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"Gwynedd Hall"
Nicholas B. Wainwright

High taxes and the high cost of living are responsible in
large measure for the changing appearance of our countryside.
Almost everywhere these twin terrors are altering the view
that meets a motorist's eye as he drives down once familiar
roads. Among the chief victims of this economic onslaught are
the old rambling country estates. Where formerly were fertile
fields and impressive bams, the owner's house graciously sur
rounded by ample lawns and framed with fine old trees, are
now row upon row of closely set ranch-tsrpe houses. In their
appearance these new homes embody little that is typically
local, typically Montgomery County; they lack the individual
ity, stability, and distinction of the massive native redstone
construction of former days.

The history of the older places is seldom told because such
stories are so undramatic. The names of early owners and
improvers of large farms and homes are generally swept away
by a quite normal lack of interest on our part, and the vital
statistics of the places themselves are lost in our indifference.
Would it not be well, however, to set down occasionally the
record of some of these properties before they lose all trace of
their identity and disappear into the maw of the seemingly
quenchless housing development spread?

The property known as Gwynedd Hall in Lower Gwynedd
Township is a prime example of an old-fashioned country
place. The mansion house still squarely faces a farming pros
pect unmarred by change for two centuries. While this view is
one of the prides and joys of Gwynedd Hall, the view belongs
to another owner. Yet once, not long ago as history measures
time, the farm view and Gwynedd Hall's home acres were all
part of a single property.
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Because we can go no further back, the history of the
place begins with William Penn's sale of 5,000 acres to a
wealthy merchant, Robert Turner, on March 22, 1681. A few
years later, Turner increased the size of his holding to 10,000
acres, which was then laid out at several locations. His largest
tract, 7,820 acres. Turner sold in 1699 to a handful of families
newly arrived from Wales. These newcomers divided the land
among themselves, occupying it that year and establishing the
township of Gwynedd.

It was in this way that Cadwallader Evans, youngest of
four emigrating brothers, received a farm of 609 acres. This
farm lay near the center of the Gwynedd tract where Gwynedd
Meetinghouse now stands. The farm's upper bounds were
along what is today the Swedesford Road, and its lower bound
ary is now marked by Evans Road.

The Welshmen who founded Gwynedd were not Quakers
but they soon became members of that society, and none of
them more devoutly so than Cadwallader Evans. He was a
man of weight in the community, deeply respected, and the
principal Quaker preacher. On a protected slope of his farm,
some distance below the ridge, he built his homestead. It was a
good site for a house and there has been one there ever since.
The present building, dating in part from early colonial days,
is a large handsome redstone mansion facing off to the lower
fields where Gwynedd Hall stands.

Cadwallader and his son John cleared the woods and tilled

the soil. By the time Cadwallader died in 1745 at the age of
eighty-one, he had established a flourishing farm that has re
mained under cultivation to this day. Cadwallader's son car
ried on the good work, and, like his father, was a preacher of
eminence among the Friends. Dying in 1757, he passed on most
of the farm to his son, who was also named John. Young John,
known in his day as "John Evans the elder" to distinguish him
from his son John, was a tall spare person, one of the remark
able characters of the community. He was very prominent at
the meeting and greatly opposed to the use of ardent spirits,
even during harvest time. He banished liquor from his house
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and fields and lived out his life of seventy-seven years in the
ancestral home pioneered by his grandfather.

On John's death in 1807, the property descended to his
son Cadwallader Evans, the fourth generation to work the
farm. Cadwallader, bom at Gwynedd in 1762, made the old
place his home for half a century. Well-educated and trained
as a surveyor, he went into politics, representing Montgomery
County in the legislature for numerous terms, and serving as
speaker of the Assembly. An excellent businessman, he later
became a director of the Bank of the United States and was
elected the first president of the Sehuylkill Navigation
Company.

It is not surprising that Cadwallader had to give up the
Gwynedd farm as his residence. Anyone engaged as deeply as
he was in commercial affairs of the first magnitude could
scarcely live in the country. Cadwallader's logical place was
in the city, and he moved to Philadelphia in 1812. Two years
later he sold the Gwynedd property to his friend Charles
Willing Hare. After having remained in one family during an
entire century and parts of two others, the old farm had at
last come on the market.^

So it was that on December 3, 1814, Hare purchased the
homestead and its remaining 389 acres for $39,872. A wealthy
lawyer. Hare had not the slightest intention of leaving Phila
delphia and turning farmer. He evidently acquired the prop
erty as an investment. Born to the purple, born in fact in the
historic James River mansion "Westover," the home of his
aunt Mrs. William Byrd, the brilliant Charles Willing Hare
was soon to become a teacher, professor of law at the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania.^

In 1817, the year Hare was appointed professor, he sold
the Gwynedd farm to a local syndicate of four men—Evan
Jones, Cadwallader Roberts, Cadwallader Foulke, and Thomas
Shoemaker—^who termed their venture the Gwynedd Land
Company and paid $36,000 for 355 acres. The partners made
a few quick sales including one of twenty-nine acres to Morgan
Morgan, the Gwynedd blacksmith. Morgan erected a large
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redstone residence in the angle of his property formed by to
day's Route 202 and Meetinghouse Road. His datestone "M M
1817" is still plainly visible. The leading partner, Evan Jones,
purchased the old Evans home and 155 acres for himself at a
cost of $15,091. Pour times married, Jones had formerly owned
a tannery at Montgomery Square. He was an active Quaker,
clerk of meetings for business, president of the Bethlehem
Turnpike Company, and a pillar of local society. Near the
Evans house he built a farmhouse which displays his initials
and the date 1832.®

His partner Gadwallader Roberts, whose personality will
be described later, was a descendant of an earlier Gadwallader
Roberts, one of Gwynedd's original settlers, and was married
to an Evans. Like Jones, Roberts also made a purchase from
the syndicate of which he was a member, acquiring ninety-one
acres of the lower part of the old Evans farm valued at $9,930.
This transaction proved to be far beyond his means, and on
January 1, 1823, still owing his partners $7,500 for the land,
he assigned most of it back to them in trust. Dividing this
acreage into several lots, the trustees sold them at auction on
December 22, when the largest of the sections, a forty-nine-
acre tract was bought by Warder Gresson for $1,934.51. At
that low price it does not seem possible that the land could
have had any improvements of note upon it. Still, it had been
cleared and cultivated. Gresson later wrote that it was a poor
miserable wreck of a farm at the time of his purchase.'*

Warder Gresson was a farmer and proud of it. A member
of a seventeenth-century Philadelphia Quaker family, he was
a man of means. Born in Philadelphia in 1798, Gresson had
been sent out into the country in 1815 to live on various farms
near Darby and Ghester and to learn farming. At the time he
made his Gwynedd purchase, and it is with this purchase that
the rest of the story is concerned, he had a wife, Elizabeth
Townsend, and two infant children. Gresson was perhaps at;-
tracted to the neighborhood, because, as a good Quaker, he was
impressed with the new meetinghouse which the Gwynedd
Friends had just erected. His interest in finding a new home
and getting away from Byberry, where he had lived four
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years, was no doubt a reflection of his customary personality
problems.

Warder was a religious eccentric, always preaching and
irritating Quaker elders. At Byberry, so it has been said, he
was held in low esteem. And all because of his preoccupation
with religion! He was contentious, dogmatic, overearnest.
Curious man that he was, and highly educated in his way,
Gresson did understand farming, and he threw his enormous
energy and his substantial resources wholeheartedly into the
improvement of his Gwynedd property.®

Throughout 1824, Gresson labored mightily on his new
acres. Masons, carpenters, and other workmen swarmed over
the place and buildings went up in all directions. He built a
substantial three-story red-stone residence, and took pride in
seeing to it that this home was "very superior finished" and
ornamented with a proper datestone, "W. and E. Gresson.
1824." A large barn of typical Montgomery County style was
built about fifty yards from the mansion, and near the barn,
matching it in many details of architectural refinement,
Gresson built a smaller barn to serve as a carriage house.
Down near the stream which flowed from Evan Jones's high
ground, crossing Cresson's fields on its way to nearby
Treweryn Run, Gresson built a springhouse half buried in a
protecting bank. Elsewhere he sank wells, installed pumps,
erected a smokehouse, a hog house, a wood house, and a cider
works. All these improvements were of solid stone, built to
last.® Most of them still display their 1824 date stones. Gresson
added a novel feature to his buildings by coating them heavily
with pebble dash and then painting the pebble dash. This
covering gave the buildings a pleasant mellow appearance,
softening the uncompromising aspect of the redstone which
was used in all Cresson's construction.

In the fall, Gresson brought his family to its new home,
and, presenting a certificate of removal from Byberry Monthly
Meetings, was accepted as a member of Gwynedd Monthly
Meeting. For thf-ee years thereafter the Gressons made their
way to meeting on first day with pious regularity, walking or
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driving the brief half mile (Meetinghouse Road) which
separated Cresson's farm from the meetinghouse.

Improvements on the place continued on a large scale.
In 1825, Cresson purchased ten more acres, increasing his
holdings to fifty-nine acres, and enclosed the whole with
new fencing of cedar and chestnut post and rail, dividing the
greater part into fenced-off lots of four to six acres. Ten
acres he kept in woodland. The fields he limed and manured.
He created a large pond fed by the stream, and stocked it
with fish. Apple and peach orchards were planted, and a
variety of other fruits—cherries, pears and plums—were also
represented on his grounds. About his house he tastefully set
out silver pines and weeping willows. In short, within the
span of two years, Cresson provided himself with everything
a diligent farmer might work all his life to achieve. He had
taken a poor farm and made it, as he later said, as rich as a
garden. Yes, at Gwynedd, Cresson rejoiced in a most thriving
and beautiful farm estate. He had everything but happiness.'"'

Cresson was in a condition of religious ferment, always
reading his Bible and pondering the word of God. He wanted
to preach, to instruct others in the mystelries he felt were
revealed to him. One day in 1827, feeling divinely inspired,
he rode to Abington Meeting, wishing to address a gathering
of elders on the necessity of abjuring the forms and cere
monies of worldly religion. As he half anticipated, for he had
met with such treatment before, when he rose to speak he
was "set down." The elders knew about Cresson. They had
little respect for the young man and refused to hear him.
Cresson published his intended talk. If people would not
listen to him, at least he could print his ideas, and before long
a quantity of his works were streaming from the press.®

Warder Cresson turned against the Quakers and began
experimenting with other religions. On April 2, 1829, the
minutes of Gwynedd Meeting record: "Warder Cresson has
absented himself from our religious Meetings for a consider
able time, and attached himself to a religious association
called Shakers, which charge he acknowledges." A committee
was appointed to wait on Cresson and bring him to his senses.
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but they could do nothing with him. For a time Cresson is
said to have lived in a Shaker community, dancing earnestly
whenever the occasion called for it.

It was "at his residence in Gwynedd, 10th month 1829"
that Cresson completed a sixty-seven-page pamphlet, succinctly
(for him) entitled Babylon The Great is Falling! The Morning
Star, or Light From On High. Written in Defemce of the Poor
and Oppressed. In a bitter attack on the Quakers, he wrote
that as a religion the Quakers had started well, but since they
had become rich and popular they had ceased being living
witnesses for God and had lapsed into creating another Babel
on the ruins of the old. "I fear them not," he stoutly averred.
"I do affirm every Quaker or methodist minister or member
to be a follower of anti-Christ."

Not only did Cresson thus trenchantly cast aside his
Quakerism, he was now prepared, so he wrote, to discard his
worldly wealth. "I am now made ready to give up all for his
blessed name sake just as I have got every comfort and con
venience that a man can conveniently wish for in life." In list
ing their members in December, 1829, the Gwynedd Friends
did not include Warder's name.

Feeling as he did, it is no wonder that Cresson wanted to
move away from Quakerish Gwynedd. He made an effort to
sell his property early in 1829, but the sale did not go through.
In 1833 he finally did move, returning to Byberry. After
several more changes of religion, he spent four years in Jeru
salem, coming back to Philadelphia as a convert to Judaism
and as a self-styled professor of Biblical knowledge. His efforts
to persuade his wife and children to turn Jew resulted in
their attempt to have him declared lunatic. Clearing himself
of this charge in a sensational trial, Cresson returned to
Jerusalem where he hoped to use his farming experience for
the benefit of Palestine. He divorced his wife Elizabeth,
assumed a Jewish name, married a Jewess, had two more
children, and died in Jerusalem in 1860.

This skeletonized summation of Cresson's later career is
included to indicate the character of one of the property's
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owners. It, of course, has little to do with the history of
Gwynedd Hall, for Cresson sold that property for $7,000, all
fifty-nine acres with their numerous improvements, to Dr.
William Gibson on March 15,1834. Dr. Gibson, born in Balti
more in 1788, was educated at Princeton and received his
medical degree at Edinburgh in 1809. He continued his studies
in London unde!r Sir Charles Bell, and helped treat casualties
of the Battle of Waterloo. A brilliant lecturer and a prolific
writer. Dr. Gibson was appointed professor of surgery at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1819, and held that chair until
1855. Thus he was the third professor to own the property,
if Cresson's claim to professorship be recognized. A man of
wealth. Dr.. Gibson spent his last years in retirement at
Savannah, Georgia, where he died in 1868.®

What use Dr. Gibson made of his Gwynedd acres is not
known. Evidently, he soon discovered that he had no need for
them, because in 1835 he tried to sell the place or exchange
it for property in Philadelphia. On April 6, 1836, barely two
years after he had purchased the farm from Cresson, he sold
it for $10,000 to his close friend and fellow Philadelphian,
Edward Shippen Burd.^®

Burd, a descendant of Philadelphia's first mayor, was in
most respects an unusually fortunate man. Rich, urbane, and
cultivated, he owned the "Burd Mansion," a luxurious residence
in Philadelphia. A guest who dined at this house in 1841 wrote
in his diary: "At 5 went to Mr. Burd's dinner. Very elegant.
The establishment very large and handsome and the table
quite sumptuous, a profusion of wines and delicacies, with
a great display of rich plate, china and glass. It is in my
opinion the finest house in town, and the interior decorations
and fimiture when fresh and new must have produced a
beautiful effect. .. . Mr. Burd is a very worthy gentlemanlike
person, and, not withstanding some fooleries, by no means
deficient in good sense and judgment. He is a gentleman by
birth as well as by fortune and education and does the honors
of his house with great cordiality and propriety. He has two
daughters who will be heiresses."^^

Alas for poor Mr. Burd! He had already lost his five
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sons and his two daughters were both to predecease him. Why
he bought the Gwynedd farm from Dr. Gibson remains a
puzzle, except that Burd frequently invested in real estate.
Two months after the purchase, Burd and his diminishing
family sailed for Europe, not to return for five years. With
him Burd took a letter of introduction, to Sir Charles Bell
provided by Dr. Gibson. "Dear Sir Charles," wrote Dr. Gibson,
"My friend Mr. Burd, who is a gentleman of large fortune,
and in every point of view of great distinction in this city,
visits Europe for recreation, and from motives of literary
curiosity. Will you allow me to make him known to you. ..

After this five-year sojourn in Europe, during which
But-d spent most of his time in Paris, he returned to Philadel
phia, visited various American watering places, and before
long was back in Europe again. By the time of his death in
1848, Burd could have had little opportunity to devote atten
tion to his Gwynedd farm. Nevertheless, the place had been
kept in good condition, otherwise his executors could not
have sold it in 1852 to as discriminating a Philadelphian as
Miers Busch.

Busch had retired from business when he was about
fifty years of age, and, upon return from a year's vacation in
Europe, decided that he would like to live in the country. So
it was that the "winter of 1852 found the Busch family not
only in residence in Warder Cresson's old house but filling
the building with unquakerly music from the new organ just
installed.^^

Busch zestfully accepted the responsibility of property
ownership at Gwynedd by joining the Centre Square Associa
tion of Montgomery County for Recovery of Stolen Horses
and the Detection of Thieves.^^ He was full of sparkling ideas
for the improvement of his farm, which he named Mayfield,
and he had ample means to convert his ideas into realities. In
1854 he enlarged the Cresson mansion, completely changing
its appearance and character. For weeks on end, while the
alterations were under way, the Busch kitchen catered to some
twenty carpenters, masons, and laborers.
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An admirer of the then outmoded Greek Revival style of
architecture, Busch ornamented the house with a massive
portico, the gable supported by four Doric pillars rising from
an open porch. Perversely, but in the Victorian mood, he
painted the structure a reddish brown. Busch's main addition
was two stories high, but he also enlarged the back wing
which rose the full three stories of the old house. Around its
sides, Busch built porches covered with quaintly sloping
pagoda-like roofs, and he richly decorated the pol-ches with
the cast iron railings and paneling which constitute one of
the chief attractions of the place.

The architectural concept of Busch's addition was a
generous one. Big double front doors open out from a lofty
front hall containing a wide staircase curving to the second
floor. The front hall ends at a door to the back hall where
Warder Cresson's house begins. Left and right of the front
door are the doors to the east and west front rooms, each of
which measures twenty-five by seventeen and a half feet.
These front rooms were the parlor and living room. Their
ceilings are more than ten feet high and both have four
French windows nine feet tall.

Behind the east parlor are wide double doors letting into
another new sitting room, used today as a library. Still another
room lies behind the east room, an old room with a low ceiling,
part of the Cresson house. This was the billiard room and is
now the study. On the other side of the house, back of the
book-lined west living room, was the dining room, a Cresson
room remodeled with full-length windows letting out on the
new side porch. Behind the dining room was the breakfast
room. This room, part of the Cresson house, was particularly
charming because it had doors and windows opening onto both
the east and west porches, and thus enjoyed the morning and
afternoon sunlight. At the very rear of the house, down a
flight of stairs from the breakfast room, was the kitchen, a
single large room floored with very wide boards and believed
to have been built by Cresson. Around it were several porches
and a loading platform for supplies.

The back hall, between the billiard room and dining room.
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continued the passage from the front hall to the back doorway
and contained a staircase to the second floor. Aside from
hallways and landings, the second floor consisted of Busch's
three large new airy bedrooms, all with two or three exposures
and each with its fireplace like the rooms below them. Their
eleven foot ceilings were even higher than the downstairs
rooms. Above the billiard room was a Cresson bedroom and in
the back wing were three more bedrooms with windows to
the west. These rooms were all reached by a back hall running
along the east side of the house and terminating at a flight of
stairs to the kitchen. The third floor contained a large garret
over Busch's addition, but otherwise followed the second floor
plan with four bedrooms.

