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Conserving the Past
Dr. H. M. J. Klein*

I feel it a very great honor to have been invited to speak
to you on this occasion. The Historical Society of Montgomery
County exists for the purpose of conserving for the present
and future generations those personalities, deeds, traditions
and memories which have been most worthy of the long and

honorable history of the area included in your jurisdiction.

Any organization whose function is to conserve what is
worth while, either in nature or in human nature, plays an

important role in our 20th century life, in which the work
of destruction often seems to loom larger than the work of
conservation.

In the past 50 years we seem to have discovered or in
vented new means of greater destructive power than the world
has hitherto known. It is refreshing to find that there are
still societies in existence whose aim is to keep or protect

things from loss or decay rather than to destroy them ruth
lessly. One of the chief aims of an historical society, as I
understand it, is the conservation of the past.

What claim does the past have upon us? It has a right to
our respect. A worthy regard for the past is a splendid trait in
any man or in any community. It is folly to imagine that wis
dom was born with us and will die with us, or that there was
little worth our attention in the lives of our predecessors, or to

forget that in times long ago there toiled the discoverers of
nearly everything we enjoy today. Surely they who built the
lower stories of the vast temple of human achievement are as

worthy of praise as they who raised it to loftier heights.
A self-respecting community will not be indifferent to the
value of the lives, labors and sacrifices of the countless multi
tude of men and women who have made their little contribution
^Address at the 75th Anniversary of the Historical Society of Mont
gomery County, delivered in Norristown, Pa., on February 22, ,1956.
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to the life of the community and then' passed on. They founded
the cities and established the arts, tilled the fields and founded
the institutions, made laws and planted churches. Their lives
and works live today in the very fiber and quality of our mind

and heart, in,our taste and tendency, and in everything that
goes to make the life and character of a community.
Sound progress is ever respectful of all that is finest and
best in the past. It regards highly every jot of true substance

and will permit nothing of real value to pass away. It will
conserve the past as well as respect it.
How can this conservation of the past be effected? First,

by creating an historic spirit in the people, which will give
them a real interest in the past history of their own community
and give them a desire to save from oblivion much of the past
life of a community which has real value, and to bring to light
much that would otherwise lapse out of sight. That is the first

important function of a local historical society.
It means a great deal if a body of loyal men and women
bind themselves together in the determination that the customs
and traditions, the deeds and achievements of those whose
descendants they are shall not be lost.

What a splendid work an historical society can accom
plish in the way of conserving the past of a community, by
recalling to the minds of its citizens the fascinating things of
local histot'y!

In a county like Montgomery almost every foot of ground
is a nucleus for historic interest. There is hardly an old attic
that does not have a storage of local history. It is astonishing,
too, what a storehouse is the memory of a person whose youth
goes far back in our national life. My own mother was born
in the days of Andrew Jackson, and her parents were young
in the days of George Washington. Here, in the lives of two
people, we span the entire history of the United States as a
nation. It is a mistake for a community to let too many of
these men and women carry their records of deeds done and
events seen into the great beyond.
Local history is the key to all history. The growth of in-
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terest in local history all over the United States has been rapid
within the past twenty-five years. This is a sign of growing
maturity among our people.

In a community like this you can take a house, a street,
a bit of land, a river, an Indian Treaty, a canal, or a furnace
as a nucleus. You can read old books and newspapers, examine

old maps and plans and pictures, talk with old residents, and
before long your facts will form layer upon layer around your
center. As you compare and analyze, and allow your imagin
ation to flow over house and land, road or church, river or

treaty, it soon crystallizes into a shapely, lasting concretion
of local history. Whatever the nucleus is, the thing grows rap
idly. One incident leads to another—fascinating facts peep
from every side. We soon learn something about the earlier

people who lived there — about the Indians who hunted, or the
soldiers who tramped over it all — about the opening of roads
— about family traditions. So the story of your own house and
lot soon enlarges and links itself into the history of your town
and county, and trails off down the river to the widest horizon
of history at large.
So does the individual become one with the whole of

society — and so does local history, with all its charming asso
ciations, link itself with all those who dreamed and worked in
other days.

Thus your Society performs this function of keeping alive
the historic spirit in the community by preserving and record
ing facts that seem worthy of becoming recorded history.
There is a local history club in central New York that makes
it obligatory that no one shall be a member who does not con
tribute at least once a year a statement of facts that seem
worthy of becoming a part of the recorded history of the com
munity. These facts are filed with great care and form an
accumulation of material that "will be of great value to some
future historian of that section of the State. This local historic
interest can be further developed by papers read, addresses

heard, publications issued, and books published on the past life
of the people of the community.

g0
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Pageantry

Another way of creating the historic spirit in the life of a
community is by means of the pageant. The historic pageant
has done wonders for local history. This ancient method of
presenting history in dramatic form and in artistic, pictur
esque fashion, brings immediate and permanent, results, espe
cially if parts are taken by the very descendants of the men
and women whose characters they portray.
Markers

Another way in which historical societies are conserving
the past is by marking with tablets those places that have
particular historic interest and value. More recently this mat
ter of locating and marking historic sites has been taken up in
systematic fashion within the borders of the Commonwealth by
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. This is
conservation of the highest kind, in which the local Societies

play an important role, for the Commission has power not only
to mark historic spots but to preserve historic buildings from
destruction. We Americans need to leam that to waste historic
material is as great a crime as to waste natural resources.

Consider the important question of historic documents.

The value of written records as historic sources is recognized
by every historian. No records, no history. These documents
are the traces which have been left by the thoughts and actions
of the men and women of former times. Of these thoughts and
deeds there are very few visible traces left, and these traces are

seldom durable. An accident is enough to efface them. Every
thought and every action that has left no visible trace, or none
but have since disappeared, is lost for history as though it had
never existed. For want of documents the history of immense
periods in the past of humanity is destined to remain forever
unknown.

If documents are so important, how necessary it is that

they should be collected and compiled with care. The originals
should be saved from the tooth of time as long as possible. It
is a fact that many priceless manuscripts have been scattered
or destroyed for want of appreciation of their significance
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for the future. The National Archives Building in Washington
and the State Historical Societies have saved valuable collec
tions of family papers from destruction.

One of the most important functions of local historical
societies consists in the'gathering and preservation of docu
ments, records and papers which, in the opinion of those com

petent to judge, are valuable for historical purposes. Some day
we will realize that patriotism that counts will have too much
respect for even scraps of paper on which are written the
records of our national and local life, to allow them to be scat

tered thoughtlessly to the four winds of heaven. Conservation

is patriotism. This is true of natural resources, of human life
and of historical material.

The conservation of the past is not a work that will appeal

to the cynic. It is not a task for a pessimist. It requires men and
women of serious and devoted spirit, of insight and foresight.
It demands minds that can look forward as well as backward.
For this conservation of the past is all for the sake of the
future.

It is this forward-looking spirit which makes the conser

vation of the past a task worth while, which saves us,from dis
couragement, despair and ignoble contentment. It redeems life
from pettiness and narrow horizons. It does not belittle the
present. It helps us to see that the glory of the past has not
really gone from the earth; that life has lost none of its ancient
fascination; that the world is as full as ever of grandeur and
loveliness, wonder and mystery, love and loyalty; and that
human nature has changed very little for better or worse.

The encouragement of the writing of local history is an

other important function of an historical society. Writing local
history is one of the few jobs remaining in our world which
defies mass production methods. It requires individual crafts
manship. Local history requires local materials, and these are
rarely to be found in quantity anywhere except within the
immediate community. A local Historical Society furnishes the

opportunity and the stimulus to individual historians — in
many places helps to furnish a vitalized program in the schools

08

BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

of the community, where it is becoming^ to be realized more and
more that one does not really know what a community is until
and unless one knows how the community came to be what it

is. It is amazing how interested the boys and girls of our mod
ern schools can become in the past life of their community if
material is made available and encouragement is given in the
task of discovering and writing the history of their localities.
For these and many other reasons I congratulate the His
torical Society of Montgomery County for three-quarters of a
century of work in creating a sense of regional self-conscious

ness and character, which is the basis of civic stability.
I congratulate the Historical Society of Montgomery

County on experiencing a fuller sense of gratification and
pleasure through a wider knowledge of your own community,
which is the basis of loyalty.

I congratulate the Historical Society of Montgomery
County on sharing this experience as widely as possible with
other people, in a form in which they can understand it. This
is the basis of your security.

Long may you continue in this fine, useful, patriotic work

in this countywhich is so full of the beauty and bounty of God,
and so rich in historic lore.

Our Place Among Historical Societies
Donald A. Gallager, Esq.

The Historical Society of Montgomery County, which to
day celebrates its Seventy-fifth Aniversary, is by no means
the oldest such organization, but 1 do believe it is one of the
more durable ones. Although the Massachusetts Historical So

ciety was organized in 1791, the New York Historical Society
in 1804, and the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in 1824,
down to the Civil War there were, all told, no more than sixtyfive historical societies which had come into existence in this

country — and a decade or so ago not more than half of those
were still in existence.

When we look around us today, and see so many societies,
old and young, it is difficult to realize that such organization
have not always been a part of the American scene. Actually it
was not until the early 1800's that a few individuals, moved
more by schola'rship or by pride in ancestors than by patrio
tism, voiced the need for co-operative effort in seeking out and
preseiwing records. In 1826, the editor of the North American
Review deplored the "scattered and loose condition" of the
materials for a historian of the United States. In 1855 letters

of the Revolutionary Committee of Safety were found among
trash used to fill a mudhole in the streets of Charleston. As
noted several decades later by the historian of our own county.

Colonel Bean, "In this country . . . we have been more suc
cessful in making history than in preserving it."
Although Montgomery County came into existence in

1784, and was the locale of many notable events and the home

of many great men and women over the years, it was not until
nearly a century later that the need for a county historical so
ciety was voiced, and a movement begun to create such an or
ganization.

"The first meeting for establishing the Historical Society
was held at the Court House, Norristown, on February 22,

1881. Among those who signed a call for this meeting, most of
69
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whom were present, were Dr. Hiram Corson, Major Wm. H.
Holstein, Col. Theodore W. Bean, Robert Iredell, Gen. William
J. Bolton, Moses Auge, Isaac Chism, Reuben Krieble, Samuel
M. Corson, F. G. Hobson, Prof. R. F. Hoffecker, Isaac Roberts,
Nathanial Jacoby, Jones Detwiler, L. H. Davis, Dr. J. S.
Shrawder, William M. Clift, A. K. Thomas, William J. Binder,
William H. Bean, M. S. Longaker, Wm. J. Nicholls, William
Auchenbach. Col. Theodore W. Bean was made chairman, and
Samuel M. Corson, secretary.
"A permanent organization of the society was soon
formed. A name.for it was selected, constitution and by-laws
were adopted, ladies were declared eligible for membership,
and dues fixed. A circular letter was prepared and sent to
public spirited citizens throughout the county, asking theim to
assist in collecting historical information for the purposes of
the society. The interest of William J. Buck, Abraham Cassel
and other local historians and antiquarians was enlisted, and
their assistance was promised.
"It was determined to hold meetings of the society
monthly, and they were so held for several years. But subse
quently the meetings were held quarterly; the principal meet
ing being always held on the 22d of February of each year."
The Society played a leading role in celebrating the cen
tennial of the formation of Montgomery County. At a meeting
of the Society on May 25, 1882, Col. Theodore W. Bean, Presi
dent of the Society presiding, "The project of a suitable cele
bration of the centennial of the county's organization in 1784
was discussed at some length, and the chair, on motion, ap
pointed a committee to confer with a similar committee of the
county officials, to consider the proper observance of that oc
casion." On the same date, the county officials met to take sim
ilar action, and appointed a committee to act in conjunction
with the committee named by the Society. The two committees
then met to form a joint organization, which ultimately became
THE CENTEiNNIAL ASSOCIATION OF MONTGOMERY

COUNTY, PA., under the presidency of Joseph Fornance,
Esquire.
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The Society was chartered in 1883. From the time of its
founding until the successful completion of the centennial cele
bration it was quite active and there was a great deal of public
interest. However, for a few years thereafter there was less
activity, and membership fell off. Meetings during this period
were held in the Court House in a room made available by the
County Commissioners.

In 1894 the Society acquired the former Borough Hall at
18 E. Penn St., named it Historical Hall, and occupied it until
completion of our new building in 1954. During our sixty years
in Historical Hall we built up a card catalog of ten thousand
items; an outstanding library, especially in the field of gene
alogy : published seven volumes of SKETCHES, 1895-1925; in

1936 began publication of the Bulletin ; and assembled a not
able collection of items and data recording and reflecting the
history of Montgomery County.

It would require much more time than I propose to take
here today to tell you in any detail of the activities and ac
complishments of the Society during the past three-quarters of
a century. Of course the accomplishment with which I am most
familiar, since it occurred during my time in office, is the
building of this fine new home for the Society, of which we
are all so proud.

It is my hope, my confident belief, that in the years to
come The Historical Society of Montgomery County will play
an ever more important part in helping our citizens to appre
ciate that "Most of what is best in contemporary life is what is

persistent in it from yesterday or day before yesterday."

Reminiscences
Mrs. a. Conrad Jones*

I thank our President for inviting me to share briefly in

this program. I send warm greetings and cordial congratula
tions to all who have come here this afternoon to unite in ob

serving this seventy-fifth anniversary.
The measure of our achievement may be judged by the
integrity with which we adhere to the purposes for which this
Society was organized. Without undue complacency or pride,
we can lay claim to years of useful, steady growth.
Many factors have entered into these many years, and con
tinue to operate in setting up the milestones marking progress.
In particular, I would mention one outstanding goal, the open

ing of our library to our members and the interested public.
This was possible when we became fully established in our
former home in Historical Hall. By that time we had a reason
ably full collection of books, including the seven volumes of

Historical Sketches, issued while Mr. Joseph Fornance was
President and covering a wide range of county history. These
were conveniently arranged on shelves. Our manuscripts and
valuable records could be consulted in our fireproof vault.
When, finally, an interested and informed librarian was placed
in charge, and could open the rooms daily, then we could say
to all, for the first time — come and make full use of these
privileges.
'""Read before the Society on its seventy-fifth anniversary, February 22,
1956. Mrs. Jones first became a member of the Society on February 26,
1891, and was its Corresponding Secretary, 1895-1919. In 1920, she was
elected a Trustee, and has been continuously re-elected to that office. The
value of her contribution to local history cannot better be expressed than
by quoting the words of her father, Theodore W. Bean, in the Preface to
his' History of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, "And finally, to my
daughter, I owe the deepest obligations for a careful and intelligent
co-operation and cheerful assistance in the revision of both manuscript
and proof, and for many suggestions and notations of important histori
cal facts."
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The care and skill with which our librarian transferred

these resources to our new building is an assurance of their
continued use. The increasing number of volumes of local his

tory and volumes of allied interest deserves and will undoubt
edly attract an increasing number of readers.
Parallel with this abiding interest in the library is our
Bulletin, publishing not only the papers read before our So
ciety, but also records and items of genealogical value, reports
of our meetings and our officers, and the excellent reports
of our librarian to keep us up to date. All honor to the distin
guished editor of this invaluable asset to our Society, and
thanks to his associate editors.

Opening up our Library in Historical Hall made it possi
ble to display family treasures entrusted to our care, and in a
modest degree, utilize our rooms for museum purposes. Far
beyond our dreams, these wide, beautiful spaces in our new
home now display adequately the valuable and generous gifts
to our Society and add greatly to the cultural and educational
opportunities of our County.
Thanks to the untiring efforts of our President, to the
devoted work of our Librarian, and to the faith and coopera
tion of many of our members, we are now in a position to enter

upon our n«rt twenty-five years of growth with zeal and con
fidence.

February 22,1956.
Mary Bean Jones

First Minutes of

The Historical Society of
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania*
Arbitration Room, Court House,
Norristown, Pa. Feby. 22,1881

Agreeable to previous call, a meeting of persons interested
in forming a Historical Society was held in the Arbitration
Room of the Court House.

On motion Col. Theo. W. Bean was called to the chair and

Sam'l M. Corson was chosen temporary Secretary.
In taking the chair Col. Bean said "Gentlemen—I beg to
acknowledge the compliment tendered in the presidency of this
meeting, the presence of which is encouraging. It has been
thought proper that measures should be taken to preserve the
common history of our ancestry, as associated with the organi
zation and development of the county, and take the initiatory
steps in preparing for a proper celebration or memorial to
mark the close of its first century.
In this county comparatively new in the great sub-divi
sions of the earth,'we have been more successful in making
history than in preserving it. The almost marvelous achieve
ments of the great, heroic and distinguished men and women
who have preceded us in the work of life and bequeathed to
us civil and religious liberty, and the personal advantages of
permanent self-government place us under obligations to
reciprocate in some measure the distinguished favor and if
possible to rescue their work, their common history, from the
household of their progeny before it is forgotten or deemed
of minor importance. To this end this meeting has been called,
and we hope it will result in permanent and effective organiza

tion, intelligent and methodical effort, until the work is ac
complished.
* From the original Minute Book.
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The history of a county can not be written by the ordinary
book-makers. It comes from the thousands of homes where it

is lived and repeated in the generations constantly succeeding
each other. And it is only when the archives of The Historical
Society of Montgomery County contain the rich contributions
of facts associated with the domestic, civil and religious and
political lives of those gone before, that we can write a book
that will adequately tell the beautiful story of their hardship
and perils, their devotion and sacrifice and patriotism and
achievement."

On motion a committee on permanent organization was
appointed which consisted of Dr. Hiram Corson, Major Wm. H.
Holstein, Robert Iredell, General Wm. J. Bolton and Reuben
Kriebel.

