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Old Fire Marks*
W. Emmert Swigart

No doubt in centuries long ago there were plans to "share
the risk"—a sort of primitive form of Insurance—even some
efforts to combat the fire demon—among the Egyptians, the
Venetians, even the ancient Chinese—but Insurance, as we
know it today, had its first struggling efforts in our Mother
Country, England.
London had squatted in summer heat on her marshy lands;
all the year previous, the great city had been .almost deserted—
even Parliament, the King and his Court and all who could get
away had fled the city. It was the year of the great Plague
and untold thousands had died. Now the people were return
ing—life in the city was starting again.
London was built of wood, with crooked, narrow streets.
The Thames wandered in eddies and around small islands un

curbed to the sea. The year 1665 was one of the most terrible
in English history. Then, about one A. M. Sunday, Septem
ber 2, 1666, a fire broke out in a baker's shop in Pudding

Lane, near London Bridge. Soon the crowded wooden houses
were burning down to the wharves on the River. The water
wheel by the bridge was early destroyed, shutting off the water
for the bucket brigades; and through the night the fire burned
up into the City. The second day the fire raged to the Royal
Exchange, into Lombard Street and Cornhill among the dwell
ings and shops of the richest brokers and merchants. A wind
blew freshly throughout three of the four days that London
burned. The third night the roof of the great Gothic Cathedral
of St. Paul's burst into flames and it was quickly ruined like
the rest of the city. Two-thirds of the city was destroyed.;
•Read before the Society, November 17, 1945.
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273 acres inside the walls and 65 acres outside. 87 parish
churches, 13,200 houses in over 400 streets and courts were
destroyed. London was prostrate.
The Great Fire of London had taught its lesson—the very
next year (1667) Dr. Nicholas Barlow, son of the famous
"Praise God—Bare Bones" of Cromwell's Parliament, opened
an office in London for the purpose of insuring buildings
against fire, known as "The Insurance Office at the Backside
of the Royal Exchange."
The earliest mention of fire marks was in 1682 when his

"Fire Office" issued a badge showing a Phoenix rising un
scathed from the flames. From this symbol, the "Fire Office"
was colloquially known' as "The Phoenix" and in 1705 it
officially assumed that name. Soon other offices and com
panies entered the business.

In 1708 the "Exchange House" organized "a company of
men versed and experienced in extinguishing and preventing
of fire" in buildings marked by the mark of their office. The
other offices followed. These men wore badges on their arms
to show their right to act, which also protected them from
the press gang.
The idea spread rapidly—here was a plan to spread the
risk and to reduce the risk—a small tax could take the place
of what would be an overwhelming calamity to the individual;
a true shock absorber. All over England, Scotland, Ireland,
and later on the Continent, companies were started. The great
fundamental and basic ideas underlying risk coverage and
loss prevention gradually emerged. The first insurance was on
buildings only—contents came later.

In 1710 "The Sun" office, oldest fire office in the world
and still operating, was organized. As did many others, it
absorbed many companies but none older than itself.
Each of the fire insurance companies had, of course, its
own fire brigade and its own Fire Mark. When an alarm was
raised, all the brigades responded on the double quick. On
arriving at the scene of the fire, they looked for the Fire
Mark, whereupon all except the one brigade whose emblem
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appeared on the building- either went back to bed or remained
nonchalantly in the background to cheer and jeer the firemen
of the rival office. If the building had no- insurance and no
Fire Mark, the luckless owner was just most unfortunate.
All the early Fire Marks in London were of lead with the
number of the insurance policy stamped on. They were bril-

fiantly painted, generally in red and gold, and as each office
usually assumed an amount not to exceed 1500 pounds sterl
ing, often fiye or six marla of different companies gave the
old-fashioned houses a rather gay appearance. Fixing the Fire
Mark was part of the contract of insurance. When policies
lapsed, the messenger took the Marks "down and they were
re-numbered and re-issued. About 110 different fire offices
were known to issue marks and those offices have issued at

least 253 variants between them. Many of those English
marks bore designs suggestive of heraldry—crowns, castles,
coats of arms.

The colonists on this side of the sea devoted themselves

first to fire fighting—insurance came later—^the reverse of
the English plan. New England can boast of the first organized

bucket brigade in America in 1696, but the first fire engine was
not brought over from London until twenty-two years later, in
1718. One record says that in 1719 an English fire engine
was purchased for fifty pounds sterling. The cost of fire
apparatus was provided for by a series of fines levied for

various offenses, and among them, 12 pence for presuming
to smoke tobacco on the streets of Philadelphia either by day
or night. Two more engines were brought from England in
1781. Finally an engine was built here in 1732, the year
George Washington was born.
In 1735, the versatile Dr. Franklin organized the first fire

brigade, which continued as the Union Fire Company for
over eighty years. The early American fire companies were
volunteer companies. In 1752 there were six fire companies in
Philadelphia with a membership of 225, employing eight
engines, 1055 buckets and 86 ladders. These companies were
organized for mutual assistance, each member paying for his
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own paraphernalia. Each company had its own name, its own
insignia, and full regalia. A fireman was a wondrous sight,
resplendent in gaudy cape, high , hat, huge belt and buckle
bearing his insignia, proudly bearing his horn, axe and leather
bucket. Their efforts were mostly confined to the protection

of their own homes, and the most prominent citizens belonged.
The Fire Mark stood as a guarantee to all fire brigades
that the insurance company which insured the house would
reward handsomely the brigade extinguishing the blaze. Com
petition among the fire companies waxed hot—some reaching
a stage of bloody noses and blackened eyes. The alarm of a
fire was the signal for a pell mell race of all the brigades in
the vicinity—the first one there had the right of way. Often
the race was close and recourse was had to fists—and any
thing else at hand. While the firemen debated the priorities
of their claims, the flames crackled merrily. But if the burn
ing house was barren of a Fire Mark—then with "False
alarm" they turned back, leaving the short-sighted owner to
his buckets. Superstition even played a part—^there seemed to
be a feeling that buildings marked were less likely to burn—
this being the feeling some times in far distant sections of the
world. Truly, incendiarism was less likely when the Marks
were in use.

Out of a dim and misty past, we have, a date—1736—and
a name—"Friendly Society of Charleston, South Carolina"—
but no records and nothing really definite. The first successful
fire insurance company in America was the "Philadelphia
Contributionship for the Insuring of Houses from Loss by
Fire." It was in 1752 that a number of the prominent citizens
of Philadelphia met and subscribed to certain Articles of
Agreement "for their own mutual security and for the common
security and advantage of their fellow citizens and others."
These articles were called a Deed of Settlement and for over

a hundred years it was signed by all who took out a policy
in the company. Of course, our ever resourceful Dr. Franklin
was the guiding spirit—and with his flair for advertising,
Fire Marks came into use in America.

OLD FIREMARKS
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The first recorded Mark in America was of terra cotta

but no specimen has ever been found. Just one year before
John Stowe was called upon to recast the Liberty Bell, he
made one hundred marks for this company. This design, the
"Hand in Hand"—four hands clasped at the wrist—was cast
of lead and mounted on a shield. There have been eighteen
different issues of this mark—war scarcities have limited its
more recent use. In the beginning policies were issued to its

members, who were called "Contributors," for a period of
seven years, upon payment of a deposit, personal liability

being included for half as much'more. In 1763, the Contribu
tors unanimously voted to create a surplus fund out of profits
and to do away with their personal liability. In 1810, the
plan was changed to cover perpetual insurance.
True, the Contributionship had been organized to absorb
risks, but soon there was a large loss because the firemen had

been hampered in getting their hand pumpers up close, due
to great trees in front of the house. Then, too, Franklin had

a theory that lightning was attracted by green trees. So in
1781, the Contributionship passed the following resolution:
"Resolved: that no houses having a tree or trees planted be
fore them shall be insured or re-insured." Philadelphia was
filled >vith beautiful, friendly trees and the new ruling stirred
up indignation, but when you are the only company, it doesn't
matter so much.

On October 21, 1784, a group met and organized "The
Mutual Assurance Company for Insuring Houses from Loss

by Fire in and near Philadelphia." Yes, this company would
insure houses with trees in front of them—"for an extra

charge." It was natural that this company should use as its
insignia a green tree—^mounted on a wooden shield—and to
this day, it is known as "The Green Tree."

These old companies had a unique plan with their direc
tors—the directors met generally at a public house about six
P.M., and while they received no remuneration for their

services, other than their supper, they were fined two shillings
if they were late or absent, and these fines were applied to
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erecting milestones, the first Jn this part of America, on the
highways leading from Philadelphia. These milestones can be
seen to this day. During the Revolution, the company aided in
protecting the city of Philadelphia from fire by sweeping the
chimneys of those houses where the owners were away and
the British soldiers were quartered.
The beautiful offices of these two old companies are on
South Fourth Street below Walnut, and are worth a special
trip to see. The Deed of Settlement of the Contributionship,
kept in a special vault, covers fifteen feet and is made of
parchment. With the 1774 signatures attached, it has a length
of 44 feet. Benjamin Franklin was the first private citizen"
to sign the deed. The old garden and house—^this is the third
location of the company—are really beautiful.
The charter for this old company, which was recently

discovered by accident when the contents of a-vault were
examined preparatory to moving it to another location, is a
ten-page document signed by John Penn, Lieutenant Governor
and grandson of William Penn, founder of the colony. In the
same year of its issuance, the Charter was confirmed by the
Privy Council of George III, meeting at the Court of St.
James. According to the minutes of that meeting, "the King's
Most Gracious Majesty" was among those present.
During the Revolution, many of these old lead Fire Marks
were torn down by the British soldiers and the lead melted
into bullets—much as the Hessians used the unbound Bible

pages of Christopher Sower to bed their horses in the old
printing office at Germantown. The quality and design of those
early marks are one of the exciting things about this hobby—
every company followed with many variants.
It is fortunate indeed that the subscribers to "The Uni

versal Tontine Association"—almost a lottery plan, meeting

in Independence Hall on November 12, 1792, voted to change
their plan and to organize the great Insurance Company of
North America, which was actually started with a capital of
$600,000.00—^truly an enormous sum in those days. The first
mark, adopted iii 1794, is described as "a wavy star of six

(above)
FIRE MARK

CITY INSURANCE COMPANY
CINCINNATI

(below)
FIRE MARK

CHAMBERSBURG MUTUAL FIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY
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points, cast in lead and mounted on a wooden shield." It was
believed that none of these marks were in existence, but the
hunt for the "Star" mark began when a noted collector and
authority discovered a tell-tale stain on a brick house in Race
Street, near Second, Philadelphia. The wooden shield was at
last located in the possession of a carpenter, but on the shield
there was nailed a common "Fire Plug" mark of the Fire

Association of Philadelphia. However, closer examination
showed a faint outline on the wood which proved that* the
shield originally carried the "Star" which after constant
searching was discovered in a second-hand shop in Baltimore.
Chemical tests proved the age of the lead, the "Star" fitted
the old wooden shield precisely, nail hole for nail hole, line for
line—and today the only known specimen of this early mark
has a favored place in the display of the Insurance Company
of North America—a priceless mark.
The second issue of the Insurance Company of North
America was a leaden eagle on a wooden plaque, of which
not more than three specimens have survived the ravages of
time. The third issue was a copper mark, oval in shape', which
came into use soon after 1800. The mark displays an eagle
rising from a cloud, and not more than six specimens are
known to exist today. The fourth and last issue, dating 1830,
is very similar, differing in the beaded edge.
Philadelphia has always been a leader in insurance. The
story of its companies—Life, Fire and Casualty—^through
panics, wars, has been most inspiring. The Baltimore Equit
able with its mark of two clasped hands, and The Insurance
Company of the State of Pennsylvania were organized soon
after, in 1794.
The fire-fighting companies in many cases went into the
business of insurance. The Fire Association of Philadelphia,
was originally organized in 1817 by nine volunteer fire and
hose companies including "The Good Intent," "Diligent,"
"Perseverance,"- "Hand in Hand" and others. Later other
companies were added until there were forty-eight companies
that were the original sponsors. On each of the eleven different

.
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marks issued by this company, they displayed the old-time
fire plug and the letters F.A. The first mark shows a full
stream of water gushing from the hose, the second a short
hose ending to the right of the center and without the water.
Most of the marks were of iron, but those issued in 1857 were

of lead, and are very rare, as are also the twelve brass marks
issued about 1859. A like mark, but F.I. with the plug, was
used by a New Orleans company.
In 1860 the United Firemen's Insurance Company was

organized with thirty-two fire and hose companies behind it.
Their fire mark shows the old time fire engine, the- first three
variants having the letters "U F" and the last two the name

of the company written out. Their marks were the first to be
screwed into the wall of the risk, as prior to this time hand-

wrought nails were in common use. There have been "Fire
men's" companies organized in many states from New Jersey
to California.

In 1865 New York City did away with its volunteer fire

companies; London in 1866 and Philadelphia in 1871—all or
ganized professional, paid fire companies and much of the
glamour of the old fire fighters became history. A book could
be written on the Amenities of if'ire Fighting—the gorgeous,
colorful hats, parade uniforms, belts, staves, buckets, trump
ets, "macheens"—a story as thrilling as anything in our
national life.

Fire Marks became fire plates—still interesting but not

a part of the insurance policy coverage. Fire Marks, or plates,
have been issued, I believe, in fifty-six countries—of course,

the great numbers have been in Great Britain and the United
States. A most interesting story would be the names—nearly

always there was the idea of cooperation—Hope, Hand-inHand, Friendly, Amicable, Equitable, Guardian, Contributionship—again and again we have the design- of the clasped
hands.' There was the idea of assistance and help—a woman

weeping and turning away from a house still in flames, chil
dren at her knees,' and the good angel of Insurance in attend

ance with a bag of golJ.

OLD FIRBMARKS
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The designs of those early Fire Marks are often the de

veloping story of fire fighting—the quaint old hand pumpers.
Made of lead, pewter, copper, brass, iron and tin, some were
very elaborate, as for instance that of the City Insurance
Company of Cincinnati. Their great rarity and money value
have naturally been a great temptation to the making of fakes
and reproductions, and it is .necessary to use the greatest
caution and scientific research iii verification" and authenti

cation. Marks have been stolen off the very historic buildings
of Independence Square. Wherever possible, a collector should
check original locations and secure photostatic copies of orig
inal Company records. I have an early elliptical-shaped
wooden shield Green Tree which was stolen by a young man
the night of the Tunney-Dempsey fight. He afterwards spent
a year in jail for his rash act. The mark finally recovered
by the owner was wrapped in cloth and kept hidden for a
number of years until it came into my collection.
The Chambersburg Mutual Fire mark with its quaint old
engine carries a most interesting story. This company, organ
ized in 1833, continued in business for nearly forty years.
During the Civil War, the Confederates on their farthest raid
north and before they headed southward toward Gettysburg—
where, as you will remember, the Northern troops were
coming from the'South and the Southern troops were coming
from the North—came to Chambersburg and demanded an
enormous indemnity of specie money or they would burn the
town—and burn it they did, and of course, destroyed the most
.of the fire marks. Told that "the Episcopal Manse was the
Masonic Building, they allowed it to remain and high up on
its front is a fine original mark. I and many other ardent
collectors have tried to secure by some consideration that

historic mark, but the rector has been adamant. However, I
secured a fine original Chambersburg mark from a beautiful
colonial stone house built in 1787 in Mercersburg, Penn
sylvania.
It is interesting to know that the Mutual Insurance Com
pany of Washington County, Hagerstown, Maryland, founded
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in 1846, and using the clasped hands on their mark, operated '
as a Mutual for many years so successfully that when it be
came incorporated as a Stock Company, for a time they con
tinued to call it "The Mutual Insurance Company of Wash
ington County."
Collecting fire marks is a hobby, which develops thrilling

experiences and rare friendships. Some years ago, the Trav
elers Insurance Company organized an affiliate—The Charter
Oak Fire Insurance Company. I had learned that their Phila

delphia Manager had located several of the marks of-the
original Charter Oak Mutual. Naturally I wanted to see, to

touch, and possibly to secure, one of those ancient trophies.
I visited him. He- told me that he had given one mark to the

president of the new Company, but he showed me the other.
I fondled it. I wanted it. Would he sell it, how much, would he

dispose of it? I tried to tell him of my enthusiasm. Finally
he said: "Mr. Swigart, you like that mark, don't you?" "Yes,
indeed. To some it may be just a piece of old metal, but to me
it speaks of traditions and history. I think it is a wonderful
thing." "Well," he said, to my great joy and surprise, "I think
I would like to give it to you." Almost speechless, I said to
him: "You have placed me under very great obligation. How
can I repay you? What is your hobby?" "I have two hobbies,

I guess," he said. "One is the Germantown Cricket Club and
the other is—collecting friends." What a hobby—I have been
thrilled over that experience ever since.
There a.re several great collections of Fire Marks—there
is the very complete collection of American plates of the.
Insurance Company of North America, on the twelfth floor
of their building on the Parkway, in Philadelphia; and there
is the great Harold Smith Museum of the Home Insurance

Company on Maiden Lane, in New York, with over 3,000
specimens—1431 specifically different. You are invited to visit
my own collections in our lovely century-old Insurance Build
ing in Huntingdon." I have yisited wonderful collections in
England, and have to wonder what the War has done to them.
Just before the War, I visited the Chartered Insurance
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Institute in London, with its more than four hundred different
English marks on display, in addition to a world-wide collec
tion. I hope it is still intact. When King George V formally
opened the Institute in June of 1934, he said: "Insurance
affords protection against those contingencies which even the
most reckless cannot ignore and the most far-seeing are often
powerless to avert." Insurance is a growing, living part of our
lives today—it gives stability, permanence, to every part of
our daily lives, makes possible the continuance of commerce
and manufacture.

Many of the old companies are gone. Their '.'marks" remain
to tell of the ardent dreams and hopes of their organizers.
If we can open our minds and our hearts, every great industry
has romantic, heart-gripping stories that have added to its
interest, its joy and its success. An invention of the very
earliest days of insurance and fire prevention, the Fire Mark
has been the token of sure protection and indemnity and of
loss prevention—in a great and essential industry.