While the Mayfield mansion was under construction,
architect John E. Carver^® presented Busch with measured
drawings and elevations for "a farmer's house" on August 3,
1854. This cottage was erected early in 1855 at a cost of $1,931.
Busch's son noted in his diary that it was first occupied on
June 28. Following in miniature parts of the plan for the big
house and finished with identical mill work, the cottage has
an imaginative roof, which, in a certain rakishness of its
eaves, reflected the Chinese influence evident in the porch
roofs and gables of the larger house.

For a time Allen Danehower, farmer to Miers Busch,
lived in the cottage, but in 1858 he moved out to make room
for the gardener, Elijah Wyatt. Wyatt's compensation was
only three hundred dollars a year. However, his contract gave
him a house to live in, all the potatoes and vegetables from the
place necessary for his subsistence, one-quarter the yield of
eggs and chickens (he was in charge of the poultry), and
provender to maintain a pig and a cow of his own.

Miers Busch lived at Mayfield the year round" and took
intense interest in his farm and the ornamental parts of his
grounds. In 1854 he set out trees and shrubs, put up an arbor,
erected a lalrge greenhouse, made gardens, put up a front
fence as well as "built addition to house." The following year
he lined the drive from the new cottage to the barn with
twenty-five maple trees.
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His farming operation was conducted on precise scientific
principles. Except for a two acre lawn in front of the house,
and six acres of woodland, all of his fifty-nine acres were
under cultivation. For planting purposes, the farm was divided
into ten fields ranging in size from three acres to eight acres.
Wheat, rye, oats, corn, hay, and clover were raised by a careful
system of rotation. In addition to large kitchen and flower
gardens, several acres east of the house were devoted to apple
and peach orchards. Elsewhere the place was dotted with pear,
cherry and plum trees, grapes, "and small fruits in abund
ance." Busch 'sent his wheat to the mill and used his own
flour in all the baking done at Mayfield.

Aside from the poultry in the barnyard, there were horses,
cows, a bull, and hogs. The Busch's enjoyed riding and in the
carriage house, which bulged with nine full sets of harness, as
well as much other equipment, such as halters, collars, and
sleigh bells, were three saddles and bridles and a side saddle
and bridle.

In and about the barn and carriage house were stored an
extraordinary number of wagons. At Gwynedd Miers Busch
had two hay wagons, a cart, a new Gennantown wagon, a
two seat two horse carriage for his pair of dapple gray horses,
a Jenny Lind wagon, a two seat one horse carriage, two sleds,
a two horse sleigh, a one horse sleigh, and a Dearborn wagon.
In the dairy was a chum, a score of milk pans, a butter table,
and cream pots.

Other items that Busch found necessary to keep his place
in order and to work it included a field roller, a garden roller,
a horse drawn iron roller for the road, five plows, two culti
vators, four harrows, and a threshing machine. Naturally, he
had a feed cutter, a revolving horse rake, a cider press, corn
sheller and an infinite quantity of smaller tools and equipment
such as asparagus forks, hot bed frames, a grind stone, feed
chests, a carpenter's bench, a washing machine, hoes, rakes,
and shovels. Busch did not have a lawnmower and all his grass
was cut with scythes.

During the years that he owned the property a variety
of ornamental evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs were
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planted. New, gracefully curving carriage drives with gravel
surfaces were laid down, and the land was brought to the
highest state of cultivation. Water was supplied to both barn
and house by "hydraulic rams," and the property had become
as his son later recalled "quite a place."

Perhaps it became too much of a place. Although she had
three maids in the house, Mrs. Busch was overworked provid
ing for the entertainment of company which thronged to
Masrfield. One morning her husband found her leaving the
house at 4 o'clock to go to the springhouse for breakfast
supplies. Busch raised "an awful fuss" and decided then and
there to sell Mayfield. It was perhaps to facilitate the sale
that Busch had B. F. Reimer, a Philadelphia photographer,
come out on June 1,1859, and take a series of photographs of
the property. The Busch family returned to Philadelphia in
October, and in May, 1860, stripped the house of most of its
furniture. The mansion was not again to be used as a year
round residence for sixty-three years.

During the period that Miers Busch lived at Gwynedd
signs of progress had become more numerous in the neighbor
hood. In 1855, the railroad opened its line from Philadelphia
to Gwynedd Valley, and a new road was made "leading from
the Plymouth Road where the latter crosses the Wissahiccon
Greek and near the Gwynedd Station of the North Pennsyl
vania Railroad to a road leading from Gwynedd Meeting House
to the Spring House and Bethlehem Turnpike."^^ This new
road, Evans Road, ran in a straight line from the rear of the
Mayfield farm to the railroad and a commuter's trip to Phil
adelphia. To shorten his ride to the station, Busch built a car
riage drive directly from the back of his home to Evans Road.

Mayfield and its seventeen-room mansion was extensively
advertised for sale in Philadelphia newspapers in 1860.
Editorial comment called attention in at least three papers to
the advertisement. One editor wrote: "An elegant country
seat, near Gwynedd, on the North Pennsylvania Railroad is
offered for sale. Those in want of a country residence should
read the advertisement in another column. Such property is
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seldom in the market." Still another editor commented: "This

is an opportunity seldom offered."
The advertisements bore fruit, for on November 13, 1860,

Miers Busch brought John Gilbert of Philadelphia out to see
the place. Gilbert was delighted with Mayfield and bought it
on December 4 when he paid Busch $18,700.^® Although Busch
sold the farm for $11,700 more than he had paid for it, his
improvements to it had cost him more yet, and his final
financial entry about his G^wynedd property was made in red
ink.

John Gilbert was a manufacturing chemist who made
drugs and patent medicines and operated as a wholesale and
retail druggist. This successful business, later acquired by
Smith, Kline and French, did not account entirely for his
prosperity. In payment of a bad debt he had once been given
land in Schuylkill County. Coal was discovered and the village
of Gilberton sprang up. Mr. Gilbert was thus the owner of
lucrative mines.^®

The Gilbert family occupied the house, which they
renamed Gwynedd Hall, in the summer months only. The
rest of the year the big house was shuttered and closed. During
their ownership Gwynedd Hall continued to enjoy happy
years, and even experienced a moment of drama when it was
occupied for a night by Union troops making a forced march
during a crisis. It is said that sleeping soldiers crowded the
house from the ground floor to the garret. John Gilbert lav
ished loving care on his farm and he increased its size to ninety-
four acres, buying, in addition to another tract, the nineteen-
acre farm and home of Cadwallader Roberts, a former owner
of the Gwynedd Hall property.

Roberts, who had lost so much money by his 1817 purchase
of a quarter of the old Evans place, was a tailor and part-time
farmer who lived in a redstone house built in 1807 on the

Sumneytown Pike. The little Gilbert girls were both terrified
and fascinated by him. This ancient man, ninety-four years
old when he died in 1871, had long been sexton at the meeting
house. He was an eccentric old fellow. Next to his house was
an oak tree whose gnarled branches spread out over the pike.



SI

GWYNEDD HALL, JUNE 12, 1892



"GWYNEDD HALL" 17

On fine days "Cad" Roberts would take his sewing and climb
up onto a massive limb, and there he would sit stitching away
with an interested eye on the traffic coming up from Spring-
house or down from Gwynedd Corners. His house and the oak
still keep close company on the pike. After Gilbert acquired
the Cadwallader Roberts house he used it as the farmer's
house.^''

The farmer and his men farmed the property to the hilt,
centering their activities around the great bam which Gilbert
had enlarged, and its surrounding stables, sheep and cattle
sheds, pigsties, and chicken and turkey houses. Of course,
Gilbert also kept horses at Gwynedd, farm horses not to be
confused with the coach horses which were the charge of the
coachman and only spent the summer at the place.®^

The ornamental part of the grounds was the responsibility
of the gardener and his assistant. In 1872 Joseph and Jane
Hopkins and their daughter Bessie came from England and
occupied the cottage down the lane from the big house. Hop
kins was an expert gardener and nurseryman. Surely a high
spot in his professional career was his visit to France in 1889
to attend a nurseryman's convention in Paris. From the top
of his tall silk hat to his well-polished shoes, he was the best-
dressed man in that assemblage."

Hopkins spent much time in the greenhouses (Gilbert
had added another small greenhouse to complement the large
one) which stood about thirty yards from the kitchen on the
west side of the house. There are those who still remember
the marvelous yellow Marechal Niel roses, the peaches and
enormous grapes he grew in them. During the many years he
cared for the grounds, everything was kept in meticulous
order—^not a weed found a home in the carriage drives, the
numerous gardens around the house were the admiration of
all, and the lawns were perfection itself.

In Busch's day Gwynedd Hall did not have a bathroom.
Bathrooms were still a novelty in country houses in 1859
when The Horticidturiat and Journal of Rural Art and Rural
Taste observed; "It is a pity that the plan of providing a
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water-closet in the main building is not more generally adopted
instead of the unsightly outbuilding we so often see; for do
what we will to conceal it, by either making it an ornamental
structure, or endeavoring to hide it by means of planting
shrubbery, we still have it there and cannot deceive ourselves
as to its use."23 in Busch's advertisement for the sale of the
place, after all the major improvements on the property had
been named, is a discreet mention that there were also "all
other necessary outbuildings."

It was John Gilbert who first brought plumbing to
Gwynedd Hall. In an addition built over the kitchen at the
rear of the house he installed two bathrooms, one on the
second floor and one on the third. This was the customary
plan of the time, permitting simplicity of piping and allowing
for water heated by the kitchen range. In each bathroom and
in the kitchen were large tin reservoir tanks filled with water
pumped from the barn by a windmill, which Gilbert erected
over the barn's west gable. As long as the wind blew the tanks
were kept filled, but there were times when the wind failed
and other means had to be used to supply them.'^^

Close to Warder Cresson's pebble-dashed smokehouse,
which stood about ten yards from the kitchen, were several
improvements not previously mentioned. Adjoining the smoke
house was a small structure used as a cooling house. It had
running water and was the place where milk, butter and
other edibles which might spoil were kept, the springhouse
being much too far off to use conveniently for this purpose as
Miers Busch had discovered. Several yards beyond the smoke
house was a stone icehouse partially sunk into the ground and
with earth mounded up around it. It was the farmer's duty
to cut the ice on Cresson's former fish pond, haul it to the
icehouse, and cover it with protecting sawdust. Not far from
the icehouse was a frame building Gilbert erected to house
servants, Gwynedd Hall's eleven bedrooms being primarily
reserved for family and friends. This servants' house, which
also included a laundry, stood quite close to the intersection
of a carriage drive, which came off the east drive to the house
and swept gracefully around the boxwood garden to the barn.
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and Busch's drive which ran from the rear of the main house

to Evans Road. Gwynedd Hall residents were not the only ones
who used this drive on their way to the railroad station.
Neighbors also found the lane convenient and were frequently
seen going and coming on it.

In May, 1877, one month before he died at his Philadelphia
residence, seventy-two-year-old John Gilbert signed his "will.
In it he gave the Gwynedd property to his wife providing she
felt she had sufficient income to support the place and keep
it in good repair and condition, otherwise it was to be sold.
Mrs. Gilbert elected to accept the bequest and occupied the
house during the next few summers with several of her
daughters. In 1880, being in ill health (she died that year),
she rented Gwynedd Hall to Richard McCall Cadwalader of
Philadelphia, who also rented it for the next two years before
moving in 1883 to his own country house at Fort Washington.^®

From time to time, the Gilbert children came out to visit
the old summer home, which had reverted to their father's
estate in 1880. None of them summered there after their

mother's death, and, either because the house was too large
or its location too remote, none of them wanted to take the
property over. Yet they would come on special days like
Thanksgiving and New Year's. There was John Gilbert's only
son Samuel H. Gilbert, who would bring his son John. And
there were the Gilbert girls Fanny and Ida, married to first
cousins, Dr. Samuel G. Dixon and Henry P. Dixon, and
Catherine and Clara, married to brothers, Curwen and Gideon
Stoddart. On the festive occasions when the family gathered
at Gwynedd, Jane Hopkins would cook the meal for them. One
of her specialties was a wonderful plum pudding. Despite
much urging she never quite gave away its recipe to the Gilbert
girls.

The big house seems to have been rented summer after
summer. It was occupied in 1887 and 1888 by William Adams
and his family. In 1889, Dr. Robert J. Hess, resident physician
at the Northern Dispensary, Philadelphia, rented it for the
first time and liked it so much that he took it the next six

years, occupying it regularily from June 1 to October 80. Dr.
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and Mrs. Hess needed a large house because they had seven
children and were frequently visited by their parents, aunts,
and other relatives. Their first summer of 1889 was one of
extraordinary mortality, a death occurring in each of the
three homes on the place. Dr. Hess's sister died in Gwynedd
Hall; Thomas Devine, Joseph Hopkins' son-in-law, died at
the cottage; and the farmer, who had caught cold while chasing
escaped turkeys, died at the Cadwallader Roberts house.

The fanner's death ended active farming. After 1889
little was grown except vegetables and fruit. However,
chickens, sheep, hogs, and a few cows and horses continued to
keep the barnyard alive. If the farming aspect of Gwynedd
Hall had ended, its claim to distinction as a show place had
not. Joseph Hopkins continued to keep the grounds in impec
cable condition. Everything—^the drives, the flower beds, the
lawns, the delicious fruit—was as pierfect and beautiful as in
John Gilbert's day. Samuel H. Gilbert, the surviving trustee
of his father's estate, came regularly to inspect the property
and see that all was well.

In 1895, Samuel Gilbert's health began to decline. This
illness marked the last good year the place was to enjoy for a
long while. The house was still in perfect order and completely
equipped with John Gilbert's valuable furniture, and the Hess
family were again in residence, playing croquet and even lawn
tennis on a court in front of the house. Gwynedd Hall had no
screens for windows or doors and was, of course, invaded by
flies and other insects. Two large fans stood on the dining
room table. Before meals they were wound up and would then
revolve briskly for a time over the heads of the diners, dis
couraging all but the most venturesome of flies. Sitting around
an oil lamp in the evenings offered little interest to the Hess
children, who usually retired at dark. As they went to bed they
could hear their father's coachman making the rounds, locking
the downstairs windows and doors before retiring to his quar
ters in the servants' house.^®

After 1895, Gwynedd Hall entered a dismal period of its
history. Samuel H. Gilbert died on March 20, 1896, and the
house was not rented that year. By this time, Joseph Hopkins
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had moved his family to North Wales, severing his connection
with the place. The heirs came and picked out what furniture
they wanted and the rest was sold. For a year or two in the
late 1890's Gwynedd Hall was rented to a family called Forsjdih
who lived in the big house and did a little farming. Before long
they too were gone, the property abandoned and given over to
neglect.

Unprotected against the inroads of vandals, pilfered at
will, house and grounds suffered severely. Shrubs and plants
were dug up, the boxwood garden was carted away, the green
houses became ruinous beyond repair. The big barn was struck
by lightning during a summer storm and burnt to the ground.
Everywhere fences fell apart and trees and brush grew up in
the fields. The dam that held the waters of the pond collapsed.
For a while the servants* house was tenanted, and there was
generally someone in the cottage, but otherwise few people
came to the place other than picnickers, hunters, and curious
boys.2'^

The story got around that Gwynedd Hall was haunted.
With its romantic and neglected appearance, it certainly looked
like a haunted house, and it became the "ghost house" of
Gwynedd. Some neighborhood boys were afraid to enter it
because of strange noises there. At regular intervals, a curious
sound that reminded some people of the rattling of chains and
others of an invisible person racing up the main staircase,
could be heard. These sounds ceased abruptly when the rock
strata above the railroad tunnel at the Swedesford Road was
cut away and replaced by a bridge. This strata, which underlay
Gwynedd Hall, had carried to it the reverberations of fast
trains as they thundered down from the coal regions to the
city.®^

For twenty years Gwynedd Hall remained in a derelict
condition until at last on December 31, 1919, the entire prop
erty of ninety-four acres was purchased from the adminis
trators of the John Gilbert Estate by Mr. and Mrs. Irvin
King.29 The Kings, who already had a summer home in the
township, entertained some thought of living at Gwynedd Hall.
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Mr. King repaired the house, restoring it to a habitable con
dition and modernizing it with electricity, plumbing, and heat.

Before long, Irvin King decided to subdivide the Gilbert
place and sell it off. When Gwynedd Hall was soldlate in 1921,
only fourteen acres went with it. These ancestral Evans acres
were, however, the home acres of the property as it was first
extensively improved by Warder Cresson. With these acres
went, as a right of way, the private lane which led from the
back of the house to Evans Road-^"^ Two years after Irvin King
had disposed of Gwynedd Hall it was back in his hands again
by virtue of a sheriff's sale, the purchasers not having com
plied with the terms of their mortgage. A new purchaser was
soon found, and in May, 1924, the property was acquired by
L. Albert Gray, an attorney.

Ten years later, on January 2, 1934, Mrs. Clement R.
Wainwright of Chestnut Hill bought the property, and on
February 19moved to Gwynedd Hall in the midst of a blizzard.
By frenzied efforts, three large vans were emptied and man
aged to escape. A little later, with automobiles stuck in three of
the drives leading to the house, the new owners were reduced
to hauling groceries and other supplies by sled. Not for three
weeks were the moving vans able to return with their final
loads.

Gwynedd Hall as it stands today is anchored by Warder
Cresson's 1824 house, but Cresson's house is pretty much
swallowed up by Miers Busch's 1854 improvements. The essen
tial part of Busch's addition is just as he perfected it a century
ago—^the big pillared facade, the three large living rooms
with the bedrooms above them, and the encircling porches
with their iron work. The large back wing has been altered to
the extent that the old kitchen with its bathrooms on successive
floors above has been removed. With this change, the breakfast
room became the kitchen, the dining room became a pantry,
and the west front living room became the present dining
room. Four of the back bedrooms were cut up to provide space
for four bathrooms, several large closets, and a dressing room.
In place of the former kitchen, there is now a laundry. Mean
while, the icehouse was enlarged into a garage, the servants'
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house was demolished and the greenhouses were taken away.
Despite these changes, Gwynedd Hall presents substan

tially the same appearance that it did a century ago. Although
the barn is gone, near by still cluster the carriage house, the
smokehouse, the converted icehouse, the springhouse, and the
cottage. Set well back from Meetinghouse Road, but visible
through the trees from the road, Gwynedd Hall continues to
bear stately witness to the privacy and charm of a bygone dav.

