, 250 acres to Hughes, and 250 to the
children of Peter Yocum, **to whom, by will, he left the
same/'i® So slowly did things move in Colonial times!
The moral and physical problems confronting the surveyor
of that day must sometimes have been difficult of solution. We
have already heard one surveyor called "ignorant" and "some
what worse," and have seen another making a glaring error

(if no more). And we find that an old draught, giving the
names of the landholders in the Barbadoes and adjacent tracts,

is marked "Benja. Eastbum's Examination into Loetitia*s
Manor discovering a Supposed Fraud."^^ Perhaps much might
be explained by the difficulty of laying out lands in rough
country, and the failure of keeping precise records. The sev
eral departments of Penn's government did not always keep
one another informed of what it was to their mutual advan

tage to know. Even the county lines were sometimes in doubt;
and in 1721, James Logan complains to the Board of Property
that, "in the printed maps," the division line between Phila
delphia and Chester counties is shown as "dividing Loetitia
Penn's Mannor almost in the middle and laying part of it to
each county,"^''

Meantime, Letitia Penn had married William Aubrey,
merchant, of London. On July 9/10, 1730, they conveyed by
lease and release, to Sir Archibald Grant, of Monymusk,
county Aberdeen, Scotland, baronet, the whole of the Manor of
Mount Joy, excepting "all such town lots as have been actually
sold and conveyed out of the said Premises by the said William
Aubrey and by Letitia his wife or their lawful attorneys before
the date of these presents."^® It developed later, however, that
the purchaser. Sir Archibald Grant, a Member of Parliament
for Scotland, was acting only as trustee for John Thomson,
15 Ibid.; pp. 293, 489.

iCNorris of Fairhill MSS. Real Estate (etc.) MSS. Div., Hist. See.
of Pa.

IT Col. Recs. of Pa.; vol. Ill, p. 144.
15 Phila. Deeds G 2, pp. 398, 400.
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merchant, of London.^® James Logan, in the letter to William
Penn already quoted, doubts the validity of the whole proceed
ing, while in a letter to Letitia Aubrey herself, he says of the
sale to Grant, "It is impossible to have it made good to him,
for that Quantity of Land in Mountjoy, or if the quantity must
be made up thy Brothers must assist in it, by allowing it
somewhere else.''^" To William Aubrey, one James Steel wrote,

"I am well satisfied in my not falling into the agreement with
thee for the Mannor of Mountjoy, and I believe the person

who made the purchase will have little cause to value himself
on the Bargain!"^^ Logan's letters reveal the fact that no
proper accounting has been made to Letitia Aubrey, either by
her husband, or by Kees Thomas, who had married Aubrey's
sister, and who, about 1712, had been made joint attorney with
Logan for disposing of the Manor. To Thomas himself, on
this subject Logan wrote, "Thou hast always hitherto bore
the Character of an honest man . . . I therefore beseech thee

to acquit thy self in these affairs, that neither thou may for
feit that character, nor I lie under a clusure on thy behalf,
which for my own actions I have not deserv'd."^^
But to follow a little further the fortunes, or misfortunes, of
the Manor of Mount Joy. John Thomson, the actual purchaser

from the Aubreys, having been declared a bankrupt, he made
assignment of his property to William Wilkinson, of the par
ish of St. James, liberty of Westminster, county Middlesex,
Esq. Accordingly, on December 10,1735, Sir Archibald Grant,
as trustee for Thomson, released title in the Manor of Mount
Joy to Wilkinson, who, together with Thomson, about six
months later, released to William Penn, of Kingston Bowsey,
county Sussex, Esq.^^
The first sale recorded, subsequent to this last conveyance,

of a part of the Manor of Mount Joy, was that made by
19Ibid.; p. 404.

90James Logan to Letitia Aubrey, 7-28-1731. Maria Dickinson Logan
Coll., MSS. Div., Hist. See. of Pa.
21 James Steel to William Aubrey, lltb 9br 1730. Letter Book,
1730-41, p. 10.
MSS. Div., Hist. Soc. of Pa.
28 James Logan to Rees Thomas, 8-2-1731. Maria Dickinson Logan
Coll. (see ante.)

HISTORICAL GLEANINGS SOUTH OF THE SCHUYLKILL

329

William Penn, now of "the Rocks, county Sussex" (etc.),
joined by his attorneys, James and William Logan, of Phila
delphia, to John Morris, of Whitemarsh, miller. The tract con
veyed, which comprised 420 acres, lay entirely within the
present township of Lower Merion, and would be bounded
today, somewhat roughly, by the Schuylkill, Arrowmink
creek, Conshohocken avenue and Spring Mill road. Anthony
Morris, father of the grantee, joined in the deed, which is
dated December 1, 1741. Recorded with it, is a receipt from
James Logan for "£3 10 s. current, in lieu of £2 14 Stg.," for
18 years quit-rent of 300 acres of the within-granted land!
Within the next year or two, a dozen more sales of parts
of the Manor, recorded in groups, appear to herald the be
ginning of the end of that feudal institution.^^ But as late as
1759, an unsigned letter, addressed to William Logan, Esq.,
states that "there are some few Parcels of Land yet unsold or
at least unconveyed in Mountjoy Mannor," and that those
in possession are pressing for deeds. "Please to look," con
tinues the letter, "into yor Father's Papers relating to yt
Affair & inform us ^particularly wt you find," relating to
contracts by Benjn Davies, Rich'd Beaver (Bevan?), Jno.
Yocum, Thos. James, Jno. Hughes and Joseph Williams. On
the back of this letter is a request to "Mr. Scull" to make out
draughts of land "survey'd by Neddy Scull" for the persons
above-named.^®

(The writer is indebted to Mr. Charles B. Montgomery for valuable
references to manuscripts quoted in the foregoing article).

23 Phila. Deeds, G 2, pp. 404, 412. (This was William Penn, 3d, son
of William Penn, Jr. He inherited "Shangarry," in Ireland, and "the
Rocks," in Sussex. See Howard M. Jenkins: "The Family of William
Penn, Founder of Pennsylvania, Ancestry and Descendants;" pp. 204,
et seq.)