(JV. Emmert Swigart has been in the insurance business for many
years—he is president of Swigart Associates, Inc.—a progressive local
and general agency in Huntingdon, Penna.—is a director of several dif
ferent insurance companies, and holds numerous other offices in his
community and in the insurance world.

Mr. Swigart is a collector and hobbyist—being interested in automobiliana, fire marks, clocks, coins, antiques, and many other things.
In the offices of Swigart Associates, Inc., at Huntingdon are many of
Mr. Swigart's treasures; and there is a Museum building at the back of

the office garden where many items out of the past are assembled, show
ing the development of the great automobile industry.)

Horsham Preparative Meeting
Charles Harper Smith

Horsham Preparative Meeting" was-set up by the-Abington
Monthly during the second decade of the 18th Century and
remained under the care of its parent until 1782, when it
withdrew and combined with Byberiy to form its own monthly
meeting. An outline of its history during the intervening
years is contained in the records of Abington Meeting, to which
all important issues were referred for decision. Its own
minutes^ are more detailed and informative, but unfortunately
the two extant volumes begin with the year 1757. Thus our
knowledge of its formative years is confined to infrequent
references in the Abington records, plus such meagre collateral
information as may be obtained from secular sources.
It is evident, however, that the Meeting was set up fpr the
convenience of a small group of Abington members who began
to buy land in the lower end of Horsham township about the
year 1709, thus forming an island of settlement in otherwise
unoccupied territory. Warrington township in Bucks county
was still beyond the pale; Upper Moreland on one side and
Upper Horsham on the other were in the hands of non-resident
owners who were waiting for higher prices; it was only in
Upper Dublin to the southwest that bona fide settlers were
beginning to clear their lands. The Abington Meeting House
was several miles away and the only roads were woodland
trails.

First to arrive were Thomas Palmer, Thomas Iredell,
William Lucken and Peter Davis, all probably during the year
1709. By March 1712, they had been joined by John CadwalIn the Friends' Record Room of the Swarthmore College Library.
66
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lader, Ellis Davis and Joshua Holt,- followed a few months
later by Richard Kenderdine. These eight families, with
Ephriam Beaton, Ellis Lewis, Richard and Robert Whitton
of Upper Dublin, and Bartholomew Longstreth of Warminster
are the only known members of the original Meeting.
Its establishment was undoubtedly promoted by Samuel
Carpenter, who donated the 50 acres of land which the Meeting
still owns. His motives may not have been entirely unselfish,
for he owned some 4,200 acres in Horsham which he was eager
to sell to his Quaker friends, having lost almost his entire
fortune in Queen Anne's War. Before his death in April 1714,
he was able to dispose of 2,500 acres to actual or prospective
settlers and the remainder was later confiscated by Sir William
Keith through legal chicanery.
The 50 acres lay in the center of the settlement, surrounded
on all sides by Quaker landowners. Physical possession was
taken by the Meeting before or shortly after Carpenter's
death, as is shown by a minute of 6mo.23,1758, recording the
payment of £ 1-9-5 as quit-rent on the land for the preceding
44 years. Apparently more than a generation had passed
before the trustees realized that their deed of gift was subject
to the Proprietor's ground-rent of sixpence per year, with
accrued interest.

This deed was not executed by Carpenter's heirs until
July 1,'1718,® but the text describes the land as situated in the
township "called or to be called Horsham," an indication that
the draught was made before Samuel's death and that the
name was one of the conditions of his grant. He had already
named his plantation "Horsham" in memory of his old home
in Sussex, and he wished it to be perpetuated. The four-year
interval represents the time required by the little colony to

' ^ These seven men, with John Barnes, a non-Quaker settlerj signed
the petition for confirmation of the Welsh Road in March, 1712 (Road
Records of Phila. Court of Qr. Sess., Packet 21, M 6).
» Phila. deed bk. F 1, 235.
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qualify as a subsidiary meeting, and to appoint trustees
authorized to take title to real estate according to Quaker
custom.

As soon as the York Road was laid out,- additional lands

were opened to settlement. Among new m.embers of the Meet

ing before 1720 were Evan Lloyd, John Lucken, John Dyer and
Everard Bolton, Jr., of Horsham; Samuel Spencer and John
Cunrad of Upper Dublin; and Sampson Davis, Emanuel
_Dungworth, John Michener, Thomas Wood, Thomas and
Edward Parry of Moreland.

An organized meeting was first mentioned at Abington
on 7mo.24,1716, when "Horsham ffriends" were permitted to
hold "a Constant meeting on first days and Sixth days during

ye Winter Season," when regular attendance at Abington
would be well-nigh impossible. A "Youths' Meeting" was
authorized in March 1717 and the "General Meeting" of the

Monthly was held at Horsham that summer. The petition for
a full-fledged preparative meeting was approved on lOmo.30,
1717.

The first documentary evidence of a "Horsham meeting
hous" is found in the marriage certificate of Peter Davis and
Rebecca Michener, whose wedding took place there on Janu

ary 15, 1718. The foregoing facts indicate, however, that it
had been built some time before that date, probably soon after

possession of the land was taken. It was a small stone struc
ture, erected near the center of the triangular plot of ground
now enclosed by Easton Road, Norristown Road, and the
graveyard wall.

It is not surprising that stone was used in its construction,
even in that early day, for there was an inexhaustible supply
of excellent material a few feet below the surface and John
Cadwallader was a competent mason. Besides, these English
settlers were not accustomed to wooden buildings at home, and

they replaced their first rude shelters of clap-boards or logs
as soon as possible. An exception was William Lucken, whose
well-built log house succumbed to a Navy bull-dozer only four
years ago.

HORSHAM PREPARATIVE MEETING
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ByberryRoad wias laid out to Byberry Meeting in 1720; and
Norristown Road to Gwynedd three years later. In the mean
time Governor Keith opened the Easton Road to his Horsham
plantation. The Meeting was ho longer isolated and during

the next decade many new members were added,.among them
John Jarrett and Peter Lucken of Horsham; James Paul and

John Jones of Warrington; William Stockdale of Warminster;
and Thomas Lloyd, John Dawson, William Hancock, Thomas
Pennington, Isaac and Jeremiah Walton of Moreland.
. There were undoubtedly numerous others whose names are

lost with the early minutes. And early Friends' records, ad
mirable as they are when compared with those.kept by other
denominations, are still woefully incomplete. Recording of
births and deaths was voluntary, and was frequently ignored
by even the most dutiful families. Membership lists were
apparently not kept; at least none have been preserved. Their
minutes were largely taken up with the appointment of com
mittees, marriage bans, mediation of disputes between indi
viduals, and punishment of violators of Quaker discipline. It
was possible for persons who were neither leaders nor trouble

makers to remain members in good standing throughout a life

time without ever being named in the minutes of their meeting.
By 1724, the meeting house had become so overcrowded

that it was decided to build another alongside, with a common

wall between them. Old foundation, walls uncovered some years
ago seem to indicate that the new structure was placed on the
Easton Road side of the original room. It was known as "the

bigg House," and had a second-story gallery in which younger
members sometimes raised a disturbance. The first building,
was thereafter called "the little house," and was reserved for
the women's meeting.

The architect of both buildings was almost certainly the
stonemason John Cadwallader, who also rebuilt the Gwynedd
Meeting House in 1726. An eminently pious man, he had been
one of the original proponents of Horsham Meeting and was its
first recognized minister. Not content with spreading Quaker
doctrine in his own community, he was authorized to' visit
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neighboring: monthly meetings as early as 1716, he went to the
Barbadoes three years later, and many of his remaining years
were spent as a traveling .minister in the-American Colonies,
England and Wales. His last voyage took him to the Virgin
Islands, where he died at Tortola in 1742. He was the only
minister of the Horsham Preparative honored by a biography
in the book of Quaker memorials published in 1788.
His second wife, Margaret (Owen) Peters, was also a
minister, as were his daughter Jane, his son John, the latter's
wife Elizabeth and her father, the venerable Abel Hinkson,
who spent his declining years in Horsham. The Cadwallader
family probably provided most of the public testimony during
the Meeting's earlier years, but they were ably assisted by
Thomas Iredell, John Michener, Richard Kenderdine, Evan
and Thomas Lloyd, Thomas and Edward Parry, Richard
Whitton and Sampson Davis, all of whom served repeatedly as
overseers, committeemen, and representatives at the Quarterly.
In 1758, Abington appointed a committee of prominent
Friends to inquire into the affairs of the Horsham Preparative,
and particularly to ascertain the terms of Samuel Carpenter's
grant of land and to report on the manner in which his pro
visions had been complied with. They found he had stipulated
that a meeting house should be erected, a school founded, and
a burial place set apart; the remainder of the land was to be
rented and the resulting income be distributed among needy
members of the Meeting. They reported that all these con
ditions had been "decently complied with except that of Dis
tributing to poor friends."
Instead of paying out the rent money annually, the Meeting
had put it out at interest and had used the income to pay the
tuition of the children of indigent parents in approved schools.
The original settlers were fairly well educated, at least most
of them signed their names with a practised hand, and they
evidently determined that younger members should be equally
well schooled, even at their parents' expense. That they were
not. entirely successful is shown in the great increase of il
literacy among the second and third generations.
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There is little doubt, however, that some sort of school was
set'up immediately, probably in'the original meeting house.
In 1739, as the weathered datestone shows, a separate school
building was set up along the graveyard wall inside the tri
angle which held the meeting houses. It is still in good condi
tion and, though no longer a school, is in active use by the
Meeting. John Ewer was school-master in the 1760S, Thomas
Hallowell a few years later, and Samuel Gummere at the turn
of the century.

Shortly after 1740, the Meeting joined with Baptists and
Presbyterians in building the little stone school house on Byberry Road east of Hatboro, which served that community
until Loller Academy was founded. Some Horsham children
also attended a school built by Gwynedd Meeting before the
Revolution on Schoolhouse Lane (recently renamed Cedar Hill
Road) just off Horsham Road above Prospectville. After 1805,
these members were served by the school built by the Meeting
at Babylon, in the center of the township.
The first known interment in the Meeting's burial ground

was the body'of Peter Davis, who died in 1719, a year after his
marriage. But there was heavy mortality during the first
years, both among infants and their mothers, many of whom
had been gently reared and proved unable to cope with the
hardships of pioneer life. Among those who succumbed
quickly were Mary (Castle) and Hannah (Michener), the first
wives of John Cadwallader and Joshua Holt. The yard was

enclosed, partly by a wall and partly by a fence, both of which
required frequent repairs as time went on. In November 1769,
the Monthly requested Horsham to remove all grave stones,
which had recently come to be regarded as marks of worldly
ostentation. The request was obeyed slowly and with some
reluctance, but the yard was reported clear of stones a year
later.

The farm-land was put to use early by cleai'ing off the
timber and building a farm-house and a stable, apparently on

the sites of the present tenant-house arid barn. When the
committee of inquiry met in 1758, the annual income to the
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Meeting was £ 6-10. Benjamin Bond, a grandson of John

Cadwallader, was the tenant then and for a number of years
afterward. The "frunt" of the stable had to be repaired in
1758, and a new "horstable" took its place in 1772.
Both meeting houses were heated by stoves which had been

installed at an unknown but obviously early date, since by
1761, the stove in the larger room was smoking badly and in
urgent need of repair. Two members were ordered to cut a

hole in the floor and build a hearth. What effect the new

hearth was expected to have on the operation of the stove is
difficult to determine; at any rate it proved unsatisfactory
and a new stove was ordered the next year at a cost of
£ 28-9-10. No further trouble is recorded except that in 1771
the stove-pipe caught fire and almost burned the building.

The job of firing the stoves and sweeping the meeting
houses was, for 30 years or more, a perquisite of the Holt
family, which lived a few rods further up Easton Road in a
house which is still standing. Old Joshua Holt was in charge
until his death in 1761; he was succeeded in turn-by his son
Mordecai, his son-in-law William Walton, and his grandson
Jesse Holt. The customary fee was £5 per year.
By 1765 both houses were in need of repair and "the Room
was Scant," so a question arose whether it were better to re-

habitate them or to erect a new and larger building. A sub
scription list for a new meeting house was circulated, but the
response was disappointing. Four years later, something had
to be done, so a program of extensive repair was undertaken
and went forward for a period of three years as the money
came in. During the process, the dividing wall between the
two houses was broken through in order that, as the minutes
express it, "by adding some part of the little house to this

roome, there would be a better Conveniency for accomodating
the women friends in a throng time."
Thus renovated, the double building served the Preparative
and its succeeding Monthly until 1803, when it was razed and
a more commodius and picturesque location was chosen on the

opposite side of Easton Road. There the present meeting
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house was built with plain but graceful lines, surrounded by
oaks of the primeval forest to form a setting rarely equalled
in Southeastern Pennsylvania.^
Quaker meetings in the 18th Century exercised a degree of
supervision over their members almost inconceivable to the
present generation. As a result, their minutes are replete with
long and often dreary lists of disciplinary measures. In general,
they reflect the efforts of the elder members, many of whom
had been brought up in the settled society of Europe, to impose
their standards of conduct on a younger generation born to a
rough pioneer life in which the struggle for existence produced
coarser moral as well as physical fibre. Some-members were
lost in the process, but most offenders were amenable to disci
pline. The threat of disownment was a potent weapon, for the
victim became outcast among his own people and was not
likely to be accepted by the equally clannish Baptists and
Presbyterians.
Waves of reform occasionally swept over individual meet
ings. During the year 1730, a great turmoil was stirred up
at Gwynedd when it was discovered that younger members
had learned vicious habits from their worldly neighbors. Num
erous instances of singing and dancing by members were
uncovered, while one penitent acknowledged that he had
"actual Engaged in the Wicked Practice of Playing Cards"
and another asked forgiveness for "indulging some of his
neighbors to fiddle in his house."
Similar outbreaks of deviltry may have been recorded in

* Several of these trees far outdate the Meeting. When a census of
"Penn trees"'was taken by Dr. Edward E. Wildman in 1932 (Penn's
Woods, Christopher Sower Co., Phila., 1933) the red oak at the entrance
of the grounds was the lai-gest found, and a white oak measuring 19' 1"
at breast height was the fifth largest discovered in Southeastern Penn
sylvania. Still more remarkable, in local opinion, was the giant sassafras
which stood outside the graveyard wall. It was taken down about 30
years ago and only a fragment of the stump now remains. Dr. Wildman

says^ it was more than 15' 9" in gdi'th, larger than any living sassafras
he found. In 1852 it was 13' around (Bean's Histoi-y, p. 880).
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the lost minutes of the Horsham Preparative, but in later
years they were remarkably few. In 1764, younger members
were precautioned against attending "a particular horse Rase
to be held in Philadelphia at the time of the Yearly Meeting,"
and several years later four young bloods were haled before
the Monthly "for going in the Night to take Pears from the
owner without his leave, and from thence to Several other

Houses making a noise, Disturbing People in their Beds and
doing Damage to the Property of Several Persons." So much
pother was raised about this escapade that Thomas Iredell, one
of the boys, ran away from home to escape the consequences.
On another occasion, a young matron was forced to make
abject apology for attending a party with her husband, dressed
in a suit of his clothes.

Among the really serious offences that must continually
be dealt with was overindulgence in intoxicants. In an age
when the use of alcohol was almost universal, both among men
and women, Quaker meetings were unable to enforce total
abstinence. But their testimony against drunkenness was
strong, and any member who habitually became "disguised by
strong Drink"—to repeat the quaint expression used in the
minutes—was warned of his outgoings, and suffered disownment if he persisted in his evil ways. The private distillation
of liquor was sternly suppressed and the Meeting was able to
prevent the opening of taverns in Horsham until the Revolu
tionary period, long after the main roads in surrounding
townships were lined with licensed inns and tippling houses.
Another ever-present concern was the settlement of differ
ences between individuals, for no member was permitted to
proceed at law against another until every resource of the
Meeting had been exhausted. Typical of these disputes was a
quarrel between William Lucken and Ellis Davis in 1718 about
the exact location of a line post between their properties in
what is now the middle of Privet Road.

Davis was ah ill-

tempered man, given to abusive language, and the verdict of
the Meeting was against him, as, it was on several other
occasions.

-

-
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Then there were the frequent complaints against debtors
who failed to pay their creditors promptly. The granting of
private, unsecured loans was common practice in those days,
and there were several chronic debtors in the Meeting who
made little or no effort to settle their accounts. After months

or sometimes years of negotiation by the Meeting, most of
them were finally turned over to the Sheriff, to the evident
relief of the membership.
Most frequent of all was the punishment of illicit or un
orthodox love-making. Breaches of propriety were followed
by summary disownment, with the reason therefor stated
baldly in the minutes. Less serious offences were dealt with
according to the Quaker marriage code, which became more
strict from generation to generation. In the beginning,- mar
riage to first cousins or to non-members passed unnoticed or
was forgiven by a public confession of wrong-doing. This was
perhaps a biologic necessity, but when the supply of suitable
mates within the Society became adequate, the code became
ever more exacting until at last the marriage of first cousins
once removed was prohibited, while marriages out of unity
resulted in instant disownment and witnesses of such cere

monies were required to offer an apology.

The strangest taboo, shared by other religious denomina
tion at that time, was the prohibition against marriage to a
near relative of a deceased wife or husband. A second spouse
could not be more nearly related to his or her predecessor than
the latter had been to the original mate. For example, when
the marriage of first cousins was forbidden, a man was not
permitted to marry the first cousin of his first wife. Such
unions were regarded as incestuous and were punished by
disownment on minute, without argument or discussion. The
most notable-instance at Horsham Meeting occurred in 1752,
when the second William Lukens married Elizabeth Pennington, a cousin of his first wife Martha. But Lukens had many
friends in the Meeting and he and Elizabeth were permitted to
re-enter the fold after an interval of several years.