FOOTNOTES—"GWYNEDD HALL"
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" John E. Carver was one of twenty-two architects listed in the
PhiUidelphia Directory for 1864. In addition to the farmer's house, he
evidently designed the Mayfield mansion. Later in the year, he submitted
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win the competition. His plans for the cottage appear to have been lifted
from a design in Samuel Sloan's The ModelArchitect, published in Phila
delphia in 1862.

With its big windows and high ceilings the house must have been
hard to heat. In addition to its six fireplaces, an inventory of the con
tents of the house, dated July 20, 1860, lists seven stoves as "furniture."

Deed book 323, pages 250-251.

Information on the Gilbert family was kindly given to the author
by John Gilbert, grandson of John Gilbert the owner.

Jenkins, 213-214; for data on Cadwallader Roberts, the author is
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S. Sharpe of Haverford, granddaughter of John Gilbert the owner.
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author is indebted to Mrs. John Francis Neary, Sr., and to Mrs. Albert H.
Boileau, Jr., of North Wales, both of whom are granddaughters of
Joseph Hopkins.

The Horticulturist, XIV, 615.
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drinking water, the residents entertaining a distaste for the tin reservoir
tanks. Drinking water came from the barn pump.
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buff, and that the grounds were worked as a farm.

Two of Dr. Hess's daughters, Miss Lydia Hess and Mrs. Adeline
Fletcher have kindly given the author much detailed information about
Gwynedd Hall in their father's time, and two photographs of it taken
in 1892.

. Edward Hoffman of the neighboring Hoffman farm, now sold,
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" Horace C. Evans heard these sounds when a boy.
Deed book 797, page 556.
In recent years the Wainwrights released the right of way in
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No. VIII

Villages op Lower Providence—Evansburg —

Shannonvillb

The principal villages of Lower Providence are, Evans
burg, Shannonville, and Eagleville, at each of which village
there now exists a Post Office. The largest of these villages
is Evansburg. The land whereon this village now stands was
purchased of William Penn by Edward Lane on October 20th,
1701, and included a tract of 2500 acres extending on both
sides of the Perkiomen from the lower limits of Evansburg
near the Skippack creek, up as far as the Freeland toll gate.
As before stated this place was then known as "Perkoming,"
and was so called by the Lanes. In 1721 the St. James Episco
pal Church of Perkoming was first built, and over a century
after this when the first Post Office was established here, it
took its name from this venerable Church, namely, "Perki
omen" Post Office. This office was established about the year
1825, and Edward Evans, who then kept store in a building
situated on the premises now owned and occupied by Theo.
Hallman, was appointed Post Master. About this same time
the village began to grow and of course required a name. This
Edward Evans was a son of Owen Evans, born 1769 and died
in 1812. Owen Evans was quite an extensive land owner and
was engaged in making guns for the U.S. Army, which were
manufactured at what was lately known as Pechin's Mill. He

25
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appears to have been a leading citizen of the Township. He
was married to Eleanor, the 5th daughter of Edward Lane
(not the original Edward Lane, but his grandson Edward,
who was the son of William Lane). The son Edward Evans
was also a leading citizen, so that in honor of these men, espe
cially in honor of the father Owen Evans, the village was
named Evansburg, which name it still retains.

In the year 1827 the Post Office was removed to a shop
which stood on the present public school house lot, and was
kept by Isaac Casselberry. Here it remained for 2 years, when,
in 1829, it was removed to the Ridge Turnpike road to the
store kept by William Fronfield, who was then appointed Post
Master. It remained there three years. Edward Evans, who
was the first Post Master, built and moved to the store now
occupied by Henry G. Schwenk. About the year 1832 when the
Post Office was moved to his new store, he was reappointed
P.M. Here it remained for several years, but as the labor of
attending to the office was considerable and the remuneration
almost nothing, Mr. Evans gave up his commission and the
office of "Perkiomen" was abolished. The good people of
Evansburg were then compelled to depend upon the Trappe
office then kept by Matthias Haldeman. When the Trappe
Office was removed to the upper end of that village, a Post
Office was again established at the old place, and for the
third time Edward Evans was made Post Master. This Office
was now named "Perkiomen Bridge." It remained at the same
place and retained its name until the year 1861 when an
effort was made to remove it to the village of Freeland. The
people of Evansburg at this time were also desirous of having
a Post Office within their own borders, and by uniting with
the Freelanders succeeded in having the Perkiomen Bridge
Office removed to Freeland, and in having a new Post Office
established in their own village. This office was named Lower
Providence, the name Evansburg having been already utilized
as the name of a P. 0. in Crawford Co., Penn. Wm. B. Shupe
was appointed Post Master. This office still retains its old
name and has as the Post Master at present Samuel D. Shupe,
the son of the first official. Evansburg in 1832 contained 19
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houses; in 1858 an inn, two stores, church, two mechanics
shops and 24 houses.

This village was at one time known by a nick name of
"Hustletown." This name clung to the village for many years.
The origin of this name, tradition says, was in this wise:
Two young bloods none the better for frequent libations, as
they came along the road, at every village they passed, gave
cheers for the name of the village. As they passd through
Evansburg they looked in vain for something to tell them the
name of the village. A short distance from the road they saw
two persons "hustling," a method of "raffling," when one
proposed "three cheers" for "Hustletown." They afterwards
told their friends that they had come by way of "Hustletown."
Hence the name was for some time applied to the village,
although at present-we seldom hear it.

Many historical events as well as celebrated persons are
associated with the history of this village which will be treated
at length hereafter.

The next village in importance in the township is Shan-
nonville. It was first so called about A.D. 1823 when the first

Post Office was established here. This village derives its name
of course from the Shannons, a large, influential and widely
known family of colonial days. Robert Shannon was a native
of Norriton in 1734 and was one of the Commissioners named

by the Act of 1784, establishing the county of Montgomery,
to purchase ground, to erect the Court House, etc., for the new
county. James Shannon was one of the wardens of St. James'
Episcopal Church, Evansburg, in 1721. Both of these persons
are buried in the Episcopal cemetery, Evansburg. John Shan
non, Sr., who was one of the largest landowners of the town
ship, and owned nearly, if not all, the land upon which the
present village stands, was a man of more than ordinary at
tainments, and it was in honor of his sterling worth that the
village that now stands upon his land was named. His grand
son, Chas. P. Shannon, still resides upon the old homestead.
Before the village took its present name, the place was known
as "Jack's Tavern," besides which there were then but two
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other houses, at that time. In the year 1858 the village con
tained 24 houses.

This village, like its neighbor, was also dishonored by a
nick name, and was known as "Hogtown." In his extensive
farming operations Mr. Shannon raised large herds of swine,
from which fact the nick name was applied. While the rep
utable and intelligent portion of the community recognized the
post name it now bears, yet outside the vicinity, either from
ignorance or for the humor of it, the bogus name for a time
partially obscured the real. In those days the establishment of
a little Post Office was not, as in these, heralded to every part
of the state the next morning.

There seems to have been at that day quite a mania in
Lower Providence for nick names, for in addition to "Hustle-
town" and "Hogtown," they had other localities of the town
ships nicknamed with such choice titles as "Frog Hollow,"
"Shitepoke Level," "Hardscrabble," and kindred names, but
they have gradually died out; the march of civilization has
obliterated them, and there is no reason why these vulgar and
outlandish misnomers should ever again be revived. Two of
Lower Providence School Houses are to this day called respec
tively the Hollow School House and the Level School House,
which is certainly a great improvement over retaining their
rather vulgar qualifying description.

In this connection a good story is told by Mr. R. R. Corson
of Norristown, concerning some of his army experience. It
seems that Cap. Corson had been sent on a foraging expedition
by General Francis. While so engaged. Gen. Patrick met him,
and as there seemed to be some dispute in relation to the corn.
Gen. Patrick asked for his name and where he came from. "My
name is Corson; I came from Pennsylvania," said the Captain.
"Whereabouts in Pennsylvania?" asked the General. "Hog
town," said Richard, who always wears his humorous side
uppermost. Next morning Mr. Corson was summoned before
a Court Martial, for indecorous language to a superior officer.
The charges were read and proved, and Mr. Corson was given
an opportunity to defend himself. Richard said he had only told
the truth. He was born at a place that was known for miles
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around as "Hogtown," and further enlightened the Court that
he was educated at Shitepoke Level. Major General Hancock,
late candidate for President, was present, who substantiated
Mr. Corson's statement. It is needless to say that the Captain
was acquitted amidst the laughter of the Court. Some time
since, at an Army reunion held at New York, Gen Hancock
related this incident as one of the most amusing of his Army
experience.

The author returns his thanks to D. Morgan Casselberry,
Esq., and Chas. P. Shannon, for valuable information in re
lation to facts contained in this article.

No. IX

Justices of the Peace

This is one of the most important offices of the township.
It may therefore prove of great interest to know who has filled
this office in Providence township. Until the adoption of the
Constitution of 1838, this office was appointive by the gov
ernor. The county was divided into several districts. District
No. 2 included the townships of Upper and Lower Providence,
Limerick, and Perkiomen. The following served as Justices
(with date of Commissions) in the 2nd district:

Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 1784 and January 14, 1789.
Anthony Crothers, February 7,1789 and 1791. Henry Pawling,
Jan. 20,1789 and 1792. John Pugh, Jan. 20,1789 and April 13,
1807. Benj. Dismant, 1792. Francis Swaine, 1793. Andrew
Todd, May 22, 1800. Samuel Gross, Jan. 2, 1802. Isaiah Davis,
April 2,1804. James Harris, Jan. 1, 1807. Abel Thomas, April
13, 1807 and February 29, 1820. James Evans, February 3,
1814. Samuel Bard, April 9,1816. Peter Waggonseller, Dec. 4,
1816. Benjamin Tyson, June 30, 1817. Isaac Linderman, De
cember 16, 1819. John Shearer, December 15, 1820. John S.
Missimer, November 15, 1822. Henry Longacre, July 5, 1825.
Robert Evans, April 4, 1827. Jacob Dewees, April 20, 1829.
Joseph Henry, Nov. 16, 1829. Jacob Highly, October 3, 1831.
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Henry Loucks, Dec. 10,1831. John Todd, July 15,1833. David
Baird, January 5, 1835. John Dismant, April 4, 1835. John
Razor, May 28, 1835. Henry DeHaven, December 7, 1836.
Elected under the Constitution of 1838:—^UPPER PROVI
DENCE : 1840, 45 & 50, John Dismant. 1840,45 & 53, Matthias
Halderman. 1850, Joshua Place. 1855, 60 & 65, Samuel Hun-
sicker. 1857, David Beard. 1862, 67, 72, & 77, Henry W. Kratz.
1869 & 74, Roger D. Shunk. 1879, David R. Landis. 1881, R. A.
Grover. 1882,AbrahamD.Fetteroll LOWER PROVIDENCE:
1840, 45, 50 & 55, Isaac S. Christman. 1840, Jacob Highly
(died). 1840 & 53, Allen Corson (appointed). 1852, Henry
Loucks. 1859 & 64, John Getty. 1860, George D. Fronefield.
1863 & 68, Wm. M. DeHaven. 1869 & 74, D. M. Casselberry.
1872, 77 & 82, Aaron Weikel. 1879, Benj. F. Whitby.

It may be of interest to many to give the names of the
several township officers. Many of these names are well-
known, and we have the descendants of many of them yet in
our midst. It may also prove of considerable value to have a
correct list of these officials. For many years these township
officers were appointed by the Court. The officers for Provi
dence township were:

1784, Constable: Arnold Van Forsham. Supervisors:
Benedict Garber, George Clements. Overseers of the Poor:
George Essig, Laurence Miller. 1785, Constable: Joseph Bays.
1786, Constable: Frederick Setchler. Supervisors: Nicholas
Robeson, Wm. Couch. Overseers of the Poor: Jacob Schrack,
John Fry, Jacob Kline. 1787, Constable: John Myer. Same
Supervisors. Overseers of the Poor: Jacob Kline, Samuel
Gordon. 1788, Constable: Benedict Carver. Supervisors: Nich
olas Robeson, Ed. Roberts. Overseers of the Poor: John Koplin,
Samuel Roberts. 1789, Constable: Adam Fabinger. Super
visors : Anthony Vanderslice, Edward Roberts. Overseers of
the Poor: Daniel Markley, Daniel Brower. 1790, Constable:
Lawrence Miller. Supervisors: Jacob Casselberry, Anthony
Vanderslice. Overseers of the Poor: Christian Miller, John
Pennypacker. 1791, Constable: Henry Rimer. Supervisors:
Wm. Thomas, Anthony Vanderslice. Overseers of the Poor:
Sam'l Livezey, John Hoot. 1792, Constable: Ludwick Bach-
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man. Supervisors: Henry Fooks, Peter Rimby. Overseers of
the Poor: Jesse Bean, Henry Fooks. 1793, Supervisors: An
thony Vanderslice, Jesse Bean. Overseers of the Poor: Peter
Sewyor, Abram Shell. 1794, Supervisors: Anthony Vander
slice, Derrick Casselberry. Overseers of the Poor: Peter Skeen,
John Kauffraan. 1795, Constable: Peter Skeen. Supervisors:
Anthony Vanderslice, Derrick Casselberry. Overseers of the
Poor: John Kauffman, Jacob Buckwalter. 1796, Constable:
Jacob Swenk. Same Supervisors. Overseers of the Poor:
Michael Horning, Thos. Wade. 1797, Constable: Matthias
Koplin. Same Supervisors. Overseers of the Poor: Michael
Horning, Matthias Moyer. 1798, Constable: Nathan Hatfield.
Same Supervisors. Overseers of the Poor: Francis Wade,
Jonathan Cox. 1799, Same Constable. Same Supervisors. Over
seers of the Poor: Samuel Skeen, Nicholas Bean. 1800, Same
Constable. Same Supervisors. Overseers of the Poor: Owen
Evans, Abrm. Reiff. 1801, Same Constable. Same Super
visors. Overseers of the Poor: George Woolner, Frederick
Isett. 1802, Constable: John Benjamin. Supervisors: Derrick
Casselberry, Jacob Schwenk. Directors of the Poor: Benj. Cox,
James Bean. 1803, Same Constable. Same Supervisors. Direc
tors of the Poor: Joseph Hamer, Leonard Spare. 1804, Same
Constable. Same Supervisors. Directors of the Poor: Benedict
Garber, Jacob Fronefield. 1805, Same Constable. Supervisors:
Derrick Casselberry, Frederick Alderfer. Directors of the
Poor: John Jacobs, Jacob Fronefield. 1806, Same Constable.
Supervisors: David Dewees, Valentine Saylor. Oversees of the
Poor: Isaac Hallman, Jacob Schwenk.

UPPER PROVIDENCE: Constables: 1807, George Ur-
miller. 1808, Jacob Vanderslice. 1809, Peter Waggonseller.
1810, John Groves. 1811, Jacob Shire. 1812-1814, Abrm. Trech-
ler. 1815-1816, Samuel Smith. 1817-19, Christian Stetler. 1820-
21, Isaac Hallman. 1822, Jos. Goodwin. 1823, Philip Koons.
1824, Abrm. Showalter. 1825-28, James Miller. 1829-30, Henry
Shields. 1831, Jacob Shuler. 1882-41, John Patterson, 1842,
Andrew Boyer. 1843-46, Charles Tyson. 1847-54, Wm. Gris-
tock. 1855, Aaron Fretz. 1856, Henry Fox. 1857-58, Samuel
Hendricks. 1859-63, Israel Place. 1864, Thos. Garber. 1865,
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Jos. Walter. 1866-69, Davis A. Raudenbush. 1870, Abner W.
Johnson. 1871-75, David Hunsicker. 1876-81, Francis R.
Shupe. 1882, Samuel S. Pugh. 1883, Wm. B. Logan, Jr.

Supervisors: 1807, Isaac Hallman, Frederick Hallman.
1808, Isaac Hallman, Wm. Robinson. 1809-13, Isaac Hallman,
John Raudenbush. 1814-18, Benjamin Hallman, Peter Waggon-
seller. 1819-23, John Gotwals, Jacob Essig. 1824, Isaac Hall
man, Abrm. Johnson. 1825, Jacob Tyson. 1825-26, Abrm. John
son. 1826-28, Jacob Tyson. 1827-29, Abrm. Rosenberger. 1829-
34, Isaac Hallman. 1830-31, Daniel Tyson. 1835-37, Abrm.
Rosenberger. 1832-33, Jacob Hunsicker. 1838, John Dismant.
1833-37, Jacob; Tyson. 1839, John Fox. 1888-39, John Turner.
1840-41, John Detwiler. 1840, Jacob Rittenhouse. 1842-43,
Adam Schrack. 1841-44, Beniah Bradford. 1844-45, David
Rogers. 1845-50, Michael Schrack. 1846-51, Jesse Conway.
1851-53, Samuel Hendricks. 1852, Jacob Conway. 1854-55,
Henry Boyer. 1853-56, Michael Schrack. 1856-62, John W.
Rinker. 1857, Abrm. Hendricks. 1863, A. D. Rosenberger.
1858-59, John Ashenfelter. 1864-67, Martin Hunsicker. I86O7
61, Samuel Stearley. 1868, Jos. Tyson. 1862-66, Henry Harley.
1869, John S. Ashenfelter. 1867-83, John D. Saylor. 1870-81,
•'"«iah Kulp. 1882t83, David Schwenk.

LOWER PROVIDEiNGE: Constables: 1807, Andrew
Jack. 1808-09, John Readheffer. 1810, Andrew Campbell.
1811-13, Samuel Kugler. 1814, Christ. Rosenberger. 1815, John
Young. 1816, George Rinehart., 1817-19, Stephen Rush. 1820-
21, William Moore. 1822-24, John Roberts. 1825-26, Arnold
Baker. 1827-29, Daniel Morgan. 1830, John Munshower. 1831-
36, Wm. Moore. 1837, William Shambough. 1838-42, John
Coulston. 1843-45, John Slough. 1851-52, John Getty. 1853-58,
Jeremiah Deeds. 1859-63, Abrm. Carroll. 1864, Samuel Hiser.
1865-67, John Williams. 1868-69, Geo. Casselberry. 1870-71,
Joseph Walters. 1872-83, John C. Johnson.