24 Ibid.; G 1, pp. 401, 406; G 3, pp. 93, 97, 102, 141, 145, 250, 263,
334, 519; G 4, pp. 24, 30, 48.
23 Pa. Misc. Papers; Penn & Baltimore; Penn Family; 1756-1758;
p. 57. MSS. Div., Hist. Soc. of Pa.

Dames' Schools*
By Katharine Preston
Years ago there were not many ways for a gentlewoman
to earn her living, and the most popular was to open a small
school where as much attention was paid to deportment as the
three R's. In early days Norristown supported a number of
these private schools taught by women and often called Dames*
Schools. A few received only small children and others had
several grades, some quite high, but always there was included
what was called the baby room. If any of you saw Sir James
Barrie's play Quality Street, first played by Maude Adams and
later seen on the screen, you may have in mind just such
schools as I wish to describe. The only thing is that Barrie
idealizes the teacher, for sad to say there were not many as
gentle as the one he paints. Besides it was not thought right
to spare the rod and spoil the child, and if by accident the
rod caught the wrong scholar it was not considered (as Mark
Twain puts it in Tom Sawyer) a "lick amiss," and only made
up for some punishment deserved and not received.
In the 1860 Directory, the oldest one in the possession of
the Historical Society, is given a list of private schools, and
among them are three such as I wish to describe, those taught
by Mrs. Mary Sower, Mrs. Jane Craig and Miss Annie Powell.
Mrs. Sower, widow of Edwin A. Sower, a great-grandson of
Christopher Sower, had a school on DeKalb street above
Penn, and later on Penn street, where I knew it.
Mrs. Craig was the widow of William Craig, who had
died in India where they had been missionaries. I do not know
when Mrs. Craig returned to this country, but in 1860 she had
a school at Airy street and Maple alley. Later she occupied
the basement of the Central Presbyterian Church on Main
street, and finally she built the frame building at 520 Green
*Read before the Society February 22, 1933.
330

DAMES* SCHOOLS

331

street, still standing and occupied by Baird and Reilly. For
many years she had a large school here with three grades,
primary, intermediate and high. She had the reputation of
being the most strict disciplinarian among these teachers of
small schools, and brought up many young Norristonians in
the straight and narrow way.
Miss Annie Powell also kept a school at this time at Eg3T)t
(Main) and Green streets, but I have not been able to find
anyone who went there or who remembers it in any way.
Other schools of this type flourished in Norristown from
time to time, outside of those in the 1860 list. I have been able
to gather a little information about some of them, but doubt
less there were many more of which all trace is lost.
Miss Julia A. Hayman was only seventeen when she came
to Norristown as governess to Miss Ellen Knox (later Mrs.
Joseph Fornance). I do not know the date, but she continued
as governess for some years, until Miss Knox was sent away
to school. Then Miss Hayman opened a school in the old
Humane Fire Company's house on Airy street, just west of
DeKalb. I know she was there about the end of the Civil War,
for my mother, then Miss Mary Krause, taught for her for a
while. Afterwards she bought the house at 50 E. Chestnut
street, and built a three-story front addition. Mr. Knipe
bought this house shortly before Miss Hayman stopped teach
ing, and she moved to Oak street next to the parsonage of the
Oak Street M. E. Church, but she soon gave up teaching
entirely.
Miss Mary Whipple had a school first at Marshall and
Barbadoes streets, where she and her mother lived. Later
they moved to 1011 DeKalb street, and she had her school at

620 DeKalb. She must have been more like Barrie's picture,
gentle and paying great attention to manners. She taught
many of the children of the town. Later she moved to Mar
shall street just below DeKalb, where she and Miss Ida Smith

had a school for small children. Miss Whipple soon gave up
teaching, but Miss Smith continued for a time at this location.

The Misses Martha and Julia Shoffner kept a school on
east Airy street, between Arch and Walnut. They had a
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closed-in stairway to the second story of their home, where
the school was held. I think they had only small children,
but I have not found anyone who attended the school.
Miss Anna Beaver had a school for small children in

Bridgeport on DeKalb street just beyond the canal.
In a way, some of these schools were forerunners of the
kindergarten in this section, for some of the pupils were
very young. I myself was only three when I started at Mrs.
Sower's, and I have no doubt there are some among my
listeners who attended just such a school and perhaps at as
early an age. Indeed it is quite possible—even probable—^that
they went to the same school.
I want to describe the two schools to which I went, al
though I have no doubt some of the others were just as quaint

and the pupils remember them with as much pleasure and
amusement as I do.
MRS. SOWER'S

On Penn street just below here stood two old stone houses
where the Curren Arcade Annex now stands, and between
them and the row of brick houses now used as offices there

was a lane with a high board gate. Down this lane and directly
back of the houses stood a large almost square frame building.
I think it belonged to William Stroud, the photographer. In
this building Mrs. Sower kept the little school where I went
at three, and whose methods were as old for my day as the
much later ones would be now. I do not know when the school
had been moved from DeKalb street to this location, but here

it remained until Mrs. Sower gave up teaching.
Imagine a large almost square room with three windows
on each side. Wainscoting ran around all sides, just high
enough for hooks on which to hang hats and coats, finished
with a moulding where one could put apples and candy—and
if one was fortunate enough to lose a tooth while in school,

it could be put on the shelf, too, until it could be proudly dis
played to friends at recess and taken home to show. Right
inside the door was the wood box, where all late comers must
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sit until the morning reading of the Bible was over and Mrs.
Sower had time to deal with the culprits, for tardiness was
not encouraged. Not far off was the stove, which kept the
victim nice and warm while waiting for sentence.
Picture the furniture of this room and contrast it with

that of a modern school room. First, there was a large, highbacked wooden rocker, painted green and with a cushion on

the seat, where Mrs. Sower sat. Near at hand was a table
which held all the things she might need during the day, such
as a large brass bell to be vigorously rung outside the door at
8.30 to announce that school was about to begin, then the

necessary books, and—not to be despised or forgotten—a
long, strong ruler and a strap doubled so as to give it two
ends. The latter was used to throw at troublesome boys, who

were expected to bring it back and receive a smart crack
across the hand. One valiant boy I remember threw the strap
back to Mrs. Sower, and, strange to say, I think no dire con
sequences followed.