70

BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY . OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Friends' testimony against war was first tested in 1759,
when General Forbes began outfitting his expedition to retake
Fort Pitt. This was a popular undertaking because the French,
after Braddock's defeat, had incited their Indian allies to
attack the western settlements, causing much fear and indig
nation throughout the Province. Gwynedd Meeting was almost

disrupted when Joseph Richardson, one of its menibers, was
made captain of a company of volunteer militia. No Horsham

members enlisted, so far as the records show, but several of
the younger men assisted a "press gang" stationed in Moreland township to commandeer horses for the use of the army,

and John Jarrett was accused of. helping to gather up
wagons.

The culprits were brought before the Meeting,, where all
offered an acceptable apology except Mordecai Holt, who
readily admitted that he had acted contrary to discipline but,

through stubborness or honest conviction, refused to, say that
he was sorry. Thereupon his case was laid before the Monthly
and he was exhorted in vain by one committee after another
for an entire year, at the end of which the Meeting agreed to
forego the apology in view of the "great tenderness" which it
felt toward him. Now Holt, like, William Lukens, was an
important man in his home meeting and internal politics was
not unknown, even among Quakers.
The supreme, test of Quaker doctrine came with the out
break of the Revolution. Lexington and Concord electrified

the Colonies and during the remainder, of that year wa^ fever
ran high among Quakers as well as others. In July and August,
many young men of the Meeting began drilling under the

leadership of their fellow-member, Isaac Longstreth'of Hatboro, who had been appointed captain of the first company of
Associators mustered in the neighborhood. The officers of the
Meeting were greatly disturbed and took immediate counter
action by appointing a large committee to visit the recruits
individually and urge them to return to the faith of their
fathers. The majority recanted, but Longstreth. and half a
dozen others were read out of meeting.
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After the campaigns of 1776 indicated that the war would
be long and bloody, the ardor of the populace cooled and the
Militia Law of 1777 was substituted for voluntary recruiting.
All the able-bodied men of military age in the Meeting were

automatically enrolled in the State Militia and could escape
service only by paying muster and substitute fines. The Phila
delphia Yearly Meeting took a thoroughly.unrealistic view of
the situation, for it forbade its members either to join the
militia or to pay fines.
But each military district had its collector of fines, em
powered to seize and sell the property of delinquents. Dutiful
Quakers were thus placed in an impossible position and many
pitiable subterfuges were resorted to as a means of escape.
The wife of Peter Lukens left the money in a room of their

house, then stood aside while the collector went in and found
it. Amos Jones of Warrington first denied that he had paid
fines and then admitted that he had. Since he had apparently
perjured himself, his gentle little mother, then in her 80s, came
forward and claimed that she had paid without his knowledge.
Since the rule would have depopulated all Quaker meetings
if it had been enforced throughout the war, members were
later permitted to pay military fines and even take the oath
of allegiance provided they made public acknowledgement of
their error after each oifense. This plan worked quite well at
Horsham except in the memorable case of Amos Jones' brother
Jonathan, the blacksmith at Neshaminy, who refused to say he
was sorry. He was labored with patiently but unsuccessfully
for more than a year and the charge was about to die of inertia
when someone remembered that he had bought a slave 20
years before and had refused mediation. Faced with this
double indictment, he was disowned forthwith.
Such incidents loom much larger in these pages than in the
minutes of the Meeting. There, for months at a time, no
reference is found to the war then raging within the borders
of the State and sometimes in the immediate vicinity. It is
candidly admitted that some members were exchanging their
produce for contraband British goods, but otherwise the
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Meeting professed to be strictly neutral, meting out equal
punishment to young hot-heads who joined either the Amer
ican or the British armies."

Dutiful Quakers lived to themselves during these troubled
years, in a world apart. They bore their fines, trebled taxes,
and the opprobrium of their neighbors without protest or
recrimination, so far as their records show. In their daily
lives, they sowed and reaped, bought and" sold land, married,
raised families, and prospered generally in the manner of
peacetime. They came out of the war stronger and more
united than ever before. When the hatreds and prejudices of

wartime subsided, they resumed their place in society and
remained the controlling influence in their community for a
century afterward.

The Oak Tree Debating Society*
By Mrs. A. Conrad Jones

In this day of the popularity of the Forum, the RoundTable and the Conference Group in awakening discussion, it
is interesting to note that in years past no less seriously were
topics discussed by the Debating Society. As a source of enter
tainment though more serious, the Debating Society paralleled
the Singing School, but with the wide difference that member
ship was limited to men only.

i would like to present to this Society the Minute Book
covering the proceedings the first year of the Oak Tree De
bating Society.
On the evening of January 7, 1851, a number of gentlemen
met at the Oak Tree School House in Lower Providence Town

ship for the purpose of forming a Debating Society. The
officers elected were: President, Samuel C. Shearer; Secretary,
Moses Pierce; Treasurer, Henry Heiser. From the Constitu
tion and By-Laws we leam that the admission fee was 12i/^c,
to be paid toward defraying the expenses for fuel, light, etc.
The meetings were held Tuesday evenings at 7 o'clock. No
member could occupy the floor longer than fifteen minutes
at one time. Those chosen to speak on a question, who should
refuse, would be fined 6J/4c. Later this penalty was increased
to 12i/^c.
At each meeting members handed in questions for discus

sion, from which one was chosen for debate at the following
meeting. The President chose two "Associate Judges" at each
meeting, who rendered the decisions. From six to twelve
members appeared at each meeting on the affirmative and
negative, and the debate continued from one and a. half to
*Read before the Society, November 17, 1945.
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three hours. Political questions seem to have been barred out.
The following- were among subjects chosen for debate:
"Which has caused the most destruction, Fire or
Water?"

"Which is the most pleasing to the eye of man,
the works of Nature or the works of Man?"

"Ought Capital punishment be abolished?"
"Which ought to be the most honored, Washington
or Columbus?"

"Which is the happiest, a single or married life?"
"Which has caused the greater evil, war or in
temperance?"

This debate must have been in the nature of a dress rehearsal,

for by vote of the members, a special meeting was called for
Saturday evening, April 3, when according to invitation, a
number of ladies were present, when the subject was again
debated, with the affirmative decision on War.

Possibly the lasting historic value of this little book is the
list of thirty-eight members who composed the Society, ap
pended hereto:
Michael Ottinger
Theodore Bean
Thomas Owen
David Pennick
William Pennick
John Whitworth

William Logan
John Riser
William Reese
William Bean

William Laird
Samuel Riser

Henry Riser

Isaac Kolp

John A. Riser
James Walker

John Davis

Phillip Sheaf

Aaron Riser

Isaiah Richards

Renry Kolp

I. Henry Owen

Michael McKan
William Whitesides

John Widroder
Lewis Williams

Samuel C. Shearer

Michael Widroder

Moses Peirce

Frederick Markley

OAK TREE DEBATING SOCIETY

Arnold Casselberry
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Henry Ouster
Job Day

Jonathan Davis

John Pennypacker
Jeremiah Gray

Charles Waddle
Edward Bonter

(Editorial Note: Entered in one of "Jewett's New England Writing
Books," Boston, 1851, the Society possesses the Constitution, By-Laws
and all too brief minutes of the Centre Square Debating Society, which
must have "died a-borning," in 1853. The members whose names have
thus been preserved'for us are:

Presidents: Solomon Roth, Martin Rit^r.
Judges: Chas. Kershner, Jr., Peter Albright, Henry Roth, Elias
Friese.

Secretary: James Heckler.
Members

Enos Gaugler

Charles Wenner

Daniel Kershner

Reuben Kershner

J. Y. Heckler

Owen Roth

Paul Houser

Joseph Gackenbach
Joseph Reichart
George Kershner

Henry Grate
Tilghman Miller

Descendants of Rynear Tyso:n
By Charles R. Barker

(No "complete genealogy" need be looked for in the fol«lowing record. Nothing of the kind has been attempted, in a
compilation which has been largely the result of an effort to
identify a very obscure member of the family by the "process
of elimination." However, searchers who find an embarrass
ment of riches in the abundance of Tyson material afforded
by the registers of Abington Monthly Meeting, may discover
in these pages a short cut to their goal. So far as the writer
knows, no consecutive record of the descendants of Rynear
Tyson even for a few generations has ever been published,
although several branches have been written up, here and
there, with varying success and accuracy. For the present
compilation, it can be claimed that it is complete as far as it
goes, and that it goes farther than any previous attempt.
Of other families of Tyson, that of Cornelius, now widely
scattered through Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, is per
haps the best known. Some record of it will be found in "The
Perkiomen Region" (New Series), vol. XII, pp. 137, et seq.
A brief account of the progenitor appears in the "Roberts-

Walton Ancestry" by Clarence V. Roberts (pp. 279-80), and
there is also some material in the Frank Willing Leach Col
lections (Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania); vol. T-V, p. 5.
Miss Caroline A. Slotter, historian of the Tyson Family Asso
ciation, has traced connectedly more than 2,000 descendants
(as announced in 1935), but the results have not appeared
in print.
The Tysons of Darby, Pa., and of Welsh Tract, Delaware,
probably descended from Cornelius Tyson.
A brief record of the family of Richard Tyson, of Northern
Liberties, Philadelphia, has also been compiled by the writer
hereof.
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There was a family of Tyson in Lancashire, England, as
evidenced by the Friends' registers of that county.)
Abbreviations
adm

. administration

apptd
b.; B

appointed
born; births

bur. . . . !

buried

cert

certificate

CO
d.; D
dau
fam
gen.; Gen

county
died; deaths
daughter
family
genealogy; Genealogical

int

intentions

m.; M. . . :

married; marriages

mins

minutes

mo
Montg
mtg

•

N. Dist

0. C
Phila
pr

monthly
Montgomery
meeting
Northern District

•

Orphans' Court
.Philadelphia
.....proved

recs

records

s

son

"S. Digt
twp

Southern District
township

(Standard abbreviations are also used)
1. RYNEAR TYSON; b. ab. 1659, in Germany; d. 7-271745, Abington twp., Philadelphia co.. Pa.; m.
Margaret
His will was dated 21 December 1741;
pr. Oct. 26, 1745.
(Phila. Wills, H p. 63.—Roberts-'Walton Ancestry, 270-3.—"The Friend"
XXX, 229.—Hough Papers (Colls. Gen. Soc. of Pa.), T-U pp. 126-30.—
Tyson-Fitzwater genealogy; 12.)

g4
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Children:

2.*Matthias; b. 6-31-1686.
3. Isaac; b. 9-7-1688.
4. Elizabeth; b. 8-7-1690; m. 9-27-1710 (2d int., Abington
Mo. Mtg.), William Lucken.
5. John; b. 10-19-1692.

6. Abraham; b. 8-10-1694.
7. Derrick; b. 9-6-1696.

8. Sarah; b. 12-19-1698; m. 6-27-1722 (2d int., Abington
Mo. Mtg.), John Kirk.
9. Peter; b. 3-6-1700.

10. Henry; b. 3-4-1702.
(Abington Mo. Mtg.,t M.B. & D., 106-330.—same, Mins., 1682-1746; 70,
116, 121, 125, 150, 153, 222.—Potts Fam. in America, 253.—TysonFitzwater gen., 12.)
Second Generation

2. MATTHIAS TYSON (s. of Rynear and Margaret);
b. 6-31-1686, Germantown, Phila.; d.
1727; m. 1-29-1708
(2d int., Abington Mo. Mtg.), 'Mary Potts, dau. of John Potts
of Wales. She m. (2) 10-25-1732 (2d-int., Abington Mo.
Mtg.), Thomas Fitzwater.

The will of Matthias Tyson wais dated 8' April 1727; pr.
May 12, 1727.
(Phila. Wills, E p. 46.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 189, 300.—same,
Mins., 1682-1746; 60.—Roberts-Walton Ancestiy, 273-4.—Hough Papers,
T-U, pp. 130-1.—Potts Fam., 253.)

*A bold-face number before the name of an individual directs the reader

to further information concerning him, in its proper order, beyond.
fMeeting and church records referred to, are the abstracts or copies of
the originals, in the collections of the Genealogical Society of Penn
sylvania.
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Children:

11. Margaret; b. 12-7-1708/9; m. 8-23-1729, Abington
Mtg., William Hallowell.

12. Mary; b. 3-25-1710; m. 10-18-1729, Abington Mtg.,
Ellis Lewis.

13. Rynear'; b. 6-24-1711.
14. John; b. 12-20-1712; d.

1742, unmarried.

15. Sarah; b. 10-10-1714; dead in 1742.
16. Elizabeth; b. 9-14-1716; d. young.
17. Isaac; b. 8-20-1718; m. 3-26-1748, Abington Mtg.,
Esther Shoemaker. (For descendants, see Shoemaker

Fam. of Cheltenham, 13, 46, etc.; "Old Phila.
Fams.," in Phila. "North American,"; Hist, of
Baltimore City and Co., 771; Colonial Fams. of
U. S. A.; II, 730-6.)
18. Matthew; b. 7-1720; d. young.
19 Martha; b. 3-12-1722; dead in 1727.

20. Elizabeth; b. 10-15-1723; m. 3-31-1742 (2d int., Abing
ton Mo. Mtg.), John Fitzwater.
21. Matthew; b.
1725; d. young.
22. Matthew; b. 1-14-1727.
(Phila. Wills F p. 293.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 21, 49, 53, 56,
77, 338.—same, Mins., 1682-1746; 246.—Tyson-Fitzwater gren., 12-3.)

3. ISAAC TYSON (s. of Rynear and Margaret); b. 9-71688; bur. 9-11-1766, aged 77 yrs. 9 mos. 22 das.; m. (1) 2-241727 (2d int., Abington Mo. Mtg.), Sarah Jenkins, dau. of
Stephen and Abigail (Pemberton) Jenkins; m. (2)
Lydia
(Phila. Adms., H p. 32.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 400.—Hough
Papers, T-U, pp. 131-2.)
Children*;

23. Abigail; b.

; m. 4-7-1763, Abington Mtg., Albrick

Bird, widower. She was named in the will of her

grandfather, Rynear Tyson, Dec. 21, 1741.

gg..-
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24. Lydia; b.
; m. '5-9-1765, Abington Mtg., Jacob
/.Coffin. She was received into membership by Abing
ton Mo. Mtg., 11-26-1764.
.25. Margaret; b.

; m. John Hatfield.

26. Isaac; b. ab. 1733.

27. Thomas; b.

^

28. Sarah; b."

29. Israel; b.

;
•

30. Rynear; b.

; above 18 in 1769.

' 81. Hannah; b.

; above 16 in 1769.

32.'Xevi;'b.

'

.

'

; d. 3-16-1769, unmarried, "of full age."
'

; under 14, in 1769; under 21 in 1770.

(PHiia. O.C. Docket 9, pp. 49-50, 67, 109-17.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B.
&"D., 100, 110, 142, 179, 400, 402.—same, Mins., 1746-74; 360.—
CarreH geri'., 82.—Hough Papers, T-U, p. 133.)

5. JOHN TYSON (s. of Rynear and Margaret) ; b. 10-191692; d. 6-1-1775, aged 82 yrs. 5 mos. 2 das.; m. (1) 8-31-1720
(2d int., Abington Mo. Mtg.), Priscilla Naylor; b.'9r31-1697;

d. 5-i8-1760; dau. of Robert and Elizabeth Naylor; m. (2)
3-1-1764, Abington Mtg., Sarah Lewis, widow.
John Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated Mar. 31,
1766; pr. June 13, 1775.
(PhUa. Wills, Q, p. 171.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 399, 400, 402.
—Darby Mo. Mtg. Recs., 48.—Hough Papers, T-U, 132-6.)

. Children-(by first marriage) :

• - -SS.-Rynear; b. 7-24-1721.

^

' '•'

"•

34. Elizabeth^; b.' 3-22-1723; m. (1)' 9-25-1745 (2d' iht,
Abington Mo. Mtg.), Thomas Roberts; m. (2) 4-4-

1754. Abington Mtg., Jacob Lippincott.

'

35. Margaret; b. 9-30-1724; m. 10-30-1746, Abington Mtg.,
Thomas Hallowell.

"As'ho record'of births Has come to light, this arrangement of children

is not guaranteed to be correct.

. /

.
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Sarah; b. 3-5-1727; m; 12-18-1753, AbingtonrApptd.

. ' ,

Mtg., Joshua Knight.

..

ii '

37. John; b. 6-28-1730.
• ,, ,,
,38. Mary; b. 2-28-1733; d. 6-1-1828; m. 4-20-1756, Isaac
,

Kirk. .(See No. 98.)
39. Susanna; b. 6-13-1734; d.
1817; m. 11-18-1760,
Abington. Apptd. Mtg., Joseph Austin.

, 1,40.-Joseph; b. 3-13-1737.

' "

(Montg. Co. Wills, 4, p. 319.—Abington Mo.-Mtgl'M.B.44, 69, 70,
81, 90,.114, 277, 373.—same, Mins., 1746-7,4; 173.—Kirk,gen., 34.)

6. ABRAHAM TYSON (s. of Rynear and Margaret) ;
b.' 8-10-1694; d. 3-12-1781, aged 86 yrs. 4 mos. 19 das.; nr. 8-301721 (2d int., Abington Mo. Mtg.); Mary Hallowell; b. 9-71705; d. 10-17-1789, aged 83 yrs. 10 mos. 29 das.; dau of
Thomas and Rosamond Hallowell.

Abraham Tyson lived in, Abington; His will was dated

4-8-1776; pr. June 9, 1781.

.

_

.

(Abingrton Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 395, 404.—Hough Papers, T-U, p. 137.—
Tyson-Fitzwater gen., 18.)
Ghildreii:

41. Rosamond; b.

; m. 10-24-1752,'Abington Apptd.

Mtg., Richard Roberts.
42. Samuel; b.
- ; d. Feb. 21, 1789, unmarried. His
will was dated Aug.' 18, 1785; pr. Mar. 25, 1789.
43. Abraham; b. ab. 1722.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 1, p. 176.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 60, 404.—
Tyson-Fitzwater'geh., 18.)