Supervisors: 1807-8, John Edwards. 1807-12, Arnold
Roberts. 1809-11, John Francis. 1813-15, Abraham Shutt. 1812,
George Hawk. 1816-18, Jacob Highley. 1813-18, Peter Saylor.
1819-21, John Shearer. 1819-20, John Fronefield. 1822-32,
Josiah Kulp. 1882-83, David Schwenk.
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DeHaven. 1823-25, John Force. 1836, James Smith. 1826-27,
Peter Saylor. 1837-39, Jos. Gotwals. 1828-35, John Fry. 1840-
41, Daniel Kolb. 1836-43, Thos. Coulston. 1842-45, Andrew
Keil. 1844-45, Jacob Warner. 1846-48, Daniel Kolb. 1846, Benj.
Summerfield. 1849-53, Andrew Kiel. 1847-48, Thos. Coulston.
1854-58, Wm. Ebert. 1849-56, Daniel Gulp. 1859-61, Daniel
Kulp. 1857-58, James Rambo. 1862, Wm. Getty. 1859-64,
Andrew Kiel. 1863-64, Anthony Whitby. 1865-68, Christ.
Plush. 1865, George Wolf. 1869, Samuel Keyser. 1866-70, Jas.
Casselberry. 1869-75, Henry Custer. 1875-77, Wm. P. Ellis.
1876, Reuben A. Ellis. 1878-79, Jos. Miller. 1877, Derrick C.
Bare. 1880, Derrick C. Bare. 1878, Samuel Hlser. 1881-82,
John L. Plush. 1879, Chas. Walker. 1883, Derrick C. Bare.
1880-83, Wm. P. Ellis.

No. X

The Lutheran Church at Trappe — The Muhlenbergs

To write a history of the Lutheran church at Trappe,
would require a volume of no small size. For a number of years
the history of the church and the life of that great and good
man Muhlenberg are so closely united that a history of one will
necessarily include the other.

Among the early settlers of Pennsylvania, the Germans
were the most numerous in this and adjoining townships. Dur
ing the first half of the eighteenth century immense numbers
of Germans settled hereabouts, many of whom have left de-
scendents, that constitute our largest and most respected
families. A list of Germans naturalized in the year 1730 in
cludes the following names, viz.: Valentine Hansucker, Chris
tian Zimmerman, John Jos. Schrack, John Nicholas Kressman,
Martin Kolb, Hans Datwiler, Johannes Buckwalter, David
Kauffman, Philip Schrack, Peter Wentz, Daniel Langenecker,
Henry Pannebecker, John Jacob Schrack, Henry Antis, and
others. By this act these Germans were allowed to own real
estate and acquire all the rights of citizenship. These Germans
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were an essentially religious people, most of whom were
either Mennonites or Lutherans. These followers of Luther
were very tenacious of their religious forms and customs, and
at a very early date we find them settling so as to be near
together. Thus we find three centres of Lutherans at Provi
dence, New Hanover and Philadelphia, at each of which places
Lutheran congregations were established. In a report of the
Lutheran churches in America published at the time in Halle,
Germany, these congregations are thus spoken of.

"These congregations were at first quite inadequately
supplied with the necessary accommodations, both for churches
and for schools. They had not, as yet, had any regularly settled
pastors to give them instruction in the Word of God and to
administer the sacraments to their edification; Their children,
through lack of instruction, very generally grew up in ignor
ance, except when the parents themselves were in a position to
lead them' to a knowledge .of God and of divine things. True,
there were not wanting men who, for their own private gains,
pushed themselves forward into the rank of teachers. Yet a sad
experience revealed the fact that these persons not only had
very little concern about the souls of their pupils, but also, that
by their scandalous lives and examples they were doing a vast
amount of mischief. As a result of this, the disturbances in the
congregations themselves ever continued to grow greater and
more serious," As early as 1733, the congregation at Provi
dence was organized under regular elders and deacons, and
even before this time there appears to have been the rudiments
of an organization. In the church Records there are entries of
baptisms as early as August 31, 1729. At this time all the
services were held in a large barn in the vicinity. The first
record we have of any pastor at this place was in the year 1732.
John Christian Schultz became the first pastor. He arrived in
Philadelphia September 25th, 1732, by the ship "Loyal Judith."
He was born in Germany and educated in Strasburg; whether
he was ever ordained is not known, although it is much
doubted. He was 30 years of age when he arrived in this
country; immediately he began his ministry, preaching regu
larly at Providence, New Hanover and. Philadelphia, but he
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remained but a few months. In the Spring of 1733, Schultz
returned to Germany, authorized by the congregations to col
lect money for them to build churches and School Houses. The
following are extracts from an open letter placed in the hands
of Schultz.

"To each and all Evangelical Christians with due rever
ence, Grace and Peace!.. . Upon our (their) arrival the most
of them being poor scattered themselves here and there in the
wilderness .. . and lived without the privileges of the Church
and a regular Pastor ... as lost sheep, until a merciful Provi
dence was pleased to send John Christian Schultz.

"He has earnestly endeavored, according to his ability,
by the preaching of the Word and the administration of the
Holy Sacraments to bring us out of the darkness and ignorance
into which we had fallen, when we were living without the
light and pure doctrine of the Gospel. He has sought to awaken
us as well as other adherents of the Evangelical Lutheran
doctrine residing in the three places . . .: and by organizing
these congregations to renew and confirm our union in our
most holy faith." "It is clearly and absolutely necessary that
churches and school houses should be erected for the regular
observance of Divine Worship, for the maintenance of good
order and for the Christian training of the young; as also
that the reasonable support for the requisite pastors and
teachers should be provided for. We however, ourselves, are
not able to accomplish this work by our own means. We live
in a country where money is scarce, and where every man has
enough to do to support himself, under Divine assistance by
the labor of his hands. ...

Accordingly we hereby send our present Pastor John
Christian Schultz in company with Daniel Weisiger and John
D. Schoner to our brethren in the faith in England, Holland
and Germany, in order that he may by his oral statement,
explain our necessities and our interests more fully and en
treat our friends by the love of Christ to assist us in the erec
tion of the churches and school houses, so indispensable in
this country. .. .
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"Commending ourselves to your sympathy, and offering
all due respect to our noble and generous benefactors of what
ever rank, we remain your most humble servants, the Wardens
and Elders of the three congregations above named: John
Bacher, John G. Herger, Adam Herrman, George Hallebach,
John N. Grossman, Jacob Schrack," the last two being the
Elders of Providence congregation, both of whom will be met
with hereafter. This letter was signed by Patirick Gordon, then
Governor of the Province, also a resident of Providence town
ship, recommending this person to friends in Europe, dated
May 1st, 1733. Schultz never returned, and indeed it seems
that he did collect considerable money in Europe which he
never paid out, which was an occasion of great loss and infinite
disgust to those who sent him.

However before leaving for Germany, Rev. Schultz had
ordained "in a bam" in Providence, to the office of the min
istry, a young man, John Gasper Stoever, (sometimes written
Stiefer) who preached here only a little time, not a year. He
started the church Records, and many entries of baptisms and
marriages are in his handwriting. He had arrived in Pennsyl
vania in 1728. In the fall of 1733, Mr. Stoever removed to New
Holland, Lancaster county, leaving the congregation at Trappe
without a pastor. From this time till the arrival of Muhlenberg
in 1742, there was no regular pastor. The only preaching was
done by the Swedish pastors of Wicaco, a church of the Swedes
in Philadelphia, who occasionally came up as sort of Mis
sionaries.

This of course was very unsatisfactory to the Lutherans
who were desirous of having a pastor of their own regularly
ordained according to the forms and customs of their fathers
in Europe, and nothing short of this would satisfy them. Thus
we find very considerable correspondence passing between
the officers of the churches here and those in authority in
Europe, to send them a proper Pastor. The people had been so
imposed upon by these worthless preachers that they wished to
move with extreme caution in the selection of a permanent
pastor. Especially were these letters and petitions sent to the
Gourt Preacher of Great Britain and pastor of the Lutheran
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church in London, Rev. Frederick M. Ziegenhagen, who took
great interest in these infant congregations and did much
effective work in raising money and aiding to procuring a pas
tor. The great difficulty seemed to be to have the Pennsylvania
congregations obligate themselves to pay the expenses of a
preacher over from Germany and return in case he was not
pleased. Several very affecting letters were sent by John N.
Croessman and Jacob Schrack to preacher Ziegenhagen. In
one of December 6, 1736, among other things they say: "In
conclusion, it surprises us not a little that we have several
times already explained to your Reverence the great poverty
of our congregation, and based upon it our plea for assistance,
yet you do nothing more than simply insist upon our placing
a regular call in the hands of Francke, which we cannot do.
First of all our congregations are located far apart.... Resides
the people of each of these congregations are scattered over
20 miles of the surrounding country, are mixed up among
Quakers, Mennonites, and other sects ; and worst of all, those
of them who profess to be Lutherans are not willing to enter
into any obligations although they promise to do their part as
soon as they find some regular order established.

"But if the fidelity and competency of a pastor is made
to depend upon a large salary, or if they who come to teach us
have more concern about their wages and the fleece than about
feeding the flock, then indeed we have but little to hope for....

"Of course we do not propose to let our pastors suffer
want, but much rather to support them according to our ability.
On the other hand we desire as our pastor not a covetous man,
nor one ruled by temporal motives. . . . We live in a land in
which a Pastor cannot expect to enjoy himself in an imposing
parsonage, in a life of luxury and with large revenues, but for
a faithful pastor ... measures will certainly be taken to secure
him an adequate support It is impossible for us to send you
the money for the expenses of the journey, and we might re
ceive a teacher who would occasion more harm and offence

than benefit to the church as preacher Schultz himself has
done." etc., etc. To this letter they received an answer on June
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18,1737, from Prof. Francke, again asking for money to send
over a preacher.

On October 15, 1739, these same officers of the congre
gations write among other things:

"Our last reason is this: No one is willing to subscribe to
the support of a clergyman as you require us to do, until we
first see what kind of a man we are to get, and know that he
is worthy of confidence so that we may not be burdened with
great expense out of which no good may come. Also, that we
may not get another hireling like as preacher Schultz was, or
like the specimen that was at Rantan.... etc., etc.

After considerable further trouble and correspondence,
in September, 1741, Prof. Dr. Francke, acting in the name of
the three congregations, extended a call to the Rev. HENRY
MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG to become pato of these
churches, a most excellent choice. This man may well be con
sidered as the pride of this township in which he spent the
greater part of his active life, and whose soil is still honored
in holding his ashes. No man of our township is better known
than he. But it is not our province to eulogize but only to
chronicle facts.

No. XI

Election Districts — Justices op the Peace

In this number of the History of Providence we will en
deavor to give an account of the several places of holding elec
tions to which the good people of Providence township were
compelled to go in order to exercise the elective franchise.

Before the Revolution the elections of the whole couniy
were held at the Inn opposite the State House in Philadelphia,
although the elections then were not as frequent nor as im
portant as now. Yet the good people of this vicinity made their
arrangements so that they could spent election day in the city.
The elections were here held until the year 1777.

On June 14th, 1777, the Legislature of Pennsylvania
divided the (then) county of Philadelphia into three election
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districts. The third district included the 19 upper townshii>s
of (now) Montgomery County, thus including the township of
Providence. The electors of this district were to meet and vote

at the house of Jacob Wentz, in Worcester. The remaining
townships voted at Germantown. For nine years the electors of
Providence voted in Worcester, until the formation of the
county of Montgomery, when the elections were brought a little
nearer home.

The Act by which the county was organized provides
"that the freemen of the county of Montgomery, shall meet at
the house of Hannah Thompson, Inn-keeper, in the township
of Norriton, and there elect four Representatives, etc."

On April 13, 1785, the county was divided into three dis
tricts, the first of which embraced the townships of "Norriton,
Plymouth, Whitpain, Upper Merion, New Providence, Wor
cester, Skippack and Perkiomen," and were to hold their elec
tions at the Court House, Norristown. The court appointed
Ludwig Coats, John Jones, and James Vaux, Judges. This was
a move in the wrong direction for the people of Providence, as
it compelled them to go farther than before.

In 1797, March 31st, the county was again re-districted,
and the first district included the townships of "Norriton,
Providence, Worcester, Plymouth, Whitpain, Upper and Lower
Merion." This district voted at the Court House.

About this time the people of Providence began complain
ing that they were compelled to go so far, and endeavored to
have this trouble corrected by the Legislature. Gen. Peter
Muhlenberg of Trappe was then a member of the Legislature,
and Messrs. Potts & Evans were in the State Senate. The fol-
lovdng two letters were written at this time by Gen. Muhlen
berg to Israel Bringhurst, of Providence township, father of
the late Wright A. Bringhurst, dec'd, which original letters are
in the author's possession.

"March 11th, 1798.—Dear Sir:—I have received your note
and am sorry to hear that you are unwell, but not so much on
my account as yours. If you had called upon me to-day, you
should have dined on rock-fish, etc., etc., in company with good
Democrats, thus you see what you have lost by pretending to
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be sick. The Election District passed the House unanimously
on Friday last. It will be discussed in the Senate on Tuesday
next. Your letter had the desired effect. I shall pay attention
to James Hogg's donation lands, but I question whether I can
do anything without a power of attorney. These confounded
democrats push the bowl so briskly that I can hardly see to
write, and can therefore only say God bless you if possible.
Yours, P. MUHLENBERG."

The second is as follows:

"PHILADELPHIA, March 26, 1798.—Dear Sir:—Yours
of the 14th did not reach my hands until this morning, —
otherwise notwithstanding my indisposition, I should have paid
earlier attention to the contents. The fate of our election dis

tricts you are by this time undoubtedly acquainted with. The
bill passed our house without opposition, but in the Senate
through the intrigues of Messts. Potts and Evans, it was
amended in such a manner that its original features were
totally lost. They fixed districts at—and one at Pottsgrove,
the other at Snyder's was to be abolished. In this way it stood.
But finding the amendment stood no chance in our house, they
postponed the bill generally, so that it now sleeps, and is at
rest; hoping for a joyful resurrection.

With Mr. Ballon I have taken the necessary steps. I have
searched the office but cannot find the name of James Hogg.
I will thank you for further information as what Regiment,
what time he served, what grade, etc. Fate and destiny com
bined with the aristocrats are hurrying us precipitately into
a ruinous and bloody war, and the chance of escape is a slender
one indeed. You will see by the papers that an attempt was
made in our house to instruct our Senators in Congress to
maintain the peace if possible, but strange to tell, all the Qua
kers, old Tories, etc., voted against it, so that they are for war
and the fighting men for peace. A report is in circulation that
our ministers in Great Britain have concluded an alliance,
offensive and defensive with that nation — how true I know

not. You will see by this scrawl.that I am not very well cal
culated for writing this day.



PROVIDENCE 41

With respect and esteem, I am dear Sir, Your most
obedient servant, P. MUHLENBERG."

Thus the matter rested until Jan. 19, 1802, when the joy
ful resurrection was attained. This act provides "That the
townships of Limerick, Skippack, and Perkiomen, and that
part of Providence township which lies west of the Skippack
and Perkiomen creeks, shall be a separate election district, to
be called the 7th District, and that the electors thereof shall
hold their general elections at the house of David Dewees, in
Providence township." The house then kept by David Dewees
stood where now stands the house occupied by Philip Williard.
This place was kept as a hotel as early as 1758, if not earlier,
and was then known as "The Duke of Cumberland."

This District included the whole of the present township
of Upper Providence, and that part of Lower Providence lying
between the Skippack and Perkiomen creeks. The rest of
Lower Providence was still compelled to vote at the Court
House, Norristown.

In 1825, Limerick township was separated from our dis
trict, and held their elections at Jacob R. Bright's Hotel.

The next change was made in 1832, May 3rd, when the
Legislature enacted "That the elections of the Trappe election
district, composed of the townships of Upper Providence,
parts of Lower Providence, Skippack and Perkiomen, shall
hereafter hold their general elections at the public house of
Jacob Heebner, in the village of Trappe." This house is also
still standing, being the first house below the Lutheran church,
now occupied by Margaret Young and Benj. Schlichter, and
being still owned by a grand-son of Jacob Heebner, viz: Chas.
H. Gross, Esq., of Philadelphia.

On March 5, 1841, another portion of the Trappe district
was lopped off. "The elections of the township of Lower Provi
dence shall hold their general elections at the Shamo's school
house in said township." This should read Shambo; or Sham-
bough's school, otherwise known as the Hollow school house.
Here the elections of Lower Providence were held until 1849,
when by Act of April 5th, the place was changed from Sham-
bough's school house to the public house of Christian Detwiler.
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This was the present Eagleville Hotel. To this day all the elec
tions of this township are held at this hotel.

To return to Upper Providence. On April 11, 1844, the
Legislature enacted "that the township of Upper Providence,
and all that part of the township of Skippack and Perkiomen,
lying west of Perkiomen creek, shall be a separate election
district, and the general elections should be held at the house
of William Goodwin at the Trappe, in said Upper Providence
township." William Goodwin then kept the "Lamb" Hotel, at
Trappe, now kept by Jacob R. Dorworth. From '44 to the
present date the general elections have been held at this hotel.
In 1848, April 7th, the part of Skippack township, lying- west
of Perkiomen creek was formed into the "Perkiomen district"
with headquarters at Jacob Schwenk's. This then left the town
ship of Upper Providence a separate district. On the — day of

, 1877, the Court of Montgomery County divided the
township into two election districts. The old place was retained
as the place of holding the election in the Upper District, and
the elections of the Lower district were ordered to be held

at the Port Providence Band Hall.
To recapitulate, the people of Upper Providence from

earliest time to 1777 voted in Philadelphia.
1777 to 1784, at Jacob Wentz, Worcester. 1784 to 1785,

at Hannah Thompson's, Norristown. 1785 to 1802, at the Court
House, Norristown. 1802 to 1832, David Dewees', Trappe. 1832
to 1844, at Jacob Heebner's, Trappe. 1844 to date, at William
Goodwin's "Lamb Tavern," Trappe.'