My recollection of Mrs. Sower is of a small woman in a
full skirt, apron and cap and a little shoulder shawl to keep
off drafts. I am not sure, but I think she used a cane when she
walked.

There were no desks as I remember it, but I think a long
table and several benches for the older ones, and a settee

where the smallest pupils sat with their little legs stretched
out straight during morning prayer. When lessons began they

slipped offand sat on a long stool which ran the length of the
settee, and which now they could use as a desk to hold
primers and slates while they studied their letters or wrote
their copies.
In the back of the room was a small table that held a

large brown and yellow mottled pitcher and one glass. Sanitatation and germs had not come to light at that time and, as
education was a very dry process, the refilling of the pitcher
was often necessary and always accompanied with much
ceremony. First we were all sworn to keep silent and to sit
perfectly quiet, and one of the older scholars was appointed
monitor and sat in Mrs. Sower's chair. At last all was ar-
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ranged, and Mrs. Sower started for Mr. Stroud's photograph
gallery for water. But no sooner was the door closed than
pandemonium broke loose—fingers pointing everywhere, sly
winks exchanged and nudges given in hopes the some unfor
tunate would not be able to stand the strain. Woe betide the

one who giggled or moved before Mrs. Sower returned, for the
monitor was asked for an accounting before anyone could
have a drink, and the culprit—if there was one—could have
none.

The classes were called and stood in a row in front of the

teacher, and if you could not answer the question you stepped
out and were sent to the end of the line, or "down tail," which
was considered an awful disgrace. The writing lesson was a
copy set by the teacher at the top of the slate, and all sums
were set in the same way—addition, subtraction, long and
short division. Some of the older scholars used a copy book
with set copies bought at the book store. The younger ones,
however, used slates, and oh! the creaking and scratching the
pencils could make if the sums were hard and would not come
right, or the copy unusually difficult. No wonder eyes would
close and thoughts wander on warm spring days when one
was so occupied, listening meanwhile to the other classes
droning, "Twice one are two, twice two are four," or the little
ones chanting A B C D.
There was no short road then whereby one could learn to
read in two weeks. First the alphabet must be learned, and
when it could be recited and any letter named when pointed
out, the candidate was promoted to a beautiful bright green

primer. Two small girls I know discovered, when they re
ceived their primers, that if you wet one finger and placed
it on the number on the top of the page and twisted it the
number would disappear and leave a nice round hole. So they
spent the first day with their primers working hard on the
numbers, and they were rewarded with nice round holes
clear through the book.
We had spelling bees, when all the girls spelled against the

boys, and if one of the girls missed a word, all the girls went
down and the same way with the boys. Unfortunately I have
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no way of knowing what books Mrs. Sower used, other than
the green primers, the readers and spelling books and arith
metics—perhaps none, who knows?

MISS HAYMAN'S

After I left Mrs. Sower's I went for some years to Miss
Hayman's, on Chestnut street. She had quite a large school
there for many years with four rooms and a teacher for
each room, and classes in French and Latin. When I went
there it was not so large. The main school room was large and
light, and had desks ranged around the wall and up the center
of the room. There was a room in the back where the younger

children were taught by another teacher. Miss Hajonan had
a chair and table in the front of the room. The blackboard was

between the windows at her right, and there were two long
benches in front of her where the classes sat to- recite. She

had many ideas that were considered queer. For instance she
would never use a standard reader. In my time we always
read either Greek or Roman history. On Mondays we read
from the Stories of the Bible and on Friday, which was also
composition day, we read from the Children with the Poets.
Our studies were many and varied. Imagine studying
Quackinboss's Rhetoric at the age of eleven, and trying to soar
into the realms of the sublime and the beautiful without get
ting lost in the fog. I never see the heading in the newspaper,
"How's Your Grammar," without thinking of Miss Hajmian,
for grammar was one of her strong points. I remember the
conjugation of verbs, the parsing of sentences—^giving the
rules as you went—and the correcting of such delightful

sentences as, "For sale, by a gentleman with richly carved
rosewood legs, a piano who is about to sail for Europe." I
never heard of diagramming a sentence until I went to Friends'
Select School, and I never could find it half as interesting. The
little United States History we studied lingers in my memory
as a most interesting book, and at one time my sister and I
could recite it almost from cover to cover. Another favorite
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of Miss Hayman's was etymology, although we did not share
her enthusiasm for it. Besides these, we studied the usual
things, and although we never had examinations we often had
reviews, and we passed from one subject to another with as
much knowledge of it, I think, as most children had who
studied under the usual method. I believe I learned as much

or more physics—or natural philosophy, as we called it—^from
a little old book we used as I did later from newer editions.

Miss Hajonan was always interested in the new things.'I
remember once a man came to the door and wanted to show

her a new invention. She had him come in and we all stopped
work to listen to a machine that could talk. It was one of the

first talking machines or phonographs. It was quite a small
box and looked something like the coffee mills in general use

in that day, when everyone ground their own coffee. It had a
cylinder that was covered with tin foil, and he turned the
handle to make it work. Doubtless, now we would not think

the sound was much, to us it was a wonder, although some of
us still had a sneaking notion that somehow the man had
fooled us and was only a ventriloquist. After he had run
the cylinder off he took it out and removed the tinfoil, cut it

in small pieces and gave us each a piece to take home. Then
he put more tinfoil on the cylinder and allowed us each to say
something into the mouthpiece, and—^marvels of marvels—
back came our own voices from the box. It was one of the

thrills of my life, and the scoffers were silenced.
As I have said, Friday was composition day. These were
written on full sized note paper and must cover the four
sides. Miss Hayman gave out the subjects a week in advance.
About the middle of the morning all the classes took their
seats on the benches, while Miss Hayman read the composi
tions and made remarks, often a painful process. After they
had all been read, each of us recited a poem. The poems were
varied and, although levity was frowned upon, now and then
someone would take a plunge and recite such rhymes as:
"He used to sit with his toes turned in

In the corner seat at the village school,"
or
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"Tell me not in mournful numbers

Marriage is an empty dream,
For the soul is dead that's single
And things are not what they seem."