The chairman read a sketch of a circular letter intended to

be used in collecting information for the purposes of the
Society.
On motion a committee was appointed to perfect this circulat, which committee consists of the following persons; viz:
F. G. Hobson, Esq., Dr. J. S. Shrawder, L. H. Davis, Isaac
Roberts and M. Auge.
The name of "The Historical Society of Montgomery
County Pa." was adopted.
The following committee was appointed to draft a Con
stitution and rules of government for the Society: Col. Theo.
W. Bean, Prof. R. F. Hoffecker and Isaac Chism, Esq.
It was resolved to hold meetings on the 3rd Saturday in
each month, the next to be on the 3rd Saturday in Mairch at
2 o'clock P.M., to make ladies eligible to membership, and to
admit all respectable candidates who subscribe to the rules and
regulations of the Society and pay an annual fee of one dollar.
A vote of thanks to the County Commissioners for the use
of the Arbitration Room was passed and the meeting ad
journed.
The Roll of Membership was signed by the following
persons; viz: Wm. H. Holstein, Dr. Hiram Corson, Dr. J. S.
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Shrawder, L. H. Davis, Col. Theo. W. Bean, Prof. R. F. Hoffecker, Reuben Kriebel, Moses Auge, Gen. Wm. J. Bolton, Isaac
Roberts, Nathaniel Jacoby, Jones Detwiler, Wm. H. Bean,
Isaac Chlsm, Esq., A. E. Thomas, F. G. Hobson, Esq., W. J.
Binder, M. S. Longaker, W. J. Nicholls, Wm. Auchenbach,
S. M. Corson and Wm, M. Clift.

Theo. W. Bean, President
Attest:

S. M. Corson, Searetdry
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The Andrew Morgan Tannery
Worcester Township,
Montgomery County, Pa.
(Opeiiited by Andrew Morga/n
from 18^1 to 1891)
Joseph Shrawder
INTRODUCTORY
This brief sketch is due to

1. Memory of the tannery around 1886.
2. Talks with Uncle John Morgan who operated the tannery for
several years.
3. Information from Andrew Morgan, a grandson; and Joseph R.
Heebner, of Worcester Township.
4. Friendly instruction in the art of tanning sole leather by Mr. F.
A. Loveland, co-owner of the Howard Tannery at Corry, Fa.
Joseph Shrawder,
Jan. 26, 1966.
Mont Clare, Pa.

Tanning is one of the oldest arts of man. In the Book of
Acts, 10-32, we read: "Send therefore to Joppa and call hither
Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of
one Simon, a tanner, by the sea side." In Shakespeare's Ham^
let—^Act V, we read: "A tanner will last you nine year. Why
he more than another? Why sir, his hide is so tanned with
his trade that he will keep out water a great while." There is
both truth and poetry here. The tanner of Shakespeare's time
stood in the liquor in a tanning vat in order to lift the hides or
leather from the vat.

Leather has been quite useful in every occupation of man.
Morocco leather, named from its place of manufacture, is thin
and pliable, durable and with a red color. When boys of a by
gone generation, wore high topped boots, they were often
decorated at the top front by an inserted piece of bright red
"Morocco" leather. The old time books were bound with leather

which came from Russia. This leather was very thin and of a
yellow or light brown color, darkening with age. The fair color
was produced by tanning in a liquor made from willow leaves.
77

78

BULLETIN OP HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

It was very durable as many old books will -testify today. The
poet Longfellow speaks of "boots of Cordova leather." Just
what made Cordova leather famous is not known at present;
but it was tanned in Cordova, a city in southern Spain, and

exported in great quantity.
Grandfather Andrew Morgan's tannery stood near the
intersection of the Old Germantown Pike, now Pennsylvania
Route No. 422, and what is now known as Church Road, in
Worcester Township, Montgomery County, Pa. It was perhaps
one mile west of Fairview Village. It is evident that a tannery
had been in operation there when he bought the property in
1841. Numerous small tanneries existed locally at that time.
Joseph Brower ran one where a small stream "crosses the Egypt
Road, midway between Green Tree Church and Oaks. Regu
larly placed hollows in the surface of the ground marked the
location of the vats and they were visible there until about
1920.

Morgan Casselberry operated a steam powered tannery
at Evansburg for many years. Morgan Casselberry was a
nephew of Andrew Morgan, and it may be believed that An
drew Morgan learned his trade at the Evansburg tann^: The
tall brick stack of this tannery was still standing about 1910.

Just above Trappe, where Gilberts Run crosses the Readii^
Pike, stood Miller's tannery which was closed around 1900 or
1905. Tradition tells that a tannery at one time operated on

Township Line Road, between Lower Providence and Norriton
Townships, where a small stream crossed, or directly opposite
to the former William J. Reese property, now a dairy farm.
The Faust Tannery, at Rose Valley, on the Butler Pike just
north of Ambler, Pa., closed about 1910.
Francis Daniel Pastorius on March 7, 1684, writes to
friends in Germany:—"A tanner can begin his trade (here in
Germantown, Pa.) with great advantage as we can obtain
enough skins in the country around us, exchanging one dressed
for two undressed and' also keep the best for a pair of shoes."
(From "The Settlement of Germantown," by S. W. Pennypacker.)
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Further we are told that seven tanneries were in oper
ation in Germantown at the time the battle was fought there
during the American Revolution. About the year 1651, Gover
nor Berkley of Virginia ordered tan houses to be set up in each
county.

When Grandfather in 1841, bought the farm on which the
tanyard stood, the original house stood less than one hundred
feet away from the tannery. The house, still standing, was built

by Andrew; but the kitchen in the rear is a part of the pre
existing house. The buildings of the tannery were completely
removed in 1891. Not a stone now remains to mark a spot
on which an active operation was in progress more than one
hundred years ago.
At the corner, formed by the lane and the pike, stood a
two storied stone building about forty feet square. The second
floor of this building was the currying department and the
dry loft, separated by a partition parallel to the pike. It must
have been a job to carry wet tanned sides of sole leather up the

steps to be dried. In the currying department a marble slab was
located in the west corner and a desk with its records was lo

cated in the south comer. The skiving beam was near a window
by the steps. There were no windows in the wall toward the
pike. The ground floor contained, perhaps, sixteen vats. The
arrangement was; the inside vats were available for winter,
and the outside vats for summer. This ground floor was a
dark, dismal and uninviting place. Finished leather was stored
in the cellar of the house.

Next to this main building stood the barkmill. This was a
frame structure but one story high. One door toward the pike
and another toward the outside vats provided ventilation for
the horse, and also for the exit of dust laden air. This was a
single room about twenty five feet square around which was
the path for the patient plodding horse.
Near the barkmill and along the pike stood the bark shed.
This was a rambling frame structure of the same width as the
barkmill. It was open on the side toward the vats. Perhaps
hemlock bark was stored in one end and oak bark in the other
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eiid. Bark could be stored for years if kept dry; as its tannin
supply was removed only by leaching. The shed showed a wear
iness for many years. Finally, during a severe wind storm, it
collapsed; some years after the tannery ceased operating.
The beam house completed the tannery structures. It was
a cold damp building and during fleshing or bating operations
its fragrance was not so pleasing. Perhaps the stored hides in
one corner added a bit to the aroma.

Tanning is a process whereby a perishable skin or hide is
converted into a durable, lasting, useful product called leather.
Texts do not describe the origin of the process. But a bit of
imagination leads to the belief that somewhere, back in the
misty past, an individual found the remains of a perished
animal lying in a pool which also contained a mass of leaves
and bark, which in turn provided a tanning solution. He may

have noticed that the skin or pelt, of this animal had undergone
a decided change. Instead of putrefying into a repulsive ma
terial it was now of a durable nature and could be used in var

ious ways. This is only a surmise and may not bear the scrutiny
of investigation.

Grandfather's tannery stood on a triangular plot about
300 feet along the Pike and perhaps 100 feet along the lane,
between the house and tanyard. The third side was defined by a
small brook, or "run" as it was called at that time. At the end
of the triangle, away from the house, stood the "beam house."
This was a small stone building perhaps twenty feet square,
and covering two small vats in the floor. Here the raw hides
were received, salted for preservation and stored for future
use. When needed they were washed free from salt then split
from head to tail. By spreading the- side over a "beam," a
rounded plank on its upper surface and, say two feet wide,
and with the flesh side of the hide up, they were rid of all bits
of flesh and other non-tannable material. This first process
was called "fleshing." The flesher used a heavy knife about
two feet long. One handle was in line with the knife blade;
the other handle, for the left hand, was at a right angle to the
edge.
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After fleshing the sides were pinned or tied in a series
or string and immersed in one beam house vat containing lime
water. After an appropriate length of time the string was
reeled into the adjacent vat also containing lime water. This
reel was a cylindl-ical slatwork affair above and between the
two vats, and was operated by man power. After another stay
the string might be rereeled to the other vat with lime water.
This alternation was continued until the hair would easily

"slip" free from the hide. Hair is held fast in a hide by means
of a minute cylinder, surrounding the hair; called a sheath.
This sheath becomes soluble or loosened by means of an alka
line solution. When thus destroyed the hair is easily scraped
off by a knife as the hide is spread over the beam; a process
somewhat similar to fleshing. In these old time tanneries, at

times many months in lime water were required to loosen the
hair. In a modern tannery by the use of heated water in the
lime vats, unhairing is done in ten days.
The removed hair was thoroughly washed and dried; and

was in great demand by house plasterers. Used in plaster, a
slaked lime and sand mixture, it produced a reinforcing agent.
In plaster found in the Old Norriton Church, located about a
mile and a half east of the tannery, and erected very early in

the eighteenth century, hair was found to be abundant, but
mixed with straw cut quite short.
After the hides were completely unhaired they contained
much lime. This would produce a very dark colored leather
which would also be harsh and brittle. "Bating" was the

process of removing this undesired lime. Bating was immers
ing the unhaired hide in water in a vat, with a liberal amount
of chicken manure. At times and for other leathers, other
manures were used also. The acid formed from fermenting
manu!re made the lime soluble whereby it could easily be
washed out of the untanned hide. Lime must be completely

removed, before tanning. Otherwise if lime be remaining, and
the hide immersed in a tannin solution, the combination of
lime and tannin produces an insoluble hard compound which

cannot by any means be removed. The use of chicken manure
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was an uncertain procedure. Too long in the bate ruined the

grain of leather; too short failed to remove the objectionable
lime. Modern tanneries use hydrochloric acid as a bate. It acts
more promptly and completely-than fermenting chicken man
ure. But in Andrew Morgan's day this hydrochloric acid was
not available.

Now the hide is ready for the tanning proper. In modern
tanneries hides are suspended in a very dilute solution of sul
phuric acid. This causes the gelatin in the hide to swell and
increase the relative thickness of the hide. This process is
called plumping the hide. Andrew Morgan knew nothing of
these chemical treatments, hence his tanning process was de
layed but this delay added durability to his leather.
After bating and washing the hides were "laid away" in
the weakest tan liquor available. The vats were perhaps eight
feet square and, say, five feet deep. They were lined with two
inch hemlock planks and were water proof. The outside vats
were covered with loose boards. In winter, a layer of spent tan
bark covered the loose boards to prevent freezing. Depending
on the thickness or weight a vat held around one hundred sides
which was called a "pack." By a skilful manipulation the hides
were spread over the surface of the liquor in the vat where
they would slowly sink in an horizontal position. This was
called "coloring the hide." After several weeks in this dilute
tan solution the "pack" was raised and transferred to a
stronger tan liquor. This process continued through a number
of changes always to a stronger liquor. At a certain stage in
the process, as the partly tanned hides were returned to a
stronger liquor, they rested momentarily on the surface of the
liquor in the vat, here fresh crushed tan bark spread between
the sides served a double purpose. The ground bark furnished
additional tannin to the solution or liquor; also the small
chunks of bark kept the hides a bit separated so that the liquor
had better access to the hide. This process may have required
near ,a year in the early tannery. Modern tanneries accomplish
the same result in ninety-days or less.
Bark used by Andrew Morgan was mainly oak or hemlock.
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Oak bark produced a lighter colored leather; hemlock leather
was of a reddish color. Mr. Samuel Detwiler, now living in

1955; at Providence Square, remembers that as a boy he helped
his father peel bark from timber cut on their farm, about one
mile north of the old tannery. This bark was piled to dry in
the wood lot, then sold by the cord to Grandfather Morgan.
Modern tanners use "Quebracho", a hard brittle resin-like
extract from a South American tree. It readily dissolves in

very hot water. Nut galls and acorn'cups imported from
abroad also furnish much of the tannin used today. From

these sources a much stronger tanning liquor is possible; and
this in turn speeds the process. How our ancestors determined
the strength of their liquors is now unknown. No hydrometers
or.barkometers were available to them. Perhaps they^ approxi
mated liquor strength by taste.
After the tannin "struck through" the entire hide the

tanning process was finished. By cutting a small sliver from
the back edge of a partly tanned hide, one determined the
stage of completeness. If a thin white streak occurred between
the two hide surfaces, the process was incomplete and further
immersion in a strong liquor was needed. This ended the tan
ning process. When completed the fully tanned leather was
lightly washed, then suspended in the "dry loft" to dry
thoroughly. When dry it was hard and rigid; and a short bend
would crack the grain.

Making leather suitable for use—for footwear, for harness
leather or for belting was a separate process known as "curry
ing." In currying, the tanned leather was spread over a broad
table, which was a marble slab. For harness or for boot and
shoe leather, it was first blacked on the grain side. An iron
solution was often used for blacking. This blacking at one time

was made by placing a few rusty nails in vinegar. When the
nails were well eaten by the vinegar a small amount of strong
tannin liquor was added. This produced a decidedly black solu
tion: Incidentally this same black solution was used as writing
ink in an eatly day.
• This leather was now ready for "dubbing", which was
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usually a mixture of tllow and rieats-foot-oil. Another fairly
solid dubbing was "degrass". This was a by-product derived
from "oil tanning" of the chamois skin. The blacked leather
was spread upon the large marble slab. Warmed dubbin was

then applied by means of a bit of sheepskin used as a swab.
Now, suspended in a warm dry loft, the dubbing slowly work
ed its way into the leather and made it soft and pliable. Addi
tional treatment was given by placing the blacked leather,
grain side up, on the slab. Here the currier used a "slicker".
This was a steel plate, say six by eight inches, and with one
edge rounded. A light spread of oil and water was applied,
and the currier holding the slicker slantingly under his hands
stroked the dampened leather away from him. This produced
a more solid grain; and also added to the softness and plia
bility. This process was known as "striking out".
Calf skin leathers were somewhat uneven in thickness.

Now came the greatest skill in the currying trade. A block of
lignum vitae, a very hard wood, was fixed to a pedestal with a
slight slant from the vertical. The top of this hard wood was
less than three feet from the floor. The "skiver" draped the
curried skin over the top of the hard wood, (grain side down),
and held it in place by leaning against it. His knife was similar
to a flesher's knife, except it had a thinner blade. This he
sharpened to a razor edge, then with a "bead", practically an
awl, he made one stroke with the bead at a right angle to the

knife edge. This turned the edge and produced a cutting blade
of an exceedingly short depth or width. Now with this narrow
edge, which prevented a deep cut, he shaved or "skived" the
flesh side of the tanned skin to a uniform thickness. This thick

ness was determined entirely by feeling with finger tips. Mod
ern tanners use a "belt knife" splitting machine. Here a belt
knife, keenly sharp travels at high speed, horizontally and par
allel to a fixed bed. As the hide or skin moves forward toward

this moving keen edged knife a very thin section or skiving is
removed. By raising the fixed bed a second or perhaps a third
skiving of very thin leather may be removed. This splitting
machine produces a more uniform thickness than could be pro-
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duced by hand skiving. From the splitting machine each layer
or skiving serves some useful purpose. Skivings from hand
wolrk were a total loss.

Another tool used by a currier was a "grainer." This was
a block of wood about two feet long and six inches wide. Its
under surface was an arc about like the curvature of a chair

rocker. On top toward one end a loose band was attached to
the block of.the grainer. Near the other end a nib or a small
upright handle stood up from the block. To grain a finished
calfskin the currier extended his right forearm through the
band and grasped the upright nib in his clenched hand. The
calf skin was folded, grain side out, and laid on a table. By
placing the grainer at a right angle over the fold in the skin,
with a gentle pressure, and by rubbing forward and back, the

lap of the skin was likewise moved forward and backward.
The succession of minute -wrinkles thus produced were per

manently set in the grain. This produced a more pliable leather
and gave it an appearance highly desired at that time. Should
the currier repeat the graining operation at an angle to the
line or grain first produced, a "pebble grain" was formed.
Another device was a necessity in the early tannery;
namely, a one man-power pump. It was necessary at times to
transfer liquor from one vat to another, or to pump spent
liquor to waste.- Literally, this was an elongated square box,
say eight inches square and perhaps eight or ten feet long,
reinforced by brass bands; as the use of iron was prohibitive
due to black stains resulting from a combination of iron and
tannin. At the foot of this square tube an inlet valve, a flap
valve, -was located; the lower end of the tube being open. Liquor
could flow past this valve into the tube, and into only. The
pump rod was a wood shaft, say one and a half inches square,
or round; and approximately the same length of the tube. At
the top end of this pump rod a sturdy handle was fixed at a
right angle to the rod. At the lower end of the rod was an in
verted cone, or pyramid, of flexible leather. The operator
dropped the pump into a vat of liquor in an inclined position.
Grasping the handle with both hands he plunged the rod to-
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ward the lower end of the pump. By pulling the rod up or
toward himself he withdrew several gallons of liquor or more

from the vat. By the use of troughs the liquor was transferred
to another vat or to the run to be discarded if unsuitable for

further use. To empty a vat required a man of heroic build and
stamina. In fact a tannery was no place for one not of a robust
build and constitution.