Lower Providence to 1802, same as Upper Providence.
1802 to 1841, below Skippack, at Court House. 1802 to 1841,
above Skippack, in Upper Providence. 1841 to 1848, at Sham-
bough's School House. 1848 to date, Eagleville Hotel.

These facts just given apply only to the general elections.
The Spring or township elections were held at other places.
In Lower Providence the township elections were always held
at the same place that the general elections were held.

In Upper Providence the Spring elections are held at the
public House of Jacob Frederick, known as the "Fountain
Inn." They have been here held since about the year 1852 or
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'53. Before that time the township elections were held at the
house of Catharine Dewees, widow of David Dewees. This
house still stands and is still in the Dewees family, although
no longer used as a Tavern. It stands opposite the Bringhurst
mansion. For how long a time the elections were here held, or
where they were held before this place, I am unable to ascer
tain, although it is likely this is the first and oldest place.

No. XII

Henry Mblchior Muhlenberg

Before proceeding further it is proper to give a short
account of the life of this eminent divine before his arrival at

the scenes of his life work. This must necessarily be brief:
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg was born on the 6th day of Sep
tember, A.D., 1711, in the city of Einbeck in Hanover, Ger
many. His father was a member of the council of that city,
and died while Henry was quite young. After pursuing' his
studies at various places, in 1735 he entered the newly estab
lished University of Gottingen, where he studied Theology,
under Prof. Oporin, with whom he lived as his private Secre
tary. Here he was especially noted for his piety and learning,
and showed his zeal in the good work by establishing and
teaching a school for poor children. He also preached in the
University church and catechised. Here he remained until
1738, when he was appointed Instructor in the University of
Halle, the most famous Theological school of Germany. The
next year he was ordained as a Preacher at Leipzig, where he
had accepted a call to preach. On the 6th of September, 1741,
while on a journey, a call reached him from Prof. Francke in
behalf of the three Pennsylvania congregations. He accepted
this call at once "for three years." On the 9th of December he
preached his farewell sermon to Germany, and started on his
journey to America, arriving in London April 17, 1742. Here
he remained with Court preacher Ziegenhagen, until the 13th
of June, waiting for a vessel to sail. A voyage across the



44 BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Atlantic in those days was a far different thing from such a
journey now. This journey extended from June 13 to Septem
ber 22, and it was little less than a miracle that any arrived
alive, as the water entirely gave out long before they reached
land. On this date, September 22, he arrived at Charleston,
S. G.; from here he went to Savannah, Georgia, and from
there to Ebenezer, Georgia. The reason why he went to Georgia
before coming to Pennsylvania was on account of a church
being established there with a Preacher, and he desired direc
tion and advice before undertaking his new work. During his
stay in England and on the voyage, he learned the English
language so as to be able to preach in English, which he did on
ship-board. But it was not for Muhlenberg to stop long in
Georgia. His heart yearned for Pennsylvania. So on the 12th
of October, he started for Charleston, from which place to
take ship to Philadelphia. Here he arrived on Oct. 20, when
he was informed that no vessel would sail for Philadelphia till
the following spring. So the only thing remaining for him to
do was to tarry where he was. Here he occupied his time in
teaching some German children and on Sundays he preached
the Word to the German residents. But he was not compelled
to wait till Spring, for on November 1st a Sloop arrived from
Philadelphia with the intention of returning immediately to
that city. This vessel was very small and not intended to carry
passengers, and although advised by the Captain, as well as by
his friends, to wait for a proper vessel, nothing would prevent
his going, and go he did. He embarked on November 12th, and
after a very perilous voyage of 14 days, arrived safe and sound
in the city of brotherly love, on the 25th of November, 1742. He
was no sooner on land than he put himself down to hard work,
and if ever a Pastor worked hard for his people, that Pastor
was Father Muhlenberg. Three days after this he preached his
first sermon in Pennsylvania, at New Hanover, viz.: Novem
ber 28th. His text was taken from 2nd Cor., V—20: "Now
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though Christ did
beseech you by us: We pray you in Christ's stead, be ye recon
ciled to God." On December 5th he preached in Philadelphia.
Muhlenberg first preached at Trappe on the 12th of December.



PROVIDENCE 45

On the 26th of December he preached at Providence for the
third time to a large meeting, and afterwards drove home with
Frederick Marsteller, one of the church wardens, living beyond
the Skippack in (now) Lower Providence township. On Christ
mas day before this a declaration of acceptance of Father
Muhlenberg was signed by the officers of Providence church.
It is proper to state here that the church was not at that time
known by any other name than Providence Lutheran church,
and it did not receive its title of "Augustus" until the building
of the church edifice. Muhlenberg now lived in Philadelphia
and attended to the three churches and also another just
established at Germantown.

In speaking of Providence, in a letter written to friends
in Germany about this time, he says:

. . . "There is not much money here: but the land is so
rich in all kinds of productions that it may be said to flow with
milk and honey. As far as regards to the climate, Pennsylvania
is the best part of all America for the Germans. Here the
houses do not stand near together as in the villages of Ger
many. Here are several thousand acres in one body, and these
are then divided amongst a number of individual proprietors,
so that one man may own any number of acres from twenty up
to five hundred. At first such a strip of land is simply woods
forest, but after it has been settled and cultivated, it becomes
a township, and is provided -with streets and roads leading to
the City of Philadelphia. In traveling.on the highways you are
continually passing through woods. Here you come to one house
standing near the road, and then some miles further on to
another. But the houses most generally stand off a consider
able distance. In this country there are several streams that
sometimes suddenly rise very high, and then again abate. As
there are no bridges over them they have to be crossed on
horseback or in a canoe. When I go from Philadelphia to the
churches in the county I have always to cross three streams;
and in winter this is often dangerous." The three streams
here spoken of are the Wissahickon, Skippack, and Perkiomen.

Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg immediately made arrangements to
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divide his time. He therefore proposed to spend one whole
week at a time at each of the three congregations, holding
public service on the Lord's Day, and occupying the rest of the
week in the instruction of the children, and for some time he
was thus compelled to act both as Pastor and Schoolmaster.
It is certainly greatly to the credit of these early Pioneers that
they were so thoughtful as to provide both for the intellectual
culture as well as the moral and the religious, showing that
their religion was an intelligent worship and not an ignorant
superstition.

"In his several pastorial fields his first concern was about
the instruction of the youth already somewhat advanced in
their years, because divers of them, some eighteen, nineteen,
and twenty years of age, had directly applied to him for in
struction; and although as yet they had made no beginning
either in reading or in the knowledge of God, yet he was much
cheered by the tokens they gave of their desire to learn. There
were, however, other persons older than-these, whom he had
to instruct in the simple truths of Christianity."

Upon Muhlenberg's arrival he found about fifty families
and one hundred communicants belonging to the Providence
congregation. Frederick Marsteller was one of the leading
members and one of the church wardens, who often had before
his arrival conducted services at this place.

Muhlenberg was tall and well-proportioned, possessed
great physical powers and had a powerful frame, in the full
vigor of manhood, a fluent and pleasing talker, able to preach
in three languages, viz.: English, German, and Swede. At the
time of his arrival he was in the thirty-second year of his age
and unmarried.

^ No. XIII

The Building of the Lutheran Church, Trappe

Many persons have an erroneous view in relation to the
old Lutheran church at Trappe. This building is the oldest
Lutheran church edifice now standing in America. By some
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it is thought to be the oldest church building in the county,
but this is incorrect as there are several older ones in this
county, notably the Friends Meeting House of Lower Merion,
which was built in 1713 and still stands. Nor was it the first
church built in Providence township. In a letter written by
Pastor Muhlenberg, speaking of Providence he says: "In this
township (Providence) there is already an English church.
The Mennonites also have a meeting house, and as there has
never been a Lutheran church here, we are about building the
first one." The English church here spoken of was the St.
James' Episcopal church of Evansburg, where a church was
built of logs in 1721.1 can't say what church he refers to by the
Mennonite church. The Providence Presbyterian church was
built first in 1730, and the Friends' Meeting House near Port
Providence about the same time. All these churches have been

since torn down to be replaced with the present edifices. Thus
we see there were at least three churches built in Providence

township before the Lutheran. Nor again was this the first
Lutheran church in America nor in this county. The honor of
having the first Lutheran church belongs to New Hanover
township, this county. Although when the first church was
here built cannot be definitely ascertained. In 1721, a log
church was built by the Lutherans, but this even was preceded
by an older one, which was built prior to 1719. Another church
was begun in 1741, also of logs, and completed in 1747 and
used until 1768, when the present fine stone church was
erected. So that the only thing we can claim for the Old Trappe
church is that it is the oldest Lutheran church in America now

standing. But this is honor enough to have such a venerable
building in our midst, but alas how little appreciated. I dare
say that there are many persons who have grown to manhood
almost within the sacred shadows, who have never thought it
worth their trouble to go inside and view this old landmark.
What a grand subject this old building offers to stop and
think, to moralize and draw lessons from for our improve
ments. But this is not our province; our work is simply facts.

As before stated, when Muhlenberg arrived he found the
congregation at Providence worshipping in a Barn, which
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proved entirely too small, and necessitated many to stand
without in bad weather to listen to the preaching of the Word.
For this reason one of the very first matters brought before •
the congregation was to urge upon them the necessity of erect
ing a church building. Muhlenberg's fourth sermon in Provi
dence was preached on January 5th, at which time the congre
gation determined to build a church and School House. Let
Muhlenberg tell the story himself. In his Diary under January
5, 1743, he says: "On Wednesday, January 5th, we celebrated
Epiphany in Providence and I preached again in the Barn. The
people of this congregation take a very great interest in the
preaching of the Word. The worthy Elders have resolved, in
the name of the Lord, to begin the erection of a church, I have
given public notice to that effect twice, and encouraged them
to pray and hope for the Divine blessing. Indeed a church
is in the highest degree necessary. I have drawn up a piece of
writing upon the subject, and sent the Elders through the con
gregation with it, for the purpose of collecting subscription,
as each member might be disposed cheerfully to give. Thank
God there is no lack here of the means of subsistence, but
money is scarce; for the people living in the county have had
to haul all their produce to the city for sale, and then obtain
very little for it. The timber that grows here is not suitable
for building purposes, since it decays so rapidly; and building
with stone proves to be expensive." Nevertheless the Elders
resolved upon the more expensive but more enduring building,
and time has well vindicated their wisdom.

To resolve was to act; of course the very first thing to
do was to select a site and purchase the land whereon to erect
the buildings, for they at the same time determined to erect
immediately a frame school house.

We all know the site selected and an excellent site it is;
on the highest ground in the vicinity, it certainly is a church
set upon a hill, and the steeple of the new edifice more recently
erected can be seen from a great distance.

On March 10th, 1743, the congregation bought two adjoin
ing tracts of land for church and burial purposes. The first
tract was purchased of Thos. How for 1 pound and 15 shillings.
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"Beginning at the Great road; thence by land of Thomas How,
N.E. 42 perches; thence by land of John Harpel, S.E. 3 perches
and 14^ feet; thence N.W. by Harman Indehaven's land, 42
perches to Sd. Rhoad; thence to beginning—containing one
acre."

The second tract was purchased from Harman Indehaven
(the present name is Dehaven) for the consideration of 5
shillings "as also other good causes." This tract adjoined No.
1, and was 42 perches by 4 perches. Containing 1 acre and 8
perches of land more or less. This land had been sold by Penn
to Wm. Streeper, on January 20,1705, in a tract of 500 acres.
Wm. Streeper sold to Peter Johnson 500 acres thereof March
1, 1714, and on 20 December, 1722, Johnson sold the same to
Indehaven, who sold 1 acre thereof to the church, or rather
presented the same. These titles were made in the "name of
Nicholas Cressman and Frederick Marsteller, church Ward-
ians of the High Dutch Lutherine Congregation and to their
Society and their Successors to and for the Sd. Congregation to
Erect and Build a Church thereon and Burial Place as the said

Wardens and Congregation shall see meet and convement."

Shortly after this, in the latter part of April, Muhlenberg
writes to (Germany: "I enclose for your information the plan
of the church. According to this plan, the cost will be about 200
pounds sterling. The Lord has stirred up the hearts of the
people, so that they are very much in earnest about the build
ing; for after we had gone through the whole congregation,
we found that they had subscribed nearly 100 pounds in cur
rent money. One pound sterling equals one and a-half of our
own currency. The congregation has truly endeavored to do its
very best as everybody acknowledges. To this sum we hope yet
to add the one third of the collections which your Excellency
may have, which would be one share of what may be in your
hands for the three congregations. But where shall we get the
balance that is required? May the Lord move the hearts of the
people in Europe, so that they may render us the needed help.
The members of the congregation are all of one mind. To see
them haul the stone for the church is a very joy to me. We have
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a frame school house erected already." A pound of current
money of Pennsylvania at that time was equal to $2.42 of our
present money, so the amount collected would be $242 and the
sum required to build the church was estimated at about $800
to $1,000. This school house here spoken of stood on the site of
the present large and commodious brick church building, and
in it Father Muhlenberg taught the youths of the congregation
for some time. In the latter part of April the masons com
menced work on the new building. A day long remembered by
those present was on the 2nd day of May, 1743, when "we laid
the corner stone of the first Lutheran church in Providence."
There was an immense concourse of people present, both Ger
mans and English. Seats had been made out of the lumber
brought there for the new church, and were set up in front
of the church building. But the seats were far from enough
to accommodate the people present. The exercises were opened
by singing in German, the then familiar hymn, "Commit thou
all thy ways and cares unto His hands." Father Muhlenberg
preached both in German and also in English, from the Text
Zech. 14-7. "But it shall be one day which shall be known to the
Lord, not day, nor night; but it shall come to pass, that at
evening time, it shall be light." From this time, the work was
pushed forward with all dispatch. Muhlenberg says: "June 6th
—^By the favor of the Lord the masons raised the walls to
a considerable height already at the beginning of June and
notwithstanding many difficulties the work still advances."

September 22,1743, in a letter he says: "On August 31st,
the roof of the new church in Providence was finished, and on
September 12, we left the barn and held our worship for the
first time in the new building. As yet it is not quite finished;
and we do not propose to consecrate it until it has been com
pleted in all its parts." So careful were they not to consecrate
the building until it was completely finished, that this service
of consecration was not held for two years after this time. The
church at that time stood as it now stands with the exception
of the plastering. When first built, the walls were painted, and
the coat of plastering with which it is now clothed was not
placed there until many years after this. Over the front door
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of the building is this inscription, cut into the stone and still
legible at this date, viz.: "Sub remigio Christi has aedes So-
cietati Augustanae Confess, deditae dedicatas ex ipso funda-
mento exstruxit Henricus Melchior Muhlenberg una cun Cen-
soribus I. N. Cresamano, F. Marstellero, H. A. Heilmano, 1.
Mullero, H. Hasio et G. Kepnero, A. D. MDGCXLIII."

This Latin inscription translated into English would read
as follows: "Under the auspices of Christ, Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg, together with his Counselors I. N. Cressman, F.
Marsteller, H. A. Heilman, J. Miller, H. Haas, and J. Kepner,
erected from the foundation itself these temples, dedicated to
the society devoted to Augustan Confession, A.D. 1743." Thus
was built the first Lutheran church of Providence.

No. XIV

Lutheran Church (Continued)

After the erection of the church building Muhlenberg con
tinued the Pastor, living at Philadelphia, although the differ
ent congregations were widely removed from each other, and
the frequent passing to and fro between these points being
wearisome and even dangerous, nevertheless he resolved as far
as he had strength, to take care of all three congregations until
he should receive assistance. In 1744, June 6th, Muhlenberg
writes: "I am compelled by stern necessity to do the work of
school master: I keep school one week in Philadelphia, the
next in Providence, and the third in New Hanover; simply
for the purpose of preparing the larger youth and adults
whose instruction has been neglected for confirmation and for
the Lord's Supper,... In Providence I have already instructed
some twenty, confirmed them and admitted them to the holy
communion. Amongst these were several married persons. . . .
On Whit Monday I preached in Providence to a very large
congregation, and administered the Lord's Supper. I confirmed
six adults, some of them married persons, also two youths and
baptized two children."
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Shortly after this time assistance came to Muhlenberg in
the person of Rev. Peter Brunnholtz, who was sent by Rev.
Ziegenhagen of London, to assist in sowing the word among
these congregations. He arrived in Philadelphia January 26,
1745. Muhlenberg and Brunnholtz made no division of the
charge but worked together in all the congregations alter
nating from one to another.

At Trappe Brunnholtz first preached Sunday, February
7th, 1745. In the church record is the following entry: "On
the third Sunday after Epiphany, 1745, I Peter Brunnholtz
being regularly ordained, and called by the Rev. Court Chap
lain Ziegenhagen in London, and duly commissioned as second
Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran congregations in Phila
delphia, Germantown, New Providence and New Hanover, and
colleague of the very Rev. H. M. Muhlenberg, preached my in
troductory sermon in this Providence congregation, upon the
Gospel lesson for this day." The text was Matt. 8, 1-13; The
Centurion at Capernaum. They thus continued alternating
until June 1745, when a regular division of the charge took
place, with the full approbation of the congregations them
selves. In this division of labor Brunnholtz was assigned to
Philadelphia and Germantown, while Father Muhlenberg was
stationed at Providence, with New Hanover also in his charge.
It was perfectly understood by both pastors that they should
still continue to be mutually interested in the welfare of the
other congregations. This arrangement was made because
Brunnholtz was of a delicate constitution and could not stand
the exposure of the country in going from place to place, and
before this time Muhlenberg had purchased land in Providence,
upon which he desired to build. Muhlenberg moved to Provi
dence about July 1745, and immediately commenced the build
ing of a house. The walls of this house are still standing and is
now owned and occupied by Mr. Daniel Yerk, and stands north
east of the old church. Muhlenberg in a letter thus speaks of his
building: "Now as the result of all, was I had to move into the
country, I found that I had a very heavy undertaking in the
building of my house; I am yet in debt for the land, and be
sides, I had to begin the serious work of building empty
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handed. The congregation itself indeed ought to have built a
house for the pastor, but their poverty forbade it, especially as
the debt on the church had not been paid, so I was compelled to
begin the work myself, and it cost me about 200 pounds cur
rent money. Although it brings me somewhat into debt still I
have a respectable home where I can raise the necessary grain
for my bread, keep a horse, a pair of homed cattle, and keep
house with more comfort and economy."