Miss Hayman was just a bit of a snob, and had a great
way of reminding you you should live up to the standard of
your family, which was very embarrassing. For instance, if
lessons were badly prepared or conduct not up to the mark,
she would probably say, "Katharine, your grandfather would
turn in his grave if he could see you." One day one of the other
scholars said, "Miss Hayman, I had a grandfather too," but
my offense had been too great for Miss Hayman to see the
point, for she only remarked, "That may be so Katie, but I
never knew him." When told that some scholar was not com

ing back next term, she would remark, "Oh, well, she will be
happy now, for she has gone to the Haven of Rest, the Public
School."

All our disputes were settled by Miss Hayman, and I often
wonder how she kept a straight face when holding court. I
remember while playing tag I ran into one of the small boys
and accidentally knocked out a front tooth that was loose. He
ran screaming to Miss Hayman, so we were both called before
her with the rest of the school as the court. Very solicitously
Miss Hajrman examined the cavity and inquired, "Was your
tooth loose?" "Oh, yes, it was loose and I was going to have
it pulled tomorrow, but she ran into me and knocked it out."
"Then," said Miss Hayman, "you owe Katharine twenty-five
cents, for that is what the dentist would have charged to
pull it."
The school year always ended with a party to which the
parents were asked, and ice cream and cake were served. Some
recitations were given and often the scholars were asked to
give the mottoes they had chosen for the year. You can
imagine the shout that went up when I rose and solemnly an
nounced as my motto, "Return evil for good." When Miss Hay
man remarked, "I don't think that is your motto, Katharine,"
I insisted that it was until a friend whispered, "You have it
backwards, Kathie."
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I wish I could tell of the amusing things that happened
to other scholars, but that would be telling tales out of school.

I hope if there are some of them here today, they will feel
moved to tell their own stories, for others were as often in hot
water as I was.

My sister and I were very fond of Miss Hayman and spent
happy days in her school, where we learned many things not
found in books. As one of her old pupils once said to me, "We
can thank Miss Hayman for giving us high ideals and a wide
appreciation of good things."

Washington's Birthday Celebrations in the
Earlier Years of Montgomery County*
By Ella Slinglupf
The love of observing holidays is as old as the human
race. In the early days of our section of Pennsylvania,
colonists observed the principal holy days of the church, also
birthdays and golden and silver anniversaries. That his
colony should conduct themselves with becoming decorum,
William Penn prepared a set of laws for them in England, in
1682, in which he forbade especially all forms of gambling
and the prevailing English sports. The settlers, largely Ger
mans and Swedes, were not given to May games, dog-fights,
nor kindred sports, and their descendants, the members of the
Historical Society of Montgomery County, have to this day
profited by their example.
Only fifty years after the great proprietor landed at Phila
delphia, a child was born in a comfortable but unpretentious
Virginia home, February 22, 1732, the son of Augustine
and Mary Ball Washington, and they named him "George."
Nearly sixty-eight years later, when President Adams in
formed the Congress of the United States, then in session at
Philadelphia, of the death of General George Washington,
the first President of the United States, both houses ad
journed at once for the day. The next morning it was resolved
that the Speaker's chair be draped with black, that the officers
and members wear black during the session and that a joint
committee of both Houses be appointed to consider the most
suitable manner of doing honor to the man who, as his friend
Lee so fittingly expressed it, was "First in war, first in peace,
first in the hearts of his countrymen."
•Read before the Society February 22, 1934.
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Washington's Birthday is not a National holiday, though
it is now observed as a Legal holiday in all the states, terri
tories, and provinces of the United States. The National De
fender states that a law legalizing the 22nd of February as a
holiday was passed by the Pennsylvania Legislature in 1866.
But the 1B93 Pamphlet Laws of Pennsylvania states that the
first legislation designating the 22nd day of February to be
observed as a legal holiday was passed on May 31, 1893.
Robert E. Pattison was Governor of Pennsylvania at that
time.

Washington's Birthday was celebrated during his life
time. Many times he received birthday congratulations from
his fellow-citizens, often being a guest at banquets given in
honor of the occasion. After the Revolution, Washington's
Birthday practically took the place of birthdays of the vari
ous crowned heads of Great Britain, which had always been
celebrated with enthusiasm during Colonial times.
The first notice found of the day is in an old newspaper
called the Virginia Gazette in 1782. It says, "Tuesday last
being the birthday of his Excellency, General Washington,
our illustrious commander-in-chief, the same was com

memorated with utmost demonstrations of joy." Other
Virginia towns were glad to follow the new custom.
In 1784, New York City celebrated. The demonstrations
there were not very elaborate, but they were intensely
patriotic—^for the preceding October the British troops had
evacuated New York City, which was gradually recovering
from the distress of the long war.
The Society of Tammany, then only a year old, in 1790

celebrated the day and resolved to commemorate it ever after.
Such functions have an effect upon smaller and less pre
tentious gatherings. In country places the day was not al
ways observed. An elderly and greatly respected resident of
Norristown was asked to tell how, in his youth, he had cele
brated the great day. He said, "Well, I lived in the country,

and Washington's Birthday was the same as any other day.
When I was eighteen, I came to Norristown to learn my trade,
and the very first February 22nd, I went to the Engine
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House, where they were celebrating with a saur kraut
supper."