The aroma from a tannery was unpleasing to some pos
sessed of a more sensitive smelling capacity, but the fragrance
of finished leather was pleasing. Some horses driven along the

highway would shy and prance. But to other people there was
a pleasing fragrance, derived probably from the fermentation
of a trace of sugar existing in the bark.
The "bark mill" was an oversized edition of the old time

household coffee mill; a bit of equipment unknown to the
present generation. The hopper of this mill may have been two
feet in diameter and was an inverted cast iron cone, with a
corrugated interior. A vertical shaft extended up from the
base of this cone to a bearing in-the ceiling. At the base of this
shaft was a corresponding corrugated cast iron cone, nesting
freely within the corrugated hopper. Above this interior cone
several spikes were attached to the revolving shaft which acted
as breakers for the larger slabs of bark as they were tossed
into the mill by the operator. Particle size of ground bark

could be varied by raising or lowering the vertical shaft and
its attached cone. The vertical shaft extended upward perhaps
ten feet to its overhead bearing. To this shaft, just below its

top bearing, a cross beam extending ten feet on either side,
was fixed. At either end of the cross beam a fixed yoke

dropped down to an elevation suitable for a horse, which was
the motive power to operate the bark mill. Though two yokes
were available, one horse was sufficient to produce an ample
supply of ground bark. Here was a merry-go-round in which
the horse supplied the energy and not a mechanical imitation
to provide amusement.
Bark from the bark shed was previously piled on one side
of the mill. With a long handled scoop shovel the operator re-
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moved ground bark from beneath the mill and piled it on the
opposite side. When in operation an exceedingly fine reddish
dust pervaded the air around the revolving mill. Memory still
retains a picture of a plodding white horse going in unending
circles around the merry-go-round, but the white color soon

acquired a decided reddish hue which was accompanied by
tinting the operator also.
The number of employees in this old tannery cannot now
be determined. Employment at that time was not as today. It
is quite evident that a currier or finisher was definitely or
constantly employed in the tannery. The other men worked
for Andrew Morgan. During hay-making and harvest the men
would work on the farm a few days, then return to work in
the tannery. These men divided their time. They were paid, per
day or per month, and no time clock determined their hours of
labor. These men were utility men. Some lived with the Morgan
family. The "day men" usually came from their own homes.
The rate of pay here? One guess is as good as another. From
1890 to 1900 a good steady farm hand received $12.50 per

month with board included. Hence it is evident that utility

men here received much less on an average from 1841 to 1891i.
It is natural to ask:—^Why did these early tanneries de
cline and disappear? The answer is—Economy, which emr
braced a number of factors. About the year 1885, the first
storage plant for "Chicago Beef" was built in Norristowh. It
was a frame cold storage building standing by the P.R.R. track
opposite Barbadoes Street. It was chilled by natural ice har
vested from the Schuylkill; An increase in beef shipped from
Chicago at that time meant a decrease in cattle killed by local
butchers. This was not the end of local beef killing, but it had
an influence.

The increase in number of large abattoirs in the west pro
duced a large number of select hides to be disposed of at a
given time. The old country tanneries were unable to absorb
this sudden avalanche of hides. Hence the build up of larger
and better mechanically operated tanneries. The presence of a
tannery, in more thickly settled communities in the east, be-
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came objectionable. Hence large tanneries were established in
the more remote regions of the country. The various hides and
skins from the large packing houses created a specialization
in leather production. From this there developed, sole leather
tanneries, harness leather, calf skin, sheep skin and pigskin
tanneries. Again, in the early days all harness was made by
hand by a local harness maker. Boots and shoes were also made
in a local shop. The following is taken from the late J. C.
Webb's "Scrap Book of Port Providence, Pa.," dated March 2,
1877:
"Beneath the shade of a mammoth chestnut, near the centre of

our village, stood a little one story frame building in which
David Kulp and George Skean carried on boot and shoe making.
Then we did not have a shoe shop at every cross road, and con
sequently they monopolized the trade in that line for quite a
section, for the farmer's son and the "Bound boy" were sent to
the shoemakers to be measured for the shoes they wore. Time
found Mr. Skean no longer a resident of the village; and Mr.
Kulp doing quite a business in the manufacture of a celebrated
horse collar".

The introduction of machinery was a death blow to the
former one-man shop which made either boots or harness. The
large harness maker and large shoemaker, both power driven,
demanded la'rge consignments of leather. This the small local

tanner was unable to provide.
Railroad facilities were required to handle these large
consignments, including bark. The small older tanneries were
not located near the railroads. Hides, bark and a good stream
of water were the chief requirements of the old tannery. Fur
ther, as the land was cleared of forest trees, oak and hemlock
chiefly, the supply of bark from local sources gradually de
clined. It is also probable that an increase in coal for household
heating contributed to a decrease in bark production.
And what was at oiie time a flourishing industry in

eastern Pennsylvania gradually declined and became extinct.
The pleasing aroma of fermenting bark is no more. The huge
piles of spent bark no longer dot the country side. Gone too are
the small "shoemaker shop" and the "harness shop." But one
of many, recalled by memory, still stands, a small, formerly
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whitewashed shop, by the road side near the former Hollow
School, near Eagleville. This was the old Stroup repair shop.
Nearly seventy years have passed since we saw Leonidas
Stroup actively repairing boots and shoes. His circular leathercovered seat was at the right end of his low "cobbler's" bench.
To his left was a series of compartments holding shoe pegs
of vat-ious sizes, made from maple wood, shoemaker's thread
and wax to make a "wax end." There was a collection of hog
bristles used to make the wax end. He waxed the thread well

then placed a hog bristle along and in line with the end of the
thread and by rolling the two, under the palm of his hand,
along his thigh, the bristles were fixed and performed the duty
of a needle. There were various knives, pincers and edging
tools. On a shelf was a complete set of wood "lasts" to fit every
size and shape of shoe.

By placing a boot to be rei>aired upon a "bend" of sole
leather, he would mark off the required area for a pair of taps.
He used a very short knife to cut the sole leather and with

frequent strokes upon well worn smooth area of his bench he
would maintain a keen cutting edge. The taps were thrown into
a small tub of water at his left in order to make the leather

more pliable. With a flat headed hammer and a piece of flat
steel on his knees, he pounded the leather well. With the last
inserted in the boot and the tap centered, he proceeded. With
his "pegging awl" driven through the leather and removed, a
small hole was made. Inserting a shoe peg, it was driven in by
his flat headed hammer. For an average boot or shoe a single
row of pegs around the margin secured the tap. For a heavier
boot a double row of pegs was at times used. With his keen
knife he shaped the tap to the boot or shoe, burnished the edge
and blacked it. Removing the last, he used a peculiar rasp to
remove any tips of pegs which might have entered the interior.
Gone is the old time country shoe repair shop. No more is
heard the tap of the shoemaker hammer as he pounded away
at the wooden pegs. A newer generation has taken over the
shoe repair job. Their workmanship is good according to the
quality of the leather available. But sole leather, produced in
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ninety days or less had not the endurance of leather which
spent an entire year in tanning vats with pure oak or hemlock
bark, such as Grandfather made.
Andrew Morgan, the Grandson, tells of the ending of the
tannery. The tannery lot was a part of the farm, which Grand
father sold to his son Theodore on June 8, 1883. After Grand

father's retirement, his son John G. Morgan continued tanning
for several years, with this agreement: Should the tanning
process be discontinued the lot occupied by the tahyard, should
revert to the farm.

• After John C. Morgan discontinued tanning, to develope a

new line of work, the Koad Supervisors of Worcester Township
agreed to demolish the stone building and to dig up all founda
tions. A portable stone crusher was set up on the lot and all
available stones were reduced to road building size. Incident

ally, much quarried stone was brought here and crushed for
road building material. Samuel T. Detwiler also carted many
tons of stone to this crusher.

Much of the lining of the vats was also dug up. These
hemlock planks, which had been saturated with strong tanning
liquor for many years, were well preserved.
Finally the lot was cleared of all evidence of a tanyard,
plowed, harrowed and seeded and became a splendid addition
to the Morgan lawn.

The exact year of this demolition has not been determined,
but it was approximately 1891.

Titles, to property in Worcester Township, formerly in
cluded in William Penn's Gilbert's Manor, do not extend as far
back in time as property titles in neighboring districts. Penn
reserved Gilbert's Manor for future sales at a better price.
Title to the old tannery farm has been traced back to

March 9, 1788, when it was sold by Francis Swain, High
Sheriff of Montgomery County. The buyers were Charles
Biddle and Hannah. Biddle sold it to Augustus Massol and
Catharine on September 27, 1792. Augustus Massol and Mary
Petit, in turn sold it to Peter Emanuel Collin De Givandant on

May 10, 1793. On May 22, 1794, De Givandant and Charlotte
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sold it to Joseph Melsson. The property at this date consisted
of 49 acres. Joseph Meisson and Martha sold to Peter Le Barbier Du Plessis on October 12, 1796. Who will explain the
ownership, by apparently Frenchmen, during these years when
"Citizen Edmond Genet" was quite troublesome to the Federal
Government? There was a violent outbreak of yellow fever in
Philadelphia in 1793, which drove many people out of the city.
Also, the French Patriotic Society in Philadelphia was very
active at the same time. Du Plessis and Geneveve on May 10,
1798, sold the property to "Richard Casselberry, a tanner."
Here is evidence that a tannery was located on the properly,
when bought by Grandfather Morgan. On September 6, 1826,
Daniel Morgan and Jane Wigton Morgan with William Cassel
berry and Catharine, administrators of Richard Casselberry,
sold the property to John Casselberry. On April 13, 1833, it
was transferred to William Casselberry and Catharine; who in
turn sold it to Andrew Morgan, the subject of this sketch,
April 1, 1841. Finally Andrew Morgan sold the farm to his
son Theodore Morgan, June 8,1883. At this time the farm con
sisted of 68 acres. In April, 1918 it was sold by the estate of
Theodore Morgan. As the Casselberrys and Morgans were re
lated, it was held by them from 1798 to 1918.
Though the farm is now, in 1955, in other and careful
ownership, memories of it and the tannery !remain vividly and
pleasantly. Though but indirectly, one memory concerns hightopped boots worn by men. When in good repair and well
"greased" these boots would exclude water. For daily work
these boots were heavy, reaching nearly to the knees. Their
hemlock soles were thick and well pegged. For dress, these high
topped boots, also reaching nearly to the knee, were unusually
soft and pliable. They were made of the best calf skin skived
to an extra thinness. When not on a man's foot the leg of these
boots just bent over like a piece of cloth. Cloth ears on the
inside of the upper leg were used by the wearer to pull on
these boots, and a "bootjack" was needed to remove them. Then
the trouser leg was pulled down over the. outside of the boot.
Boots were always neat and clean and well blacked, but never
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a mirror-like polish. They must have been comfortable during
wintry 'weather. But how the wearer endured them in hot
weather is beyond the present day understanding.
Another memory relates to several unscheduled baths in a
tanning vat. "At the age of about six, I was sitting at the edge
of a vat containing liquor but no leather. My bare feet hung
over the edge. Suddenly there was ah unrequested precipita
tion. Cousin John Wood gave me a boost and I was suddenly
immersed in tannin liquor. Who pulled me out I do not re
member. But I do recall definitely Aunt Fannie putting dry
clothing on me in the kitchen of the house. Though the bath
occurred perhaps seventy five years ago, my memory of Aunt
Fanny on this occasion is clear and distinct."
Cousin Mary Morgan, now Mrs. William J. Reese, relates
a similar experience. One day she saw a vat with an abundance

of ground bark in it. She assumed that the vat was filled with
leather and had a coating of ground bark over the leather. She
decided to walk across the vat thus apparently full of bark or
leather. She made one step and one only. The vat contained no
leather and the ground bark was floating on the surface. This
also occurred many, many years ago. But like the above it
made a deep and lasting impression. These were interesting
and exciting episodes of two generations ago; experiences
never to be repeated.
"New occasions teach new duties,
Time makes ancient good uncouth".

-Genealogies

William Morgan, a tailor by trade, came from Wales; settled in Hatfield, Pa. He died in 1775.
Andrew Morgan, son of William Morgan, lived in the homestead at Hatfield. He married Rebecca Levering, daughter of Gerhard, and died in
1816.

Daniel Morgan, son of Andrew Morgan, married Jane Wigton. Daniel
lived between the Norristown and Germantown pikes, between Evans-

burg and the Perkiomen.
Andrew Morgan, son of Daniel Morgan, bom September 28, 1814, died
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November 6, 1895. He married Ann Rebecca Allabaugh. He bought the
tannery farm near Pairview Village in 1841. Apparently learned the
tanning trade at the Casselberry tannery at Evansburg.
Children of Andrew Morgan and Ann Rebecca Allabaugh

Sarah Jane Morgan
Married, John S. Shrawder, M.D.

1839-1925

John Casselberry Morgan

1840-1916

Married Cornelia Baker

Daughter of Arnold Baker

James Allabaugh Morgan

1844-1934

Married Bella Baker

Daughter of Henry Baker

Theodore Morgan

1847-1917
Married Fanny Brower

Annabella Morgan

1850-1921
Married William H. Wood

Deaths in the Skippack Region
(Continued from page i.5)

No. 400. "ADAM BROTZMAN the blacksmith died April 12,
1835." Born August 16, 1781 son of No. 344, he and
his wife Ann, bom July 16,1786, died September 14,
1859; lived in Limerick and are buried at Augustus
Lutheran Church, Trappe. Issue: Sara, Jacob, Mary,
Caroline, Ann, Hetty, Isaac, Elizabeth and Rebecca.
(Montgy W Bk 7/430)

No. 401. "JACOB WAGNER his widow died April 20, 1835."
Widow of No. 289, Barbara Tyson Wagner, daughter
of Peter Tyson and his wife Margaret Hendricks, was
born November 15, 1747. She is buried at Goshenhoppen Reformed Cemetery.

No. 402. "Old BISBING hotel-keeper died May 17, 1835."
Born January 27,1776 George Bisbing was the son of
Bernard Bisbing and his wife Margaret Heilig and
was a great-grandson of Henry and Anna Bisbing
who had settled in Upper Hanover township prior to
1734, at which time they were liable for quit-rent on
150 acres. Known as "the old Hollander" Henry Bisbing's death, after "having been fortified with the
last rites" was noted in Catholic records, but without
date. He was buried in "the Church used in common

by Calvinists and Lutherans above Goschehoppen."
His widow Ann probably lived until 1752. Their only
known child was Henry Bisbing, jr. who died about
July 1748, probably a few months before his father.
Henry Bisbing, jr. and his wife Margaret had issue:
Bernard who married Margaret Heilig; Barbara,
wife of George Sickman; George; Anna wife of Ber94
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nard Sickman; Susan, Mary, Peter and John. The
family property in Upper Hanover went to George
Bisbing, second son of Henry, jr., who sold it to
Balzer Schultz in 1770 and removed to Whitpain

township. Peter, the third son was living in Maxatawny township, Berks County in 1768, but by 1774
had also moved down to Whitpain. Bernard, the eldest
son, in August 1749 received a warrant for 50 acres
in Bucks County where he presumably lived for a
time since he was naturalized there. By 1763 he had
removed to Springfield township, now Montgomery

County, purchasing from the executors of William
Ottiiiger a stone messuage and 105 acres on Ridge
Pike. In 1769 he bought an additional 84 acres on
Bethlehem Pike from Moses Hall just north of Flourtown. Listed between 1763 and 1769 as an inn-

holder, in 1783 he was taxed for a 32-gallon still!
Born May 21, 1726, he died April 10, 1799 and is
buried at St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Germantown beside his wife who died May 17, 1810, aged

77 yrs. 3 mos. Their children were: Eva Elizabeth,
wife of Hartman Sower; Margaret wife of Robert
McCurdy; Bernard who married Dorothy Ottinger;
Catherine, wife of Jacob Kibler; George who died
young, Heinrich who died without issue; Andreas
who married Catherine Boganer; Johannes who mar
ried Elizabeth Giibner; Elizabeth wife of John
Miller; Barbara who married first a Jacoby and
secondly a Heller; Jacob who married first Magdalena Blanck and secondly Susanna Heisler; and
George who married December 12, 1797 Catherine
Bilger, presumed to be a daughter of George and
Ma"rgaret Bilger, and grand-daughter of No. 163 and
niece of No. 324. George Bisbing lived in Springfield
until 1805 when he moved to Whitemarsh where he

operated an inn for many years on Ridge Pike west
of Barren Hill at the road to Spring Mill. He is buried
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at St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Barren Hill, beside
his wife who died September 17, 1862 aged 85 yrs.
6 mos. 6 ds. Issue: William, Catherine wife.of Joseph
Kirkner; and George who married Sarah Johnson.

(Phila. Adm. Bk. F/190; Montgy W Bk. 2/94; Jour
nals of David Schultze Vol. 2/15; Phila. Dd Bk
1-7/60; Montgy Dd Bks 13/440; 26/566; 57/232;
91/471; Misc Bk 5/420; Mrs. Emma 0. Ickes Notes)

No. 403. "HENRICH OBERHOLSER his widow died aged 80
years June 5, 1835." Widow of No. 338 she was Han
nah Detweiler, born July 23, 1754, daughter of Jacob
Detweiler and his wife Cornelis Kolb. Buried at

Lower Salfotd Mennonite Cemetery.

No. 404. "Old WILLIAM GERKES his widow died July 5,
1835." Widow of No. 5 and mother of No. 393 she was

Jacobina Achenbach, born in December, 1756. Buried
at Goshenhoppen Union Cemetery. (Montgy 00 Bk
7/33)

No. 405. "DANIEL KEPLER his wife died August 12, 1835.
She was Lydia Kepler, daughter-in-law of No. 296.

No. 406. "JOHAN GEYER died October 24, 1835, a highly
educated man." Has not been identified.