Before his removal to his house in Providence, Muhlen-
berg was married on the 30th of April to Anna Maria, daugh
ter of the celebrated Indian Agent, Col. Conrad Weiser. In his
account of this marriage written to Halle, Muhlenberg shows
us certain traits of character, not often seen. He says:—

"As to my having taken a wife, I can say that it had
always been my intention to remain unmarried; but very likely
the devil, in his cunning, tried to involve me in a dilemma.
I was often vexed to find how many people were concerned
about securing my welfare through a marriage. When I was in
the city I was told "Sir, you must stay in this country and be
with us, I know a good espouse for you. Here or there is an
opportunity for you, etc." When I was in the country some
rude blunt settler would say: "The Parson must become my
son." Besides circumstances of a private nature often occurred
in the course of my pastoral duties, visiting the sick and the
like. Now had I yielded to the spirit and fashion of the world,
and made wealth an object, I would have been involved very
soon. But when I made up my mind to live unmarried, then the
devil went to work in an infamous way, with gross and out
rageous slanders to befoul me and my work. ... I could not
get along without some female attendant. I could not and
would not employ young girls, and old women require servants
themselves. Also when a clerical brother would visit me, then
such an attendant became specially necessary. As to the prin
ciple of selection I considered nothing than sincere piety as
requisite, such as might be "conversable" both for myself and
for my work. The Lord also regarded my prayers and granted
me a young woman who is pure of heart, pious, unpretentious,
meek, and active."
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Here Muhlenberg and his wife remained until 1761,
preaching every alternate Sunday. In the morning service he
preached in German, and in the afternoon in English because
there were rather more English than German inhabitants.
For the first two years he gave his salary 50 pounds ($225)
to the congregation to defray the expense of the church.

In this same year the church was regularly consecrated
to the worship of Almighty God. These services were held on
October 6th,, 1745, as before announced the church was not to
be consecrated before it was finished in all its parts, and this
having now been accomplished there was no longer any reason
for delay. The services were conducted by Father Muhlenberg,
assisted by the Revs. Brunnholtz, Tob. Wagner, and Nyberg.
The people in attendance amounted to many hundred, and
most of the services were held in the open air in front of the
church. On this day the church Record contains this remark
able statement: "At the time of the consecration of the church,
October 6th, Mr. Pawling's three negroes were baptized and
named John, Jacob, and Thomas. Pastor Brunnholtz, Wagner,
and Neroberg were the sponsors."

At this time the church was named "Augustus Lutheran
church" not Saint Augustus as now called, which is a corrup
tion of the original name. This name was given to it by Father
Muhlenberg in honor of his old preceptor and friend, Hermann
Augustus Francke, of Halle, Germany.

On June 17, 1750, the General Synod of the United States
met in this church at Providence. It numbered 69 Delegates;
so fast had the Lutheran church increased in seven years.
There was an immense crowd of spectators present. The sash
were removed and green bushes fixed around the outside of
the church to afford shade for the vast number that could not
find room within the sacred edifice. On July 8th, 1750, a con
stitution was adopted and signed by Muhlenberg and sixteen
members of the vestry. By this constitution: The Pastors and
vestry were required "to be watchful that no strange preacher
who was not in fellowship with us, whatever he may be pleased
to call himself, shall be allowed to preach or administer the
sacraments in our Augustus church or School House." The
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congregational accounts had to be reported the day after New
Year, when the Pastor's salary was also determined. The Pas
tor had two votes. No meeting of vestry could be held without
the Pastor and no resolution would be valid without his signa
ture, and many other matters that space and time are wanting
to rehearse. On April 7th, 1751, Muhlenberg confirmed 21
young persons.

During these years Muhlenberg seems to have had a gen
eral supervision of all the churches in the country. In com
pliance with most urgent solicitations he spent the summers
of the year 1751 and 1752, in the Lutheran Congregations of
New York city, and the Rev. Wm. Kurtz, Jr., filled his place
at Providence. In like manner he served in 1759 and '60 in
Raritan, New Jersey, and the same clergyman took his place
here. On October 18th, 1760, another general Synod was held
in Providence church.

Exactly one year later was a mournful time for the Provi
dence church for on the 18th day of October, 1761, Father
Muhlenberg preached his farewell sermon to this church and
removed with his family to Philadelphia. But although he was
removed from their midst still he was always considered the
Pastor and continued so to be until his death.

No. XV

Lutheran Church, Trappe (Continued)

When Muhlenberg left Trappe in 1761, he was still con
sidered Pastor of the Lutheran church. The congregration
proceeded however to elect the Rev. William Hartwig to fill
the post of local pastor, but he only remained for a few months,
for in the April following he left the congregation much to
their regret.

On May 16, 1762, Muhlenberg administered the Lord's
Supper at Providence, and induced the congregation to elect
Mr. Jacob Van Buskirk for six months, Muhlenberg promising
to preach every six weeks. Mr. Van Buskirk was at this time



gg BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

not an ordained preacher but simply a school teacher. At the
end of six months he was reelected, and continued preaching
here until the year 1794.

On June 28, 1763, Muhlenberg sold his house and lot in
Providence. The same day he said in his Journal, in speaking of
his sale, "I have reserved five acres situate along the road and
near the church, and several acres of woodland in the rear
which in future may serve for a convenient parsonage if a
house be built on it. The congregation shall have the first
refusal of it." Muhlenberg kept this lot until his death, then
his son General Peter Muhlenberg kept it for many years, and
it was not until 1836 that the lot was finally purchased of
Michael Shupe and the present parsonage erected thereon.
The congregation at this time was very poor and was indebted
to Muhlenberg a considerable sum of money.

Onthe 28th of November, 1763, Muhlenberg preached and
at the close of his sermon said that inasmuch as they feared
he or his heirs might claim the large sum, they acknowledged
they owed himon arrearage for manyyears salary,he publicly
and generously forgave them the entire debt on condition that
"they must call those alone for their pastor who are true mem
bers of the Lutheran ministerium." During the following year
1764, the church was without a regular pastor.

The following year 1765, Rev. John Ludwig Voigt was
elected pastor. This man was born Nov. 9, 1731, in Saxony,
educated at Halle and arrived in Philadelphia April 7, 1764.
Pastor Voigt had charge of the congregation until his death,
December 28th, 1800, but about the time of Muhlenberg's
return from Philadelphia in '76, he moved to Pikeland, Chester
county, and relinquished the special duties of the pastoral
duties some several years before his death, although nominally
the Pastor.

At the breaking out of the Revolution in 1776, Father
Muhlenberg moved from Philadelphia to Providence, and
occupied the house now owned by Abraham Hunsberger, op
posite St. Luke's Reformed church, Trappe. But as he was
growing oldand feeble he did not take the duties of the Pastor
upon his shoulders again, although he often preached in the old
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church. The part taken by Muhlenberg during the Revolution
as well as an account of how the old church was used as a hos
pital will not be related here, but in a subsequent article on
"The Revolutionary War."

On May 27, 1784, the University of Pennsylvania con
ferred on Father Muhlenberg the Title of "Doctor of Sacred
Theology."

The following receipt recorded in the Recorder's office of
Montgomery Co. shows that about this time the church re
ceived a bequest of fifty-three pounds. The receipt is as fol
lows : "New Providence. In the County of Montgomery, May
27, 1785, Received of the widow of inhabitant of
Vincent township Chester county, pursuant to the last Will
and testament of the deceased, Jacob Nuss, in behalf and for
the benefit of the German Lutheran church and congregation
in New Providence township, formerly in Philadelphia county,
now Montgomery county, received the sum of fifty-three
pounds current money of Pennsylvania. We received the said
sum in full of all demands as witness our hands. Attestation—
Henry M. Muhlenberg, Minister Senior of the said congrega
tion. Frederick Seltzer, Adam Prutzman, Frederick Lawer."

The grand old Patriarch was now rapidly feeling the ad
vance of age. He knew his days were few, and yet as long as
he was able he continued to preach. But the end soon came.
Late on Saturday evening, October 7, 1787, he passed peace
fully away to his reward. On the following Tuesday, October
10th, his remains were consigned to the tomb. An immense
concourse of people assembled to pay the last sad respect to
his memory. There were present the following Doctors of
Divinity, of the Lutheran church, viz.: Voigt E. Schultze,
(son-in-law of Muhlenberg, and father of ex-Governor
Schultze,) Helmuth Buskerk, Wildbaum, Roeller, Lehman and
Henry Ernestus Muhlenberg, his youngest son, and Reformed
clergymen Schlatterer and Daliger. The Rev. John L. Voigt,
pastor of the church, preached the funeral sermon in the open
air, the church being entirely too small to accommodate the
multitude. His text was a very appropriate one. Psalm XV.,
1-2. "Lord who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell
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in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly and worketh right
eousness and speaketh the truth in his heart."

He was buried directly back of the church he had loved
so well. A modest looking slab of marble marks to us this day
his final resting place. Upon this tombstone is inscribed the
following Latin Epitaph: "HOC./Monumentum Sacrum esto/
Memorial beati ac venerabilis/Henri Melchior Muhlenberg,
/S. Theological Doctor et/Senioris Ministerii Lutheran!/
Amerricani. /Nati, Sept. 6th, 1711, /Defuncti, October 7th,
1787. /Qualis et Quantus fuerit non/ignorabunt Sine Lapide/
Futurura Secul." Which translated would read as follows:

"Sacred be this monument to the memory of the blessed and
venerable Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Doctor of Sacred
Theology and Senior of the American Lutheran Ministerium.
Born, Sept. 6, 1711; Died, Oct. 7, 1787, who and what he was
future ages will know without a stone."

His noblest monument of stone still stands a constant

reminder to us of the greatness of the departed. Under the
same stone rest the remains of his beloved wife Anna Maria,
born June 24, 1727; Died, Aug. 23, 1802. The posterity of this
worthy couple will be treated of in a later chapter.

After the death of Muhlenberg, Pastor Voigt continued
the only pastor until about the year 1793 or '94, when these
duties were undertaken by the Rev. G. Frederick Weinland
who was born at Roemheid, Germany, and arrived at Phila
delphia 1786, Aug. 18th. He lived at New Hanover, and had
charge of both congregations until 1796, when he was removed
on account of his too great love for strong drink. Shortly after
this he reformed and again commenced preaching. He lived
in the school house at Trappe, where he died in 1808, and was
buried there.

The next Pastor was, the Rev. J. P. Hecht, born in Bucks
county. Pa., February 29,1790, preached first in Pottstown; in
1809 was elected pastor at Trappe, where he remained until
1814, when he accepted a call as pastor to Easton, Pa. While
in the Trappe he was an especial friend of Francis R. Shunk,
then the village school teacher.

Pastor Hecht's successor at Trappe, Limerick, and Potts-
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town, that then constituted one charge, was Henry Anast.
Geissenhainer, who lived first in Whitpain three miles from
Norristown, then moved to Pottstown. He was born at Muhleln,
Prussia, Dec. 12, 1773, and came to America with his older
brother who succeeded him in his pastoral work. He served the
Trappe church well and acceptably from 1814 to 1821, when
he accepted a call to Pittsburg. While on a friendly visit to
Trappe, on the 12th of April, 1823, he died and was buried in
the Augustus cemetery. His funeral was attended by five
clergymen and five divinity students who acted as pall-bearers.
Rev. John C. Becke, of Germantown, preached the funeral
sermon from the text 2nd Tim. 4-7: "I have fought the good
fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith."

As before stated the next pastor was the older brother of
the last. Dr. Frederick Wm. Geissenhainer, who with his son
Frederick William, Jr., lived at Vincent, Chester county. The
father and son were associated in the pastoral care of the
Trappe and Vincent churches. Pastor Geissenhainer was bom
at Muhleim, June 26, 1771, educated at the University of
Geissen, arrived at Philadelphia in 1793. From 1821 to April
1823, this arrangement continued, when the elder Geissen
hainer received a call to New York city, which he accepted,
leaving his son Frederick William, Jr., in entire control. The
elder was an accurate and diligent scholar, and was of quite
a scientific turn of mind, being among the earliest experi
menters in the smelting of iron ore with Anthracite coal, and
erected many stacks with which to experiment.

The younger Geissenhainer continued the work until the
year 1827, when he also removed to New York in answer to a
call. The resignation of this last pastor created quite a com
motion in the congregation at the time. After his sermon one
Sunday morning, the pastor announced to his congregation
that he had received a call of the Lord to preach in New York;
after dismissal he was met at the door by several of his mem
bers who were very indignant that he should leave them. Henry
Prizer, one of the influential members, told him he was called
by the money, and not by the Lord, to which John Shantz, the
hotel keeper, reponded in German, not very elegantly: "Der
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Devil hot sle gerufen, nicht Der Herr." (The Devil has called
you, not the Lord.) However he responded to the call and
moved to New York.

No. XVI

Lutheran Church, Trappe (Continued)

On the 22nd of July, 1827,. Rev. Jacob Wampole was
elected Pastor of the church in place of Frederick William
Geissenhainer, Jr., resigned; who faithfully ministered in this
place until April 27,1834. It was during his pastorate that the
congregation on the 12th of April, 1880, decided upon having
an equal number of German and English sermons. It was also
unanimously determined that so long as ten members insisted
upon the continuation of this arrangement, it could not he
changed. In April 1834, a division of the charge of Pastor
Wampole was made by which he was transferred to Chester
county where he remained for two years, when he returned
and again took charge of the Trappe congregation. The inter
mediate space which elapsed from the time of Wampole's
leaving Trappe till his return in 1836, was well occupied by the
Rev. John W. Richards, a grandson of Father Muhlenberg.
Pastor Richards is spoken of as being one of the most success
ful workers that ever ministered at this church. It was during
his Pastorate the unprecedented No. of 90 catechumens were
added to the church at a single confirmation, and it was also
during his ministry that the first Sunday school of Trappe was
established, mainly through his efforts, well seconded by
Matthias Haldeaman, Esq., and Maj. Daniel Fry.

It was also during the ministry of Rev. Mr. Richards
that the German Reformed congregation of Trappe which had
been for many years holding their services in the Lutheran
church, alternately, left this church and erected their own
building in the lower part of the village. The reason of this
disagreement seems to have been the desire on the part of the
Reformed people to hold a series of revival meetings in the
Lutheran church. Rev. J. Guldin who was then the German
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Eeformed Pastor wrote to the vestry of the Lutheran congre
gation from East Vincent, under date of April 16,1835, asking
them to grant him the use of their church for a series of re
vival meetings, and appointing a committee consisting of Dr.
Wack and Henry Shade to wait upon the members of the
Vestry personally in reference to the subject. Four days later
the vestry met and adopted the following Resolution which was
forwarded to Rev. Mr. Guldin: "April 20, 1835—Resolved,
That it is inexpedient at this time, either for our, or any other
congregation to hold a Protracted meeting in this church.
Signed: Jacob Fry, President." This as well as some other
matters of disagreement between the two congregations led
to the building of the Reformed church. From Trappe, Rev.
Mr. Richards was called to a church in Reading. During his
sojourn in Trappe he married one of the fair daughters for
which the village has always been noted. He and Andora Gar-
ber were married May 21, 1835.

In 1836, April 4, Rev. Mr. Wampole returned and again
took charge of the congregation, and remained until his death
shortly after.

It was in June 1836, that the congregation purchased the
5 acres of land before spoken of as reserved by Muhlenberg,
of Michael Shupe for $1150, and erected thereon the present
Parsonage adjoining the church lot. Wampole moved into this
Parsonage in July 1837, but he did not long occupy this con
venient home for the following 3rd of January 1838 he died
of Quinsy. His funeral took place on the 6th of January, and the
old church was filled to its utmost capacity for the fourth time
to pay the last tribute of respect to the church Pastor. There
were present on that occasion his clerical brethren Revs.
Roeller, Sr., Conrad Miller, F. Ruthrauf, G. Heilig, and J. W.
Richards, and Reformed brethren Revs. J. Kneip, J. Guldin,
Baster and Gerhard, Rev. Mr. Reynolds, Baptist, and the Rev.
Abraham Hunsicker, Menonist.

The Rev. Roeller spoke at the house. Rev. Conrad Miller
preached at the church in German, from John XVI; 22. He was
followed by the Rev. F. Ruthrauf in English, from Psalm CII;
23-24. He is buried in the cemetery connected with the church
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he served so well, and his dust lies near to that of his illus
trious predecessor Father Muhlenberg. His tombstone contains
the following simple inscription: "Sacred to the Memory of
Rev. Jacob Wampole, Born: Dec. 26, 1802. Died: Jan. 3,
1838. Aged, 35 years and 8 days. "To me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain."

In April 1838, the Trappe congregation extended a call to
the Rev. Henry S. Miller who accepted and served faithfully
until May 1852, a term of 14 years, during which time he
endeared himself to the people of the place. From his fatherly
relation to all the people he went by the name of Pop Miller,
not spoken offensively but rather a name of endearment.

Two matters during this Pastorate are worthy of note,
the first was the Centennial celebration of the laying of the
Corner Stone of the old Trappe church. One hundred years had
sped away since Father Muhlenberg had first laid the comer
stone of the first Lutheran church of Providence. What a faith
ful subject for moralizing and how eminently proper that this
centennial celebration should be thus celebrated. The celebra
tion commenced on Saturday, April 29th, 1843, and continued
for four days.

On Saturday, April 29th, Rev. E. Peixoto preached in
German from Ex. XV-IS, and the Pastor of the church, Rev.
H. S. Miller delivered an address Preparatory to the Ordinance
of the Lord's Supper to be administered on the following day.

On Sunday the Pastor in the morning preached on "Rev
erence due to the House of God" after which the Lord's Supper
was administered to 140 communicants. In the afternoon the
Rev. Jno. W. Richards, former pastor, preached in English
from Luke XIV; 28-30. Monday morning—Sermon by Rev. H.
S. Miller. Afternoon Sermon by C. F. Welden, of Vincent,
Chester county. Eph. 4 :-l

Tuesday, May 2nd, was the day especially set apart for
the celebration. The old church was tastefully decorated within
and without with evergreens; a procession of the invited guests
formed in the school house and from thence marched to the

church building where the grandson of Father Muhlenberg,
Rev. Jno. W. Richards, preached a sermon entitled "The Fruit-



PROVIDENCE 63

ful Retrospect" basing his remarks on Psalm LXXVIII; 2-8.
In this sermon he gave a general outline of the History of the
church for the last century, and then concluded with the les
sons to be drawn from such a history. This sermon was pub
lished in pamphlet form, and from it the author has culled
much of what has appeared in these sketches. At this celebra
tion there were present the following grandchildren of the old
Patriarch, Muhlenberg, viz.: Hon. M. S. Richards and his son
William Augustus of Reading; Rev. John W. Richards, Ger-
mantown; Mrs. Charlotte F. Oakeley, Mrs. Hetty Heister of
Reading, and her daughter, Mrs. Ann Jones, and her son,
Francis Heister. Many persons are still living who well re
member this celebration.