February 22, 1819, must have been a stirring day in
Norristown. The Washington Association and the Federal
Republician Troop were invited to assist in a commemoration
at Willow Grove. They met at Roberts' Inn, now the Lincoln
Hotel, at Main and Barbadoes streets, formed, and marched

to Willow Grove, where they joined their hosts in a parade
through the village and then repaired to the Inn at Willow
Grove where a banquet was served. An oration was delivered
by Benjamin Evans, Esq., of Norristown.
In Norristown there was the customary demonstration,
such as ringing of bells, display of flags, parading of militia.
The Washington Benevolent Society assembled at Washing
ton Hall, where an excellent oration was delivered by Mr.
David Paul Brown "to a larger assemblage of ladies and gentle
men than was ever before convened in Norristown." This was

followed by an excellent dinner. One of the toasts was: "The

Navy of the United States, the offspring of the Washington
Administration, although stunted by its third nurse, has
since regained strength and honor." The "third nurse" re
ferred to the third president, Thomas Jefferson, and his at

titude during the war between England and France, when
all intercourse between these two countries and the United
States was forbidden.

In 1820, February 22nd was celebrated by the Washing
ton Association, Federal Republican Troop, Captain Holgate's Company, Norristown Guards, and Captain Richard
son's Company. They formed in line in front of Roberts'
Tavern, and, commanded by Captain Holstein and John
Henderson, Esq., marched through the town, after which

the company went through several kinds of firing. The oration
at the Court House was given by Robert St. Clair, Esq., who
apologized for his extreme youth. Dinner was served at
Roberts' Inn.

With the 30's came the centennial—^the one hundredth

Washington's Birthday. Philadelphia planned a great cele
bration. All classes of citizens were called to participate.
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Nothing so great had been in Philadelphia since the great
Federal procession of 1788. City Council appropriated $2,000
to help defray the expense. Volunteers of neighboring states
and cities were invited by General Cadwalader to unite with
the Philadelphia military companies. From the Society of the
Cincinnati down to the humblest sail maker, every class and
grade was urged to join in the demonstration.
In 1833, at Norristown, Captain Mathey's Troop of Horse

paraded on the 22nd and Captain Freedley's Company of
National Guards on the 23rd. Both companies exhibited fine
military appearance.

1844—::"No unusual occurrences in Norristown except
parading of soldiers and the occasional firing of an old
Revoluntionary cannon. The Montgomery Guards, after
parading our streets, repaired to Flourtown. The Guards
were well drilled and presented a handsome appearance. The
2nd Troop of Montgomery County Cavalry (50 men) spent
the day in Norristown and was greatly admired."
In the 50's we are told of a Promenade Concert by the

ladies of the Episcopal Church, that it was well attended, that
there were quiet flirtations, music, and good eating and that
the affair passed off quite brilliantly. In this decade a plan
was adopted for the Grand Lodge of Masons to co-operate
with the Ladies of the Mount Vernon Association for the

purchase of Mount Vemon.
In '55 this card, signed by R. T. Stewart, secretary, ap

peared in the local press: "At a special meeting of the Wajme
Artillerists, held on February 23rd, a vote of thanks was
tendered to the following gentlemen: General William Schall,
for kindness exhibited and encouragement offered in taking
command of the battalion on February 22nd; to Samuel

Linton, Esq., for the beautiful flag borne by the ensign on the
day of parade; to Samuel Brown, Jr., for the chaste and finely
wrought gold medal presented by him to the company; to C.
A. Hurst, of the Veranda House, for the hospitality and cour
tesy with which he entertained us, and for the munificent
manner in which he catered to our wants; to A. Slemmer,

Esq., for a map of Sebastapol; and to the Independent Artil-
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lerists, of Chester County, for the interest manifested in join
ing us in our efforts to revive the military spirit of Old
Montgomery County."
The first half of the decade from 1860 to '70 was a period
of intense excitement, deep anxiety, and great difference in
political opinions. On February 9, 1864, word was received
from General Hartranft that the 51st Regiment of Pennsyl
vania Volunteers was on the way home for a thirty-day fur

lough. On their arrival they had a wonderful reception and
banquet. On the twenty-second, they paraded through the
town and made "a most grand and imposing appearance."
No doubt every man of the gallant 51st was a living hero to
his friends in Norristown.

After the war, balls and dances seem to have been the
most popular way of celebrating. The Humane Fire Engine
Company planned to have an annual ball. Mention is made
of the Ball in 1868, that "in spite of hard weather and harder
times, the Ball in Odd Fellows' Hall was the gayest and most
recherche party of the season." The Ball of the Montgomery
Circle of Fenians was held on the same date.

The 70's fairly bristled with patriotic gatherings. In '73
a petition was sent to Harrisburg for an appropriation of one
million dollars for the Centennial Celebration to be held at

Philadelphia in 1876. On the 22nd, in '74, there was a grand
Centennial Tea Pary at Odd Fellows Hall. There was a
great crowd. The tables were named for Revoluntionary
events, persons, and places—^Yorktown, Valley Forge, Brandywine, General Wayne, etc. The walls were adorned with many
fine paintings from Hoover's galleries at Philadelphia. The
John Adams table was presided over by Miss Cushman, Miss
Swift, and Mrs. B. M. Boyer. The aids were the Misses Mary
Swift, Mary Rex, Flora Patterson, Ella Freedley, and Alice
Slemmer.

In the 80's was organized the Historical Society of Mont
gomery County. Such organizations and "the schools of our
country are building a perennial monument to Washington.
The commemoration of any one great event in the life of
Washington is well, but it is nothing compared with the
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incessant memorial of him which schools, colleges, and
societies maintain from year to year and from generation to
generation."

The gay 90's contributed their programs to the annual
celebrations—the usual banquets, plays, bazaars and flag
presentations by the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America,
and the Hancock Fire Company. Two plays were given, one at
All Saints' Parish House, entitled ''Washington at Valley
Forge," when the part of Washington was well taken by Mr.
Norris D. Wright. Other players were Miss Gertrude Miller,
Miss Anna Sullivan, Miss Maude Miller and Mr. Howard
Robinson.