7. DERRICK TYSON (s. of Rynear and Margaret); b.
9-6-1696; d.
177.._; m. (1),
1727, Chester, N. J., Mo.

Mtg., Ann Hooton; b.

; d. 7- -1734', dau. of•Thomas

Hooton; m. (2) 2-24-1738 (2d int., Abington Mo. Mtg.),
Susanna Thomas; b.
1716; d. 9-27-1771, aged .55 yrs.. 3

mos. 5 das.; dau of Daniel Thomas.

"
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Derrick Tyson was a whipmaker, and lived in Upper
Dublin and at Hatboro. His will was dated Dec. 9, 1775; pr.
Mar. 8, 1776.

(Phila. Wills, Q, p. 264.—Abington Mo., Mtg. M.B. & D., 393, 396
Early Settlers of Newton, N. J., 403.—Hough Papers, T-U, pp. 137-8.)
Children (by first marriage) :

44. Deborah; b. 7-10-1728; m. 9-22-1750, Horsham Mtg.,
John Cleaver.

45. Mary; b. 12-1-1729/30; m. 12-25-1753, Horsham
Apptd. Mtg., Thomas Lloyd.

'

46. Margaret; b. 2-16-1732/3; m. 9-21-1751, Horsham
Mtg., John Parry.
47. Benjamin; b.

1733; "lived 8 or 9 mos."

Children by second marriage:
48. Hannah; b. 7-14-1739.

49. Jonathan; b. 11-22-1740/1.

50. Daniel; b. 2-14-1750; bur. 1-11-1795, aged 44 yrs. Cert.
to Phila. signed 1-26-1767. Adm. granted to Jona
than Tyson, Jan. 17, 1795.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 4, p. 62.—Phila. Adms., H, p. 197.—Abington Mo.
Mtg. M.B. & D., 52, 55, 67, 97, 354, 443.—same, Mins., 1746-74;
409-10.—Recs. N. Dist. Mb. Mtg., 40.—Recs. S. Dist. Mo. Mtg., 39.)

9. PETER TYSON (s. of Rynear and Margaret); b. 3-61700; d. 3-7-1791; m. 1-27-1727 (2d int., Abington Mo. Mtg;),
Mary Roberts, dau. of Thomas Roberts, of Germantown.

Peter Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated Aug. 16,
.1788; pr."Mar.'28, 1791.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 1, p. 240.—^Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 404.—
Hough Papers, T-U, pp. 139-40. — F. W. Leach Colls. (Gen. Soc. of
Pa.), T-V, p. 16.)
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Children:

51. Rynear; b.

52. Thomas; b.
53. Peter; b.
; d.
1824, unmarried. Will dated
Oct. 16, 1821; pr. Feb. 17, 1824.

54. Eleanor; b.
; dead in 1788; m. 4-21-1752, Abington Apptd. Mtg., Benjamin Hallowell.

55. Margaret; b.

; m. 11-16-1762, Abington Apptd.

Mtg., Thomas Hallowell, Jr.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 6, p. 197.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 57, 89,
98, 119.)

10. HENRY TYSON (son of Rynear and Margaret), b.
3-4-1702; d.
;,-m. 5-16-1735, Wrightstown Mtg., Ann
Barker; b.

; d.

1747.

Henry Tyson lived in Abington.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 390.—Hough Papers, T-U, p. 140.)
Children:

56. Elizabeth; b. 4-

-1736.

57. James; b. 4-4-1738.

58. Margaret; b. 7

-1741; m. 4-6-1763, Horsham Appt.

Mtg., Jeremiah Walton.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 92, 100, 106, 337.)
Third Generation

13. RYNEAR TYSON (s. of Matthias and Mary) ; b. 6-241711; d. ab. 1750, intestate; m. '3-29-1729, Abington'Mtg.,
Grace Fletcher; b.
; d. 9-18-1764, dan. of Robert Fletcher.
Her will was dated 7-26-1764; pr. Feb. 8, 1765.

(Phila. Wills, N, p. .244—Phila. Adms., F, p. 357.—Abington Mo. Mtg.
M.B. & D., 53, 325, 338, 389.)
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Children:

59. Matthias (Matthew) ; b.
60. Jesse; b.
; d 4-20-1769, unmarried. Will dated
10 Apr. 1769; pr. Aug. 7, 1769.

61. Elizabeth; b.
; d.
1799/1800, unmarried.
Will dated 27 Nov. 1790; pr. 18 Jan. 1800.

62. Mary; b.
' '' •

; m. 10-28-1771 (2d' int., Abington Mo.

Mtg.) , Robert Morris.

(Phila. Wills, 0, p. 402; Y, p. 272. — Bucks Co. Deeds, 16, p. 29.—
Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 401.—same, Mins., 1682-1746.)

22. MATTHEW TYSON (s. of Matthias and Maiy);
b. 1-14-1727; m. 5-1-1755, Horsham Mtg., Mary Fitzwater;

b. 12-24-1733; dau. of Thomas and Martha Fitzwater. (Aibihgton Mo. Mtg. M.,B. & D., 341.)

^

Children:

63. Martha; b. 4-7-1756.

64. Mary; b. 8-11-1757.
65. Grace; b.
; d.
1809, unmarried. Will dated
3-3-1809; pr. 8 Apr. 1809.
66. Thomas; b.
; living, 1809.
,67. Priscilla; b.
• ; m.
Butler. 68. Elizabeth; b. ab. 1760; living, 1811; m. (1) Richard
Roberts; m. (2) ab. 1795, William Edwards, Jr.. .
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 341. For facts supporting the theory
that Nos. 65 to 68, inch, are children of Matthew Tyson, see RoberteWalton Ancestry, 277-8.)

26. ISAAC TYSON (son of Isaac and

); b. ab.

1733"; d. 1811, aged 78; m. (1) 12-22-1772, Abington Apptd.
Mtg., Sarah Cleaver; b.
1751; d. 11-1-1773, aged 22
years, 6 mos. 2 days; dau. of Isaac Cleaver, of Cheltenham;
m. (2) 6-20-1782, Abington Mtg., Lydia Tomkins; b. May 13,
1749; d.

1814, aged 66 years.
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Isaac Tyson was received into Abington Mo. Mtg., 6-291772.

(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 142, 179, 402, 443.—same, Mins., 174674; 526, 541.)

Child (by first marriage) :
69. Abigail; b.

Children (by second marriage) :

70. Sarah (twin); b. 3-13-1783; d.' May 8, 1854; m. 5-121803, Abington Mtg., Jonathan Tyson;' s. of Jona
than and Sarah, deed., of Abington. (See No. Ill,
below.)
. ..71. Hannah (twin) ; b. 3-13-1783; d. Dec. 21, 1809; m.
3-10-1808, Abington Mtg., Matthew Conard.
• •
,72. Elizabeth; b. 8-18-1784; d.
1810; m. 3-67-1806,
Abington Mtg., Clement Sheppard.
IS. Isaac; b. 8-12-1786.

(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 227, 235, 242, 384.1^Carrell gen.', 82.)
27. THOMAS TYSON (son of Isaac and
b.

d.

1843; m.

);

Elizabeth'

11..

Thomas Tyson lived in Cheltenham. His will was dated
November 24, 1840; pr. Oct. 7, 1843.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 8, p. 291.)

T T.

74. Job. .

'

Children:

75. John.
76. William.
77. Charles.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 270.)

32. LEVI TYSON (son of Isaac and
d. .3-22-1839; m.

), b. ab. 1756;

, Hannah (Craft) "Yerkes; b.

1758; d. 9-12-1830, in her 72d year; dau. of Barnet Graft, and •
widow of Silas Yerkes.

(Montg.- Co. Wills,' 8, p. 15.—Abington Mo; -Mtg. M.B. & D., 443, 444.—
Yerkes gen., pp. 32-3.)....
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Children:

78. Barnet; b. June 30, 1785; d. Aug. 8, 1785.
79." George; b. 8-13-1786.
80. Daniel; b. 3-18-1788; d. Oct. 27, 1817.
81. Anna; b. 9-20-1789.

82. Robeson (also written Rohimon)', b. 2-18-1791; d.
Nov. 3, 1797.
83. Hannah; b. 4-14-1796.
84. Charles ;,b. 10-27-1798; d. 6-29-1828, in his 30th year.
85. Lydia; b. Aug. 19, 1801; d. Aug. 17, 1802.
(Note: Levi Tyson's will mentions son-in-law William
Kulp.)
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 377, 444.—Recs. Phila. Mo. Mtg., 313.—
Yerkes gen., 33.)

33. RYNEAR TYSON (s. of John and Priscilla) ; b. 7-241721; d.
1797, m. 2-29-1745 (2d. int., Abington Mo.
Mtg.), Sarah Michener; b. ab. 1726; living, 1793; dau. of John
and Martha (Barker) Michener, of Moreland.
Rynear Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated 11
July 1793; pr. 24 July 1797; and after remaining in the Reg
ister's office nearly 90 years, was finally recorded, 9 March
1887.

(Montg. Co. Wills, 18, p. 307.—Abington Mo. Mtg. Mins., 1682-1746;
p. 273.)

Children:

(The order is that of their mention in their father's will. Nos. 86, 87,
89 and 90 are also mentioned in the will of their uncle, Joseph Tyson,
in 1785.)

86. Joseph; b.

; m. 10-17-1782, Abington Mtg., Sarah

Hallowell.

87. Rynear.

88. Thomas; b.
; m.
, Elizabeth
;'
they were living, in 1813, in Abington, where he
was a blacksmith. (Montg. Co. Deeds, 35, p. 483.)
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89. Abraham; b.
90. William.

91. Elizabeth; b.
92. Susannah; b.

; m. 11-15-1804, Abington Mtg.,

Nathan Hallowell.

93. Rachel; b.
; d. 2-25-1820; m. 6-8-1797, Abington
Mtg., John Bewley.
94. Priscilla; b.

; dead in 1793 (when her father

made his will); m. 10-15-1778, Abington Mtg., Caleb
Hallowell, s. of William, of Cheltenham. She left
two sons, Charles and Chalkley Hallowell.
95. Martha; b.
; m. 6-20-1776; Abington Mtg.,
Arnold Miehener, s. of John, of Bristol, Phila. co.

96. Sarah; b.

; d. 8-13-1808; m.

Bunnell.

(Montg. Co. Wills, 1, p. 105; 4, p. 319; 18, p. 307.—Montg. Co. 0.0.
Docket 1, p. 500.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 154, 160, 179, 219,
230, 408.)

37. JOHN TYSON (son of John and Priscilla); b. 6-28-

1730.; d. 11-21-1768, intestate; m. 5-8-1759, Abin^on Apptd.
Mtg., Hannah Cleaver; b.
; d.
1811. She m. (2)
3-31-1774,. Abington Mtg., Thomas Leech, of Abington.
John Tyson was a yeoman, of Abington.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 2, p. 122; 3, p. 324.—Phila. Adms., H, p. 57.—Phila.
O.C. Docket 10, p. 158.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 147, 400.—
Yerkes gen., 216.)
Children:

97. John;b.

1760.

98. Isaac; b.

99. Rebecca; b.
Elijah Lukens.

; m. 12-14-1786, Abington Mtg.,
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40. JOSEPH TYSON (s. of John and Prisdlla) ; b. 3-13-

1737; d. 2-2-1787; m. (1) 5-13-1766, Abington Mtg., Agnes
Cleaver; b.
1747; d. 1-18-1779; aged 31 years, 10 mos.
11 das., dau. of Isaac Cleaver, Cheltenham; m. (2)
Agnes Lukens; b. 12-7-1756; dau. of Joseph Lukens, of Upper
Dublin. She m. (2) 11-22-1804, Abington -Mtg.,- Thomas
Fletcher, of Abington.
Joseph Tyson lived in Abington. His "will was dated,Nov.

17, 1785; pr. Feb. 28, 1787.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 1, p. 105.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 231, 404.
—same. Women's Mins., 72, 110, 112.—Hough Papers, T-U, pp. 141-2.)

Children (by first marriage) :

100. Rebecca; b.
; m. (1) 6-10-1790, Abington Apptd.
Mtg., George Craft; m. (2) 10-13-1808, Fdward
Edwards.

101. John; b.

1772.
Child (by second marriage);

102. Sarah; b.

1782.

(Montg. Co. Wills, 4, p. 319.—Abington M.B. & D., 198, 383.)

43. ABRAHAM TYSON (son of Abraham and Mary) ;
b. ab. 1722; d. 1796, intestate; m. Dec. 11, 1766 (?) Barbara
Vogdes; dau. of Rinear Vogdes, of Germantown. She m. (2)
Feb. 11, 1799, Abington Presb. Ch,, Andrew Heath.
Testimony against Abraham Tyson, Jr., was signed, 3-801767, by Abington Mo. Mtg.
(Montg. Co. Adms., #16834.—Abington Mo. Mtg. Mins., 1746-74;
p. 414.—Recs. Abington Presb. Ch., 122.—Tyson-Fitzwater gen., 18-9.
For record of descendants, see Tyson-Fitzwater gen., pp. 23, etc.)
Children;

103. Abraham; b. 9-24-1767; d.
Mary
.

1816; m.

104. Samuel; b. 12-8-1769; d. 9-17-1828; m.
Leonard.

Tacy
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105. Joshua; b. 7-22-1772; d. 5-2-1828; m, (1)
Elizabeth Fitzwater; b. 4-12-1775; d. 9-20-1801;
. •
dau. of Matthew Fitzwater; m. (2) Keziah Cleaver.
The will of Joshua Tyson was dated Apr. 18, 1828;
pr. Sept. 29, 1828.

106. Jesse; b. 9-21-1774; d. ab. 1822, unmarried.
107. Mary; b.

; d.

1843, unmarried.

(Montg. Co. Wills, 6, p. 503.—Montg. Co. Adms., 2, p. 319.—TysonFitzwater gen., pp. 19-23, 48.)

49. JONATHAN TYSON (s. of Derrick and Susanna);
b. 11-22-1740/1; d.
1814; m. (1) 10-12-1762, Abinfftbn
Apptd. Mtg., Sarah Knight; b.
1736; d. 7-11-1800; aged
64 years; m. (2) 6-4-1807, Abington Mtg., Hannah (Estey)
Gillespie.
The will of Jonathan Tyson was dated Sept. 6, 1814; pr.
Dec. 27, 1814.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 4, p. 62.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 97, 443.)

Children (by first marriage):
108. Elizabeth; b. 8-15-1764; m. 11-12-1795, Abington Mtg.,
Joseph Shaw.
.109. Elijah; b. 9-9-1766.

110. Rebecca; b. 5-5-1770; m. 11-12-1795, Abington Mtg.,
Samuel Scholfield.

111. Jonathan; b. 11-14-1774.

112. Mary; b. 4-2-1779; d. 7-4-1801.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 214, 382-3, 443.)

d.

51. RYNEAR TYSON (s. of Peter and Mary); b.
;
1796; m. (1) 10-14-1760, Abington Apptd. Mtg., Mary

Cleaver; b." 1-1-1739/40; d. 1-4-1787, aged 46 yrs. 9 mos. 23
das; m. (2) Elizabeth
(Montg. Co. Wills, 1, p. 491.—Abington Mo. Mtg, M.B. & D., 335, 403.)
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Children (by first marriage);
113. Peter; b.

•114. Rynear; b.
; d. Sept.
, 1805,. unmarried. His
will was dated Sept. 2, 1805; pr. Sept. 23, 1805.
115. Jacob, b.
; d.
1795, intestate; unmarried.
Adm. to Benjamin Tyson, Nov. 25,1795.
116. Benjamin; b.
117. Thomas; b.
; d. intestate and- unmarried, bef.
Dec. 10, 1796.
118. Jesse; b.

; minor in 1797.

119. Mary; b.

; 'spinster" in 1797.

120. Hannah; b.

?• 121. Isaac; b.

; minor under 14 in 1796.

; d. 8-26-1784.

(Montg. Co. Wills, 2, pp. 122, 486.—Montg. Co. Deeds, 17, pp. 372, 387.
—Phila. Adms., H, p. 223.)

52. THOMAS TYSON (s. of Peter and Mary) ; b. ab. 1740;
d. 1-8-1821; m. 6-9-1767, Horsham Mtg., Sarah Kirk; b.
2-2-1749; d. 9-8-1818; dau. of Bynear Kirk, of Upper Dublin.
Thomas Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated Mar.
17, 1815; pr. Feb. 13, 1821.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 5, p. 274.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 444.—
Hough Papers, T-U, p. 152.—F. W. Leach Colls., T-V, p. 17.)
Children:

122. Mary; b. 8-27-1768; d. 1-18-1835; aged 66 yrs. 4 mos.
21 das.; unmarried.
123. Sarah; b. 7-10-1770; d.
1817; m. 4-17-1800,
Abington Mtg., Joseph Pryor (no issue).
124. Eleanor; b. 7-27-1772; d.
1845, unmarried.
125. Thomas; b. 3-27-1775; m. Sarah Tyson. His will was
dated Mar. 26, 1835; pr. Jan. 21, 1836.

.126. Elizabeth; b. 11-15-1779; m. 5-12-1808; Abington Mtg.,
Jonathan Mather.

127. Martha; b. 2-7-1782; bur. 3-9-1782.
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128. Hannah; b. 11-13-1784; d. 10-5-1867 (?); m. 10-171822, Abington Mtg., Charles Tyson, s. of Thomas
and Elizabeth (Conrad) Tyson, of Cheltenham.
(See No. 77.)
129. Susanna; b. 1-8-1787; d. 3-21-1838; m. 10-12-1809,
Abington Mtg., Amos W. Butcher.
(Montff. Wills, 7, p. 470.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 223, 244,
247, 270, 379, 403, 444.)