No. 407. "JACOB KROLL his wife died October 26, 1835."
According to the late Henry S. Dotterer, she was
Sarah Beyer, born October 1,1779 daughter of Philip
and Elizabeth (Nungesser) Beyer. She married in
August 1798 Jacob Kroll born September 29, 1773;
died June 29, 1840, son of No. 263 and her husband
Michael Croll. He was an inn-keeper in Skippack at
the time of her death. (Bauernfreund List of Deaths
in HSMC, issue of Oct. 26, 1835)
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No. 408. "DAVID SOUR died in Norristown October 10,
1835." Born in Germantown November 6, 1764 son

of Christopher Sour the younger and his wife Cath
erine Sharpnack, David Sour married in 1786 Cath
erine Saylor and is buried at Methacton Mennonite
Cemetery. Publisher of the Norristown Gazette, first
newspaper to be published in Montgomery County,
a detailed account of his life may be found in "The
Sower Printing House of Colonial Times" by Edward
W. Hocker in Pennsylvania-German Society Proceed
ings, Vol. LIII (1948) p 115 ff. Issue: Charles, Chris
topher, Mary wife of Jacob Frick; David who mar
ried Cecillia Chollet; William who married first
Sarah Stem, second Mrs. Mary Scott, Baltimore;
Edwin who married Mary Stroud and Eliza Angeline who married Isaac March. (Sour-Donely Chart,
HSMC)
No. 409. "Old JOSEPH HERLEY died November 9, 1835."
Bom March 14, 1760 son of Nos 61 and 82, he mar
ried the widow Catherine Reiff Price (No. 517).
Buried at Harley's Cemetery. No issue. (Montgy W
Bk 7/463)
No. 410. "ENOS JACOBY died in Norristown December 1,
1835." Born August 8, 1796 in Hilltown, Bucks
County, son of Philip and Catherine Klinker Jacoby,
he married Elizabeth Zieber, born November 2, 1802,
died ca 1873-76, daughter of John Zieber and his wife
Deborah Markley. Buried at St. John's Episcopal
Church, Norristown. Issue: Mary Jacoby.- (Montgy
OC Bk 6/687; Jacoby Family History p 197)
No. 411. "CHRISTIAN GOTWALS died at the Schuykill
December 2, 1885." Born about 1780, son of No. 131
and her husband Henry Gptwals, Christian Gotwals
married his first cousin Catherine, daughter of No.
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• 246 and lived in Upper Providence; buried at Evansburg Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: John who married
Nancy Rosenberry; Christian who married Catherine
Pennypacker; Mary wife of Christian Custer; Nancy
wife of Henry Cole; Magdalena wife of Simon Hood;
Catherine wife of John Razor; Rebecca wife of
Thomas Deimer; Sarah wife of Stephen Deweese,
and Susan, Barbara, Hettie and Fannie. (Montgy
OC Bks 7/161; 11/302; Funk p 405)
No. 412. "HENRY SCHUTT his wife died December 3,1835."
She was Susanna Kemper, daughter of Nos 3 and 52,
and widow of No 314. According to her husband's
will, probated in Chester County, they had issue:
Sarah, Jonas, Ruth, Joseph, Rebecca, John and Bar
bara, wife of Christian Wagoner, the last two of
whom were left only $1.00 in their father's will.
(Chester W Bk Q-16/146)
No. 413. "DANIEL KEPLER his child died December 12,
1835." Has not been identified.

No. 414. "MARY FRIED died in Philadelphia December 8,
1835." Has not been identified.

No. 415. "Old JAMES YOCUM died February 23, 1836."
Born in 1753 son of James Yocum and his wife Bath-

sheba Tunis, he married Margaret Hendricks, daugh
ter of John and Elizabeth Hendricks of Worcester.

After Margaret Yocum's death between 1806 and
1812 he married No. 287 from whom he separated

in the latter year. He lived first in Towamencin and
then in Franconia where he is buried in the Men

nonite Cemetery. Issue: James, jr. who married Mary
Ruth; Benjamin who married Margaret Sperry, and
Bathsheba, wife of Francis Gurney Lukens. (Montgy
Dd Bks 4/515; 29/301; 31/191; 35/47; Misc Bk
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4/277; Yocum Family History, by James Y. Heckler,
HSMC)
No. 416. "Old DANIEL SCHWENK died February 26, 1836."

Born May 5,1761 son of No. 27 and his wife Veronica
Markley, he married first November 15, 1785 Cath
erine Raudenbush, born in Upper Hanover January
6, 1765, died August 17, 1802, buried at Schwenk's
burial ground. He married secondly Mrs. Catherine
Boyer (No 439) He is buried at Keeler's Church,
Frederick township. Issue: Catherine, wife of John
Mattes; Elizabeth wife of Adam Stetler; Susanna,
wife of John Christman; Mary wife of Henry Daub;
Hannah wife of Samuel Leidy; Sarah wife of Jonas
R. Hiltebeitel; Nancy wife of Christian Stetler;
Esther wife of Adam Stetler and Daniel Schwenk.

(Montgy OC Bks 6/721; 7/7; Perk. Region Vol
1/117)

No. 417. "MARIA WAGNER died April 1, 1836." Born Aug
ust 28, 1782 she was a daughter of Nos 289 arid 401
and is believed to be buried at Goshenhoppen Union
Cemetery.

No. 418. "ABRAHAM DETWEILER his widow died May 21,
1836," Widow of No 143 she was undoubtedly Eliza
beth Ziegler, daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth
(Kolb) Ziegler. At the time of her husband's death
they were living in "Wincent" township, Chester
County where they had removed about 1795. After
his death his messuage and plantation of 139 acres
was sold to Christopher Buckwalter and Jacob Shoe
maker, and a one-third interest in a 79-acre tract to

Frederick Bingeman. She removed subsequently to
Whitpain township where she died. Issue: Andrew,
Anna wife of Cornelius Pennebecker, Hannah wife
of Peter Roads, and John Detweiler. (Chester OC Bk

13/328,'407; Adm Bk 3/96; Montgy W Bk 7/497)
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No. 419. "Old HENRICH HUNSICKER died July 8, 1836,
preacher M: Church." Born March 7, 1752 son of the
emigrant Valentine Hunsicker and his wife Eliza
beth Kolb, he married December 6, 1772 Esther
-Detweiler (No 331). He was a preacher for 54 years
at Lower Skippack Mennonite Church where he is
buried. Issue:

Rev. John who married Elizabeth

Detweiler and Mrs. Catherine High; Elizabeth wife
of Abraham Bertolet; Anna (No. 478); Catherine,
wife of Ludwig Grater; Henry (No 604); Jacob who
married Sarah Kolb; Gerhart who married Catherine

Detweiler and Margaret Ziegler; Sarah wife of
Anthony Vanderslice; Abraham, who married Eliza
beth Alderfer. (Montgy W Bk 7/503; Hunsicker
Family History; HSL)
No. 420. "ROSENBERGER his child died July 19, 1836." Has
' not been identified.

No. 421. "MARIA HERLEY died September 1, 1836, daugh
ter of John Herley." Born November 1821 she was
the only child of No 377. Buried at Harley^s Cemetery.
No. 422. "Old JOSEPH DUBOY died September 8,1836 aged
98 years." Has not been identified.
No. 423. "Old CONRAD KEELEY died September 30, 1836."
Born February 18,1768 son of Henry Keeley of Skippack who died in 1793, he was a weaver by trade and
is said to have married Catherine Miller (No 395).
Lived in Lower Salford and is buried there in the

Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Nancy, second wife of
Abraham Alderfer, and Margaret. (Montgy W Bk
7/515 ;OCBk 7/54)
No. 424. "Old JACOB OBERHOLTZER died October 16,

1836." Has not been positively identified, but may
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have been a grandson of Henry Oberholtzer of Hatfield who died in 1794 and a son of Jacob who died
in 1809 and his wife Catherine Clemens. If this is so,
he would then have been a brother-in-law of No 360.

No place of burial or estate proceedings have been
found in his name.

No. 425. "Old MOHR, constable, died October 17, 1836." Born

in 1775, William Moore is believed to have been the
son of William Moor of Providence who died in 1789

and his wife Elizabeth, possibly Trump. Among their
children were William, Michael, Nathan, Jacob and
John Moore. William the eldest, was a cordwainer by
trade and lived in Upper Providence until 1804 when
he moved down to Norriton where he lived until 1812.

In that year he went to Lower Providence where he
resided until his death. He and his wife Abigail who

died August 15,1857, aged 82 yrs., are buried at St.
James Episcopal Church, Perkiomen, Issue: Eliza
beth wife of George Chunside; Nathan, Josiah, Abbi-

gail vdfe of James Morris; Abraham and Sidnay.
(Montgy W Bk 1/175; OC Bk 7/53, 83, 125; Dd
Bk 28/191)

No. 426. "Old ANDREAS ZIEGLER died October 22, 1836,

aged 79-5-17." Bom May 15,1757 son of Dillman and
Barbara Ziegler, he married about 1783 Maria Rittenhouse born 1766, died 1849. A cordwainer by trade, he
lived first in Lower Salford and then in Skippack

where they are both buried at the Lower Skippack
Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: one daughter. Susanna,
wife of Dillman Kolb. (Montgy W Bk 7/519)
No. 427. "DILLMAN ZIEGLER his wife died October 23,

1836." She was probably Mary Tyson, bora ca 1785,
daughter of Nos. 219 and 276. Her husband, son of
Nos. 93 and 278, was born in August-1781 and died

102

bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

February 4, 1853. Both are buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. After his wife's death he
made his home with his son William in Franconia

township. Issue: John, Margaret wife of Henry Det-

weiler, William and Andrew. (Kulp #3805; Montgy
OC Bk 11/562)

No. 428. "JACOB ZIEGLER storekeeper, his daughter died
October 24, 1836." She was Catharina Anna born
November 24, 1835. Her father Jacob lived at Lederach where he styled himself "merchant." He was
probably the son of "taylor" Abraham Ziegler and

his wife Barbara Kolb, and had married September
2,1832 Betsy Landis. Both Abraham and Jacob Zieg
ler and their wives are buried at Lower Salford Men

nonite Cemetery. (Bauernfreund, issue of Nov. 2,
1836; Kulp pp 170, 493; Bergey p 117)

No. 429. "BENJAMIN GASSEL died at the Skippack Novem
ber 24, 1836." Son of Henry Cassel and his wife
Rachel, he was a grand-nephew of No. 79 and lived on
the family homestead on Skippack Pike. According
to the Cassel Family History he was born March 22,
1795 and married Elizabeth Smith. Issue: Jesse,
Lavina and James. (Cassel p 240; Montgy Dd Bk
55/261)
No. 430. "CHARLES HOOBER his wife died November 28,
-1836." Has not been identified definitely, but may
have been Susanna Wiant, born May 23,1772, daugh
ter of Yost Wiant, who married Charles Huber of
Upper Hanover. (Goshenhoppen Reformed Church
Records, pp 32, 347, 378)
m. 431. "Old JOHN CLEMMER died December 15, 1836."
Born in 1757 and presumed to have been the son of
Henrich Clemmer and Maria his wife, he is believed
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to have married Margaret Godshalk (No. 528). Ac
cording to Mr. Abram Glemmer of Willow Grove, Pa.,
they lived in Towamencin until 1800, then removed to
Lower Salford where both are buried in the Men-

nonite Cemetery. Issue: John who married Mary

Smith; Jacob; Catherine wife of Peter Boorse; Sus
anna wife of Daniel Boorse; Edith wife of Conrad

Herring; Mary wife of John Lederach; Abraham
who married Sarah Smith, and Margaret wife of John

Clemens. (Montgy OC Bk 7/173; Heckler p 191-2;
Perk. Reg. Vol X #2 (April 1932)
No. 432. "FREDERICK KINKINGER

his

daughter

died

December 16, 1836." Has not been identified. One
Martin Kinkinger in 1757 obtained a warrant for 25
acres in Northampton County, was a miller in Maxatawny, Berks County in 1768 and was in Worcester
Township, Montgomery County in 1779 and 1780.
By 1784 he was in Oley where he was taxed for 264
acres, and in 1790 was in Salisbury Township,
Northampton County. He married Maria Rosina, only
daughter of Michael Henninger. John Ginkinger,
perhaps a son, was living in Worcester in 1779 and
1781, in Macungie Township, Northampton County
in 1785, and was back in Worcester in 1790. He had
five sons, perhaps Jacob (1784-1849) who married in
1809 Barbara Ann Pruner, and Henrich (1790-1846)
who married Sarah Smith, and Margaret wife of John
had a son Frederick who died aged 33 years, buried
at Wentz's Church. (Pa. Arch 3, Vols 26/107; 18/142,
643; 14/735; 15/177, 571; 16/56; 19/104; The Spare

Family pp 118, 137; Berks W Bk Abstracts, GSP;
Perk Reg Vol 2 (1900) p 28)
No. 433. "Old EDMUND FLIN died December 23, 1836."
Born in Ireland in 1755 he married October 7, 1790
Maria Wiegner born December 29, 1746; died Janu-
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ary 18, 1832 daughter of Christopher and Anna
(Schultz) Wiegner. A versatile man, he was listed
variously on the tax returns of Lower Salford as a
shoemaker, cordwainer, stone-cutter and farmer. For
a full account of his activities see "Genealogical Rec
ord of the Schwenkfelder Families" p 1229. No issue.
(MontgyWBk 7/527) •

No. 434. "Old JOHN HENDRICKS died December 24, 1836."
Born in Towamencin February 27, 1760, he married
July 2, 1782 Elizabeth Wagoner born February 13,
1761, daughter of Philip and Maria Barbara Wag
oner of Marlborough. John Hendricks was probably
a grandson of Lawrence Hendricks and his wife Fan-

nirse Tyson and was perhaps a son of Mathias Hen
dricks, of whom there seems to be no record. John

Hendricks never owned land apparently, and lived in
many different places, appearing on the Marlborough
tax list in 1783, the year after his marriage; in
Towamencin from 1813 to 1815, again in 1820 and
then from 1831 until his death. Issue: Barbara wife

of Christopher Reinewald; Susanna wife of Christian
Cassel; Ann wife of John Reed; Mathias who married
Ann Oberholtzer; John who married Sophia Bean;
Elizabeth wife of Abraham Delp; Catherine wife of
Jacob Meschter; Joseph and Abraham. (Hendricks

Family p 613; Schwenkfelder Families pp 570, 633)
No. 435. "JOSEPH ALDERFER his wife died December 24,
1836." Born August 24, 1808 she was Catherine

Moyer, daughter of John and Elizabeth (Shrauger)
Moyer. She married January 5,1823 Joseph S. Alderfer, born February 14, 1806; died March 22, 1854
son of Frederick and Susanna (Showalter) Alderfer.
Buried at Lower Salford Mennonite Cemetery. Issue:
John who married Lizzie Kratz; Elizabeth wife of
Ferdinand Kletzinger, and Mary wife of John K.
Freed. (Montgy DC Bk 7/358; Moyer p 76; HSL)
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No. 436. "PETER SHEAFFER his wife died December 26,
1836." She was Mary Sheaffer, wife of Peter of Lim

erick in 1810, of Skippack from 1826 to 1838, then of
Derry Township, Columbia County where he died
prior to April 1851. He may have been a son of Chris
tian Sheffer who was living in Limerick in 1790.
Known issue: Jacob, a blacksmith, and John of Fred

erick Township. (Montgy Dd Bks 34/884; 62/492;
MiscBk 7/127, 579)
No. 437. "FRIDERICH KUHNS his child died January 12,
1837." Has not been identified.

No. 438. "AMOS PANNEBECKER his wife died January 15,
1837." She was Elizabeth Wentzel, born November
10, 1800: wife of No. 584. (Bergey p 68)

No. 439. "DANIEL SCHWENK his widow died February 2,
1837." She was Mrs. Catherine Shantz Boyer, born
1759, second wife of No. 416, and may have been the
widow of George Beyer of Frederick who died in
1792. Buried Keeler's Church. (Perk. Reg. Vol 1, p
117; Montgy W Bk 1/299)
No. 440. "JOHN HUNSICKER his daughter died February 3,
1837." Born in April 1834 she was Sarah Ann, daugh
ter of John D. Hunsicker and his wife Ann Reiff.

Buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery.
No. 441. "Preacher CHRISTIAN HALTEMAN

his widow

died March 1,1837." Bom December 12,1749 she was
Magdalena Fried, daughter of No. 149, and widow of
No. 379. Her tombstone at Lower Salford Mennonite

Cemetery gives her death date as February 28,1837;
she was probably buried on March 1. (Rev. Carl T.
Smith)
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No, 442. "ISAAC HORNING his daughter died March 22,
1837." Born the previous May, this child's name has
not been preserved, but she is buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. She was probably a grand
daughter of Nos. 30 and 249.
No. 443.. "ELI MARKLEY died March 24, 1837." Bom No
vember 27, 1809, Elias Markley was the son of Nos.
336 and 346 and is buried at Lower Salford Men

nonite Cemetery.
No. 444. "WILLIAM HENDRICKS his wife died March 28,
1837." Born October 23, 1775 she was Catherine
Johnson, daughter of Joseph and and Kinieth John

son. She married July 5, 1808 William Hehdricks,
bom Januaiy 16, 1776; died March 16, 1851, son of
Paul and Anna Hehdricks. Buried at Towamencin

Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: one daughter Aim.
(Montgy OC Bk 14/248; Heckler, History of Skippack.)
No. 445. "Rich OILMAN KOLB his widow died April 8,
1837." Born February 12, 1759 she was Barbara,
daughter of Hupert Cassel and his wife Susanna
Swartz, and was widow of No. 225. Buried at Plain
Mennonite Cemetery.
No. 446. "Widow SUSANNA CASSEL died April 8, 1837."
Bom June 5, 1761 she was Susanna, daughter of

Henry Oberholtzer and his wife Barbara Godshalk
and widow of Yelles Cassel, born July 7, 1752; died
October 14, 1821, son of Henry Cassel and his wife
Margaret Godshalk. Yelles Cassel and Susanna Ober
holtzer were married November 27, 1783. .Issue:
Susanna, wife of Henry Boorse; Barbara; John who
married Susanna Hendricks; Jacob and Catherine.
(Montgy W Bks 1/377, 2/5; Misc Bk 1/256; Cassel

#35p54).
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No. 447. "ISAAC MARKLEY' died'May 1, 1837, Abraham
Markley's son." Born January. 17, 1803 son of Nos.
336 and 346, he is buried at Lower Salford Mennonite
Cemetery.
No. 448. "Widow PAULIN died May 14, 1837." Born August
12, 1779, daughter of No. 115, she was the widow of
William Paul, presumed son of David Paul and his
wife No. 197. William Paul of Lower Providence died

in 1816 leaving nine children, all under age. Susanna
Paul his widow is burled at St. Luke's Reformed

Church, Trappe. Issue: Sarah, Deborah, Samuel,
Susannah, Hannah, Elizabeth, William, Catherine
and Henry. (Montgy OC Bks 3/241, 242; 7/53; Dd
Bk 49/558, 559)
No. 449, "Widow of SAMUEL PANNEBECKER died May
17, 1837 aged 90-1-22." Widow of No. 270, she was
Hannah Gisbert and is buried with her husband at

Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery.