At the Ersine Club House, the drama "Case of Mistaken
Identity" was rendered. The Herald states that the part of
Mrs. Martin Bradley was takeii by Mrs. Howard Boyd, "who
acted the part perfectly and looked extremely handsome."
In 1903, February 22nd came on Sunday. The Rev. Herbert
Burke preached in the morning at All Saints Episcopal
Church, using for his subject, "Washington in the Church."
In his sermon he suggested the building of a memorial at
Valley Forge to honor the Great Founder of our Nation. The
idea was received with enthusiasm. In the afternoon the Sun

day School of All Saints' contributed one hundred dollars to
ward the noble project.
When the late President Coolidge gave a fine address on
"George Washington" in a radio broadcast a few years ago, it
seemed that the radio programs had come to supplement the
local methods of celebration so often employed.
"Sing hey! for bold George Washington
That jolly British Tar,
King George's famous Admiral
From Hill to Zanzibar!

"No, wait a minute, something's wrong,
George wished to sail the foam.
But when his mother thought aghast
Of Georgie shinning up a mast,

Her tears and protests flowed so fast
That George remained at home.
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"Sing hoJ for grave George Washington,
The staid Virginia squire,
Who farms his fields and hunts his hounds

And aims at nothing higher!

"Stop, stop it's going wrong again,
George liked to live on farms.
But when the colonies agreed
They coitld and should and would be freed

They called on George to do the deed
And George called, 'Shoulder Arms!'

"Sing ha! for Emperor Washington
That hero of renown

Who freed his land from Britain's rule

To win a golden crown!

"No, no, that's what George might have won
But didn't, for he said,
'There's not much point about a king,
Thejr're pretty but they're apt to sting
And, as for crowns, the heavy thing
Would only hurt my head.'
"Sing ho! for oitr George Washington
(At last I've got it straight),
The first in peace, the first in war
The goodly and the great.

"But, when you think about him now,
From here to Valley Forge,
Remember this—he might have been
A highly different specimen.
And where on earth would we be, then?
I'm glad that George was George."
Stephen Benet

The Ambler Historical Tour*
By Herman T. Lukens
On behalf of the Ambler Public Library, an invitation was

extended by Mrs. William H. Russell to members of our
Society to join in a tour to historical places near Ambler, on
Saturday, May 25, 1940. We assembled at the Library Build
ing at the northwest comer of North Ridge avenue and Race
street in Ambler. The house is used also by the Colony Club
of Ambler and the North Penn Community Center.

The first stop was made at Upper Dublin Meeting House,
where Mrs. Edward Morris Cheston gave a brief informal
talk on its history. In 1813 George Shoemaker brought the

proposal of establishment of a meeting in Upper Dublin town
ship before Horsham Meeting and an Indulged Meeting was
granted with the privileges of a Preparative Meeting. The
Meeting House was built in 1814 on ground given for the
purpose by Phoebe Shoemaker. The first meeting was held
there in First Month, 1815.

From there the autocade moved along the Limekiln road

northwest to the nearby School of Horticulture for Women.
This school was founded in 1910 by a group of women who
realized the need in America for practical training in the
various branches of horticulture. They made a survey of the

European Colleges of Gardening, which occupy a recognized
place in the educational world, and the school near Ambler
was established along very similar lines. It has drawn its
students in the last ten years from thirty-four states and five
foreign countries. We were escorted by students ready to show
us the beauties of the charming and extensive flower gardens,
the open-air theater, the vegetable gardens, orchards, green

houses, woodland areas, and the experimental plots of the
*Read before the Society November 16, 1940.
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individual students. The farm lands comprise some seventyfive acres which are devoted to the growing of general crops
and to pasture for the dairy herd of thirty-five registered
Jerseys. The poultry flock is maintained under careful super
vision and contains representatives of several breeds.
Returning then by the Butler Pike to the Library, the
guests were served tea and cookies by the hostesses of the
Center and the opportunity was embraced to get better ac

quainted with one another. Congenial interests were readily
found. Regrets were expressed that Norristown had no public
library center for such social contacts and literary interests.
Thomas A. Foulke, President of the Ambler Library, re
quested suggestions for the development of historical interest
and activity in the community. The desirability of affiliation
of all the local historical societies of Montgomery County, so
as to strengthen each and avoid any duplication of effort, was

spoken of by our President, Nelson P. Fegley, Esq. Attention
was called to several old deeds which were exhibited, one being

signed by Samuel Carpenter and James Logan, Commissioners
for William Penn. A large water-color sketch on the wall over
the platform showed the old Webster and Parry homestead,
lately the home of Joshua and Ella Webster and of their
parents and grandparents before them, at the intersection of
the Butler and Limekiln Pikes. Another picture shown was a
photograph of Three Tuns Inn and another of the little onestory temple-like structure, nearly opposite the inn, formerly
used as a library and later as an office by Wilmer Atkinson.
This concluded the day*s outing and we returned to Norris
town, feeling that it was good to have mingled with our
friends in Ambler.

Records from Bibles in Possession of Histori

cal Society of Montgomery County
(continued)
BIBLE OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACOB REED
As Translated by Dr. W. H. Reed

On May 20, 1755, is Jacob Reidt and Magdalena Leidisin
(Leidy) married.
To Jesus my Master I owe this debt.

• 1756, October 2, is my first son born, was given in holy
baptism, named "Filip" (Philip); baptized by M. (Mister)
Reiss; godparents Phillipp and Fronica (Veronica) Reidt
(grandparents).

1758, April 29, is my second son born, was given in holy
baptism, named "Johann Jacob," baptised by (name not
legible); godparents, Jacob Leidi (Leidy) and wife Barbara
(child's uncle and aunt).
He, Johann Jacob (the child) lived with us four weeks
only.

Philip Reidt died on the 19th day of June, 1819, his age
was 62 years, 8 mos. 2 weeks and 3 days.
1783, Sept. 3, Phillipp Reidt, my father died. Aged 85
years, 7 mos., 9 days.

1792, December 13, my mother Fronica Reidtin, died, aged
90 years, 10 months; bom at Berckysin, in Switzerland, in
the Canton of Berne.

1759, August 4, Anna Margaret, (Anna Margretha), my
first daughter was born; baptized by (Rev.) Mister Reiss;
sponsors, Margreta Leidisin (Margretha Leidy), (an aunt
of the child.)