57. JAMES TYSON (s. of Henry and Ann); b. 4-4-1738 r
m. (1) 5-19-1761, Abington Apptd. Mtg., Mary (Walton)
Janes; b.
d. .
1763 (adm. Sept. 29, 1763, to James
Tyson); dau. of Jeremiah Walton, and widow of Isaac Janes;
m. (2) 4-12-1764, Oxford Mtg., Sarah Harper, dau. of Robert
Harper, Northern Liberties.
(Phila. Wills, K, p. 564.—Phila. Adms., G, p. 369.—^Abington Mo. Mtg.
M.B. & D., 65.)

Child (by first marriage):
130. Elizabeth; b. 5-22-1762.
Children (by second marriage):
131. Robert; b. 2-2-1765.
132.

Jesse; b. 8-10-1766.

133. Amy; b. 11-3-1768; m. 3-20-1793, Concord Mtg., Robert
Green.

134. James; b. 8-2-1770; m. 4-9-1801, Lydia Grub. (For
descendants, see "Hist, of Chester and Delaware
Cos."; II, 282.)
135. Benjamin; b. 10-21-1771; d. 4-16-1798; m. Mary
His will was dated 3-6-1798; pr. Apr. 18,
1798. Probably no issue.
• 136. Jonathan; b. 8-11-1773.

137. Joseph; b. 6-29-1775.
138. Isaac (twin); b. 3-8-1777; m. 11-2-1809, Phila. Mtg.,
Deborah Pearson, dau. of Judah Foulke, and widow
William Pearson.

98

BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

139. Jacob (twin) ; b. 3-8-1777; d. 3-30-1777, aged 2^ das.
. ^ 140. Sarah; b. 1-30-1779; d. 1-27-1842; tn. 4-26-1803, Amos
Lukens.

(Phila. Wills, "X," p. 214.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 216,, 369,
• 397,—Phila. Mo. Mtg. Maiiiages, 311.—Concord Mo. Mtg. Rees:, 420.
—N. Dist. Mo. Mtg. Recs., 28.—Pubs. Gen. Soc. of Pa., IV, 92.—Hist.
•'Colls., Gwynedd, 2d ed., 289-40.—Hist. Providence Mtg.-ho., 65,. and
supp.)
Fourth Generation

•b.

59. MATTHEW TYSON (s. of Rynear and Grace');
; m.
1768 (out of meeting),' Mary Mather;'b.

7-27-1739; d. 3-24-1773, aged 33 yrs. 7 mos. 16 das.; dauV'bf
Richard Mather.

Testimony ^was signed by Abington Mo. Mtg., 6-27-1768,

against Matthew Tyson, and 7-25-1768, against Mary Tysbn.
(Abington Mo. Mtg., M.B. & D., 335, 401.—same, Mins., 1746-74; pp.
440-2.—Mather gen., 33.)
Children;

(may have been others)

141. Jesse; b.
142. Phebe;b.

• 143. Mary; b.

; bur. 8-28-1772.
; bur. 4-12-1773.

; bur. 5-13-1773.

77. CHARLES TYSON (s. of Thomas and Elizabeth;

b.

m. 10-17-1822, Abin^on Mtg., Hannah Tyson;

b.
; d. 11-13-1784; dau. of Thomas-and Sarah (Kirk)
Tyson. (See No. 128.)
Children:

144. Eleanor; b. 10-10-1823.
. • 145. Thomas T.; b. 1-14-1826.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 444.)

.
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- -79. "GEORGE TYSON (s. of Levi and Hahii'ah)'; b. 8-131786; m. 10-4-1810, Phila. Mtg., Sarah B. Maule; b.

;

dau. of John Maule, of Tredyffrin.
Children;

146. Mary Ann; b. 8-11-1811.

j4?;. Levi;'b. 11-6-1812. .
148. George; b. 10-9-1814.
(Phila. Mo. Mtg. B. & D., 674.)

87. RYNEAR TYSON (s. of Rynear and Sarah); b.

d.

1820; m.

Rebecca Michener; b.

dau. of William and Juliana Michener.

176i7;

•

, •••

A minute of Abington Mo. Mtg., 1-28-1793, relates that
Rynear Tyson, son of Rynear Tyson, the Elder, has gone out
in marriage with his mother's half-brother's daughter. Rynear
TySon was the son of Sarah Michener, a daughter of John
Michener, of Moreland, by his first marriage; while "Rebecca'
Midhener was a daughter of William Michener, son of said
John Michener by his second marriage.

Rynear Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated Sept.'
18, 1818; pr. June 6, 1820.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 5, p. 220.)
Children;

149. Mahlon; b.
. He and his brother William are
the only children named in their father's will.
150. William; b.

151,.Seneca; b. ab. 1803. He was minor above 14 in 1820.

Thomas Tyson, of Cheltenham, was appointed,
guardian of him and his brothers, Ira and David.
152. Ira; b.'.ab. 1805; was a minor above 14 in 1820.

•'•I'53V" David' b. ab. 1808; was a minor above 14 in 1823,
(Montg. Co. O.C. Docket 4, pp. 119, 421.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & ,
D., 266.)
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b.

89. ABRAHAM TYSON
; m.
, Rebecca

(s. of Rynear and Sarah) ;

Child: •

154. Abraham; b.

90. WILLIAM TYSON (s. of Rynear -and Sarah) ;
b.
; m. April 22, 1788, Abington Presb. Ch., Deborah
Siddons, dau. of Anthony Siddons, Whitpain.
(RScs. Abington Presb. Ch., 116.)
Child;

155. Jane; b.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 2, p. 471.—Montg. Co. O.C. Docket 1, p. 500.)

97. JOHN TYSON (s. of John and Hannah); b.
1760; d. 9-16-1794; m. 11-16-1786, Abington Mtg., Mary ICirk;
b.
; dau. of Rynear Kirk, Upper Dublin. She m. (2)
Robert Roberts.

John Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated Apr. 19,
1794; pr. Jan. 27, 1795.
' (Montg. Co. Wills, 1, p. 444.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 187, 405.—
Kirk gen., 84.)
Children:

156. John;b. 8-18-1787.

157. Mary; b. 9-5-1789.
158. Seth; b. 6-8-1792; living, 1845; m. 10-11-1821, Abing
ton Mtg., Martha L. Thomas, dau. of Jonathan
Thomas, of Abington. (No issue?)
159. Hannah; b. 10-19-1794; m.
Robert Roberts.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 268, 382.)

98. ISAAC TYSON (s. of John and Hannah); b.
living, 1805; m.

and Mary (Tyson) Kirk, Upper Dublin. (See No. 38.)
(Kirk gen., 53-4.)

;

Mary Kirk; b. 6-25-1770; dau. of Isaac

DESCENDAKTS OF RYNEAR TYSON
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Children:

160. Rebecca; b.

; m.

John Evans.

161. Leech; b. ab. 1800; d. Jan. 8, 1853, in his 53d yr.
162. Ruth; b.

163. Ezekiel;b.
164. Evans; b.

101. JOHN TYSON (s. of Joseph and Agnes) ; b.
1772; d. 8-9-1848; m. 11-15-1810, Abington Mtg., Sarah Paxson; b. 11-30-1782; d.~9-30-1854, in her 71st yr.; dau. of Jacob
Paxson.

John Tyson lived in Abington. His will was dated July 27,
1847; pr. Aug. 23, 1848.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 8, p. 621.—Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 249, 444.—
Hough Papei-s, T-U, pp. 142-4.)
Children:

165. Mary Ann; b. 8-7-1811.
166. Joseph C.; b. 2-14-1813; d. 10-12-1866; m. 4-13-1843,
Emeline Kirk.

167. Jacob P.; b. 7-8-1814; d. 12-19-1876; m. 2-13-1840,.
Horsham Mtg., Mary B. Michener; b.
1814;
d. 3-4-1889, aged 75; dau. of William Michener,
Abington. (See sketch, Bean's Hist. Montg. Co.,
695.)
168. Ellwood; b. 4-13-1817.

169. Agness (twin) ; b. 11-28-1818; m. 1-4-1844, at John
Tyson's, Charles Paxson. (See sketch, Bean's Hist.
Montg. Co., 1099.)
170. Sarah (twin) ; b. 11-28-1818.

171. Rebecca; b. 3-14-1820; m. 11-12-1840, Abington Mtg.,
Gervis J. Pickering.

172. Ruthanna; b. 12-5-1822; m. Edward H. Coggins.
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173. John S.; b. 3-3-1824; d. 5-7-1848 (?); mentioned in
his father's will.

(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 293, 297, 444, 445.—Re.cs. Horsham
Mo. Mtg.)

109. ELIJAH TYSON (s. of Jonathan and Sarah) ; b.
9-9-1766; m. 3-16-1796, Buckingham Mtg., Martha Blackfan,
Jr., dau. of Crispin Blackfan, Solebury.
(Bucks Co. Mo. Mtg. Recs., I, 181. — Chester Mo. Mtg. Mins., 17861828; pp. 974, 1037.)
Children:

174. Eliza; b. 12-24-1796.

175. Sarah; b. 4-1-1799.
176. Edward; b. 12-19-1800.
177. Rebecca; b. 11-15-1802.
178. William; b. 9-23-1805.
179. Mary; b. 6-18-1808.
180. Jonathan; b. 10-13-1810.

181. Martha; b.

; living, 1821.

(Chester and Concord Mo. Mtg. Recs., 77.)

111. JONATHAN TYSON (s. of Jonathan and Sarah) ;
b. 11-14-1774; d. 8-29-1853; aged 78 yrs. 9 mos. 15 das.; m.
May 12, 1803, Sarah Tyson; b. Mar. 13, 1783; d. 5-8-1854, in
her 72d yr.; dau. of Isaac and Lydia (Tomkins) Tyson (see
No. 70.)

Jonathan Tyson was a limeburner, of Abington.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 442.)
Children:

182. Daniel; b. 11-10-1803; d. Mar. 2 1899; m. Louisa Jane
Robertson.

"183. Lydia; b. 10-9-1805; d. May 26, 1878.
184. Jacob; b. 1-19-1809; d. Dec. 9, 1876; m. 4-6-1843, at
Bartholomew Mather's, Mary S. Mather.
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185. Elizabeth; b. 2-6-1812; m. 4-6-1837, Abington Mtg.,
Reuben Williams.

186. Isaac Knight; b. 9-26-1816; d.. 1-20-1858, aged 42 yrs.
*

3 mos. 24 das.

187. Jona. Tomkins; b. 8-25-1820; d. Sept. 1,1891; m. Mary
Ann Harmer. '

(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 291, 296, 441.—Concord Mo. Mtg. Recs.,
420. — Carrell gen., 150. For record of descendants, see Carrell
genealogy, 252-3, 412-3, etc.)

m.

113. PETER TYSON (s. of Rynear and Mary); b.
.
; Martha
He lived in Upper Dublin.

;

(Montg. Co. Deeds,'17, pp. 372, 387.)

Child:.

188. Sarah; b.

; m. 5-17-1838, William Michener.

(Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 293.)

116. BENJAMIN TYSON (s. of Rynear and Mary); b.
9-23-1779; d. 10-21-1849; m.
; Grace - ,
; b.
;
d. 4-18-1834.

He lived in Abington, and in Philadelphia, and was an ,iron
monger. His will was dated Jan. 9, 1838; pr. Nov. 7, 1849.
(Montg. Co. Wills, 9, p. 93. — Montg. Co. Deeds, 17, pp. 372, 387.—
Abington Mo. Mtg. M.B. & D., 443.)
Child:

189. John; b. 8-31-1800.

131. ROBERT TYSON (s. of James and Sarah); b. 2-21765; d. 4-9-1816, aged 50 yrs.; m.
, Mary Davis;
b.
; d.
1826.

He lived in Upper Providence, Montg. Co. Adin. on his
estate was granted, May 3, 1816.
(Montg. Co. Adms., 3, p. 302—Abington Mo. Mtg. Women's Mins., 134.
—Comm. Mtg. at Providence Mtg.-house, 66.)
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Children:

190. Daniel; b. 3-26-1789; d.
1885; m. (1)
; m.
(2) 2-8-1870, Rebecca F. J. Brown, dau. of Thomas
Jacobs; widow of Joshua Brown.

191. Ann; b. 1-7-1791; m. 11-17-1815, Providence Mt^.,
Jonathan Cox.

192. Nathan (twin) ; b. 10-25-1792.
193. Sarah (twin) ; b. 10-25-1792; d. 7- -1793.
194. Robert; b. 2-13-1794; d. 9-23-1882; m. 10-18-1821,
Jane Heston, dau. of Levi Heston. (For descendants,
see "Commemorative Meeting Held at Providence
Meeting House," by Charles Major; p. 67.)

195. Jesse; b. 11-11-1796; d. 12-22-1823; m. 4-18-1820,
Gwynedd Mtg., Maria Heston, dau. of Levi Heston.
196. Benjamin; b. 9-18-1800; d. 1-21-1805.
197. Sarah; b. 10-5-1802.
• 198. Mary; b. 7-1-1804.

199. Benjamin; b. 10-16-1806; d.

1863.

(Gwynedd Mo. Mtg. B. & D., 84. —same, Marriages, Nos. 295, 305.)

136. -JONATHAN TYSON (s. of James and Sarah); b.
8-11-1773; m. 5-17-1796, Oxford Mtg., Rachel Jones; b.
;
dead in 1835; dau. of Jonathan Jones, Oxford.
Jonathan Tyson received a certificate from Abington Mo.
Mtg. to Darby Mo. Mtg., 6-29-1795. He and his family took
one from Darby to Abington, 3-29-1804, and' one from Abing
ton to Northern District, 4-27-1807.
(Abington Mo. Mtg. Mins., 1782-97, p. 312; and 1797-1811; p. 330.—
Darby Mo. Mtg. Recs., 296.)
Children:

200. Hannah; b.

; living, 1807.

201. Martha; b.
202. Sarah Ann; b.

; living, 1807.
; living, 1807.

203. Harper; b. ab. 1805; living, 1807.

DESCENDANTS
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204. Oswald; b. 7-16-1807; d. 6-18-1809, aged 23 mos.
205. Elizabeth; b. 1-2-1810; m. B-26-1835, Green St. Mtg.,
Lucas Gillingham.206. Elinor (twin) ; b. 9-18-1812.

207. Mary (twin) ; b. 9-18-1812.
208. Oswald; b. 3-17-1815.

209. Edwin A.; b. 7-24-1817.
(N. Dist. Mo. Mtg. Recs., 201, 204, 208, 213, 255.—Green St. Mo. Mtg.
Recs.)

137. JOSEPH TYSON (s; of James and Sarah); b. 6-291775; m. 4-30-1799, N. Dist. Mtg., Ann Trump; dau. of John
Trump.
(For further record of descendants, see Frank Willing Leach Coll., Gen.
See. of Pa.; vol. T-V, pp. 10-2, 28, et seq.)
Children:

210. Daniel Trump; b. 3-2-1800; d. young.
211. William B.; b. 6-25-1801.

212. Job Roberts; b. 2-8-1803; d. June 27, 1858.
213. Samuel Harper; b. 11-11-1804.
214. Charles N.; b. 9-18-1806.
215. Esther Fielding; b. 8-22-1808.

216. Hannah Ann; b. 6-22-1810; d. Oct. 8, 1811.

217. Joseph Washington; b. 1-30-1812; d. Feb. 21, 1860.
218. James Lawrence; b. 11-19-1813; d. Dec. 10, 1898.
(Phila. Mo. Mtg. B. & D., 640.—Leach Coll., as above.)

(Additions and corrections to the foregoing record will be
welcomed.)

History of Whitpain Township
By Clara A. Beck
(Foreword. The "History of Whitpain Township" was originally pub
lished in the "Ambler Gazette," as a serial, in 1917-18-19. Miss Clara A.
Beck, the author, was for years a member of this Society.
Among the collections of the Society is a scrap-book containing the
greater portion of this history, although, unfortunately, some of the later
instalments are lacking. It is the purpose of the Society to re-publish,
from time to time, chapters from the history as found in this scrap-book,
and grateful acknowledgment is hereby tendered the "Ambler Gazette"
for its courteous permission to do so.
In the publication of a work of this length, a generation ago, some
errors and omissions were unavoidable. Every effort will be made, in the
re-publication, to correct such errors, and to make such minor irnprovements in the punctuation as we feel sure the author herself would make,
were she with us today.
The Publication Committee.)

'

No. 1—EARLY HISTORY

,

'

The first page in the history of Whitpain township, was
written in England. It antedates that of our county seat by
just 101 years. It carries the signature of Richard lyhitpain,
"A butcher and citizen of the town of London."

In spite of his very prosaic^ way of earning a living, he
was gifted with imagination, making him ambitious to take
a hand in helping to shape the destiny of "Penn's Holy Experi
ment, in the Free Colony for All Men." Accordingly, to quote
the phraseology of the legal records, "In 1683 he became
^ This seemingly "prosaic" occupation was really a title of distinction,
inasmuch as it showed that its possessor had a right, as a member of a
guild, to participate in the municipal government of London. The title of

"butcher" did not necessarily indicate that its possessor had any.knowl
edge of that business.—Ed.

'
106

-

HISTORY OF WHITPAIN TOWNSHIP

seized in fee of 4500 acres, in Philadelphia county, Province
of Pennsylvania." In order to distinguish this tract from other
purchases he had made, it was named, "Whitpain's Planta
tion."