Providence
F. G. HOBSON, Esq.

(The Buu^in here begins the re-publication, from the Society's
scrap-book, of a series of historical articles which appeared, three-quar
ters of a century ago, in one of the county's newspapers. The author,
F. G. Hobson, Esq., was one of the charter members of the Society, and
was the author of the article on Providence in Bean's "History of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania." In the Society's scrap-book, this article is dated, in handwriting, "Oct.

5th,1882.")
To write a complete and exhaustive history of the Town
ship of Providence from its first settlement to the present time
would require a large volume. It is not the intention of this
series of articles to give such a history, complete and e^diaustive, but rather to jot down a few facts, found here and there,
such as may interest some of our people, and •wrhich may also
serve as a chart or an outline for some future historian to fill

in. Right here allow me to say that many persons have in
their possession old papers, books, as well as traditions, which
refer to the old history, the first settlers, the facts connected
with encampments of soldiers during the Revolution in our
midst, that would be very useful to the writer in preparing this
series of sketches, and for which he would be very thankful.
When the Europeans first came to this section it was
found inhabited by a sturdy race of Indians known as the
Lenni Lenape or original people. These people were very tall,
straight and well-proportioned, and many of both sexes are
said to have had as handsome faces as any in England, and
pure Roman features. The first purchase of William Penn of
the land included in Providence Township was on June 3,1684,
when he purchased of Maughhongsink, an Indian chief, all his
right to the lands lying along the Perkiomen creek, with a
promise on his part never to "molest any Christians who may
settle thereon." Previous purchases had been made of land, but
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they did not Include this section. Afterwards, on the 30th of
July 1685 a treaty was ratified with the Indians by which they
released to the whites all their title to the lands embraced

within Montgomery County.

Thus was this country opened for European settlers. The
whole of the present limits of Montgomery county were at that
time included in Philadelphia County.

When William Penn as true and absolute Proprietary of
the Province sold the lands of the Commonwealth he appears
to have reserved for his own use a large tract of land on the
east side of the Schuylkill river, including the present town

ships of Upper and Lower Providence and parts of Perkiomen
and Worcester. This large tract of land was named by him
"The Manor of Gilberts" and was so known for nearly a
century. It was so named in honor of the mother of William
Penn,' who was of the family of Gilberts. While the province

was gradually being settled this rich region still was kept in
the Penn family, so that in Holme's map of original surveys we
find nearly all the land in the three counties of Chester, Phila
delphia and Bucks taken up, while this large tract was still un
settled. When at last it was settled and sold by Penn, all the
lands ,were sold under and subject to certain rents, reserved
to Penn and his descendants forever. This rent was collected

from time to time. The last evidence we have of its being col
lected appears from an advertisement in the Herald of Decem
ber 1,1817, which reads as follows:
NOTICE.
The subscriber will attend at Garber's (now Black Rock) tavern,
Upper Providence township on the 18th and 20th of December to settle
and collect the quit rents due upon Gilbert's Manor, with authority to
release all who are disposed to extinguish the claims.
(Signed.)
WILLIAM H. DILLINGHAM
Agent for the Penn Estate.

Most of the landholder's not before released met the agent

at that time and procured releases for their property.
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For some reason the place did not retain this original
name of Gilberts.

Afterwards what is now Upper and Lower Providence
was called "Perkgoming" and what is now Perkiomen Town
ship was then known as Van Bebber's Township, named in

honor of the first settler in that Township. The Lanes (of
whom hereafter) in their deeds, especially about 1727, de
scribed themselves as living in "Perkgoming." About 1734 we
first find it called "Providence," while Van Bebber's Town
ship about the same time took the name "Parkiomen and Skippake" Township.

The origin of this name "Providence" is not certainly
known. But tradition says it was settled by some of the fol
lowers of Roger Williams, of Rhode Island. Nearly a century
before this Roger Williams had named his settlement "Provi
dence," now the capital of Rhode Island. Hence his followers
coming here called this region New Providence. In most of the
old deeds it is thus known as New Providence. But we soon find

it losing the "New" and retaining its name of "Providence."
On the 10th of September A.D. 1784 the Legislature of
Pennsylvania passed an act "for erecting part of the county of
Philadelphia into a separate county." This was the origin of
Montgomery County. Befote this the courts as well as all elec
tions were held at Philadelphia, in the old tavern opposite the
State House, and owing to this great inconvenience the people
en masse petitioned the Legislature for the establishment of a
new county. The Legislature granted their petition and estab
lished the present territory into the county of Montgomery.
This name was given it in honor of the gallant General Richat'd

Montgomery, of the Continental Army, who fell mortally
wounded, while bravely leading his army at the battle of

Quebec, December 31st 1775. The name Montgomery seems to
be a very popular one for counties, as 18 States of the Union
have counties of this name.

At February sessions of the Court of Quarter Sessions,
1805, a petition was presented setting forth that the township
of Providence was so great in area that it caused great incon-
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venience to the inhabitants on account of elections and the re

pairs of roads, and praying the Court to appoint Commis
sioners to divide said township, making the Perkiomen creek
the dividing line. This petition was signed by the following
persons, many of which names are familiar to us of the present
day viz:

Mattheu Dill,

John M. Pawling,

Jno. Edwards

Jos. Crawford,

John Shannon,
Charles McCormick,
George Hawk,
William Thomas,
John Vanderslice,
Abraham Shutt,
Jno. Pugh,

Sam'l Roberts,
James Dill, •
Henry Toany, Jr.,
Jacob Longaker,
Christ. Miller,
John Landis, .
Jonas Myers,

Abraham Hawk,

The Court appointed Cadwalader Evans, Joseph Tyson
and Samuel Baird, Esqs. Commissioners, who reported in
favor of such a division, and on November 12, 1805 the Court
decreed, that the township of Providence should be divided by
the course of the Perkiomen creek into two Townships to be
thereafter known as the Townships of Upper Providence and
Lower Providence, which Townships exist to this day without

change. Lower Providence contains 9,143 acres of land and
Upper Providence is much larger, containing about 12,095
acres. The surface of both townships is rolling and the soil

mostly red shale, and very productive, especially along the
rivers Schuylkill and Perkiomen.

In our next paper we propose to treat of the names of the
villages in our two townships — their old names, and their

present names, together with the origin of each. Any informa
tion upon this subject communicated to the author will be most
gratefully received and acknowledged.
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Names op Villages,

Landaw — Trappe

Origin of Name

It will be impossible to bring within the compass-of a
single article the origin of the names of the villages of this
township of Providence. It is not our intention in this sketch
to give a history of the villages. This will be reserved to subse
quent articles. Here we only wish to mention in a general
way the names of the villages and only give so much of their
history as will be necessary to explain the origin of the name
and what territory is included therein. The villages of Upper
Providence are Trappe, Freeland, Collegeville, Perkiomen
Bridge, Oaks, Green Tree, Port Providence, and Quincyville
or Mont Glare.

The oldest village and the one around which clusters the

richest historical associations is the ancient village of Trappe,
a village noted as one of the earliest of the Colony, a village
that has produced many men who have since attained con
siderable prominence in state and nation. It is usually sup
posed that this is the original and only name by which this
village has been known. But recently, through the researches
of Dr. James Hamer of Freeland, (the papers, drafts, etc., of
which he has kindly placed at my disposal), we learn that-this
is not the original name of this village.
About the year 1760 there seems to have been throughout
this section a great craze for laying out towns on every eligible
tract of land; so that about this time we find persons advertis
ing that they had cut their farms up into town lots, and offer
ing the same for sale. Among others one Samuel Seely became
possessed of 150 acres of land on October 19, 1762 in New
Providence Township. This land is situate in the present vil
lage of Trappe on the west side of the turnpike and south of
the road known as the Royer road, lying nearly opposite the

Lutheran church. Some time between 1762 and March 20,1765,
Mr. Seely divided part of this land into town lots and sold the
same to various purchasers. An old draft, yet in existence,
shows this town laid out into 57 lots, which were numbered in
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regular order, the first nineteen lots fronting on the old Manatawny road, called Front street; these 19 lots extended from
the present Royer's road to the road leading to the Trappe
public school. There were three tiers of lots extending back of
this, and a street dividing the second and third tier, named
Sasifrax street. All these lots were of the same size, viz: 4

perches front by 10 perches deep (66x165 feet), containing
each one-fourth of an acre. The numbering of the lots was
commenced at the eastern boundary of the Plot along Front

street extending west to lot No. 19, at the corner of Royer's
road. The second tier of lots was numbered from west to east,

and the third tier again from east to west. The draft shows the
owners of the lots to have been as follows:
LOT NUMBER
1,
2,
3,
4,

5, 34, 35,
6,
7,
8,
9,
10, 16, 23, 29,
11,
12, 27
13, 26,
14,
15,
17,
19, 20,
28,

OWNER
Peter Hicks.
Israel Jacob.
James Richardson.
Thomas Bower.
Thomas Bunn.
James Hamer.
Richard Lewis.

Joseph Ramsey.
John Buckwaltef.

Joseph Seely.
P. Flanagan.
Adam Hallman.
John Schrack.
Jacob Peterman.

George Essig.
Edwin DeHaven.
Abraham Brosius.
John Carter.

The deed of lot No. 6, in possession of Dr. Hamer, dated
March 20, 1765, executed by Samuel Seeley and wife, describes
it as lot No. 6 m the Plan of the Town, and is sold subject "to
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the proportional part of the yearly interest hereafter accruing
on the purchased premises to the chief Lord or Lords of the fee,
&c."

This colonial town that was no doubt expected by its
founder to rival the Metropolis in grandeur and greatness, was

named by its founder "Landaw." Alas for human expectation!
The very name of the town as well as the founder are forgot
ten in little more than a century, and only by chance rescued
from the great sea of oblivion. That this old town of Landaw

existed little more than on paper is very evident from the fact
that in none of the contemporaneous writings is any mention
made of it.

About the same time that Mr. Seely was trying to im
press the name of Landaw upon the village at the upper end,
another name was being applied to it at the lower end, which
was more successful than Mr. Seely's attempt. Before this the
name of Trappe or rather Trap, was given to the hotel or inn
at the extreme lower end of the village, from which name the
village derived its present name, Trappe.
Concerning the origin of the name Trappe, there has been
considerable speculation, much has been written and many
theories advanced as to its origin. That the name was of
local origin' appears the most reasonable. Names of places
as well as names of parties and sects are often given from
very trivial incidents. Often given in derision, and as a form
of reproach, they grow to be acknowledged by those to whom
applied. The very name Christians was first applied as a term of
reproach, but has grown into a name of honor. Among all the
theories advanced, as to the origin of the name, there are only
two worthy of any attention. The attempt a few years ago to
endeavor to give it a French origin by adding the prefix
La, making it La Trappe, was the height of folly, and the
people showed their good sense by frowning down and stamp
ing out any such foreign name or origin. The two theories
which we propose to notice may be designated, respectively,
the "Muhlenberg Theory"- and the "Shunk Theory" from the
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names of the two defenders of the theories. First, of the Muhlenberg theory:

Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, the venerable and hon
orable founder of the Lutheran church, in his journal kept dur

ing all his years while located in our midst makes this entry
of date November 13, 1780 — "Christian Schrack who was

buried yesterday was a son of John Jacob Schrack, who came
to this country in 1717 and settled in New Providence Town
ship which had then but few inhabitants. He was accompanied
by his wife Eva Rosine and four children. They built a cabin
and a cave in which they cooked. They kept a small shop in a
small way, and a tavern with beer and such things. As once an
English inhabitant who had been drinking in the cave, fell
asleep and came home late, and was in consequence scolded

by his wife, he excused himself by saying he had been at the
Trap. From that time this neighborhood is called the Trapp
and is known as such in all America."

That this is the true origin of the name appears reason
able from several corroboratory circumstances: (1) Muhlen

berg lived right in the vicinity from 1745 and no man had
better means of probing this question. He speaks without
doubt. (2) In all the oldest deeds, advertisements and papers
we find the name of the place spelled Trap; afterwards we find

it spelled Trapp and Trap for many years, and it is not till the
present century that-we find it spelled Trappe. I have several
letters written to Israel Bringhurst, storekeeper, — before
1800 — all of which are directed to Israel Bringhurst, near the

Trap, with the exception of a few spelled Tra/pp. (3) The said
John Jacob Schrack (of whom more hereafter) bought some
500 acres of-land which extended on the west side of the turn

pike from the toll-gate up as far as the Bringhurst road. He
built his cabin and hotel where at present stands the house
of John Longstreth and this is the hotel or cave spoken of. In
Christian Sower's newspaper (German) of May 23, 1760

appears the following advertisement by John Schrack, son
of John Jacob Schrack:
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FOR SALE.

The undersigned offers for sale in New Providence- township,
Philadelphia county, 184 acres of good land, 12 acres of which is meadow.
A good dwelling house, spring house, all of stone, a good orchard and
splendid water. It is situate 26 miles from Philadelphia on the direct
road to Reading and is already and has for 40 years been kept as an Inn.
Look for the shield of three crowns on the sign, and called "The Trapp."
JOHN SCHRACK.

Another of September 21,1785 reads as follows:
NOTICE.
The Troop of Horse will meet Lieu. Col. Peter Richards Battalion
on Tuesday the 18th of Oct. and Rendevous at George Brooke, at the
Trap precisely at 9 o'clock, a.m.

ABEL MORGAN, Lieutenant
No. III.

Tbappe Continued, Letter from Gov. Skunk —

Poem on the Trap, by Wright A. Bringhurst
The other or (as I call it) Shunk theory is that at this

Schraek's Tavern there were very high steps leading up to the
front door of the Hotel, that one night a German resident of

the place, getting pretty well under the influence of the "cup
that intoxicates," undertook to leave and being unable to guide
his tottering craft, went headlong down the flight of steps. As
down he went he exclaimed:—"Verdamt die Trep'pe" being the
German word for steps, and that from this event the Hotel

received its name of Treppe which was^soon corrupted into
Trappe. The present spelling of the word would point to this
as the correct derivation of the word, but it wholly fails to ex
plain why it was first spelled Trap. Of course nothing can be
definitely settled when those born and reared in the village a
century ago disputed and failed to agree. A great, deal of dis
cussion had been indulged in by the residents of the village,
as to which of these theories is correct. This discussion was

carried on for many years and finally culminated in calling a
town meeting.

Some time in February 1835, a village meeting was called

to meet in the School House to determine what the village
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should be called, and how the name should be spelled. The mee1>

ing was called by Matthias Haldeman, then Justice of the
Peace, who lived where Mr. Blanchford now lives. The toll
gate was then there, and he attended to collecting the toll. He
was the leader of the forces that adhered to the Treppe or

Trappe, while Wright A. Bringhurst and Hon. Jacob Fry, Jr.,
were leaders of the faction that favored Trap or Tra/pp. Mr.

Haldeman had an able ally in the person of Francis R. Shunk,
then clerk to the Canal Commissioners at Harrisburg, and
afterwards Governor of the Commonwealth. The following
letter from Gov. Shunk to Wright A. Bringhurst, is in my

possession and is very interesting as showing his views on this
question. It has never been published so I give it entire, and
it is on account of this letter that I have named this the Shunk
theory.

"Mr.

Wright A.

Bringhurst,

Trappe,

Montgomery

County, Pa.

Harrisburg, Feb. 14,1835

Friend Wright :—I have just been informed that a meeting
is to be held in your village on Tuesday, to change its name.
The fact that the name originates from the steps at the lower
tavern where Mr. Cline now lives is indisputable, and the

proper name in German should have been spelled Treppe, and
if any change is made this should be adopted. As I believe you
are not a German scholar, by consulting your neighbor Mr.
Richards you will be satisfied upon the subject. Trappe, the
present spelling was adopted to conform to sound; besides,.the
meaning of the words is not inapplicable; it in some measure
expresses the idea.

The reason why I take any interest in the proper spelling
of the name of my native village, is because Trap is barbarous
and refers to an origin entirely foreign from the true origin
of the name. It may as well be spelled right as wrong, and if

spelled right, the name is creditable and not without a little
poetry in it. "I was born at the steps" is honorable, but to be
born at the Trap is mean, besides it is manifestly a perversion
of the true name. Who would not disown the place of his nativ-
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ity with such a name foisted upon it, but adopt the true name
and nothing is necessary but to understand the language from
which it is derived, or to enquire for the etymology of the word
to explain it satisfactorily. Now I appeal to you as a native of
the place to interfere and prevent this barbarism which is
attempted to be imposed upon our village. All I ask of you is
to enquire'of Mr. Richards or any other German scholar for
the correctness of what I say, and I am certain you will be
amongst the first to advocate the true -orthography; if a
change is to be made, let it be to Treppe. If you'find this can
not be effected, do postpone the matter until next summer.
Pardon me for troubling you upon this subject; it is a
small matter and if a change in the spelling did not change the
meaning of the word, I would be satisfied. When we have a

clever, honorable origin for the name of our village-let" us
adhere to it.

'

^

'

In the common German of our county the final e is not

sounded either in Trappe or Treppe, thus words are incor
rectly pronounced as'if they were spelled Trwpp or Trepp. Our
ancestors called the place in their language Trdwp a corrup
tion of Treppe. I can remember distinctly when this name only
applied to the tavern at Gline's, the name within my recollec
tion was extended to the village and was then spelled in Eng
lish Trapp. This was done because no one interested himself-ih
the matter; it was an attempt to conform to the German or

thography but. imperfect, and if anything is now done, it
should be done with reference to the origin of the name and
the language from which it is derived, and this is all I ask.