1762, March 28th, Johann Jacob, (John Jacob), my third
son was born; baptized by (Rev.) M. (Mister) Reiss; spon
sors, andreas Reith and wife Anna Maria (uncle and aunt of
the child.)
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1764, December 8, Anna Elisabet, (Anna Elizabeth), my
second daughter was born, baptized by (Rev.) M. (Mister)
Reiss; sponsor, Elizabet Shellenbergin, (Elizabeth Shellenberger).
1767, June 17, Johannis (John), my fourth son was born,
baptized by (not legible); sponsors, Johannes Eberhard and
wife Elizabeth (Reed), (uncle and aunt).
1770, January 10, Cadarina (Catharina), my third
daughter is born; baptized by (not legible); sponsors, Michael
Hartzell and wife Cadarina.

1775, August 6, Magdalena (Magdalene), my fourth
daughter is born; baptized by (Rev. Casper) M (Mister)
Wack; sponsors, Carl Lidi and wife Urshel (Charles Leidy
and Ursula, uncle and aunt of the child).

1778, June 6, Anna Eva (Anna Eve), my fifth daughter
was bom; baptized by (Rev. Casper) M. (Mister) Wack; (not
legible) Shellenberger and wife (Anna Eva).
1781, May 15, Andreas (Andrew), my sixth son is born;
baptized by (Rev. Casper) M. (Mister) Wack; sponsors,
Andreas Reidt and wife Anna Maria. (Andrew Reed and wife
Anna Mary, uncle and aunt of the child).

BIBLE OF MICHAEL HARTMAN AND MARY ANN
ROCKAFELLOW REED
Marriages

Michael H. Reed to Mary A. Rockafellow on February 15th.
One thousand eight hundred and fifty two.
Franklin P. Reed to Mrs. Hannah Jane Kimball Barnes

on June 21, 1884, at San Diego, California.
Willoughby H. Reed to Annie Rebecca Jarrett on Novem
ber 5,1884, at Jeffersonville, Pa.
Willoughby H. Reed (2nd) to Mrs. Maud Matthews Wil
liams, Horaell, N. Y. April 18, 1938, at Orange City, Florida.
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Births

Michael Hartman Reed, Born October 24th, A.D. 1809 in

New Brittian Township, Bucks County, State of Pennsylvania.
Mary Ann Rockafellow Reed, Born October 24th, 1831 in
New Brittian Township Bucks County, State of Pennsylvania.
Franklin Pierce Reed, Born May 7th, 1853 in the Borough
of Doylestown, Bucks County, State of Pennsylvania.
Chassie Francis Reed, daughter of Franklin P. and Jennie
Reed, bom in National City, Cal. Feb. 12,1887.
Hazel Kimball Reed, daughter of Franklin P. and Jennie

Reed, born Dec. 2, 1888, at National City, Cal.
Willoughby Henry Reed, Bom Jan. 20th, 1856, in the
Borough of Norristown, Montgomery County, State of Penn
sylvania.

Mary Elizabeth Reed, Born Sept. 6, 1859, in Jeffersonville,
Norriton Township, Montgomery County, State of Pennsyl
vania.

Jessie W. Reed, born Feb. 23rd, 1878. (Adopted)
Deaths

Michael Hartman Reed died Jan. 17, 1898, at Jefferson

ville, Pa., aged 88 years, 2 months, 23 days.

Mary Ann Reed died Nov. 5, 1898, at Jeffersonville, Pa.,
aged 67 years, 4 days.
Hannah Jane Kimball Barnes Reed, died Oct. 17, 1921 in

San Diego, California. Aged 72 years, 5 months, 5 days.
Buried in La Vista Cemetery, National City, California.

Mary Elizabeth Reed, died in Trenton, New Jersey,
March 18, 1928, aged 68 years, 6 mo., 12 days. Buried in
Jeffersonville Presbyterian Church Cemetery.
Franklin Pierce Reed died Feb. 16, 1932, in San Diego,

California, aged 78 years, 9 months, 9 days. Buried in La.
Vista Cemetery, National City, California.
Annie Rebecca Jarrett Reed, died February 2, 1936, in

Orange City, Florida. Aged 82 years, 10 months, 12 days.
Buried in Jeffersonville Presbyterian Church Cemetery.
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BIBLE OF SAMUEL F. AND AMANDA (CRAWFORD)
JARRETT
Marriages

Samuel F. Jarrett and Amanda Crawford was Married

June 3rd. In the year of our Lord, One thousand Eight Hun
dred and Fourty Nine. 1849.
Annie Rebecca Jarrett and Willoughby H. Reed were

married Nov. 5, 1884 by Rev. H. S. Rodenbaugh at the Lower
Providence Presbjrterian Manse.
Births

Daughters of Samuel F. and Amanda Jarrett
Emma Jarrett Was Born December 3rd, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 1850.
Annie Rebecca Jarrett Was born March 19th., in the year

of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty three. 1853.
Samuel P. Jarrett was Born Nov. 19th, in the year One
thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. 1825.
Amanda Crawford was Born February 20th, in the year
of Our Lord, one thousand Eight hundred and twenty Eight.
1828.

Deaths

Emma Jarrett Daughter of Samuel F. & Amanda Jarrett
Died on the sixth day of February in the year of Our Lord,
One thousand eight hundred and Fifty three. 1853.
Amanda C. Jarrett Died January 22 in the year of Our
Lord One thousand nine hundred and nine. 1909.

Samuel Faro Jarrett died June 28, 1917 at his home in
Jeffersonville, Penna. and was buried in the Cemetery of
Lower Providence Church near Eagleville, Pa.
Annie Rebecca Jarrett Reed died February 2, 1936 in

Orange City, Florida. Aged 82 years, 10 months, 12 days.
Buried in Cemetery of Presbyterian Church, Jelfersonville,
Pennsylvania.
Pasted in the Bible is the discharge paper of Samuel F.

Jarrett, Sergeant of Capt. F. R. Haws. Co. B., First Battalion
of three months, Penna. Cav. Aug. 21, 1863.