Not only was his name, (which has no duplicate in the
United States) given to what is now known as Whitpain town
ship,-,but on Holme's map of surveys (begun in 1681), the
Wissahickon, which crosses the eastern angle of the township,
was named "Whitpain's creek."
Shortly after making this purchase, his son, Zacherias
Whitpain, who was a mariner, came to America, took charge
of the "Plantation," and gathered a number of tenants about
him, as was the custom of large landholders in that day.
Among those who came with him was Ann Whitpain, pre

sumably his sister, who afterward married Thomas McCarty.
They had been here less than five years, when their father,
Richard Whitpain, died, leaving his estate seriously involved,

and his widow'disposed of the -whole tract to his creditors.
Later, his heirs, being dissatisfied with the sale, entered
into legal proceedings, with the result that they regained a
part interest in the tract.
It is a strange circumstance, that although permitted to
perpetuate their name in the "New World," through this
purchase, their opportunity as active participants in the mak
ing. of its history, was of comparatively brief duration. The

only recorded distinction^ conferred on Zacherias Whitpain,
was his appointment by the Governor's council, as one of a
committee of three to investigate a certain Indian disturbance

near Whitemarsh. He died in 1693, eight years after coming
here, and his son, a mere lad, followed him to the grave a
few years later.
Close by the side of the road, on the old William Funk

farm, recently purchased by Jesse Cassel, between Blue Bell
and Broad Axe, along the westerly side of the Skippack pike,'
is a lonely grave, which for 200 years has attracted the atten
tion, and aroused the curiosity, of passers-by. The stone which
• marks it bears mute witness to the fact that it is the last
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resting place of Ann Whitpain, wife of Thomas McCarty,
and that she "died in 1714, aged 57 years."
Tradition says that at one time, 56 or more graves \Yere
visible here. Be that as it may, 10 years after his death, the
plantation where she lies buried passed into the hands of
strangers, and although many new owners have come and
gone (about which we will tell you later), each in turn hon
ored the spot sacred to the memory of one, who, coming from
a far country, gave her name to the township, and for many
years, lent her influence to the welfare and happiness of col
onial life.

For a period about 50 years, dating from 1710 to 1762, was
what we might (for want of a better name), call a quiescent
period in the history of Whitpain. At the time, English, Welsh
and German settlers were taking up small farms, and gradu
ally getting them under cultivation. This, of course, was a slow
and trying process, and when finally they had succeeded in
raising more produce than was absolutely necessary for their
own use, there was no way of marketing the surplus, except
ing on horseback, along bridle paths, through the forests.
Accordingly, in 1712, the farmers through this and the
upper districts, sent a petition to the Court of Quarter Ses
sions, in Philadelphia, begging that "a road or cartway might
be laid out from Skippack to the Widemarsh" (Whitemarsh).
The petition was granted, and in. 1713 a road surveyed and
given the name of "Skippack Road." This road extends a dis

tance of four miles through Whitpain township, with Belfry
its terminus in the north, and Broad Axe, in the south. It is
one of the three oldest roads^ in Pennsylvania, and noted in

Revolutionary history, because on October 3, 1777, Washing
ton marched his army over it, to the battle of Germantown.

Along its entire course, are homes, churches and inns of col
onial fame, and among its peculiar landmarks, are milestones.
®Some roads existed as trails long before they -were actually made
public roads. From this standopint, Skippack road could be very old; but
otherwise, numerous roads were laid out before 1713.—Ed.
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giving the various distances to Philadelphia. There is a story
connected with the one at Centre Square, to the effect that
when the artist (?) cut the stone, with his crude implements,
in cutting the number "18," the first numeral was so badly
mutilated that it could not be distinguished, so he placed it on
the other side of the figure "8," making it read "81 miles" to
Philadelphia. This must have puzzled and dismayed many a
weary traveler to the City of Brotherly Love.
There are seven villages in Whitpain, all centering about
cross-roads, and to all seeming, none will ever attain the dig
nity of towns.

Three of them, however, claim a right to the dignity of a
place in colonial history, and these three faces the famous
Skippack road. Beginning at the extreme southern end of the
township, is Broad Axe.
Here we find a hotel built in 1792 (still standing), a store,
an old forge, and perhaps a dozen houses. The story goes,
that in the early history of this hamlet an old woman by the
name of Mrs. Hatchet, kept a liquor and candy store on the
east corner of the cross-roads. No license was required in
these days, and it was quite a common thing for a woman to
take up this business. At any rate, here is a repetition of the
old, old story, i.e., Eve had the apple, and Adam wanted it.
Seeing Mrs. Hatchet's enterprise in satisfying the appetite of
the public for intoxicating drinks, along came a man, and
opened a public house directly opposite and in his effort to
eclipse Mrs.-Hatchet, hung out the sign of the Broad Axe. •
Owing to competition, or for some other cause, Mrs.
Hatchet sold her establishment to Baltus Hoffman, who, taking

inspiration in a flight of fancy, hung out the sign of "A Spread
Eagle." Unfortunately the material used in construction of
this sign was so defective that the wind and the weather
played havoc with it, and split the eagle through the centre, so
that thereafter the place came to be known as "The Split
Crow."

This place was later turned into a store. In years gone by.
Broad Axe boasted a famous speedway. This extended from a
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white oak tree at the corner of the old pike, along -the road
leading over Sandy Hill to Norristown, and ended at the lane
leading to Wertner's mill.
It is a nearly level stretch, and once a year it was cleared
of stone, and other obstacles, and there would be a great test of
horse flesh over this course, while the fences on either side
were lined with interested spectators. At the conclusion of
the races, the old tavern became the scene of gay revelry.
These races were abandoned in 1840.

Just above the village, near the creek, stood an ancient oil
mill, which was deserted in 1828. Here it was that the British,
who pursued the Americans after the battle of Germantown,
were repulsed, and driven back. This stream was not bridged
until 1805, and the work cost $1,054.15.
In 1841 there was organized in this cross-road village an
association called "The Washington Benevolent Society." It

was in existence just 40 years, and during that period justified
its claim to benevolence, having paid out for relief, $36,268.42;
for funerals $6,565, making a total expenditure of $42,833.42.
If we are not misinformed the books of this society are pre
served among the records of the Montgomery County His
torical Society.

No. 2—THE, WHITPAIN LIBRARY COMPANY

Blue Bell, the second village in line along the Skippack
road, was originally known as Pigeontown. Tradition says it
was so named, because about 75 years ago, great flocks of wild
pigeons frequented this locality, and were much sought after
by gamesters, and especially so, by a man named Morgan
Morgan, who was noted as a famous shot, as well as a great
trapper. Some claim that he was a resident of this district,
but in all records of the Pennsylvania Archives, he is listed as
coming from Newcastle County. So that although there was
a family of Morgans in Whitpain, it is more than probable
that Pigeontown was merely his annual hunting ground.
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As early as 1758 there was an inn at Blue Bell, and the
military maps of the Revolutionary period have it marked
as "The White Horse." In 1774 a second inn was built, almost

opposite the first, and this rival hostlery was named "The
Black Horse."

Both of these houses are still standing, the

first a public house, at present kept by John C. Hinkle; the
second, discontinued as such in 1826, is now the summer home'
of Abram S. -Valentine. It was in this house the dreadful
Rader tragedy occurred, June 2, 1877.

In 1813 Pigeontown put itself on record for patriotism by
having an illumination in honor of General Harrison's capture
of Maiden,® and was so pleased with the martial spirit it
developed that the following year the residents made their
village the meeting place of "a volunteer infantry company
commanded by Captain Kneezel (who came from the upper'
district), and this company was known as "The Pigeontown
Guards." To those of us who live so far away from the history

and experiences of this period, such an organization in this
comparatively obscure village, may seem like a mere incident,
of comparatively little moment. But it must be remembered,
that this guard was fulfilling a duty in response to the call of
the government, because the four great commercial cities, New
York, Philadelphia, Boston and Baltimore, were compelled to
take the defensive, owing to British invasion via the Chesa
peake Bay.

Montgomery county has always been justly proud of her
old libraries, and certainly they reflect in their make-up, the
mold in which the thought of the period was cast. In this, ks
in all else, Whitpain township forged to the front, for in 1817,

just one hundred years ago, "The Whitpain Library Company"

was organized in Blue Bell, and regularly incoporated by the
commonwealth of Pennsylvania with 35 charter members, as
follows:

'

' General (afterwards President) William Henry Harrison won a
decisive victory over the British general Proctor, near Maiden,. Ontario,
Canada, October 5, 1813.—Ed.
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John Styer, David Styer, John DeHaven, Richard Duffield,
Edward Johnson, Caleb Evans, Samuel Lukens, Jesse Castner,
Benj. Morgan, John Slingluff, Jr., Charles Loser, Samuel
Rhodes, Joseph Detweiler, Isaac DeHaven, Peter Snyder, John
Walter, John Slingluff, Sr., Paul Custer, Wm. McDowel,
Nathan Lewis, Abraham Greger, Absolom Thomas, Geo. Heydrick, John Schlatter, Jesse Sheetz, Samuel Wentz, Abraham
Wentz, Sr., Charles Mather, Aaron Merideth, Samuel Rossitor,
Job Roberts, Esq., Wm. Choyce, Isaac Zimmerman and Joseph
Connard.^

These men were men of standing (and evidently under
standing) , as will be seen .later on. The charter cites the rules
and regulations which shall govern the election of officers, the
collection of dues and fines, the receipt of bequests, etc., and
'finallj'^ provides that "None of the rules, ordinances, regula
tions or bye laws, made or agreed to as aforesaid, shall extend
to a removal of said library, more than one mile from the 16th
mile stone on the Skippack road, in Whitpain township, Mont
gomery Co." or to a dissolution of books, or other effects
thereof, without the consent of seven-eighths of all members,
belonging to said corporation, etc.
The charter was signed by Wm. Tilghman, John Gibson
and Thomas Duncan, judges of the Supreme Court of Penn
sylvania at Harrisburg, January 8, 1818, approved by the
Governor, sealed by the Secretary of State and enrolled in
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, Book 2, page
404, on April 21, 1818. The by-laws of the company contain
25 sections, in which provision is made for every possible
emergency which might arise in a corporate body, and the
rules "ordained and enacted," are very stringent. The annual
election of officers, and the transaction of necessary business,
was attended to on the first Saturday of May, at the Blue Bell
tavern (kept by Wm. Rhodes).
Section 24 says that "There shall be no books of any kind
whatsoever, contrary to the Christian religion, admitted to
the library by purchase, gift or otherwise."
* Only thirty-four members are named in this list.—Ed.
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To become a member it was necessary to "buy a share at
$2, and to pay $1 annual dues."
These shares could be sold, transferred, under the sig
nature of the holder^ or acquired through inheritance.
In section 22 of the by-laws, resolutions were passed by

said library company, for a "Company Seal," and in a later
section it was determined that "This seal shall be Franklin,
with a book in his hand, labeled 'The Whitpain Library

Company Seal'." This library at one time is said to have con
tained 2,000 books, and even as early as 1828, when the
organization was new, it had catalogued 366 books, 44 of which
were historical, 44 on travel and biography and 21 encyclo
pedic. There were the proper number of books on theology,
including a book of sermons by Hicks. There were letters and
lectures. There were political diatribes and military rules;
there was a magazine, "The Rural," and the emotional was

provided for by way of the poets,, not omitting the plays of
Shakespeare in nine volumes. There were comparatively few
fictional works, and these few were unquestionably safe
reading for tender minds, as they included "The Children of

The Abbey," "Thaddeus of Warsaw." "Scottish Chiefs,"
"Quentin Durward" and Fenimore Cooper's "Spy" and
"Pilot."

This library was a blessed Mecca, to which the boys and

girls, in years gone by, felt it a privilege to make a Saturday
afternoon pilgrimage for books, and no doubt the care with
which their fathers selected the literature for its shelves, is

largely responsible for the men, women and events in the

history of Whitpain, which "make us not ashamed." It is with
regret we are compelled to state, that this old library, though
still in existence, and stored in a room in the home of one of
the residents, (without remuneration), has been long neg

lected, practically abandoned, and to the present generation is
an unknown quantity.

As of historic interest, if for no other reason, it should

experience a resurrection. Aside from this is should be the
pleasure of the descendants of its founders, many of whom
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are residents of Whitpain today, and some of whom we are

told hold "shares" in this company by inheritance, to see that
the remains of this old library shall be preserved. It seems
a pity that it should be lost inheritance. The sole surviving
member, of the last appointed board of managers, with whom
would rest, to a great extent, the decision as its disposition, is
Charles De Prefontaine, Sr.j of Blue Bell. To his kindness
and spirit of progressiveness Whitpain is already greatly in
debted, and there is not a doubt that Mr. De Prefontaine in

this good cause, would be willing to resume his duties, as a
member of the Board of Managers, and place the township
under still greater compliment to him by suggesting some way
in which what remains of the original library can be preserved
to Whitpain township as a memorial to the intellectual pro
gressiveness of our forefathers.

No. 3—BOEHM'S REFORMED CHURCH

No history of Blue Bell is complete without.the story of
the founding of Boehm's church and a sketch of the unique
personality of the man whose name it bears—John Philip
Boehm.

He was without question, one of the strongest characters

in the early history of Whitpain, as is well evinced by the fact,
that after a lapse of nearly two centuries, the children's chil
dren, (to the present generation), of the community in which
he lived, hold his memory in highest reverence. From which

ever side one regards his character, as portrayed in history,
or his own writings, mostly letters, one feels the vastness of
his influence, the steadfastness of his purpose, and the human
element in his make-up, which brought into his spiritual labors
the proper balance.

He was born in Germany in 1685, and emigrated to
America in 1720. It is commonly supposed that he was a

widower, with two children, Johanna Sabina, born in 1709,
and Anthony William, born in 1714. He was married a second

time, to Anna Maria Sherer (now Shearer), with whom he
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had four children, Anna Maria, Elizabeth, Philipina, and John
Philip, the latter destined to play an active part in political
history during- Revolutionary days.
John Philip Boehm was not a clergyman when he came to.
America, but as he brought with him testimonials from the
Reformed Church in Worms, certifying that for seven con
secutive years he had faithfully served as master of the
parochial school, as well as leader of the church choir, his
position in the New World, was to a certain extent assured.

Very soon, at the urgent request of the settlers, there being
no regular minister to serve them, he assumed the duties of
one, and this entirely without pay, for a period of five years,
at the same time supporting his family with the labor of his
hands. Quite naturally the irregularity of Mr. Boehm's min

istry in time created controversy among churchmen, and as
he had baptized more than 200 infants, administered the holy
communion, and received into membership many by confir
mation, the validity of his "ministerial acts" came into ques
tion. In this emergency Mr. Boehm, .in company with Mr.
Dewees, one of his parishioners, made a trip to New York city,
to confer with the ministers there, regarding the matter. After
due deliberation, on June 20, 1729, the clergy recommended
the matter to the Amsterdam classis in Holland, asking that

Mr. Boehm might be granted ordination, and that his past
ministerial acts be approved by that body as valid. On Novem
ber 23rd of the same year the ministers of the "Low Dutch
Church" in New York city, by authority of the classis, or
dained him to the work of the ministry. Thus it will be seen

that John Philip Boehm was 44 years of age when he received
his ordination papers.
His parish, already established, reached from the Susquehanna to the Delaware, and from Philadelphia to the Blue
Mountains. He traveled regularly 104 miles each month, and
as few roads had been laid out, he was compelled to go on
horseback through forests, across unbridged streams, and
over many a tortuous path to remote clearings, and lonely
cabins. In this way he ministered to 13 congregations scat-
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tered over a wide territory, and 11 of these congregations he
himself had organized. For these services he received annually
10 pounds, so it is quite evident that he was not "an hireling."
But his thrift and financial enterprise were a subject for
criticism among his contemporaries in the ministry, so that
Count Zinzendorf, the founder of the. Moravian church in
America, with whom Boehm had much trouble and many a
controversy regarding matters spiritual, in a moment of ag
gravation referred to Boehm as "That rich plantation owner
of Pennsylvania," reference being made perhaps especially to
his home in Whitpain. This tract of land, owned by the late
Charles Nolan, comprised 200 acres. For a number of years
Boehm had lived here, paying taxes and quit-rent. He acquired
title to it on September 9, 1736, and the deed was recorded in
Philadelphia the following year. It cost him 165 pounds 13
shillings and one pence. Tradition says that the house in
which he lived was on the race-track side of the Skippack road.

Naturally one wonders how a man with a parish cover
ing what is now divided into six counties could have given
much care to farming. Just here, reading between the lines,
we find his eldest son, Anthony William Boehm, was the
"Fides Achates," whose careful management earned for him
a substantial reward, as we shall see later. Evidently his
farming was of the intensive type, for when his father's
estate was inventoried some years later, we find it to have been
unusually well stocked. There were working horses, mares and
colts, calves and cows, lambs and sheep, geese and chickens,
stocks of bees, beef and bacon, molasses by the hogshead,
wheat, rye, sugar by the cask, oats, corn-and flax, rum and
cider, household furnishings, working implements, 3 slaves,
etc., including "2 distills and 2 coolers."
Regarding the latter item much criticism, which is emi
nently unjust, has been offered. In those days only progressive
farmers could afford "apple mills," and the neighboring plan
tation-owners for miles around depended on them for grinding
their apples (apple orchards were great treasures then), into
cider for vinegar. It may be assumed that if cider so made
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sometimes developed into "applejack" or "cider oil," according
to the formula used in "home curing," these spirituous by
products were not submitted by the people, to the approval of
their spiritual leaders.
In 1740 the Rev. John Philip Boehm took a grant of land
from the Penns for 200 acres of ground, near the present
borough of Hellertown, Northampton county, Pa., and in 1743
another grant, adjoining the first, for 103 acres.
On September 30, 1748, John Philip Boehm and his wife
Anna Maria deeded the above-mentioned tracts to their eldest

son, Anthony William Boehm,. as recorded, "In consideration
of the natural love and affection which we have and do bear

for and toward our eldest son and heir apparent, for his
betterment in the world and for divers other good causes,
(etc.)."
At this time Anthony William Boehm was 33 years of age.

Neighborhood News and Notices
FROM THE SOUTHERN TIER OF TOWNSHIPS

{From "The American Weekly Mercury")
On Friday last Died at Merion, in an advanced Age, Doctor
Edward Jones, of that Place: And on Sunday his Corpse was
there Interrd in a very decent manner. (Feb. 21-28, 1737,8.)

TO BE SOLD by Publick Vendue, on the 20th Day of this
Instant.