During the Pastorate of Rev. Mr. Miller, the congregation
suffered much on account of lack of room in the old church.

In a century the congregation had grown greatly, and the old
building had become entirely too small and therefore it became
necessary to erect a new building.

In the year 1851, it was resolved by the congregation to
erect a new building near the old one. The corner stone of the
new building (the walls of which still stand though now
greatly improved), was laid with appropriate services on the
8th of August, 1852, Rev. J. W. Richards officiating. But
Rev. Miller did not remain to see the building completed.

Rev. Miller was succeeded by the Rev. 6. A. Wentzel, and
it was during his short pastorate that the new building was
completed and consecrated. This ceremony was performed on
the 6th of November, 1853. Revs. John C. Baker, D.D., Dr.
Richards and G. A. Wentzel, Pastor Loci, taking part in these
exercises. Since that time the congregation has been worship
ping in the new church, although for many years the Sunday
School continued to be held in the old church. Wentzel acted as

Pastor until October 1854. From December 1854 to February
1859, Rev. A. S. Link was pastor, who was in turn succeeded by
the Rev. G. Sill who served from '59 to '64.

In 1859 the Sunday School moved into the new church
building, because the roof of the old building was leaking, and
the building was hardly habitable. On the 16th of February,



04 BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

1860, a violent storm of wind and rain carried away part of
the roof of the old church leaving the old walls standing in a
very exposed condition. A meeting of the congregation was
called for February 28th to consult as to what should be done
with this old building. The result of this meeting was that S.
Gross Fry, Horace Royer, and Rev. Mr. Sill were appointed a
committee to ascertain the cost of placing the building in
proper repair, and take subscriptions towards raising the
money needed; provided they were not to draw from the gen
eral church Treasury. The committee met with very little suc
cess in the neighborhood, and were almost giving up in despair
when the Rev. William Augustus Muhlenberg, D.D., of New
York city, great grandson of the Patriarch, and some other
descendants of Father Muhlenberg subscribed enough money
to put the building in proper repair. The Building Committee
then went to work and placed a new roof upon the old walls,
plastered the walls, and generally repaired the building. On
the 5th and 6th of September, 1860, the formal exercises of
re-opening the old church were held. The committee very
properly invited the Rev. Wm. Augustus Muhlenberg, D.D., to
preach, who accepted and preached from the same pulpit from
which his great grandfather preached over 100 years before.
Revs. Julius W. Mann of Philadelphia, Jacob Fry of Carlisle
(now of Reading) and E. W. Hutter of Philadelphia also
preached. There were also present Revs. G. F. Miller, G. A.
Baer, J. W. Hassler, Wm. Weaver, H. Wendt, and J. F. Wam-
pole, Lutherans; Revs. Dr. Cruse and Willet, Episcopal; Revs.
Dechant and Kooken, Reformed.

. The remaining history of the ministerial succession is
well known and will not be enlarged on. Suffice it to say that
from 1864 to 1874, Rev. John Kohler filled the position of
Pastor, while from 1874 the Rev. 0. P. Z. Smith, the present
popular incumbent, had very satisfactorily ministered to this
charge. During his pastorate the new church was entirely
remodeled making it a two story church and very handsomely
furnishing the same. The congregation is prosperous and has
no doubt a grand future before it. The old church is hardly
cared for as it should be. This is an old relic and should be
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devoutly cared for by the church. In the days of prosperity
forget not the humble building in which the forefathers loved
so well to gather themselves. There yet remains in connection
with the old church to consider the School Teacher, the Musi
cians and the posterity of the sainted Muhlenberg. This will
occupy the next chapters.

No. XVII

Muhlenberg's Descendants

The History of the Old Trappe church and the life of
Muhlenberg would be incomplete without a sketch of his de
scendants born and reared in our township. We do not propose
to give a complete genealogy of the Muhlenberg family but
only of the immediate descendants.

The eldest born of Henry Melchior and Anna Maria
Muhlenberg was John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg—generally
known as General Peter Muhlenberg—and in his autograph
even discarding his first name and signing simply P. Muhlen
berg. He was born at Trappe, October 1,1746, between eleven
and twelve o'clock, p.m., baptized Oct. 14, in the old Trappe
church. His sponsors were John N. Kurtz, Rev. Peter Brunn-
holtz, Gabriel Masman, and John Frederick Vigera. On April
27, 1763, at the age of sixteen with his two brothers he was
sent to Halle, Germany, to take a course in Theology. He was
sent to Dr. Ziegenhagen with a letter from his father, who
says his chief fault and bad inclination had been his fondness
for hunting and fishing. From Halle he ran off and joined a
German regiment of soldiers, where he remained about a year.
He came back to America in 1766. Under his father's instruc
tion he studied Theology, and in 1768, he was ordained a min
ister and was stationed in New Jersey. In 1772 he visited
England to receive Episcopal ordination. On his return he took
charge of a Lutheran church in Virginia. While here he took
a very prominent part in the political affairs of the State, and
was elected a member of the state assembly, and became a
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warm friend and supporter of Patrick Henry. About the
middle of January 1776, the country was plunged into the
Revolutionary war; at this time he resolved to quit the pulpit
for the army. He delivered his farewell sermon on "The duties
men owe their country." The church was crowded; he preached
a powerful sermon, ending by saying: "that in the language of
Holy Writ, there is a time for all things, a time to preach and
a time to pray, but those times have passed away;" and in a
voice that re-echoed through the church like a trumpet blast
"that there was a time to fight and that time had now come."
The sermon finished, he pronounced the benediction, a breath
less silence brooding over the congregation. Deliberately put
ting off the gown, he stood before them a girded warrior, and
descending from the pulpit, ordered the drums at the church
door to beat for recruits. He formed a company and enlisted
for the War. We will not attempt to give his army experience;
that is National History. On February, 1777, he was made a
Brigadier General and fought throughout the whole war. Upon
the termination of the war he removed to Trappe and lived
with his father for several years, afterwards building and
living at the house now owned and occupied by the Hon. Lewis
Royer. On February 22, 1784, he set out from Trappe on
horseback for Ohio, then a wilderness, to locate lands for
himself and his soldiers, where he remained until the follow
ing July. In 1785, he was elected Vice President of Pennsyl
vania, Franklin being President. He was reelected in '86, '87,
and '88—at the formation of the Federal Constitution he was
elected a member of Congress, and served in the 1st, 3rd, and
other Congresses with great ability. In 1797 he was a member
of the State assembly. In 1801, he was chosen to represent our
state in the U. S. Senate, which honor he resigned the follow
ing year. In 1803 he was appointed Collector of the Port in
Philadelphia, which position he retained until his death in
1807. Besides these state and national positions he filled a
great many local offices. He was one of the Commissioners of
the Perkiomen Bridge Lottery and several other positions of
like character. On April 22, 1800, he was appointed Maj.
General of Pennsylvania militia for 7 years. Upon the estab-



PROVIDENCE 67

lishment of the Order of Cincinnati he was elected their first

President; all these offices he filled with scrupulous fidelity.
He died at Trappe, October 1st, 1807. He was tall in per

son, very active in body, and of undaunted bravery. His cool
ness and determination combined with his correct judgment
made him one of the men on whom General Washington relied
for success. Two of his sons survived him. Peter was a Major
in the war of 1812, and Francis a representative in Congress
from Ohio. Several of his descendants still live. A few years
ago Gen. Peter Muhlenberg was chosen as one of the repre
sentatives of the State of Pennsylvania, whose statue has been
placed in the National Gallery at Washington. His remains
rest quietly beside the tomb of his father, near the peaceful
village church which witnessed his baptism. His tombstone
bears this simple yet truthful Epitaph: "Sacred to the Memory
of/GEN'L. Peter MuHLENBERG,/Born: Oct. 1, 1746. Died:
Oct. 1,1807./Aged 61 years./He was brave in the field ;/Faith-
ful in the Cabinet./Honorable in all his transactions./A Sin
cere Friend, and an/Honest Man."

He owned considerable land in Providence township; his
brother-in-law General Francis Swaine was his executor.

Eva Elizabeth Muhlenberg, the second child, was born
January 29, 1748; baptized February 10th. Sponsors: her
grandmother Eva Weiser and Mrs. Elizabeth Schleydorn. She
died young.

The third child was Frederick Augustus Conrad Muhlen
berg, born at Trappe January 2, 1750; baptized January 15.
Sponsors: His grandfather, Conrad Weiser, Frederick Mars-
teller, Dr. Ziegenhagen, and Prof. Augustus Francke. He
went with his older brother Peter to Halle, and there took a
thorough course in Theology and became an accomplished
scholar. On his return he took charge of a church in the city of
New York, where he remained until the entry of the British
into that city during the Revolution. Being an ardent Patriot
he could not remain in the city with safety to himself. He
therefore removed to Providence, afterwards to New Hanover
where he became Pastor, also assisting his father at Trappe.
In 1779 he was elected to the State Assembly; 1783, a member
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of the Executive council. Upon the formation of Montgomery-
county in 1784, he was appointed Justice of the Peace for
Providence township, and also one of the Judges of Montgom
ery county. He was a member of the Continental Congress for
two years. In 1787 he was a delegate to the State Convention
to adopt the Federal Constitution and was made its President.
He was the first speaker of Congress, having been twice
elected to that high position; from 1784 to '89 he was Register
and Recorder of Montgomery county. He was twice a candi
date for Governor of Pennsylvania in '93 and '96, being beaten
by Gov. Mifflin. In 1800 he was appointed Receiver General
of the Pennsylvania Law office which he held till his death in
1802, aged 52 years. He was a man of great learning, strictly
honest and faithful to every trust committed to his charge.

Margaretta Henrietta Muhlenberg was born at Trappe,
Sept. 17th,. 1751; she married Matthias Richards of Berks
county. She was the mother of the Rev. John W. Richards
before spoken of.

Gottlieb Henry Ernst Muhlenberg was born at Trappe,
November 17th, 1753, baptized December 4. Sponsors: Henry
Kepler, Gottlieb Mittleberger, and Mr. Heinzelman. He ac
companied his two older brothers to Halle, being then but 9
years of age. There he remained until he was eighteen. Re
turning in 1770 he became pastor of the Lutheran church in
Philadelphia. Like his brother he had to leave this city when
the British entered. He removed his family to the home of his
father and shortly thereafter to New Hanover where he filled
the pastoral chair for several years. While stationed at New
Providence and New Hanover he devoted himself to Botany
and Mineralogy and became one of the greatest of American
Botanists. In 1780 he removed to Lancaster where he lived
until his death in 1815, at the age of 62. He was distinguished
for his talents, piety, usefulness and extensive literary and
scientific acquirements.

Mary Muhlenberg was the sixth child, born November 5,
1756. She married General Francis Swaine, the first President
of the Bank of Montgomery county, Norristown, and Sheriff
of the county. He lived at one time in the house now occupied
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by Hon. Lewis Royer. She is buried near her father at Trappe.
On her tombstone appears the following yet beautiful Epi
taph. "An affectionate wife—^indulgent parent,/and sympa
thising friend;/ Of mild and gentle manners, and of a/ feeling
and benevolent heart./She lived tenderly beloved and died/
deeply lamented."

By the side of his grandfather rest the ashes of Henry
W. Muhlenberg, the eldest son of Frederick Augustus, born
July 21, 1772; died Sept. 23, 1805. He was a Lutheran clergy
man of New York city.

It is only necessary to add that very many descendants
of these good people still live in our and neighboring states,
but time and space forbid to mention. Many have attained
eminence in the pulpit, the Army, the Forum, and the Senate,
and Providence is proud of them all, claiming a fatherly in
terest in their prosperity. We know of none of Muhlenberg's
descendants that now live in Providence townships. Some live
in Reading, Lancaster, and Allentown, where there is a Muh
lenberg college named in honor of the family.

No. XXI

Providence During the Revolutionary War

It should always be of interest to any section of the coun
try to know what part its people took in the war of the Revo
lution. Providence borders on one of the most sacred spots in
that memorable struggle. The sacred hills of Valley Forge rear
their venerable heads within sight of this township, and only
separated by the Schuylkill river. But very few know what
part that struggle was enacted on our own territory. To briefly
trace this history will be our present pleasing task. We have
our heroes as well as our deserters; we have the relics of camp
as well as skirmish; we have a house occupied by Washington
at his headquarters, and numerous houses where the prominent
officers of the American cause were quartered, as well as
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homes that were thrown open to the British Generals and even
to Lord Howe.

We have the most meagre information as to who of our
citizens enlisted in the cause, but we know that for its size and
population, Providence township furnished its full quota.
About the only evidence we have of the time of enlistment of
Providence men is from the Journal of Father Muhlenberg of
Trappe. I copy a few of these extracts as follows: July 21,
1776. "A company from Reading about 100 on March to New
Jersey. The army encamped for the night in Providence."

July 28, 1776. "Party of militia from Berks county
marched past with fife and drum, intending to lie for the
night in the village of Providence and tomorrow to proceed on
their march to Jersey."

Saturday, Aug. 3, 1776. "As a company of militia com
posed of inhabitants of Providence is to march next Monday,
I am requested to give them a parting exhortation on Sunday."

Sunday, Aug. 4, 1776. "Preached to a very large congre
gation—^many of them soldiers. Preached in English, from
Ephesians, VI-10: 'Finally, my brethren be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might;' and in German from Deuter
onomy XX:1-4—** 'The Lord your God is he that goeth with
you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.' There
was much weeping because women must send their husbands,
their sons and fathers to the war."

Monday, Aug. 5, 1776. "Company marched from Provi
dence, many women weeping; one of their number Henry
Schrack, requested me to baptize his child."

One week later we have this entry—Monday, Aug. 12,
1776. "Buried the son of Christian Reiss, who is obliged to
march with militia. Capt. Elisha Davis with company of rifles
marched past, towards Philadelphia."

Friday, Aug. 16. "Col. Burds batalion from Douglas town
ship, marched past with many of our members of our congre
gation from Pottsgrove and New Hanover, addressed them."

Thursday, Aug. 23, 1776. "At 8 o'clock. Col. Potts' two
companies halted at Providence church; I was requested to



PROVIDENCB tJI

exhort to them in English and German. English, 1st Sam'l 17,
and German, 27th Psalm. Captain Richards' company of New
Hanover passed. Fred preached on Neh. 4-14," and so it con
tinues showing that the great road was the path to the field
of battle.

But some of them that went so readily soon grew weary
of the exposure and trial of camp life; and as it is our duty to
state all the facts, it is necessary to state the unpleasant truth
that quite a large number of our Providence boys deserted as is
shown by the following advertisements:

"Perth Amby, Aug. 29, 1776. Thirty-six Pounds
Reward. Deserted from Gapt. Edwards company in the
5th batalion of Philadelphia county militia, commanded by Col.
John Bull, now laying at Perth Amby in N. J., the following
persons viz.: Thomas Vanderslice, Cadwalader Jones, Joseph
Shambough, Andrew Bell, Abram Skeen, William Groves and
John Schrack; all well made straight young men, about (or
pretty near) six feet high; also John Bryn a thick well set
fellow; John Balthust, of a swarthy complexion; Jacob Taney
a well set fellow; Daniel Taney a fresh coloured young fellow;
and George Hyh, all formerly associators; and living in New
Providence township; where it is suspected they have now
gone. The two first mentioned, deserted in Philadelphia three
weeks ago, and the rest went altogether east. Whoever takes
up and secures said deserters so that they be brought back
again, shall receive the above reward or eight dollars for
each pair, by

John Edwards, Captain."

"Perth Amby, Aug. 29, 1776. Deserted from Capt.
Jacob Peterman's company of associated commanded by Col.
John Bull on the 24th inst. John Harple, sergeant bon. p.c. 5
ft., 8, hair fair, 18 yrs. Peter Shunk, p.c. 6 ft. dark brown hair,
dark com. lusty made, a wheelwright, 25 years. Francis Shunk,
p.c., 5 feet 10 inches, has dark brown hair, dark complex, a
Tanner 29 years. John Harple, p.c. 5, 8 black hair, swarthy
com. Cordwaner 25 yrs. Christian Dull, p.c. 5, 11 dark brown
hair, 30 years of age, cordwane. They all went off with the
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rifle shuts, and took their clothing with them. Whoever takes
up &c., three pounds each."

On the 15th of September a large number of freight
wagons crossed the Schuylkill, passed through Trappe loaded
with ammunition, bound for Bethlehem.

The time when Providence took an important part in the
Revolution was after the battle of Brandywine, and until after
the battle of Germantown. It was the darkest period of the
Revolutionary War. The battle of the Brandywine was fought
and lost on the 11th of September, 1777. "This morning" says
Dr. Muhlenberg on that day "we heard hard and long con
tinued cannonading, which seemed to be about thirty miles off
towards the Brandywine creek." This battle was the first of a
series of maneuvers for the possession of Philadelphia by the
British, and its defense by the Americans. The consternation
caused to the people of Providence by the battle, and the events
of the next month or two can be best described by quoting
the Journal of Muhlenberg whose residence at Trappe was
directly in the midst of the operations of both armies. The
day after the battle, Friday, Sept. 12, he says: "We received
one message after another, that the loss of the American Army
was very serious, and this evening my son Fred returned from
Philadelphia with his wife and child with the news that the
British army was already near the city. In the afternoon, six
wagons with a guard passed by; they conveyed the principal
captive Quakers to Augusta county, Virginia. Now, Pennsyl
vania prepare to meet the Lord your God."

Sunday, Sept. 14. "A restless Sabbath. No end to chaises,
coaches and wagons with fugitives. A gentleman of intelligence
informed me where the British army was encamped, and sup
posed that a division would cross the Schuylkill near us and
take the great road to Philadelphia, and that our Providence
would be the scene of their march or even the battle field."