Present me affectionately to your mother and the family.
My earliest migrations were to your father's store, where- Mr.
Gross now lives, and little acts of kindness extended towards
me by your father and mother at that time are cherished and
gratefully remembered by me.
I am yours respectfully,
Fr. R. Shunk

P.S.—After a long debate the House decided today against the
abolition of capital punishment, by a vote of 60 to 26."
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The meeting was held, and the School house crowded.
Some who are still living were at this meeting. John Fry now

living at Trappe was present and remembers very well all
about the discussion. Mr. Haldeman called the meeting to

order and stated the object. He then began to argue in favor of
Treppe. In this he was stopped by Wright A. Bringhurst,
who demanded that the meeting first determine the limits of

the village and only allow those to vote and take part who were
included in those limits. Under the guidance of Bringhurst and

Jacob Fry, Jr., the meeting determined the boundaries of the
village to be as follows: on the north, the run of water at Wm.
T. Miller's Tan Yard, and on the south the culvert across the
turnpike right below John Longstreth's. Through this sharp
generalship they effectually cut out Mr. Haldeman. After con
siderable discussion the meeting determined that the place
should be called Trapp. Everyone went away from the meeting

spelling the name of the village as they pleased. As time has
passed the Trappe gradually grew in favor until now it is uni
versally know and spelled Trappe, In 1795, according to Scott,
the village contained 12 houses. Gordon in his Gazette of 1832
says it contained two taverns, two stores, and 15 houses.
In this connection the following poem may prove of great

interest, not so much from its literary merit as from the his
torical facts therein recited. I found it in an old book of Poems

by Wright A. Bringhurst, written when he was about 20 years
of age. I give it just as it was written:
"A Description op the Trap
IN Which Place the Author Resides"

May 15th, 1819

Friend, reader, you a tale shall have,
Respecting of the Trap sir.
Wherein I've lived for many years
And witness'd no mishap sir.
About the climate I'll commence.
Which is considered healthy,

The soil for quality is good
It will make farmers wealthy.
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The Town supports four Taverns sir,
Which are kept in good order,
Our peasants are not in the town
They're stationed on the border.

Three stores we have in town, my friend,
Which I do think will do sir,
The Doctors now come next in rank

The place affords just two sir.
Our church, school house and —^^
Together made a sound air,

One schoolmaster lives in this place
No better can be found sir.

.Mechanics now come next in turn
We have a few of them sir,
The Taylor shall come first in rank,
He makes a proper hem sir.

Two saddlers now I'll not omit.
For fear I might offend them,
And if the stranger's shoes be torn
We've a shoemaker to mend them.

Our Hatter I will not forget.
For fear you'd want a castor,
Our carpenter's an expert man
A man cannot work faster.

One Ropemaker lives in this place.
Who'd make a rope to hang you.
I'll stop at this and say no more
For fear you'll think I lied t'you.
Now Reader I'll bid you adieu
I have furnished my scrap sir.
But first I'll wisper in your ear
Take care you don't get trapt, sir.
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No. IV

Perkiomen Bridge—When and by Whom Built—Lottery—
History Up to Date.

This fine stone structure spanning the Perkiomen creek
at Collegeville station, is one of the oldest bridges of the
county, and has a history, veiy interesting, as well as peculiar.
It is one of the old land-marks of early times and stands today
as firm and stable as when it was built. For nearly a century

it has stood a model of strength, as well as of massive beauty.
Some few facts relating to the time and manner in which it
was built may prove of interest, especially to those of us, who
use it so often.

The first record we have of any road leading by this place
(Collegeville, Freeland and Trappe), and crossing the Perki
omen creek at the present site of the bridge is in 1749 on a map
made by Nicholas Scull. At that time this creek was called
Perquamink creek.

At this time there were only four main roads in Mont
gomery county. The most important of these was this road

just mentioned, which was the only direct communication be
tween Philadelphia and Reading. This old road was known as
Manatawny or Great road, and is so named in many old deeds,
.&c..It.ran through the woods, curving and twisting as such
roads generally do, but in the main following the course of the

present line of turnpike roads. Evidences of this road can still
be seen in the village of Freeland. Many often have wondered
what caused the depression seen along the turnpike in the
ground of Prospect Terrace and Ursinus College. That was
the old course of the Manatawny road. Some places it is
noticed on one side of the present road and again on the other.
Where this road crosses the Perkiomen creek, it was

known as "Philips' Ford." This ford was a very dangerous
one. Already in April 14,1737, we find an account in the news

papers of the drowning of Henry Buckwalter, in the Perkyeomy at this place. "His horse stumbled and he fell off and
being very weakly, and a man in years he perished."
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Father Muhlenberg in writing to his friends in Germany,
under date of August 12, 1743, tells of his safe arrival in this
country, and of his charges, and complains of the danger of
traveling from charge to charge. He says: "In this country
there are several streams that sometimes suddenly rise very
high, and then again abate. As there are no bridges over them,
they have to be crossed on horseback oi* in a canoe. When I go
from Philadelphia to the churches in the country, I have always
to cross three streams, and in winter this is often dangerous."
These three streams being the Wissahickon, Skippack and
Perkiomen.

This great road was more and more used and was fast
becoming one of the most important in the commonwealth. The
Skippack and Wissahickon had been bridged earlier, thus
leaving the most dangerous crossing on the Great road from
. Philadelphia to Reading unprovided for. Many attempts were
made to procure a bridge, but owing to the great cost it would
entail the attempt was abandoned.
In the year 1794, the Legislature of Pennsylvania, was ap
pealed to, to build the bridge, but instead of so doing the As
sembly simply appointed a sum of money to assist in building,
if the county would pay the balance.
• It was then proposed to take this money and get as. much
as possible from the county, and procure the balance by sub
scription from the citizens, the stage lines and those using
the road. For this purpose the following petition was presented
to the court of Quarter Sessions of Montgomery Co., to May
Term, 1795,
"The petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the said

county.

Respectfully Showeth:

That Bridges have been erected over a number of danger
ous creeks in said county, which cross the public post and stage
road leading from Philadelphia to Reading. It appears that
Perkiomen creek which crosses said road is often very danger
ous, and attended with great inconvenience to travelers and
particularly the stages and posts; that many horses in teams
have been drowned in attempting to cross said creek; that by
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reason of the danger attending crossing said creek, the bridges
which have been erected over the other creeks on said road,

are not attended with general usefulness, inasmuch as they can

not be enjoyed by those who are prevented from crossing
Perkiomen creek as aforesaid; that if a bridge was erected
over said creek, a safe and commodious passage would be af
forded over all the dangerous creeks from Reading to Phila

delphia, and therefore a secure connection with the city at all
times be had, and further it appears that the State have
granted a considerable sum of money for the assisting of build
ing a bridge over said creek. For this purpose your petitioners
pray that Two Thousand pounds (£2,000) may be granted to
complete a bridge over Perkiomy creek as aforesaid:
And they will ever pray, etc."
This petition was signed by the following persons, many
of whom are well known in the history of the county and state,
and of whose history we will hereafter treat, viz:

Zebulon Potts,
James Davis,
John Davis,
James Thomas,
Samuel Baird,
Francis Wade, Sr.,
Andrew Todd,
Peter Gaskell,
Jesse Bean,
Samuel Maulsby,
Paul Casselberry,
Jonathan Thomas,
Stephen-Bahley,
John McFarland,
Bartholomew Wambolt,
Leonard Styes,
Alexander Crawford,
Christian Dull,
Adam Evans,
Christian Mattis,
Amos Evans,
David Evans,
Samuel Skeen,
Alex. Skeen,
Jacob Barr,
Joseph Skeen,
James McNealy,
Francis Wade, Jr.,
Jonathon Brooke,
Jos. Armstrong,
Daniel Hitner,
Jerry Mils,
George Bechtel,
Jos. Huddleson,
Conrad Boyer,
Andrew Porter,
Approved by the Grand Jury,
ISAIAH DAVIS, Foreman.
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The two thousand pounds were granted by the Court. An
endeavor was then made to procure enough money by private
subscription to complete the enterprise. But in this they were
unsuccessful. So they again had recourse to the Court the
next year, and to May Term, 1795, presented the following
petition:
"Respectfully showeth that it has been in contemplation
for some time past, to erect a bridge over the Perkiomen creek,
on the I'oad leading from Philadelphia to Reading near the
Perkioman Tavern, for which purpose a sum of money was
granted by the Legislature of the State, together with a sum
by a former Grand Jury of this county. But the whole will fall
far short of a sufficiency to perfect it. Your petitioners had
flattered themselves that they would have been able to have
made up the deficiency by subscriptions. But in that expecta
tion they have been disappointed owing to the inhabitants' of
Berks county being now about to build a bridge over the river
Schuylkill, from which quarter they had the greatest expecta
tion of receiving subscriptions. The funds as at present stands
being so small, it would be needless to begin the work as it
must remain unfinished upon these being exhausted. The
disadvantages that the community in general labors under for
the want thereof must be- obvious to you. We therefore pray
you will take the premises under consideration and should you
deem it expedient grant a sum that you may think sufficient to
perfect the work. And we will ever pray, &c."
S. Chapman,
Matthias Koplin,
"Wm. McCall,
Robert Porter,
Alex. McCall,
Francis Wade, Sr.,
Jonathan Thomas,
Thos. Shannon,
Jesse F. Rex,
D. G. Clarr,
Jacob Keely,
Francis Wade, Jr.,
Richard Baker,
Levi Pawling,
Peter Skeen,
Jeremiah Wills,
Edward Parker,
Isaiah Wells,
Ludwick Ashenfelter,
Jacob Schwenk,
Samuel Livezy,
James Missimer,
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Adam Gilbert,

Frederick Marstedler,
John Adams,

Edward Robert,

Andrew Todd,

3^25

Daniel Deal,
Joseph Henzy,
•Philip Markley,
John Sahler,
Joseph Williams,
Robert Kennedy,
Samuel Maulsby,
Daniel Hitner,
Andrew Porter,
Wm. Armstrong,
Arthur Darrah,
James Curry,
James Delaiour,
Samuel Ries,
James Bean,
James Davis,
Nicholas Bower,
Joseph Potts,
Jonathan Younge,
Hugh.Farren,
Philip Schneder,
Thomas Hillborn,
Samuel Daniel,
Jacob Fox,
Joseph Tyson,
F. Richards,
The Grand Jury unanimously recommend an additional
Two Thousand pounds in addition to the previously granted
2,000 pounds.
FRANCIS SWAINE, Foreman,
On August 10, ]796, The Court, (Robert Loller, Judge),
refused to concur.

They were therefore driven again to the Legislature.
It will be noticed how differently the river Perkiomen is
spelled.
In Nicholas Scull's map it is spelled "Perquamink." In
Penn's deed of purchase it is called Pah-he-homa, an Indian
name meaning "The land where grow cranberries." After
wards it is known as "Perkioming," "Perquoming," "Perkoming," "Perkioman," "Perkquoning," "Perquomin," and still
later as "Perkiomen."
No. V

Perkiomen Bridge—When and by Whom Built—LotteryHistory Up to Date

On the 21st of February 1797, the Legislature of Pennsyl
vania, passed "An Act for raising, by way of lottery, the sum
of twenty thousand dollars, to be applied to the erection of a
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stone arched bridge over the Perkiomlng creek, in Montgom
ery County, on the road leading from Philadelphia to the bor
ough of Reading."
The first section of the act names the following persons
as Commissioners, to superintend the drawing of this lottery,
viz: Peter Muhlenberg, John Richards, Samuel Baird, Francis
Swaine, Moses Hobson, Frederick Conrad, Samuel Markley,
Francis Nicholas, William Smith, Philip Boyer, Elisha Evans,
James Bean, John Markley, Robert Kennedy and John Elliot,
nearly all of whom lived in this vicinity.
Section Two provides that these Commissioners or a ma
jority of their number, shall devise a plan of drawing and lay
the same before the governor for his approval. They shall enter
into bond for their fidelity in the same. Every 3 months they
shall settle their accounts with the County Treasurer, report
the number of tickets sold, and pay the proceeds to the treas
urer, who shall also enter bonds.
Section Three directs the County Treasurer to pay the
prizes drawn and hold the balance to pay for the bridge.
Section Four directs the commissioner to be sworn, and
certify a list of prizes to the County Treasurer, and publish the
list of prizes in newspapers of Philadelphia, Reading and Harrisburg.
On the 28th of February, 1797, Moses Hobson, one of the
commissioners of Montgomery county, was authorized to
notify the commissioners named in the Act, to meet at the
house of Elisha Evans, on the 3d of March, at which time the
Judges of the Court, County Commissioners, and Commission
ers of the Act, met at that place and agreed upon a plan. The
plan being approved by the Governor, there were issued and
sold 20,000 tickets, divided into two classes of 10,000 tickets
each. One of the original tickets is still in existence in the pos
session of Frank M. Hobson of Freeland:
"No. 246
Perkiomen Bridge Lottery
Class the First

This ticket entitles the bearer to such prize as may. be
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drawn against its number, if demanded within twelve months
after publication of the fortunate numbers, subject to a deduc
tion of 20 per cent.

P. MUHLENBERG,"

There were two drawings. The drawing on class the first
was commenced on July 17, 1797, and continued for 21 days.
The capital prize of $3,000 was drawn by No. 8252. No. 1268

drew $1000; No. 6785, $500. The last 10 numbers drawn, each
were entitled to a prize of $250, viz: Nos. 7633, 187, 2881,
2466,7533,1707, 9331, 2440, 61 and 9844. The second class was
not drawn until November 1,1798, and continued 25 days. The
capital prize of $1,000, was drawn by ticket No. 2876. No. 9823
drew $500, and the last ten drawn, each received $150, viz:
Nos. 3435, 8564, 4968, 7338, 1246, 9013, 4861, 5297, 3733 and
5389. Matthew Dill, who lived on the farm now owned by
Richard J. Casselberry, was clerk of the drawing, for which he
received $102.

On July 24, 1797, the County Commissioners, Fredk. Con
rad, Moses Hobson, Samuel Maulsby, together with the Judges
of the Court, Messrs, LoUar, Rittenhouse and Markley, met at
the house of Elisha Evans, and unanimously agreed that the
bridge should be built at or near the ripple or present fording
place over said creek, should consist of 12 arches, and be 30
feet wide. The arches to be of the following dimensions: 3 of

50 feet, 2 of 45 feet, 2 of 35 feet, one of 30 feet, and 2 of 20
feet. Afterwards this was changed to 6 spans of lalrge arches,

covering the same area. The same day Elisha Evans was paid
$8.75 for laying out the bridge. On October 20, 1797,, Moses
Hobson, then treasurer of Montgomery county, in addition to
his general bond, gave bonds for $50,000 for the faithful appli
cation of the money received from the Perkiomen Bridge Lot
tery. His bondsmen were Nicholas Cressman, Jacob Wismer,
Nicholas Robison and Israel Bringhurst. In January 1798, the

Judge and Commissioners agreed to commence work on the
bridge this spring, and proposals for the several kinds of work
were asked to be handed to them on March 23, at the house of
Elisha Evans.
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On that day the Commissioners met and gave out con
tracts for the several kinds of work as follows:

Mason work to Jos. Wright and Daniel Thomas, 5 shillings
per perch, to find themselves and tenders.

Carpenter work, Richard Mather, 10 shillings per day.
Lime—John Fitzwater, Is. lOp. per bushel.
Sand—Thomas Shoemaker, 2s. 6p. per cart load.
The same day they inspected several stone quarries, and
examined the stones therefrom. The greater quantity were pro
cured from Espenship's quarry near (now) Nyce's mill.

Work was commenced on the bridge in the early spring of
1798, and pushed forward with all haste. At the end of the year
the county had expended the sum of $34,683.12, and the bridge
was only about one-half completed. They therefore again ap
pealed to the Legislature for help.
On the 28th of March, 1799 an Act was passed, the pre
amble of which says: "Whereas, it has been represented to the
Legislature, that the means heretofore provided for the erec
tion of a stone arch bridge over Perkiomen creek, has proved
insufficient for the completion of said bridge, and it is thought
an object of public concern, that the same should be speedily
finished, therefore," &c.

Section 1 provides that the Commissioners of Montgomery
county and their successors are authorized to demand and re

ceive, from travellers and others, toll for passing through the
gates, hereafter to be erected near said bridge, and fixed the

following rates of toll ; every score of sheep or hogs, 10 cents,
every score of cattle 20 cents, every foot passenger 2c., every
horse or mule 4c., every sulkey, chair or chaise with 1 horse
and 2 wheels 12i/^c., every chariot, coach, phaeton and chaise
2 horses and 4 wheels 25c.; for either of the last with 4 horses
37^c., for every sleigh 6l^c. per horse, and so on.
This shall be charged until the ioll so received is sufficient
to pay the whole cost of building the same together with the
costs for collecting the toll. As soon as this appeared to have
been accomplished the court was to declare the bridge free.
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The bridge was finished this year in the style it now
stands, and cost the county some $60,000.
On the 4th day of November, 1799, the bridge was com

plete and formally opened to the public. It was a day of great
rejoicing in the neighborhood, many persons coming a great
distance to see the noble structure completed.
The Board of Commissioners held a meeting at which

Samuel Bard was appointed toll keeper at the annual salary
of $350. He to find himself wood.
I have been unable to find any record as to when the
bridge was made free, but in some five years the tolls collected
proved sufficient and the bridge was made free. The bridge
was built a little higher up the stream than the old ford, for
after the bridge was built, the court appointed a jury to vacate
the old road and lay out a new road over the bridge to connect
the road.on either side thereof.
It then remained a free bridge of the county.

By the Act of Assembly of March 20,1810, The Perkiomen
and Reading Turnpike road was chartered to make an artificial
road from the east end of Perkiomen Bridge, in Montgomery

county, passing through Pottsgrove to Reading. By this .act
the bridge became the property of said turnpike company. But
the Legislature in granting this great privilege to the company,
saw fit to restrict it by Section 5 as follows: "And it is ex

pressly enacted by the authority aforesaid that the said com
pany shall not erect a gate to receive toll within one mile of
Pelrkiomen and Manatawny bridge."
This bridge has been in possession of said corporation
ever since.