The House and Plantation of Thomas Rees, late of Merion,
deceased. Stone Cutter, containing 88 Acres, about 12 thereof
cleared, part of them Meadow, a young Orchard, and a Saw
Mill on the said premises joyning on Schuylkill convenient for
Water carriage to Philadelphia, Also a Cart and Timber
Wheels, with other Things not here mentioned.
MARY REES, Executrix.

(May 7, 1741)

Philadelphia

We hear from Upper Merion that on Friday last the Barn
of the Widow Moore of that Place was set on Fire by Light
ning, which Consumed the same, together with all the Corn
and Hay in it, before it could be extinguished.

"(July 23-30, 1741)
Some Time last Week the Church in Radnor Township,
Chester County, was broke open, and a Chest therein, which
was bound round with Iron Hoops was also broke open, and
the following Goods stole out of the same, viz. One larg folio
Bible almost new, with Cuts, and the Arms of the Honourable
Society in it, and writing in several Places; one quarto Bible
almost new; one black Gown made of fine Spanish Cloth; one
Chalice; two Plates, and one Bason, being stamp'd Radnor
Church. Whosoever will apprehend and secure the Felons so
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that they may be brought to Justice, shall receive Five Pounds
as a Reward from the Minister and Wardens of the said

Church. July 14, 1742.

(July 8-15, 1742)

{From "The Pennsylvania Gazette")

At the Supreme Court held here on Monday, Tues'day and
Wednesday last, 304 German Protestants were naturalized by
virtue of a late Act of Parliament, having resided in this
Province 7 years.
(April 14,1743)

THERE is at the Plantation of Robert Roberts, Malster, in
Merion, two trespassing Creatures; one a sorrel Mare, brand
ed on the near Buttock TR in one Letter. The other a dark

sorrel Horse, branded on the near Shoulder GH. The Owner,
paying the Charges, is desired to take them away.
(September 13, 1744)
To be sold by Publick VENDUE,
Some Lots of Land, to the Number of 20; 9 Miles from Phila
delphia, near the 3 Tons, on the great Conestogoe Road; being
a pleasant and healthy Situation, adjoining which, are some
Lots already taken up, and in all Probability, a Place for a
Village or Town, it being near Merion Meeting House, within

a Mile of 2 Grist Mills, Fulling Mills and Saw Mills; and a.
place so publick and advantageously situated in the Heart of
a populous Country, and on one of the greatest Roads in the

Province, that almost any Tradesman, may reasonably expect
Encouragement etc.^
(March 11, 1745-6)
JACOB MELLOR

Mr. Robert Johnston, of Merrion Town, in the county of
Philadelphia, his neighbour was dangerously bitten by a
poisonous snake, and was very much swell'd, having applied a
*The "Lots already taken up" undoubtedly represent the first attempt
at real estate development on the site of Ardmore. Deed records for this

locality refer to "lots of Daniel Humphreys and Elizabeth Savage," situ
ated close to Mellor's fax'm.
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China-stone of Mr. Torres's to the Wound, it did draw the
poison out in three hours time, and was perfectly cured.
A neighbour of the same town, was bitten by a mad dog,
and by applying said stone, was also cured.
(April 3, 1746)
Green-Hill, in Lower Merion, Dec. 15, 1747.

Whereas an association is entered into by a great number
of the inhabitants of Philadelphia and others, for the defense
of the province; Therefore, in conjunction with several other
freeholders, I propose to have a company raised on this side
Schuylkill, it being more convenient and of less charge than
to be always obliged to repair to Philadelphia for Instructions

in the military exercise; and having already had the promise
of a Gentleman lately come from, the expedition to instruct
us in the exercise, do hereby desire such of the inhabitants of
TJpper-Merion, Lower-MeHon and Blockley, as are free to bear

arm's in their own defense, to signify their intention to me,
or to Mr. Charles Jenkins^ where I have left an article to be
sign'd, and at whose house they are desir'd to meet on the

first day of January next.

(December 22, 1747)

JOHN HUGHES

Philadelphia, March 22, 1747-8.

The captains and subalterns of the country companies in
Philadelphia county, are desired to meet at Reuben Bonner's,
in West Chester^ township, on Monattony road, on the 16th
of April next, in order to choose their Field Officers.
(March 22, 1747-8)
[A notice of a review of the Philadelphia County Regiment
of Associators, to take place June, 1748, in assigning the places
of meeting, says:] And on the sixth of same month, four com?
®Charles Jenkin's house was at Middle Ferry — now Market street
bridge (see issue of Nov. 8, 1753). For an account of "Green-Hill," and
of John Hughes, see "A History of the Plantation Coimnonly Calle.d.
Greenhill," by W. Logan MacCoy, Esq.
,
®Undoubtedly, this is an error for Worcester.
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panies at Norris's mill, in the township of Norrington, viz.
Capt. Pawlin's, Capt. Dehaven's, Capt. Robins's and Capt.
Hughes's.
(May 26, 1748)
Philadelphia, October 27, 1748.
Dropt, the 21st of this instant, in Mr. Hughes's^ yard, at
the three tun tavern, or on the road to capt. Coultas's ferry,"
a silver watch, Herring, London, the maker, with a silver
chain, one steel seal, another of stone, set in brass, and a key.
Whoever returns said watch to capt. John Meas, in Frontstreet, Philadelphia, shall have Forty Shillings reward paid

by him or PATRICK ALLISON.

(November 10, 1748)

Lost on Sunday the 20th instant, on Conestogoe road, be
tween David George's, and the Merrion Meeting-house, a new
silver watch, wrote on the face Shaw, London, on the inside,
William Shaw, No. 1634, the said watch, had a brown ribbon,
with a blue stone seal set in brass, with a man's head on it,
and wrote round William duke of Cumberland. Whoever finds

the said watch, and brings it to William Gray's, at the sign
of the Conestogoe-waggon, in Market-street, or to Musgrave
Evans, at Thomas Hoodt's, in Water-street, shall have Three
Pounds reward, paid by MUSGRAVE EVANS.

N. B. It is supposed to be taken up by Daniel Crosby, if so,
and offered to sale, the persons that stops it, shall have Four

Pounds reward."

(May 24, 1750)

Upper Mefion, July 24,1751.
To be sold by Richard Bevan, living near the Gulph-mill,
a likely Negroe-man, about 30 years of age, fit for town or
country business, and is expert in driving a team. Also a
Negroe-girl, about 15 years of age. As the said Bevan intends
to let out his plantation, any person inclining to purchase
*Richai'd Hughes. (See Pa. Mag. of Hist, and Biog.; LII, 211.)
' Captain James Coultas, at one time sheriff of Philadelphia. His
feri-y was at High (Market) street.
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either of said Negroes, may agree on reasonable terms with
RICHARD BEVAN.
(August 22, 1751)
' A large Ship is in the Cove from Holland, with Palatines,
and a Billander, that hae been long expected, we hear is in
the River from the same Place, and with Palatines also.
(September 5, 1751)
Germantown, October 22, 1751.
Run away from Christopher Robins, of Whitemarsh town
ship, at the sign,of the Three Tons, a Dutch servant man (etc.)
(October 31, 1751)
To be sold by CHARLES MEREDITH, in Philadelphia,
a certain new messuage, plantation and piece of land, situate
in Lower Merlon, about 9 miles from Philadelphia, containing
66 acres, late the property of William Havard, deceased. Any
person inclining to purchase, may apply to said Meredith, and
know the terms os sale.®
(March 10, 1752)
Philadelphia, November 2, 1752.

- Just arriv'd here the ship Phenix, Capt. Spurrier, from
Holland, with about 600 Palatines, amongst which a great
number of single men and women, boys and girls, whose
freights are to be paid to POLE and HOWELL.
(November 2, 1752)

Philadelphia, May 9, 1753.
Run away yesterday from the subscriber, in Lower Merion
township, Philadelphia county, A Dutch servant man, named
Bastian Remus, of a short stature, black swarthy complexion,
black curled hair, and upwards of 40 years of age; professes
to be a miller, and a good Dutch scholar, and understands

something of the Latin tongue: Had on when he went away,
A lightish colour'd cloth coat, with flat pewter buttons, check
®This tract was afterwards acquired by the Lutheran congregation,
and on it is now situated the cemetery of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
Church.
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shirt and trowsers, and 'tis supposed he has a pair of leather
breeches under them, good felt hat, and new shoes, with
large metal buckles. Whoever takes up the said servant, and
secures him in any goal, so as his master may have him again,
or brings him home, shall have Twenty Shillings, if taken up
within twenty miles of his master's, and Forty Shillings, if
upwards, with reasonable charges paid by Joseph'Williams.
(May 10, 1753)
To be SOLD

A Likely Negro man, about 22 years of age, and under
stands plantation' work, he hath had the small-pox and
measles. Enquire of Thomas Wills, of Lower-merion, near
John Roberts's mill.
(May 2, 1754)

Dropt some days since, between Walnut street wharff and
Evans's ferry, or between that and Jonathan Jones's on Merion
road, A neat shagreen case, with six very good lancets therein,
the top, bottom and hinges silver, and the shagreen round the
top part pressed into a plait or wrinkle, near the front, by
wearing in the pocket, the maker's name, if on it, unknown.
Whoever brings the said, case and lancets to the subscriber,
in Water-street, Philadelphia, shall have a Dollar reward from
CHARLES MOORE.
(May 20, 1756)
To be sold by publick vendue, on Monday the 14th of this
instant, March, and to continue until the whole is sold, at the
plantation of Daniel Byles deceased, in Merion,

All the horses, cows, sheep, hogs, &c, waggon, cart, two
plows, three harrows, cyder mill and press,-and sundry other
farmers utensils, chiefly new, a riding chair, and all the
household goods, cyder, beef, pork and bacon, and sundry
other things too tedious to-mention. All persons buying above
the value of Twenty Shillings to have six months credit, on
giving security. The sale to begin precisely at ten a clock in
the morning, where attendance will be given by
William Ball, Goldsmith, Executor
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N. B. A Negroe man, and two years and nine months of a
Dutch servant girl's time,^ to be sold by said William Ball.
(March 3, 1757)
Philadelphia, July 14, 1757.
To the Overseers of the several Townships in the County
of Philadelphia. WHEREAS I have this day received a Letter
from Sir John St. Glair, Deputy Quarter-master General for
North-America, setting forth, That the Commission which His
Majesty has been pleased to entrust him with, obliges him to
see that all the High-roads in the several Provinces are kept
in good repair: That heavy Complaints have been made to

him, that the Roads of this Province have been much neglected,
and the Laws made for that Purpose have not been duly ex
ecuted; and requiring me to cause Notice to be given to all
Overseers of Roads in my County, that with all convenient
Speed they set about making them good and passable for
Carriages, «&c the Neglect of which may occasion great Incon
venience to the Inhabitants, by a Stoppage of His Majesty's
Troops in the Townships so neglecting, and quartering them
on such Townships until the Roads be made good and pass
able . . . . In Compliance with which Letter, I have caused
this publick Notice to be given. JAMES COULTAS, Sheriff.
(July 21, 1757)
(William Frizel advertises a stage between Lancaster and

Philadelphia.)

(August 24, 1758)

'The unexpired'term of a servant's indenture was often conveyed
from one person to another. It was a change of vuisters—^not of ovmers.

(To Be Concluded in the October Bulletin)

Men of Montgomery County Who Aided the
Ratification of Our Federal Constitution By
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania*
David E. Groshens, Esq.

The close of the Revolutionary War ushered in a critical

period in the political history of the United States. The Articles
of Confederation formed the legal framework under which
the States waged the war for independence. The national
government was inefficient in civil as well as military affairs.
The stresses of war supplied the cohesive force which gave the
States a semblance of governmental unity. However, it was
only a "league of friendship," of which Congress was the
heart and soul, and in which each state had only one vote.
In the post-war era, the impotent government all but fell
apart. Confusion was fast approaching chaos under the
Articles of Confederation. In September of 1786, Alexander
Hamilton drafted a report recommending drastic changes in'
the Federal system. Congress took this report into considera
tion and on February 21, 1787, called for a convention of the
states to be held in May, 1787, at Philadelphia, "for the sole
and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confedera
tion . . ." The convention was called for May 14th, but it was
not until May 25th that a quorum of deputies attended.
The Convention ignored the call to revise the Articles of

Confederation and undertook the arduous task of setting up
a new framework of Federal government. After months of
heated and able debate the work was finished, and on Sep
tember 17, 1787, the Convention resolved that the Constitu
tion "be laid before the United States in Congress assembled,"
*Read before the Fort Washington Historical Society, January
16, 1946.
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and "that it should afterwards be submitted to a convention

of delegates, chosen in each state by the people thereof, under
the recommendation of its legislature, for their assent and
ratification; . .

My paper to-night deals generally with the action of the
people of Pennsylvania and specifically with the action of
the people of Montgomery County on "assent and ratification."
The Pennsylvania delegation in the Federal Convention
moved quickly under the leadership of Benjamin Franklin
to bring the proposed Constitution to the' attention of the
General Assembly of Pennsylvania. The need for positive
action was so great they were impatient with the procedure
set up by the Convention for transmittal. On the very day
the Convention finally approved the proposed Constitution,
the minutes of the General Assembly show the receipt and,
"by special order," two readings of the following letter;
"Sir:

The Convention having decided on the form of a Constitution, to be
recommended to the consideration of the United States, we take the
earliest moment to communicate this important intelligence to the As
sembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and to request you would

•inform that Honorable House, that we shall be ready to report to them
at such time and place as they may direct.
With perfect respect, we have the honor to be.
Sir, your most obedient and humble servants.
B. Franklin

Jared Ingersoll

Robert Morris

Thomas Fitzsimons

Thomas Mifflin

George Clymer

Govemeur Morris

. James Wilson."

The minutes further show that it was:

"Ordered that eleven o'clock to-morrow morning be
assigned for receiving said report."
Accordingly, on September 18th, the new Constitution was
read to the Assembly and spread upon the minutes. It was not
until September 20th that a copy of the. Constitution was
delivered to the Continental Congress In New York.
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The new Constitution gave Congress the power "to exercise
exclusive Legislation in all cases whatsoever over such district
(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of par
ticular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the
seat of the Government of the United States." On September
18th, the day a draft of the Constitution, was filed with the
General Assembly, Franklin, with his keen foresight and

usual promptness, recommended to the General Assembly the
passing of a law to give the United States a district in Penn
sylvania for the seat of the new government.
A contest arose immediately in the General Assembly over
its right to consider the new Constitution before the Congress
transmitted a draft to the Assembly in the manner provided
by the resolution of the Federal- Convention. Members who
were opposed to the Constitution purposely absented them
selves to prevent a quorum. Force was necessary to compel
their attendance.

Finally, on September 28th, the Congress of the United
States resolved that the Constitution be transmitted to the

several legislatures of the states, and the matter of the new
Consitution came before our Assembly in the approved man
ner. The minutes show the Assembly acted with great dis
patch, for, on the same day, a resolution was offered to hold
an election for deputies in a state convention "for the purpose
of deliberating and determining on the said Constitution," and
to consider ceding to the United States a district "for the seat
of the general government."
This resolution was the first state legislative test of the
long struggle to ratify our Federal Constitution. The resolu
tion carried by a vote of forty-three to nineteen. All of the
members from Montgomery County voted in favor Of the
resolution. The members from Montgomery County were
Charles Moore, Samuel Wheeler, James Hockley and Jacob
Reiff. All of us are indebted to these obscure citizens of our

county who helped the Constitution over its first ratification
barrier.
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Of great interest to us is another entry in the minutes
of September 28th, showing receipt of a petition of the grand
jury and sundry inhabitants of Montgomery County calling
for an election of delegates in a state convention for early
and favorable action on the Constitution. The record does not

show similar action by any other grand jury in Pennsylvania.
On September 29th, the General Assembly resolved to call
the election of deputies for "the first Tuesday- of November."
On the same day an effort was made to call the Convention
'in the court house at Lancaster. All of the Montgomery County
members opposed this move, in favor of the State House in
Philadelphia.
The election was held at the appointed time, and Jonathan
Roberts, John Richards, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, and James
Morris were elected deputies from Montgomery County.
The Convention assembled in the State House on November

21, 1787. The first item of business was the election of a
president. The ballot showed thirty votes for Muhlenberg of
Montgomery County, twenty-nine votes for McKean of Chester
County, and one vote for Gray of Philadelphia. General
Anthony Wayne, a deputy from Chester County stated that
thirty was not a majority of sixty, the number of deputies
present, which occasioned some debate, but Muhlenberg was
seated as the presiding officer.
A journal of the Convention was kept, but it was a bare
record of meetings, motions, votes and adjournments. No
complete record of the debates is extant. There was no official
reporter. The sources of information are some notes by James
Wilson, some speeches reported by Thomas Lloyd, and sum
maries in newspapers. It is to be regretted that we have so
little information on this, one of the most important state con
ventions in our history.
James Wilson, a great lawyer and the only member of
the Convention who had taken part in the Federal Conven
tion, dominated the proceedings. His vast legal learning and
his first-hand knowledge of the Constitution freshly acquired

in the long weeks of debate fitted him admirably for le^er-
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ship. His contribution to our constitutional government is pre
eminent in American history.

The day-to-day part played by the deputies from Mont
gomery County is not revealed in the fragmentary and unsatis
factory record of the Convention. Of course, Muhlenberg, as
president, must have played a dominant role. James Morris
is mentioned once in the journal. He was appointed on a com
mittee to consider and report on a petition of certain inhabi
tant's of Philadelphia, Montgomery and Bucks respecting
'cession of a ten square mile area for a seat of Federal govern
ment. The petitioners offered a tract of country "situate be
tween Pennypack and Neshaminy Creeks, on the west side of
the river Delaware." The Convention finally offered Congress

a seat anywhere in Pennsylvania, excepting certain parts of
Philadelphia.

On Wednesday, December 12th, a motion was made by
opponents of the Constitution to adjourn the Convention for
further study of proposed amendments and to await the action
of other states. This important motion was defeated, all of our
deputies voting "nay."