Report of Corresponding Secretary
Ella Slinglufp

NEW MEMBERS
Mrs. Edgar S. Buyers

I. Reber Longacre

Lloyd Espenschied

Catherine Ruth

Donald A. Gallager

Fx'ederick C. Sweinhart

Byran C. Hickman

Jennie P. Tyson

DEATH
Charles N. Rambo

RESIGNED
John DeAngeli
Mrs. John DeAngeli
Reginald B. Forbes
Mrs. Reginald B. Forbes
Mary M. Hibbs

Mrs. T. Duncan Just

Mrs. Mary B. Long
Charles Rollin Landes
Mrs. William Powick

Elizabeth H. Smith

Thomas S. Williams
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Report of Librarian
Emily K. Preston
The follo^ng have been received since the last issue of the Bulletin:
Books

The Welcome Society, Record of Activities, 1940.
Publications of the Buffalo Historical Society, 3 vols.
In Memoriam. Jennie Atwater Albertson.

How Our Church Came to Our Country.
Heidelberg Church, History and Records.
The Young Student.
History of Beaver County, Pennsylvania.
History of Columbia County.
Our County (Crawford) and Its People.

McKean, The Governor's County.
History and Topography of Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, Bedford,
Adams and Perry Counties, by I. Daniel Rupp.
History of Wyoming, in a Series of Letters from Charles Miner to his
son, William Penn Miner, Esq.
Council Fires on the Upper Ohio.
Andrew ElUcott, His Life and Letters.
History of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
American Boyers (Revised Edition).
Ohio Builds a Nation.

United States Military Record—Company A—176th Regiment.
Letters to and from Caesar Rodney, 1756-1784.

The Records of Holy Trinity

(Old Swedes)

Church, Wilmington,

Delaware.

Ancestry of Clarence V. Roberts and Frances A. (Walton) Roberts.
(Contains records of the Roberts, Fouike, Brooks, Green, Walton,
Lukens, Ambler, Conrad and other families.)
A Genealogy of Moses and Susanna Coates.
The 1900 edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica.
History of Nazareth, Pa.
Arch Street's Association with Philadelphia History (Scrap Book).
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Pamphlets, etc.

Soehm's Evangelical and Reformed Church, Blue Bell—Bi-Centennial
Anniversary.

Magna Charta.
History of the Germania Club of Baltimore.

Abstracts of Snyder County Probate and Orphans' Court Records, 17721856.

l<etters and Addresses in Memory of Winfield Scott Hancock.
Posters: Carriers' Address of the Norristown Herald and Free Press,

1-1-1847; "Watchman's Last Warning; Discourse of Rev. Jacob
Troute on evening of the Battle of Brandywine; Norriton's Origins
& Historic Sketch, The Organ.
Handbills: Holloway's Arnica Plasters; Arfdfical Teeth, Joseph W.
Lawrence, Surgeon Dentist; C. & L. Fretz, Fashionable Drapers &
Tailors; Blacksmith's Coal, David E. Francis; Darling Nelly Gray;
J. B. Lippincott & Company.

Maps

Upper Merion, from Original Records, by Benj. H. Smith.
Lower Merion, from Original Records, by Benj. H. Smith.

Road Plan of Lower Merion, Robley D. Warner, C. E., 1909. Legend by
Charles R. Barker, Location of Churches and Cemeteries.
Manuscripts

Independent Company for the Recovery of Stolen Horses, Hatboro.
Constitution, List of Members, Bills, Receipts, etc.
Additional papers of George Eenderdine.

Collection of copy books, cyphering books, a number of school girl letters
about 100 years old, a very interesting diary, and the conditions of
sale of the goods and chatties of Herman Yerkes—all from members
of the Yerkes family. The diary has many references to persons once
well known in this vicinity.

Collection of letters written during the Civil War, concerning supplies
sent to the Army Aid.
Assessor's list of Whitpain township, 1760-1.

Notice to John Roberts, Assessor, outlining his duties, and one to attend
a meeting.
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Curios

Bridge ticket for foot passage on Schuylkill Bridge.
Child's shoes (very old).
Goffering iron.

Doll's shoes, roller skates, stockings, nursing bottle, powder box and
brush.

Wallet and shot pouch of Joseph Slingluff, 1815.
Shell comb, and two silver combs, and stockings of Mrs. Letitia
McClenachan, born 1800.
Comb worn by Rebecca Darragh about 1800.
Pair of pillow slips embroidered by Miss Mary Harry.

Wedding shawl of Susannah (Bean) Prick, 1822.
Cap worn by James D. VanPossen in 1837.

Pan and black silk cape of Ann Eliza (Prick) VanPossen.
Hair wreath with data of the Whitcomb family.

Sword carried in the Revoluntionary War by John Whitcomb.
Sabre carried in the Revoluntionary War by John Huston.
Old desk.

Studies of animals for drawing classes, probably used at Keswick
Institute.

Crayon holder and brush, used in drawing classes at Keswick.
A. B. C. of Music; A New and Easy Method of Learning the German
Language, and Evidences of the Authenticity of the Scriptures—
all used in classes at Keswick.

The Well in the Valley. (Has signature of Rev. Chas. A. Baer, 1861,
Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church.)

The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for
its object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical
research has been materially aided in the past by donations
of family, church and graveyard records; letters, diaries
and other manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers
have also been contributed. This public-spirited support has
been highly appreciated and is earnestly desired for the
future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested per
sons, whether residents of the county or not, and all such
persons are invited to have their names proposed at any
meeting. The annual dues are §2.00; life membership,
§50.00. Every member is entitled to a copy of each issue of
The Bulletin free.

Historical Hall, 18 East Penn Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 to 12 A.M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted
during these hours, but no book may be taken from the
building.

To Our Friends
Our Society needs funds for the furthering of its work, its expansion,
its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through
bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their estates.
The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to
meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the making
of wills:

I

HEREBY

GIVE

AND BEQUEATH

TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OF
DOLLARS ($

)