By the Act of April 3, 1867, the Legislature repealed the
said 5th section.

A toll house and gate was erected at the west end of said
bridge in July, 1867. But soon after its completion, and before
any toll was collected, the house was burned by incendiaries,
and the gate removed and thrown into Perkiomen creek.
The following year, February 13th, 1868, this repealing
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act .was itself repealed, thus restoring the 5th section of the

original act.
^
'
On the 31st of October, 1872, the turnpike company again
erected a toll house and gate upon the eastern end, with a yiew
to collect toll.

Thomas Puhl was appointed gate keeper.
The, company maintained a right to collect toll, on the

ground that the Legislature, having once given them the right
to collect toll, could not deprive them of the franchise. Many
people refused to pay. The company brought suit for 2c. vs.
Joshua Zimmerman and Davis Longaker.
The Supreme Court, on January 30, 1873, decided that the

company could not maintain a gate within one mile of, said
bridge.

On the night of the day on which the above decision was
rendered, the writer, in company with some 20 young folks,
attended a sleighing party at Eaglevllle. As we passed down
the Turnpike and through the toll gate, some one of the party
suggested that on our return we would find that the fate of
the former house would be repeated in this one. As we returned
we viewed from the top of Skippack hill a fire in the direction
of home, and none of us were surprised when upon arriving at
the bridge that the house had been thrown over into the
meadow in a blaze. We stopped the horses and viewed the fire,
but hot a soul was in sight.
The bridge stands today as it was built, an everlasting
monument to the memory of the men who built the same, and
a splendid model for bridge builders of the present time to
take pattern after.

Names of Villages (Continued)—Perkiomen Bridge—
FREELAND—TOWNSEND—COLLEGEVILLE—PERKLANDVILLE

To write a history of the names of these three villages of

Perkiomen Bridge, Freeland and Collegeville, or rather this
one village with three names, would be to recount one of the
most bitter fights over the name of a village that has ever come
to our notice. In this contest many animosities have arisen, that
promise to last as long as the lives of some of the participants.
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To ftwaken this old animosity, to say anything in this article

to renew the old discussion, is very far from the wish of the
author. We propose only to state facts that are- properly
vouched for, and have no opinions of our own to express as to
the right or wrong.

In the history of these villages there are no old and inter
esting facts to be dug up from the past century. The whole
history is compressed within the-lives of many persons now
living. •
The most ancient of these names was of course Perkiomen

Bridge. After the building of the Bridge as it how stands,
from its pre-eminence it was known as the Perkiomen Bridge.
From this title the Hotel, before known as "Perkiomen Hotel"
was' changed to the "Perkiomen Bridge Hotel" a name it has
rethiiied to this day, and from this celebrated bridge, grad

ually the name came to be applied to the surroianding country
as i^r'north as the limits of Tfappe. At this time this country

hardly deserved the name of a village. From the lihiits' of the

Trappe to the Perkiomenthere was an almost unbrokenWilder
ness,/with "the'old Mahatawany road running through the
wobd'k
At the present site of Hobson's store this old road was a

couple hundred feet in width, a large spring of water bubbled
lip right in the middle of the road, and wagons in trying to
avoid' this mud hole gradually widened the road."If is related
that'a heavy storm one Easter morning felled to the earth at

this plane, a large forest tree, which lay right along side of the
road;'and for several years was a noted resort for tramps and
beggairs. The only residences were. Squire Matthias Haldeman
who lived where Mr. Blanchford lately dwelt, right above the

toll gate; Rev. Abraham Hunsicker lived in the house where
now lives Abraham Reiff; Andrew Todd then occupied the
residence of Dr. James Hamer, and the small house just op

posite was used by him as a shop for making spinning wheels;
Wm. Tenant Todd lived in the house now occupied by Abra

ham Grater; John Baker lived in a house long since demolished
which stood in the present lawn of Prospect Terrace, near the
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well of water at the lawn; Abram Beard occupied the house
he now does and his father David Beard in 1838, built the brick
house above the station now occupied by George Yost, and a
house standing where the present Collegeville station -now
stands. This house was built of frame by William Couch in the
year 1803. In its day it was considered one of the finest houses
in all Providence. A double porch extended its whole front
length, with large heavy columns extending to the roof, making
the roof of the upper porch simply a continuation of the roof
of the house proper. This house stood until the year 1838,
when it was occupied by Andrew Boyer and Adam Schrack.
The old adage that "no house is large enough for two families"
was here verified, they continually disputed as to their rights
until the 21st of October 1838, when the culmination came.
After disputing for some time Mr. Boyer ended the conversa
tion by wishing "the damned old tinder box would burn down
and end this dispute." That very evening the old tinder box did
burn down, and was replaced by our present commodious,
handsome and elegant station house. May time deal gently with
this relic of the past, and it is not at all likely the railroad com
pany will soon remove this relic of the past, unless it should
be as unfortunate as its predecessor.

For many years the Trappe Post Office was held at the
residence of Matthias Haldeman. Afterwards when the Post

Office was removed to the upper end of Trappe, to Royer's
store, it became entirely too inconvenient for those living so far
down the road. A Post Office was therefore established in the

year 1847, in the store of Edward Evans, now kept by Henry
G. Schwenk. Edward Evans was appointed Post Master, and
the Post Office named Perkiomen Bridge, which was then
the name of the whole village.
In the year 1848, Henry A. Hunsicker, built a boarding
school for young men and boys, which was formally opened
on the 7th of November, with 4 pupils only. This school he

called "Freeland Seminary" (now Ursinus College). Being a
very ardent free-soiler and anti-slavery advocate, and being
imbued with the spirit of the times which demanded free soil,
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free schools and Fremont, he also gave to his school a libertyring "Freeland." His first catalogues described the school as
"Freeland Seminary of Perkiomen Bridge." This was the
origin of the name Freeland as applied to the village. As the
school increased in number of pupils and usefulness, it became
the pride of the surrounding country, which now rapidly im
proved and in a short time the Seminary found itself sur
rounded by a growing and prosperous village. Then the pro
prietors of the school and some of the citizens in the vicinity
thought that the village itself should receive its name from the
school. Hence the name "Freeland" as applied to the village.

Many persons clung tenaciously to Perkiomen Bridge,
while those clustered around the school called their village

after the Seminary "Freeland." In the fall of 1861, the Post
Office was removed from its former location and placed in the
store of Frank M. Hobson, who was appointed by President
Lincoln, as the Post Master. The name was still "Perkiomen
Bridge," but in the following year the name was changed to
"Freeland." This and other matters engendered much bitter
ness between the respective champions for their several names
to the village.
In April 1855, while the name of Freeland was yet in its
infancy,"there came to this village from the great city of Phila
delphia, one Samuel Townsend, who purchased and moved to
the farm now owned and occupied by Dr. James Hamer. This
gentleman was supposed to be immensely wealthy, and popular
with certain persons. So great was the esteem in which this
man was held by several of the citizens, that they proposed to
call the village after him, viz: "Townsend." Mr. A. W. Beard,
the present genial "mine host" of the Beard House, named his
Hotel the "Townsend House," which name hung from his sign
board for about a year, till replaced with a better, "The Beard
House." For about a year or so, the village was known ...as
"Freeland" or "Townsend," according to the whim or fancy
of the persons so calling; some maps are still found calling this
ville "Townsend." But this name did not last long and soon
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fell into decay, leaving "Perkiomen Bridge" and "Freeland"
to fight out their old battle.

So matters stood up to the time of the opening of the
Perkiomen Railroad. When this road was first opened this

village was the terminus of the road. It therefore became a
matter of moment, as to what the name of the station should
be. The Railroad company named their station "Freeland."

Thiis greatly elated the "Freelanders," while those opposed .to
this name became very active to have the station's nanie
changed to Perkiomen Bridge. This the company positively
refused to do. The 8th day of May 1868, was a gala day for the
Perkiomen valley. On that day the Perkiomen- Railroad was
opened with due.ceremony as far as Freeland Station,.and
in the afternoon there was to be a great sale of .Town; lots .on
what is now. known as the "Commons."-This wonderful town

of .Freeland was all laid out and nicely mapped, and lots were
to be sold to the highest bidder. The name of.the Station .was
still bitterly fought over, when Col. James Boyd,' the counsel
for. the Railroad company, thinking no doubt to. throw oil ujion
the troubled waters, announced that.the name of the-station
should, for all time, be "Collegeville," in the honor, of-the-twp
Colleges in our midst. But instead of smothering the fire the
action only fanned the flanie. The- Station was named College
ville; The citizens called the' village Freeland,- Perkiomen
Bridge or Collegeville as their own tastes, principles or preju
dices might dictate, and sO it has been ever since. Each party
today tenaciously holds to its own name for the village, al
though the bitterness has to a great extent died out. Shortly
after the naming Of the station, the Post Office was removed to
the Railroad Station and the name of the same changed to Col
legeville which name it still retains. We have thus endeavored
to jot down a few of the facts in relation to the name of our
lovely village, than which no prettier exists in Pennsylvania.
We have not set down "aught in malice" have no opinion here
to express as to the right 'or wrong. No one to commend, none
to blame. When this cruel war will end no one can tell; we

have the strange anomaly of a single village blessed with three
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names. The Hon. George N. Corson in a lecture in the village
several years ago, on "The Great Tangalation," proposed-.to
remedy this sad state of uncertainty, and heal all differences
by uniting on a new name. And so that none might be offended
he proposed a new name, composed of some of each of the old
names in chronological order; viz: "Perk-land-ville." This kind
suggestion of Mr. Corson's has not as yet found very favorable
soil.

In our next article we expect to complete the villages in
Upper Providence.
No. VII

Villages of Upper Providence (Continued)—Robinson's
Town—Upper Providence Square—Lumberville—
Port Providence—Oaks—^Water Tank—Doe Run—
Arcola—Yerkes

About the time that Samuel Seely was establishing the
great city called by him "Landau." now part of the present vil
lage of Trappe, of which we spoke in a former number, an
other city was being planned and laid out in the same township.
On the 4th of March, A.D. 1761, Thomas Penn, Esq., True
and Absolute proprietary of the Colony conveyed to John
Robinson of Providence township, a tract of 150 acres of land
in said township. This tract of land I am not able exactly to
locate, but it must have included part of the present village of
Upper Providence Square, and part of the farm so long known
as the "Robinson farm" on the road from Collegeville • to
Phoenixville.

After holding this farm for about two years, Mr. Robin
son conceived the idea of here establishing a Town that should
be a wonder to all beholders. On the 10th day of February,
1763, he advertised to sell "350 lots in Prodivence township, 60
or 65 feet front by 7 perches (1151/2 feet) to be laid out in a

square to contain eight (8) streets for a new town, on a rising
ground with a prospect of a rich country for 15 or 18 miles."
This advertisement did not appear to bring the answer ex

pected, and the lots did not sell as fast as hoped for. In the
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following year, 1764, March 1st, the following advertisement
appeared in a Philadelphia paper.
Public Sale

Will be sold at Public Sale on the 3d day of April next, in

Providence Township, Philadelphia county, 100 lots of good
land, to be laid out in proper squares and allowance for
streets; three lots in the hundred to be reserved for public use
gratis, designed for a new town. Majority of purchasers may
give name to the town. Beautiful situation, 27 miles from
Philadelphia, right towards Reading Town, one mile from
Schuylkill. A good store raised about 2 miles distant. Also at
same time and place to be sold or rented a good square log
house which has been a licensed house for keeping Tavern.
JOHN ROBINSON.

At this sale quite a number of these lots were sold and
transferred. I have seen several deeds for different lots. A deed

from John Robinson and Eunice, his wife, to Isaac Hencock,
dated Oct. 30, 1765, conveys a lot "situate in Providence town

ship, which is in a place which is laid out for a town. Beginning
at a corner by a road leading from Roger North's Mill, [now
Mingo Mill], to Philadelphia; thence N. W. 60 feet; thence
N.E. 1481/^ feet; S. W. 1481/^ feet; thence by the aforesaid
road, S. E. 60 feet to beginning, which takes in the Lot whose
number is 11, according to the plan of the Town." Lot No. 28
was sold to Patrick Martin, on October 11,1771. Lots were also
sold to Conrad Robeson, Jacob Peterman, William Wilson, Con
rad Rorer, Christian Marshall and others. I can find no record
of the town being named, nor of any public improvements
being erected upon those lots dedicated to public use. This town
is something entirely of the past. In the place where it was to
have been built, now stands the little village of Upper Provi
dence Square, so known to this date.
On the map prepared and published in the year 1758, by
Nicholas Scull, Surveyor General of the Province, we find

along the river Schuylkill, where now stands the thriving vil
lage of Pott Providence, the word "Jacobs." The Jacobs family
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was a large and influential one in the colony, and quite a num
ber of the members of the family settled along the Schuylkill,
between Mont Clare and the mouth of the Perkiomen. This

particular Jacobs was Israel Jacobs (of whom hereafter); he
owned all the land whereon now stands the village of Port
Providence. Afterwards this property fell into the hands of
David Thomas, who devised the same to his son Abel Thomas,
by will dated October 2,1797. On the 18th of April, 1820, Abel
Thomas sold 119 acres of this land to Abel Fitzwater, father of
Mr. Joseph Fitzwater, still living in this neighborhood, and
to whom the author is indebted for much of the information

concerning this village. This land was sold for $27 per acre,

under and subject to the quit rents due the Lord of Fee.
Shortly after his coming into possession of this land, Thomas
Jones bought of him a small tract alongside the Canal which
had just been built along the Schuykill. This Thomas Jones was
an extensive lumber dealer of West Chester, Chester county. At
that time most of the lumber was brought by canal. So for his
convenience Mr. Jones built a landing at this place to unload
lumber, which he stored here, and then hauled to his lumber
yard at West Chester. He also built a house alongside the canal.
A few years later one Samuel Detwiler bought this lumber
yard and land, and built a Ware House for storing grain &c.,
and a Hotel and Store House which he carried on in connection

with his lumber yard. As a Hotel, Store, Ware House and two

or three residences constitute a village, it became necessary to
find a name for this new Town. From the fact that the lumber

interest seemed to be the first as well as the most important
industry of the village, it was agreed that the name thereof
should be in honor of this pioneer enterprise. The village was
accordingly christened Lumberville, and was so known for
many years, and is to this day known by our old people as
Lumberville. In the county map published in 1849, it is so
called, and mention is made of a store, hotel, lumber yard and
four or five houses. From this time on the village kept increas
ing in population and number of residents until in course of
time the good people of the place conceived the idea that to
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enhance tiieir happiness they should have a Post Office, and
they accordingly petitioned the "Powers that be" to establish
the post office of Lumberville. But as there had already been a

post office of this same name established in Bucks county, it
became necessary to determine on a new name, when the presr
ent name of the post office and the village was adopted; viz:
Port Providence, named after the township, of course, and as a
Port or Landing for the canal. This then came to be recognized
as the name of the village which name it has retained up to the
present time. It is now quite a flourishing village.
When the Perkiomen iRailroad came and passed through

the township, several stations were established which had to
receive names. Thus, where a station was established a village
almost' immediately sprung up around it and this village
naturally took the name of the station. Thus sprung up the

villages of Oaks,Arcola and Yerkes.
The people around Oaks station were requested by the
Kailroad authorities to present a name for their station and

presented the name of Oakland. This the Railroad company
refused, on account of another station in Pennsylvania being
known by that name, and this would be a cause of much annoy
ance and many mistakes. They therefore dropped part of the
name and left it bare "Oaks," which name it still retains. A
post office is here, of the same name.
Arcola is the third name given to that station. 'TOen the
road was built this was known as Water Tank, on account of

the Tank being there placed which now stands at Yerkes. After
its removal the name of the station was changed to Doe Run,

named after the small stream of water emptying into Perkio

men just north of the station. This name it retained for sev
eral years, until the Messrs. Wetherill & Co., named their mills
situated at this place "Arcola Mills," when the people of the

place asked the Railroad company to change the name of this
station again to its present name of "Atcola."
"Yerkes" was named, as everyone knows after Mr. Isaac
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Yerkes, a respected citizen and the largest land owner in that
neighborhood^ through whose land the Railroad passed.
This completes the history of the names of the villages of
Upper Providence, excepting Mont Clare or Quincyville, con
cerning which we ate not yet prepared to vsrrite.
The next paper will be devoted to the villages of Lower
Providence.

Acquisitions
Colonel George S. Davis: Original Minute Book, Blue Bell Horse Com
pany, 1841 to 1908.

Mrs. Harold H. Mowday: Booklet, Valley Forge, drawings and text by
Oliver Grimley, printed at Norristown, 1952.

Harvey K. Lachman: Woven coverlet, "Made by Samuel Gilbert, Trappe,
1860 for H. Lachman and A. Lachman."

Mrs. Howard R. Watt: Two woven coverlets, 1839 and 1843.
Collier Rhoads: Book, My Ancestry by Thomas L. Rhoads, Boyertown,
1938.

Mrs. William F. Moyer: An interesting and valuable collection of
mechanical and penny banks. An unusual Victorian sleigh robe made
in the 1870's.

Philip M. Allen: Booklet, Father Dealt in Cowes, The Harvey Dager
Story, published by the donor, Christmas, 1955. Book, The First
Hundred, Recording a century of growth of Germantown Mutual
Fire Insurance Company, written by the donor, 1943.
Miss Minnie W. Harrison: Framed, embroidered motto, 1870, "The Lord

Will Provide", made by the donor's mother, Katherine Willis Harri
son of Maryland.

Mrs. Mabel Swartz: A small chair with a rush seat, and a white plate.
Both of the Hendricks Family.
Charles R. Barker: Through the courtesy of Miss Sarah B. Litzenberg,
and from the estate of LeRoy Litzenberg, a number of family charts

prepared by the deceased on Litzenberg, Vaughan, Johnson, Fore
man, Butler, Wagner, Enoch, Hallowell, Yamall, I^wrence and
Stanley.

John J. Pennypacker: Child's wooden horse on three wheels over 140
years old, very unusual. Gold-headed cane made from, and so in
scribed, "The original timber of Independence Hall, June 1, 1856,
Wm. 0. Kline to J. W. Calladay." Other items. . .