On the same day, the original question before the Con
vention ;

"Will this Convention assent to and ratify the Con
stitution agreed to on the 17th of September, by the
Convention of the United States of America held in

Philadelphia?"

was- put and carried by a vote of forty-six to twenty-three.
In this final test in Pennsylvania, our deputies were again
unanimously in favor of the constitution as written. The di.vision of the vote found most of the deputies from the south
eastern counties'for the Constitution and most of the deputies
from the up-state and western counties opposed to it.
The announcement of the ratification of the Constitution

to the people was made at the court house in Philadelphia at
twelve o'clock noon on-Thursday, December 13, 1787. The an-
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noimcement was preceded by a grand procession^of represen
tatives of the civil and military establishments of the Com
monwealth, and was followed by a rousing public celebration.
On September 15th, this most important Convention ad
journed after thanking Muhlenberg for his services as its
presiding officer.
The state of Delaware ratified the Constitution on Decem

ber 9th, three days before our state. The action of Delaware
showed the country that small states would go along with
the new frame of government. Pennsylvania showed the way
for the great states.

Muhlenberg and his fellow deputies were vital builders
of the pattern of the greatest Republic in the history of the
world. We of Montgomery County should know more of the
men of our county who made such a valuable and timely con
tribution to world political progress.
Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg was born at Trappe, in
1750. His father, Reverend Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, was
the eminent leader of the Lutheran Church in America. His

mother was Anna Maria Weiser, a daughter of Conrad Weiser,
famed as the friend of the Indian. At the age of thirteen Fred
erick was sent to Germany for, his education. About 1770 he
was ordained a Lutheran minister. In 1779, Muhlenberg gave
up the ministry and entered politics. He was elected a dele

gate to the Continental Congress. In 1780 he was elected to
the General Assembly of Pennsylvania and made speaker, a
post which he held for the two succeeding sessions. In 1783,
he was elected to the Council of Censors, a peculiar institution
provided by the state constitution of" 1776, and became its
president.

We should pause to say something of the Council of
Censors. The war-time.constitution of Pennsylvania, provided:
"In order that the freedom of this Commonwealth may
be preserved inviolate forever," there shall be elected two

persons in each city and county to hold office for seven years,
"to be called the Council of Censors." Their duty was to inquire
whether the state constitution had been preserved inviolate
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by the legislative and executive branches of government;
whether public taxes had been justly laid and collected in all
parts of the Commonwealth. They had power of impeachment
and the right to recommend the repeal of laws. They also had
the right to call a convention to amend the constitution of 1776.
This queer institution, which put legislative, judicial and
executive powers in the hands of men elected directly by the

people, lasted but a few years. It was the kind of institution
one would expect to be evolved by a people recently freed
from tyranny.
'
Upon the organization of Montgomery County on Septem
ber 17, 1784, the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania,
appointed Muhlenberg our first register of wills and recorder
of deeds. He held these offices for several years. At the same
time, he was appointed a justice of the peace. The justices in
those days constituted our county courts, and Muhlenberg be
came our first president judge.
At the first election of members of the House of Repre
sentatives under the new Federal Constitution, Muhlenberg
was chosen. He became the first speaker of the House. He
continued as a member of the second, third and fourth Con
gresses, and was speaker of the third.
Muhlenberg ran for governor in 1793 and 1796, but was
defeated both times by Governor Mifflin. In 1800, Governor
McKean appointed him receiver-general of the land office of
Pennsylvania. He died at Lancaster, the seat of state gov
ernment, June 4, 1801; where he now lies buried.
From 1779 until 1786, Muhlenberg was one of the trustees
of the University of Pennsylvania; and he was president of the
German Society of Pennsylvania from 1789 until 1797.
The Muhlenberg family was certainly the most distin
guished of our early Pennsylvania history. Both brothers,
Peter and Frederick, were oustanding leaders in the civil and
military life of our Commonwealth for many years, and their
father was our most eminent theologian. It is to be regretted
their name has sunk into obscurity in our day. So far as I
know, there is not even a Muhlenberg Road in our county.
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Perhaps, pur lovely county park should be named for these,
the greatest sons of the Perkiomen Valley.
Before leaving the Muhlenbergs, it might not be amiss to
speak of their politics. In our first national election in the
autumn of 1788, both Frederick and Peter were elected to the
House of Representatives as state-wide candidates. Frederick
ran as a Federalist, and Peter as an anti-Federalist, although
both supported the Constitution. Frederick's vote in Mont
gomery County was 367 and Peter's 300, showing a slight
preponderance of Federalist sentiment.
John Richards, son of Matthias "and Margaret Hillegas
Ridiards,. was born in New Hanover Township in 1753. His
mother was the cousin of Michael Hillegas, who became the
first treasurer of the United States. The Richards. were of

German origin. John was a successful farmer, store-keeper
and ironmaster. During the Revolutionary "War, he was ap
pointed a justice of the peace with the authority to administer
oaths of allegiance to the American cause. As a justice of the
peace he became ex-officio a member of our first county court
in 1784. He was elected to the fourth Congress of the United
States, 1796-1797; and from 1801 to 1807, served in the state
senate. Death came to him in 1822.

Jonathan Roberts, eldest son of Matthias Roberts and

Sarah "Walter Roberts, was born in Upper Merion Township
in 1731. His grandfather, John Roberts, was born in Wales.
Jonathan was brought up as a farmer. From 1771 to 1775, he
served in the provincial assembly. A member of the society
of Friends, he did not bear arms in the Revolutionary War.
In the statute of September 17,1784, creating Montgomery
County, Jonathan Roberts was appointed one of the trustees
to purchase in the name of the Commonwealth a piece of land
"situated in some convenient place in the neighborhood of
Stony Run, contiguous to the river Schuylkill in Norriton
Township, in trust, and for the use of the inhabitants of the
said county, and thereon to erect and build a court house and
prison, sufficient to accommodate the public service of the
said county."
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From 1788 to 1790, he served in our General Assembly; and
in 1790-1791 and 1799-1800 he was a member of the national

House of Representatives. He died in 1812.
His son, who was also named Jonathan, was the first
citizen of Montgomery County to serve in the United States
Senate, and, for many years, was an important figure in Penn
sylvania politics. His "Memoirs of a Senator from Pennsyl
vania," give an interesting picture of his times.
James Morris, the fourth of our deputies in the convention
which ratified the Federal Constitution, was born in Whitpain
Township in 1753.
His grandfather, Anthony Morris, purchased a large tract
of land in this community in 1713. In 1726 he sold four hun
dred acres to Abraham Dawes, whose son, Abraham Dawes,
Jr., built the house known as "Dawesfield" in 1736. James
Morris married Elizabeth Dawes in 1772. It is reported that
"Dawesfield" is to this day in the hands of their descendants.
James Morris was of English extraction and a birthright
member of the Society of Friends. His religious affiliations,
however, did not deter his militant activities in behalf of the
cause of American independence. On April 1, 1777, he was
commissioned third lieutenant in the Pennsylvania Regiment
of Artillery. After the close of the war he continued his mili
tary career as captain of the Montgomery County Troop of
Light Horse. In 1793, he was appointed brigadier general of
the Montgomery County militia, and in 1794, he campaigned
in western Pennsylvania to suppress the uprising known as
the "Whiskey Rebellion."
During the Revolutionary campaign of 1777-1778, this
community was the scene of great military activity, and on
October 19, 1777, "Dawesfield" became the headquarters of
the Continental Army for a period of two weeks. The young
lieutenant of artillery became the proud host of his commander-in-chief, George Washington.
After Yorktown, James Morris turned to politics. He
served in the General Assembly in the sessions of 1782 and
1783. Upon the creation of our county he was commissioned
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a justice of the peace. As we have pointed out, the justices
of the peace in that day constituted the county courts. His
commission as justice of the peace gave him jurisdiction in
Whitpain, Norriton and Worcester Townships. Mr. Morris
served as an associate judge of the county courts until July
23, 1785, when the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsyl
vania commissioned him president judge, which high office he

held for four years. At the age of thirty-two years, he became,
I dare say, our youngest president judge.
In 1789-1790,'James Morris served in the convention which
drafted a new constitution for the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania.

Incidentally, the constitution of 1790 provided for judicial
districts presided over by men learned in the law, with asso
ciate judges not learned in the law. Montgomery County was
placed in a judicial district with Philadelphia and Bucks
Counties. James Biddle became our first president judge

learned in the law, and James Morris became the last layman
to preside over our county courts.
In 1791 he was appointed register of wills and recorder
of deeds for our county by Governor Mifflin. In 1792 he was
elected a presidential elector and cast his vote for his old
friend and superior officer, General Washington.

Death came to James Morris on July 10, 1795, at the age
of forty-two years. He lies in the burial ground at Plymouth
Meeting. Thus ended a short career, heaped high with the
honors of public service. One can only speculate on the high
offices to which he might have arisen, had he been granted the
allotted span of life.

Our delegation in the ratifying Convention of 1787, were
men of foresight and uncommon ability. Two of them were
Quakers and two of them were Lutherans. Two of them were

German; one was Welsh, and one was English, but the early
fires of the melting pot had fused them into sterling men of
the new race which we love to call American.

Bible Records
BOWEN BIBLES

[Philadelphia: Published and Sold by Kimber and Sharpless at their

^

book-store, No. 8 south 4th street (no date).]
[First Bible]
Marriages

Abijah Bowen and Hannah Siter were married March 1st
1806.
Births

Abijah Bowen was born May 21st 1784.
Hannah Siter daughter of Adam and Sarah Siter was born
August 28th 1783.
Edward S. Bowen son of Abijah and Hannah Bowen was
born January 9th 1807.

Ann Bowen daughter of Abijah and Hannah Bowen was
born June 5th 1809.
Deaths

Ann Bowen daughter of Abijah and Hannah Bowen died
January 19th 1811.
Abijah Bowen Died August 7th 1858 aged Seventy four
years two months & sixteen days.
Hannah Bowen Wife of Abijah Bowen Died Aug. 8th 1860Aged.77 years 11 Months & 20 Days.
Adam Siter Died in October 1797 in the 42nd'Year of his

Age.

Sarah Siter Died August 12th 1825 in the Sixty, Seventh
year of her Age.
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Baptisms

[slip of paper, pinned in Bible]

Hannah Bowen was Baptized October 1835.
Abijah Bowen was Baptized November 1840.
Miscellaneous
[slip of paper, loose in Bible]

Esther Bowen the D

\

of Wm. & Anne Bowen was

born September the 21st 1779 Thusday.ll o'clock.
Jonathan Bowen was born Sep

(?) the 9th 1781 on Sun-,

day 8 oC.

Abijah Bowen was born
at

the 21st 1784 on friday

4 oClock Morning-.

Mary Bowen was born Ju.... the 21st 1787 Monday 6
oCIock or 9th (written below "21st")
Anne Bowen the wife —

Wm. Bowen Departed this

Life October the 2d 179

[Second Bible]
Marriages

Married on Thursday 12th of Septem 1833r Edward Siter
Bowen of Chester County P. A. to Angelina Bright of Union
County P. A.

Married on Monday June 13th 1881 Abijah Harry Bowen
of Philada Pa. to Belle D. Shermer also of Philadelphia Pa.
Births

Hiram Siter Bowen son of Edward S. & Angeline Bowen
Born June 16, 1834.
Amanda Bowen born March 15, 1837.

Abijah Harry Bowen son of Edward S. & Angeline Bowen
Born December 28, 1846.

Fall Meeting, November 17, 1945
The Fall Meeting was held in the Assembly Hall of the Society on
Saturday, November 17, 1945, at 2:00 P.M. After a short business ses
sion, Mrs. A. Conrad Jones, a trustee of the Society, read a short paper,

entitled^ "The Oak Tree Debating Society of Lower Providence." Mrs.
Jones graciously gave to the Society the original Minute Book of this
Debating Society.
The next paper on the list was presented by the president of the
Society, Kirke Bryan, Esq. It dealt with his collection of old Montgomery
County sheet music, and brought out the astonishing fact that so much
had been produced by teachers and amateur musicians in our MidVictorian institutions of learning. A charming note was added by having
some of the original compositions played on the piano-accordion by Mrs.
Norma Lippert, a virtuoso and teacher of this instrument.
Next on the program was the talk on Old Fire Marks and Fire

Fighting, delivered by Mr. W. Emmert Swigart of Huntingdon, Pa. Mr.

Swigart went to great trouble to bring along the choicest pieces of his
collection of Fire Marks and easily held the attention of the audience

with his interesting talk.
At the conclusion of the meeting, refreshments were served, and the
assembly lingered to enjoy viewing the exhibits of the day, which were
rare pieces of Montgomery County sheet music from the collection of Mr.
Bryan, and Mr. Swigart's Fire Marks and paraphernalia for fire-fighting.
NANCY C. CRESSON,
Recording Seoretarjf

145

Annual Meeting, February 22, 1946
The annual meeting was held at 2:00 P. M. in the Assembly Hall of
the Society. The following officers and trustees were elected for the
ensuing year:
Trustees:

President:

Kirke Bryan, Esq.

Kirke Bryan, Esq.

Mrs. H. H. Francine

Vice-Presidents:

H. H. Ganser

S. Cameron Corson

Nancy P. Highley

Charles Harper Smith

Foster C. Hillegass

George K. Brecht, Esq.

Mrs. A". Conrad Jones

Recording Secretary:

David Todd Jones

Nancy C. Cresson

Horu Harold G. Knight
Lyman A. Kratz

Corresponding Secretary:

Douglas Macfarlan, M. D.

Helen E. Richards

Katharine. Preston

Financial Secretary:

Charles Harper Smith'

, Mrs. LeRoy Burris

Franklin A. Stickler

Mrs. Franklin B. Wildman, Jr.

Treasurer:

Norris D. Wright

Lyman A. Kratz

The librarian, Mr. R. P. Hommel, read the financial report for 1945,
which had been duly audited by Messrs. R. Ronald Dettre and William
R. Fisher. It was approved as submitted. Seventeen new members were
elected at this meeting.

The speaker of the day was Mr. G. Edwin Brumbaugh, the noted
Gwynedd Valley architect, who spoke on "Restoration of Historical
Buildings" with special reference to the restoration of the Cloisters at
Ephrata. He has been engaged on this undertaking for the last few
years and went into.great detail about the intricate problems involved.
It requires not only mastery of the history of colonial handicrafts but
also the recreation of tools and practices of the pioneer artisans. Trial
and en-or, for instance, led to the construction of a contrivance for riving
boards and shingles to be used for clap-boarding and roofing to equal
the erstwhile product. Necessary nails are forged by hand pn the prem
ises, and make the restoration authentic even in that respect. Mr. Brum
baugh exhibited specimens of riven boards and shingles to prove his
146
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point. Showing of beautiful lantern slides of the buildings and interiors
at Ephrata and detailed aspects of the restoration concluded this
outstanding lecture.

" -

*

In observance of George Washington's Birthday, a special display
was arranged for this meeting. There was a document with the' signature
of George Washington and a number of rare books' (from the collection
of Mr. Kirke Bryan), among them the first .printing of his Farewell
Address, Philadelphia, 1796, and a rare book on Washington printed in
Chambersburg in 1816; Mr. Hommel showed an aquarelle- of Geoij'ge
Washington made by Samuel Finley Bi*eese Moi'se, of telegraph fame.
NANCY C. CBESSON,
Recording Secretofry

Report on Membership
It is a feature of the April Bulletin to report on two previous meet
ings; at each, new members were elected.

NEW MEMBERS (exbcted November 17, 1945)
Dr. Harvey Bassler
Joseph H. Cochran

J. Howard Pew
Mrs. J. Howard Pew

Paul J. Franklin

Mrs.. Walter Rebmann

Henry R. Hallowell

Miss Eleanor A. Righter

Jesse R. Huber

Mrs. Fred E. Roberts

Raymond A. Kline
Henry A. Kraus
C. Robert Parvin

J. W. Sames
Dr. Samuel B. Sturgis
• Edmund R. Teubner, Jr.

Miss Elizabeth B. Williamson

NEW MEMBERS (exacted February 22, 1946)
Mrs. Lewis Audenried

Miss Helen A. Lewis

Mrs. J. R. Benge
Miss Tacy E. Bright
Mrs. Dorothy Gibson

Charles J. Maguire
Robert McLean
Mrs. H. G. McMurtrie

William L. Gotwals

E. Wallace Miller

Thomas Hart

Norman K. Morse

Miss Annie B. Hays

Ralph A. Morse

Ira Kreider

Mrs. Victor J. Roberts

Mrs. Richard Rogers

Thomas E. Clemens

DEATHS
Rev. Richard L. Williams

John Woodall

"
Miss Julia N. Welsh

Miss Mary Walker

Mrs. Ira A. Smith

Charles H. Shaw

Norman Kulp

Hon. Franklin Spencer Edmonds
The status of membership at the conclusion of the yearly meeting,
February 22, 1946, was as follows:
Honorary Members

7

Life Members
Annual Members

34
466

Total Membership

507
HELEN E. RICHARDS,
Corresponding Secretary
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Tke Historical Society of Montgomery County haa for

ita objectthe preaervation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical
research has been materially aided in the past by donations

of family, church and graveyard records; letters, diaries
and other manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers

have also been contributed. This public-spirited support has

been highly appreciated and is earnestly desired for the
future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested per

sons, whether residents of the county or not, and all such
persons are invited to have their names proposed at any
meeting. The annual dues are $2.00; life membership,

$50.00. Every member is entitled to a copy of each issue of

The Bulletin free.

Historical Hall, 18 East Penn Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 to 12 A.M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted

during these hours, but no book may be taken from the
building.

To Our Friends
OurSociety needs fundsfor the furthering of its work, its expansion,

its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through
bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their estates.
The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to
meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the making
of wills:

I HEREBY GIVE AND BEQUEATH TO THE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OF

dollars ($

)