Benjamin H. Shoemaker, 3rd: Mimeographed history. Shoemaker Pio
neers, A Guide to the Shoemaker Families of Colonial America,
compiled by the donor, 1955.
Mrs. Anna Bergman: An interesting and miscellaneous lot of family
mementoes.

Mrs. Walter A. Knerr: Two gowns worn in the 1890's by Rachel Butterweek Schwenk. One, her wedding gown when she became Mrs. Wil
liam R. Johnson.

Mrs. Mary Whartenby: A quilt, "Double Star" pattern made in the year
1844 by Elizabeth Harley Landes, great aunt of the donor.
Linn A. Dettre: Large, blue Canton china platter, once owned by Lydia
Darragh of Revolutionary fame and used at dinner entertaining
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General Washington in her Philadelphia home. A framed, oval
photograph of Margaret Darragh Williamson. R. Ronald Dettre
and Linn A. Dettre are lineal descendants of Lydia Darragh, and
present these items in the memory of their mother, Linda Loeser
Dettre.

R. Ronald Dettre: German Bible, Christopher Saur, Germantown, 1776.
Written in ink on fly-leaf, "Christian Detter was bom March 6,
1776."

Reverend Calvin M. DeLong: Pastoral Records of Reverend Calvin M.

DeLong, 1903-1954, New Goshenhoppen Evangelical and Reformed
Church, East Greenville. In typescript as copied by Kenneth H.
Hallman.

Mrs. Frank B. Moore: Gift subscription to American Heritage.
Helen Donnaldson Estate: An outstanding acquisition of antique furni
ture and family mementoes. A feature article will appear in the
Bulletin on this at a later date.

Aaron L. Willouer: Typescript family records of George Paltzgraff,
Conrad Wannenmacher and Michael Huber, as found in the will
books of Philadelphia County, and Falkner Swamp Reformed Church.
Also an inquiry for information regarding John Willauer and his
wife Susanna Hallman, the daughter of Joseph and Margaret Hallman. Wanted—the names of their children and where they are
buried.

Norris D. Wright: Ten framed photographs of Washington's Head
quarters in Montgomery County during the Revolution. Two pieces
of sheet music inscribed to the pupils of Oakland Female Institute,
Norristown: one, "An Evening at Oakland," 1860, and the other
"Remember Me", 1854, with a hand-colored lithograph of Oakland
on the cover. A book, The Regional Plan of the Philadelphia TriState District, 1932. A gavel made of wood of the original White
House.

Other items.

Joseph K. Fornance, Esq.: Door with a Revolutionary history from the
home of Andrew Knox, Esquire, Whitpain Township. Correspon
dence received by Hon. Joseph Fornance, 1834 to 1843, from his
constituents during a term in the Pennsylvania Legislature, and
two terms in the Congress of United States. Tickets of admission
to impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson. Stage Coach
Way Bill with the names of passengers, Monday, November 16, 1846,
on the 6 O'Clock Line from Pottstown to Norristown. John F. Hart-

ranft, the driver then a boy, afterwards the celebrated Civil War

General and Governor of Pennsylvania. Many other items of ^eat
historic interest.

B. Harrison Landis: Typescript genealogy of The Detwiler Family com
piled by the donor.
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Daniel S. Thomas, Sr.: Original Docket identified as that of Frederick
Conrad, Justice of Peace for the townships of Providence, Whitpain and Norristown, containing records from March 24, 1792 to
May 8, 1810. A parchment deed, 1762, for 145 acres, of land in New
, Providence township to James Skeen.

Miss Nancy P. Highley: Framed, fancy paper cut-out made by Sarah
Egbert Corson, grandmother of the donor. Also a souvenir plate
of Plymouth Meeting House.
Samuel Ouster Det^viler: Framed Civil War record of Sergeant Samuel

Detwiler of the 179th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers. A Small
revolver, "Aliens Patent, 1846".'
Andrew J. White: Civil War rifle, bayonet, belt and cartridge pouch,
being the equipage worn by the grandfather of the donor, an:earlier
Andrew White, who was one of the honor guard escorting Lincoln's
body to Springfield for burial.'Fire hat of the Germantown Hose
worn by Andrew White in the final "run" of the volunteer fire de
partment in 1871.
Miss Minnie K. Schultz: A colorful lot of handiwork, musical instru
ments; wearing apparel, scrap books, pictures and -literature col
lected during a stay of five years among the Moslem Moro tribe on
Mindanao, Philippine Islands. Miss Schultz was secretary to Dr.
Pranck C. Laubach, the world-renowned crusader for literacy.

The Valley Forge Historical Society: Large framed oil portrait of
Dr. Louis Wemag Read painted by Helen Corson Hovenden.
Abram Clemmer: Manuscript genealo^ of The Clemmer Family as com
piled by the donor.
Russell, J. Brownback, Esq.: A piece of plaid silk from a Confederate
balloon- with an interesting Civil War history concerning Professor
T. S. C. Lowe, Chief Aeronaut of the Union Forces, the grandfather
of the donor. Many other items.
Arthur M. Harrington: Collection of orginal deeds and documents from
1775 to 1900 on the Harrington Whitemarsh Township property
on Sheaff Lane.

Philadelphia National Bank: Fifteen original Account Books and Led

gers of the Schuylkill Bridge Company, Norristown, 1828-1885. Other
items.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Beaver Strassburger. Three rare Christopher Saur

Bibles, in German, dated 1743, 1763 and 1776, together with, a glassenclosed bronze case. The earliest of the three was the first Bible

printed in America on American-made paper. The third edition is
the first Bible printed in America with American-made type, and
of which the Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker said, "The third edition,
I have always contended, is the raest of all Saur Bibles, ;a3 the

ACQUISITIONS
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major portion of the edition while in sheet was used by the Con
tinental Army for cartridges. Consequently fewer copies of this
edition were sold than of the preceding, and in my experience of forty
years I have handled fewer copies of this than of the other editions."
Acquired by purchase: Pennsylvania, ClockB and Clockmakers, by George
H. Eckhardt, 1955; The Genealogy of the Mickley Family, by Minnie
F. Mickley, 1893; Fire on the Hearth, by Josephine H. Peirce, 1951.
Records Transcribed: Mrs. F. Spencer Roach, typescript translation of

the Records of Births and Baptisms 1793-1829 of the Lutheran
Church at Old Goshenhoppen, Woxall, Upper Salford Township;
Mrs. Michael Seaman and James deM. Hunsicker, transcriptions of
tombstones in the United Evangelical Cemetery, Upper Providence
Township; Mrs. Michael Seaman, Bible Records of Poley and Smallwood Families; The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, copies
of original Bible records of Beyer and Custer Families; Mrs. LeRoy
Burris and Mrs. Calvin Collins, transcriptions of the tombstones
in the burial ground of Bethel M. E. Church, Belfry; Mrs. Earl W.

Johnson, list of communicant members, 1845-1874, of the Port Ken
nedy Presbyterian Church, Upper Merion Township; Mrs. LeRoy
Burris, Beyer Family Bible record.
Other donors to whom we are grateful are: Dr. Willis R. Roberts, Jef
ferson Medical College, Franklin A. Stickler Estate, Merrill A. Bean,
Frederick S. Fox, John S. Wurts, Mrs. Richard H. Ruh, Seymour L.

Green, Lloyd Espenschied, Mrs. Frederick Poole, James E. Meneses,
Mrs. Clarence E. Eastwood, Charles W. Mann, Rev. Adrian P. Mumford, Dr. Samuel B. Sturgis, Kirke Bryan, Aaron L. Willouer, Leon
H. Schirmer, Miss Florence Jenkins, Joseph R. Heebner, George K.
Brecht, J. William Stair, Mrs. Anna Greulich, Charles H. Jamison,
Commissioners of Montgomery County, Richard L. Griffin, Mrs. J.
D. Peters, Mrs. Price Aman, Mrs. Elizabeth N. Gallager, Calvin S.
Hathaway, Miss Evelyn Gulp Brunst, Mrs. Calvin Collins, James
Maniscalco, Milton Rubincam, William P. Nuttall, Ronald Heaton,
W. F. Zimmerman, Dr. Aaron D. Weaver, Miss Rachel Essick, Mrs.
Lillie White Metzger, Fred W. Grimison, York County Historical So
ciety, Schwenkfelder Historical Library, Thomas Hart, Stacey H.
Widdicombe, Mrs. Samuel G. Kerr and E. L. Hershberger.
JANE KEPLINGER BURRIS, Librarian

Reports on Membership
NEW MEMBERS (Elected November 19, 1955)
William Richard Carpenter
H. Durston Saylor, II, Esq.
Miss Jennie W. Famous
Paul E. Shipe
John M. Grier
Mrs. Mary W. Sleath
Miss Thekla A. Killian

Mrs. Warren L. Smith

William Naile, Jr.
Miss S. Emma Roberts
Miss Alice T. Ross

Jesse L. Stayer
Miss Esther F. Stephenson
Mrs. Lloyd Zeigler

TRANSFERRED TO LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Mrs. Marie Zern Smith

Malcolm A. Schweiker
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Mrs. Robert Locke

HELEN E. RICHARDS, Corresponding Secretary

NEW MEMBERS (Elected February 22, 1956)
D. Rae Boyd
James A. Cassidy

Rev. William N. Lanigan
George E. Lukens

Samuel B. Detwiler, Jr.
Mrs. Hiram K. Gottshall
Earl W. Heebner
Mrs. Theodore Heysham, Jr.
J. Warren King
Roy C. Kulp

Carl B. Metzger
C. Rodney Morris, Jr.
Ellwood C. Parry, Jr.
Thomas W. Sears
Aaron S. Swartz, Jr.
Mrs. J. Harrison Todd

Mrs. William 0. Land

Daniel Hale Wood

George B. Zendt

The membership status at the conclusion of the annual meeting,
February 22, 1956, was as follows;
Honorary Members

5

Life Members
Annual Members

37
588

Total Membership

630

JEAN GOTTSHALL MOLL, Corresponding Secretary
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February Meeting
The annual meeting of the Historical Society of Montgomery County

was convened at 2 P.M., February 22, 1956, at the building of the Society,
with President Gallager presiding. Upon a motion duly seconded and
passed, the minutes of the November meeting were omitted. As a
substitute, a major portion of the minutes of the first meeting of the
Society on February 22,1881, were read. The Reverend George A. Smith,
of Fort Washington, gave the invocation for this seventy-fifth anni
versary meeting of our Society.
Lyman A. Kratz, Treasurer, read his report for the year 1955. This
showed an annual income of $8,190.75, and annual expenditures of
$8,124.32, and a balance of $3,376.73 on December 31, 1955. The report
had been duly audited by Rebecca R. Shelly and R. Donald Dettre, and
upon a motion duly seconded and passed it was received and ordered filed.
President Gallager commented on the birthday anniversaries of
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. He read two letters from the
Freeman volume dealing with Washington's influence in keeping things
going during the American Revolution.
President Gallager called attention to the collection of ten photo
graphs of the headquarters used by General Washington, now in the
Exhibition Room. These are a gift from Norris D. Wright. He mentioned
also the very delightful group of mechanical banks which were Mrs.
Moyer's gift.
Mrs. Johnson read the report of the Nominating Committee, with
the following nominations:
PRESIDENT

TRUSTEES

David E. Groshens, Esq.

Kirke Bryan, Esq.
Harry L. Christman

VICE-PRESIDENTS

jjrs. H. H. Francine

George K. Brecht, Esq.

p^nald A. Gallager, Esq.

Foster C. Hillegass

Herbert H. Ganser

Hon. Alfred L. Taxis

Qroshens, Esq.

RECORDING SECRETARY
Eva G. Davis

Kenneth H. Hallman
George M. Harding

Nancy P. Highley

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Foster C. Hillegass
Mrs. H. Donald Moll

Arthur H. Jenkins •

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

^

Mrs. LeRoy Burris

^

G. Knight
Lyman A. Kratz

TREASURER

Mrs. F. B. Wildman, Jr.

Lyman A. Kratz

Norris D. Wright
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Vice-president Brecht took the chair during the' election. There being
no further nominations from the floor it was moved and seconded that the

report of the Nominating Committee be adopted, and the nominations
were declared closed. On a motion by Judge Knight, duly seconded and
passed, the Secretary was directed to cast a collective ballot for the nom
inees. This being done the list of the nominees was read by the Secretary
and the nominees were declared duly elected for the ensuing year.
Mr. Gallager introduced t^e new trustee, Arthur H. Jenkins. Then
he introduced the new president, David E. Groshens, Esq., and handed him
the gavel. Judge Knight spoke of what Mr. Gallager had accomplished
during his term of office, mentioning the new building in particular. He
proposed a rising vote of thanks, which motion was seconded by Mr.
Brecht, and the Society joined in the vote.
The question of a suitable sign for the new building of the Society
was raised and discussed. It was moved, seconded and carried that an
appropriate sign for the front of the .building be secured.
Mrs. Franklin B. Wildman read a letter from Mrs. Jones to the

Society on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anniversary. Upon a motion
by Mr. Brecht, duly seconded and carried, the letter was ordered spread
upon the minutes of the Society. President Groshens read the tribute by

Colonel Bean to the work of his-daughter Mary; Bean Jones, as given in
the-introduction to the History of Montgomery County.
Mr. Gallagher spoke on the origins of the Society, and outlined some
of the events of the past seventy-five years. Dr. S. K. Stevens, Executive
Secretary of The Pennsylvania Federation of Historical Societies,
brought greetings from the Pennsylvania Historical Museum Commis
sion, and a greeting from Governor Leader.
At the request of President Groshens, Mr. Gallager introduced Dr.
H. M. J. Klein, Professor Emeritus of History at Franklin & Marshall
College, who spoke with interest and feeling on Conserving The Past.
Mr. March asked the Society to consider the placing of markers for
all of the sites of the Washington headquarters in Montgomery County.

President Groshens spoke on the few camp sites used during the
Revolutionary War which are still intact, and asked that their preserva
tion be a subject of further consideration by the Society.
The Reverend Dr. Klein pronounced the benediction.
At the close of the meeting the Hospitality Committee served a
very pretty anniversary tea.
EVA G. DAVIS, Recording Secretary

Committees for 1956
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

RECEPTION COMMITTEE

Norris D. Wright, Chairman

Mrs. Daniel A. Johnsn, Chairman

R. Ronald Dettre

Mrs. Kirke Bryan

Nelson P. Pegley
Joseph K. Fornance

Mrs. Calvin Collins

Mrs. Horace H. Francine

Mrs. Norris D. Davis
Mrs. William Davis

Miss Nancy C. Cresson

Donald A. Gallager

Arthur H. Jenkins

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Hon. Harold G. Knight
Lyman A. Kratz

Mrs. Percival Theel

Mrs. John Rex

Mrs. Frank B. Wildraan, Jr.

Herbert H. Ganser

T. Allen Glenn, Jr.
Kenneth H. Hallman

C. Howard Harry
Lyman A. Kratz
Wallace M. Keely
Harold G. Knight

Miss Margaret M. Schall

Robert A. Trucksess

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

Mrs. James I. Wendell

Mrs. Kirke Bryan, Chairman
Miss Doris Bradway
Mrs. Thomas L. Christian
Mrs. Frederick E. Graft

PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC
RELATIONS

Miss Eva G. Davis

Robert A. Trucksess, Chairman

Mrs. William H. Ellis

Norris D. Davis

Miss Nancy P. Highley
Raymond M. Jaunich

Robert L. Krate

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Harold C. McCuen

John M. Nugent
Collier Rhoads

Earl W.'Johnson
Allen R. Keeley
Irvin P. Knipe

Mrs. H. Donald Moll

Mrs. Richard Rogers
Mrs. Percy P. Teal
Mrs. H. Ernest Tompkins

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

Charles R. Barker, Chairman
Mrs. LeRoy Burris
Mrs. H. Donald Moll

MARKER COMMITTEE

Gen. William A. March, Chairman
Dr. Edward P. Corson

OUTING COMMITTEE

Robert L. Kratz, Chairman
Mrs. LeRoy Burris
John M. Nugent

Rev. George A. Smith

William H. Ellis

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Joseph K. Fornance

Kenneth H. Hallman, Chairman
Donald A. Gallager
Mrs. LeRoy Burris

Fred. Wm. Grimison
James deM. Hunsicker
Herbert H. Smith

Mrs. Percival Theel
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EXHIBITION AND MUSEUM
COMMITTEE

Kirke Bryan, Chairman
Mrs. LeRoy Burris

AUDITING COMMITTEE

R. Ronald Dettre, Chairman
Mrs. Isaac H. Shelly

Mrs. Theadore Heysham, Jr.
James deM. Hunsicker

Mrs. Earl W. Johnson

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Hon. Alfred L. Taxis, Chairman

David E. Groshens, Chairman
Donald A. Gallager

Miss Nancy P. Highley

Kirke Bryan

Arthur H. Jenkins

Walter A. Knerr

Hon. Harold G. Knight

Herbert H. Ganser

Kenneth H. Hallman

Lyman A. Kratz

Miss Nancy P. Highley

Norris D. Wright

Lyman A. Kratz

The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for its
object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical research

has been materially aided in the past by donations of family,
church and graveyard records; letters, diaries and other
manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers have also
been contributed. This public-spirited support has been highly
appreciated and is earnestly desired for the future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested persons,
whether residents of the county or not, and all such persons
are invited to have their names proposed at any meeting. The
annual dues are $4.00; life membership, $50.00, Every mem
ber is entitled to a copy of each issue of The Bulletin, free.
Additional Copies, One Dollar Each.

Historical Building, 1654 DeKalb Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day

from 10A.M. to 12 M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted dur

ing these hours, but no book may be taken from the building.

To Our Friends
Our Society needs funds for the furthering of its work, its ex
pansion, its growth and development. This can very nicely be done
through bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their
estates. The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest;
the income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return

to meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the making
of wills:

I

HEREBY GIVE AND BEQUEATH TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OP

DOLLARS (?

)