Tuesday, Sept. 16th. "This afternoon about one o'clock,
we heard towards the south-west, about fourteen miles from us
a sharp battle with field pieces and small arms in the midst of
a heavy rain." This was the battle of Warren's Tavern in Ches
ter county. Here an engagement was commenced when the
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rain began pouring down in torrents which necessitated a
cessation of hostilities and a retreat to French creek. This left

Philadelphia open to the British, which army immediately
moved to the Schuylkill river at Fatland Ford near Valley
Forge. Concerning these days Muhlenberg says: "Wednesday,
Sept. 17th. Since yesterday and the whole night through the
stormy rain has continued and still continues. The poor chil
dren of men in both armies are badly off and must bear the
cold wind and rain without tents or shelter, which particularly
at this period of the equinox causes serious illness. Here am I,
old and worn out, with a sick wife subject to hysterical
Paroxysms; have with me two daughters, two sons' wives with
two infant children, and my sons' parents-in-law, and expect
every day and hour that a British division will cross the
Schuylkill and treat us without distinction, as the providence
of God has ordered and will allow. We cannot well fly for
there is no safe place. Where the armies do not reach there are
thieves, robbers, and murderers who take advantage of the
present times and condition."

The movement of the British to Fatland Ford was only a
feint, designed to draw Washington farther away from Phila
delphia. Washington was led to believe that the enemy intended
moving up the great road through Trappe to Reading, where
the supplies of the American army were then in store. Wash
ington therefore and his whole army of eight thousand con
tinentals, and two thousand militia, crossed the Schuylkill at
Parker's Ford, (now Lawrenceville) into Montgomery county
and marched down towards Providence coming out on the
great road at what is now the Tanyard just above St. Augustus
Lutheran church. Muhlenberg says: "Friday, Sept. 19, 1777.
In the afternoon we had news that the British troops on the
other side of the Schuylkill had marched down towards Provi
dence, and with a telescope we could see their camps. In con
sequence of this the American army four miles from us forded
the Schuylkill and came upon the Philadelphia road at the
Augustus church, but were wet breast high. His excellency
General Washington was with the troops who marched past
here to the Perkiomen. The procession lasted ,the whole night.
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and we had all kinds of visits from officers wet to the breast,
who had to march in that condition, the cold damp night
through; and to bear hunger and thirst at the same time. This
robs them of courage and health, and instead of prayers, we
hear from most the national evil, curses. At midnight a Regi
ment encamped on the bare ground in the road before my
house. Some vegetables and chickens were taken." In Mar
shall's life of Washington, page 161, we are told that on .that
day "Washington and his army encamped on both sides of the
Perkiomen creek." Their camp extended from Trappe to the
lower end of Evansburg, stretched along the great road. Wash
ington himself took up his headquarters in the house now occu
pied by D. Morgan Casselberry, Esq. Mr. Casselberry is still
able to point out the very room occupied by Washington. He
remained here until Sunday night, making preparation for a
battle which he expected every hour, for the British were only
three or four miles away. This was the first experience Provi
dence had of actual, real horrible war. On Saturday, Septem
ber 20, Muhlenberg says: "The two armies are near together,
the Americans on this side and the British on the other side
of the Schuylkill. Our weaker vessels have baked bread twice
to-day, and distributed all the food we had to the sick and ail
ing. In the evening a nurse with three English children of a
fugitive family of consequence from Philadelphia arrived and
could get no farther as it was night. They begged for lodging
which we granted, as good or bad as we had it. 'Give shelter
willingly' (Romans XII-13) particularly to children who are
yet saints. There were also two negroes, servants of the Eng
lish family, who wished to one another in secret that the
British might be victorious as then all negroe slaves would be
free; and this opinion is said to be general among all negroes
in America. Sunday, Sept. 21st. In the afternoon we heard that
the British army was in motion and that it was probable they
would come upon the great road at our house and attack the
American army. We were advised to fly as a battle might take
place and our house be plundered and burned. My son Henry's
wife determined to go to New Hanover and wished us two old
people to accompany her. I saw no possibility, but wished my
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sickly wife to go and leave me behind alone. She was not to be
persuaded, but would rather live, suffer and die with me in
Providence. At twelve o'clock at night the advance of the
American army with many fieldpieces came past, and some
of them knocked at our door, as if to break it in. Our people
rose and asked them what they wanted, and were answered
Fire! A German Captain however, drove them off."

No. XXII

Providence During the Revolutionary War (Continued)

It seems that Washington now determined to make no fur
ther effort to save Philadelphia, and although he occupied an
advantageous position on the Perkiomen, yet, as before stated,
about midnight of the 21st, the advance guard passed up
towards Pottstown, and the following day the 22nd the whole
American army with Washington marched up the great road
and encamped on the hUls right above Trappe, with different
companies scattered around the village at various places. One
company under General Armstrong, being composed of Penn
sylvania militia encamped near Lutheran church; another
on the Dewees farm, on that part known as "Ohio." The same
day, September 22, the whole British army under Lord Howe
crossed the Schuylkill into Providence at Fatland's Ford. The
expectation was that the British would attack the American
army on the great road at Trappe, and Washington accord
ingly prepared his army for battle. But such was not the plan
of the British, for while a feint was made as though to march
to Trappe, yet Howe with his whole army moved south along
the Schuylkill for a considerable distance towards Philadel
phia, and encamped with his left near Swedes' Ford, and his
right on the Manatawny road, having Stony Run (Stony
Creek) for the front. Here they remained for a few days and
afterwards entered Philadelphia on the 26th inst. During the
interval they kept the whole township as well as the American
army in a tremor for fear of an attack. This is the only day
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that a hostile army was over in this township, and it is to be
hoped it will prove the last; although during the following
winter, small scouting parties of British often came into the
township to observe the doings of the American army on the
opposite banks of the Schuylkill at Valley Forge.

"The same evening the American army retired on the New
Hanover road as far as my son Fred's house, leaving open the
road to Philadelphia for the British." (Muhlenberg). The
American army remained in Pottsgrove and New Hanover
until September 25th, although small parties were roaming
all over the surrounding country. On Tuesday, September 23,
Muhlenberg says: "Last night a scouting party of American
Light Infantry were driven over the Perkiomenby the British,
and encamped by our house. During the night a neighbor
wished me to go and see Gen. Maxwell to release his son who
was taken prisoner as a British Spy. The main army is up in
New Hanover 36 miles from Philadelphia."

Wednesday, September 24th. "Last night we slept quietly,
under the gracious protection of God; a portion of the British
army is still lying about five miles from our house, and to-day
another army is coming back from New Hanover. Towards
evening we saw several high rising smokes, and are informed
that the British have burned the houses of many militia offi
cers. It is supposed they will come up and attack the American
avant-guard tonight."

For damages done by the British on this occasion, Isaac
Pawling was afterwards allowed 57 pounds; Nathan Pawling
24, and Elijah Davis 100 pounds.

On Thursday, September 25, the American army remained
in camp at Pottsgrove but the surrounding country was over
run with soldiers and stragglers. Muhlenberg says: "God's
might and goodness has listened to our prayers and protected
us. The report is that the British soldiers behave barbarously.
They yesterday hanged up an old man of seventy or eighty
years of age, and when nearly dead, cut him down again:
to-day will have its own evils. Yesterday evening we had plenty
of visitors, and to-day we had to breakfast Lord Sterling,
General Wayne, their aids and other officers. At two in the
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afternoon, a cold heavy rain commenced and continued nearly
all night The poor soldiers must suffer much as they have no
tents. Our barn was full of those seeking shelter, and the little
hay we had saved for winter was scattered and spoiled." In
the evening General Washington himself came down as far as
Trappe. At this day the British and Hessians were encamped
at the Skippack road.

On the following day the American army moved from
Pottsgrove towards Providence, until they came near Limerick
Square when they changed the course of their march and
moved to Schwenksville. It was a cold, rough, windy day, eight
thousand Continentals and two thousand militia went into
camp at Pennypacker's mill, (now Schwenksville). At the
same time Gen. Armstrong with some three or four thousand
Pennsylvania militia continued on down the Great road and
encamped at Trappe, making their principal headquarters in
the Lutheran church. The farmers in the vicinity did,not look
with very great favor upon their visitors. Their barns were
just filled with the crops, and the poorly supplied militia had
learned how to forage with effect. Every farmer removed his
horses to a safe place, and to tell the whole truth, there were
a great many of the farmers still loyal to the British crown.
It is reported (I will not vouch for the truth of it) that about
this time the Rector of St. James' Episcopal Church who was
loyal to his king and head of the church, was denounced as
a Tory and given a coat of tar and feathers and compelled to
flee the country. Saturday, September 27th. Father Muhlen-
berg presents this dark picture of the action of the militia
during their stay here. He says: "To-day I was requested to
bury the child of one of our vestrymen. I went to the church
but found to my sorrow that a regiment of Pennsylvania
militia had quartered in the church and school house. The
church was quite filled with officers and soldiers and their
arms. It was full at the organ on which one was playing, and
others singing to it. Below was an abundance of straw and
manure and on the altar they had their victuals. In short I
saw in miniature the spirit of destruction in holy places. I went
in but did not think it prudent to say anything to the crowd, as
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they began to mock, and several called to the player of the
organ to play a Hessian March. I sought Col. Dunlap and asked
if this was the promised protection to civil and religious
liberty. He excused himself by saying that the militia was com
posed of men of all nations, and it was difficult to keep up
strict discipline with them. The Schoolmaster complained that
they had destroyed his buckwheat and garden vegetables. I
could not help him as my own lot of three acres near the
church was full of buckwheat in blossom, and for which I had
hoped a frugal supply for winter; had twenty horses in it,
wasting far more than they consumed, and if one says a word
you are called a Tory." It seems the militia were always more
destructive to the crops of the inhabitants than to the enemies
of their country. On this same day General Sraallwood joined
the army with a reinforcement of one thousand Maryland
militia.

The next day was Sunday and the people of Providence
were early awakened by very heavy firing of artillery that
seemed to come from Pennypacker's mill. What it meant no one
could tell, but no doubt fear gave rise to many conjectures. But
fear and despondency soon gave way to joy and rejoicing, as
messengers arrived from the main camp bringing word that
the firing was in honor of the grand news just received from
the North of the capture of the army of Burgoyne by General
Gates, which had occurred on the 19th inst. The militia en
camped around here beat to arms when they heard the firing,
and expected a battle between the British army and the Ameri
can, and prepared to hold themselves in readyness to advance
to the support of their friends. In order to properly celebrate
this victory. Gen. Washington issued a special proclamation,
dated Camp at Pennypacker's mill, Sunday, Sept. 28, 1777. In
it he recounts the good news as received and winds up as
follows: "To celebrate this success the General orders that at

4 o'clock this afternoon all the troops be paraded and be served
with a gill of rum per man &c.—Gen. Washington."

The same day a council of War was held at the residence
of Samuel Pennypacker, at which time the battle of German-
town was planned. The next day the plan was put into execu-
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tion and Washington marched from Pennypacker's mill to
Skippack, 25 miles from Philadelphia. On Tuesday the 30th,
"the main army advanced still further on the Skippack road"
says Dr. Muhlenberg. "But in our vicinity the militia are still
stationed which is ruin to the farms in wood, hay, straw and
grain. I can neither read or write in these restless times, and
cannot be thankful enough for the goodness and protection
of our Saviour . . . My children and family are scattered
one here and the others there. Mr. Kunze and his family have
remained in Philadelphia." But the next morning the scene
was changed; before sunrise everything was in preparation for
march and the coming battle. At 10 o'clock, a.m., several
Regiments marched with flying colors from Trappe to Skip-
pack to join the main army while the greater portion remained
until the morrow. On the morning of the 2nd of October the
remaining militia between two and three thousand under com
mand of Major General Armstrong marched down the great
road towards Philadelphia. The plan of the battle of German-
town included an attack by these militia by way of the Ridge
Turnpike, while the Continentals attacked by the Germantown
Turnpike, Skippack road and Old York Road. This brings us
to the battle of Germantown, with which we have nothing to
do in this history of Providence. It was fought on the 4th of
October. The history after the battle will form the subject for
the next article.

No. XXIII

Providence During the Revolution

The battle of Germantown was fought on the morning of
the 4th of October. This is not the place for an account of that
engagement, and it is enough to say that only the accident of a
heavy fog prevented it from being a complete success. After
the battle the army returned to their old camps. The noise of
the battle was distinctly heard in this Township. The main
body of the army under Washington returned that same eve
ning to their old headquarters at Pennypacker's mills, while
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the militia returned to their old camp at Trappe. On Sunday
morning the 5th, Muhlenberg says: "From early in the morn
ing until noon, the troops, who marched from here on the 2nd
inst., are returning in companies and singly with their wagons,
tired, hungry, and thirsty, and have taken possession of their
old quarters to consume completely what was left previously."
The wounded and the dying were brought with troops and all
the churches from Evansburg to Reading were turned into
Hospitals. Great numbers were placed in the Episcopal church
of Evansburg, and the Lutheran church, Trappe. How many
there were it is impossible to tell, but certain it is that they
received proper attention by the good people of Providence,
and everything was done to alleviate their suffering. Very
many died of their wounds and were buried in the grave-yards.
The Episcopal cemetery, Evansburg, contains the remains of
over a hundred brave fellows, the victims of Germantown;
amongst them one Captain Howard, of Maryland, a brave
soldier and a dear friend of Washington. Many years after
this, when Washington was President, he drove up the turn
pike from Philadelphia, and alighted at the cemetery and
asked the old sexton to show him the grave of Howard. He
stood there with uncovered head and said: "The grave of a
brave man; a brave man, I knew him well." What a tribute
from so great and good a leader as Washington. Washington
on a white charger appeared at the south entrance of the old
Trappe church on the 5th of October, and dismounting, spoke
a kind word to many of the sick and dying. The next day two
soldiers died and were buried by Muhlenberg towards the
north boundary of the church yard, with their faces towards
the East.

On October 6th there was an alarm, caused by a supposed
attack of the enemy, but it proved false.

On October 7th a number of officers were buried in this
vicinity with the honors of war.

On the 8th, the main army moved from Schwenksville to
Kulpsville; on the same day Father Muhlenberg writes:
"Buried the child of John Conrad Protzman and wife. While
in the church a body of Virginia militia marched up the road
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and turned off at my house to the Skippack road to join the
American army. They were nearly three weeks on the road."

On the 9th of October, Gen. Armstrong wrote to General
Gates giving him a full account of the battle of Germantown.
This is a very interesting letter and is dated "Camp at Trappe,
October 9, 1777."

This same day the command of Gen. Armstrong had
orders to break up their camp, notwithstanding that the roads
were very bad and the creeks were very high. Augustus church
was again filled with soldiers for the night. At 8 o'clock on the
following morning the militia lying in Providence marched
away, taking the Manatawny road towards and across the
Schuylkill. This was the last of a regular camp in this township.

On Friday the 17th Muhlenberg says: "To-day there came
several companies from Maryland and Reading to take up their
quarters for the night here in Providence. We used to have
three large taverns on the road side in Providence in times of
peace, when one would have been sufficient, now there is none,
these soldiers must therefore go to private houses." Again on
Monday, October 20, several companies reached here and
made free use of the old Pastor's kitchen for cooking.

During this time the main body of the army was at Kulps-
ville and from there moved to Whitemarsh where they re
mained until December 11th.

About this same time, December 6th, a company of militia
from Lancaster county passed the night at Pastor Muhlen-
berg's house in Trappe.

On the 9th of December, Col. Star of Connecticut, with a
wagon train, made his camp at Trappe before removing them
(from Washington) to Valley Forge. The British were watch
ing very closely the movement of this wagon train with sup
plies, and we are told by Father Muhlenberg that on December
11th, "an order came for the wagons to move to the new camp
at Valley Forge. The train started but soon came back at a
full gallop, and reported the British only 2 miles off. In the
afternoon several hundred wagons came back and encamped
here. I am informed that the British threaten to capture me
and wreak vengence." The next day the wagon train moved
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away to their new camp. There was then 100 militia encamped
here whose time was out and the next day another company
of the same number encamped on the 13th. The diary contains
these statements: "Am in constant dread of a party from
Philadelphia, British. I received one message after another
that the British officers are very bitter against me and threaten
to capture me. Every night there is plundering going on. The
balance of the stores were taken away with 2 wagons by
Robert Dull."

On the 12th of December, 1777, Washington and the whole
army went into winter quarters at Valley Forge. This was the
darkest period of the war; but it is foreign to our purpose to
relate the suffering, the privations there endured, nor the
patriotism and heroic endurance of that patriot band. As soon
as they arrived the suffering commenced. One of the first
matters that claimed the attention of Washington was the
matter of food for man and beast. On the 20th of December,
1777, the following order was issued: "By virtue of the power
and Director especially given, I hereby enjoin and require all
persons residing within seventy miles of my headquarters, to
thresh one-half of their grain by the first day of March next
ensuing, on pain, in case of failure of having all that remain
in sheaves after that period seized by the Commissioners and
Quartermasters of the army, and paid for as straw. Geo.
Washington."

This order of course-affected every farmer in Providence
Township. The reason for this order was this, foraging parties
will march past stacks of grain mile after mile in hopes of
finding it in the bag or bin. This was well known to Washing
ton, and his order went to a vital point. This order soon
brought the answer intended. But still much of the grain found
its way to Philadelphia, where the British Gold was liberally
paid therefor, which was far more welcome to the farmer than
continental shinplasters, or still worse. Certificates of indebted
ness, and in order to save the grain from going to Philadel
phia, the whole country from the Schuylkill to the Delaware
was well guarded by the continental troops. This work was in a
large measure entrusted to Gen. Peters.
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Muhlenberg, on account of his acquaintance with the land,
[something is missing here] one of the principal stations of
their guards was at Jeffersonville, and many of the Provi
dence farmers were surprised by this vigilant guard as they
endeavored to convey by night their rich grain to the Phila
delphia market. For we must remember that Providence at
that time contained many Tories.

A very interesting reminiscence of these times is pre
served in an old family book of the Hamer family, being in the
possession of Dr. James Hamer of this township. The book
contains many interesting items that will be made use of at
another time, being as old as 1716. On one page is this inscrip
tion : "List of things furnished by the American army at the
time of the battle of Brandjrwine, and through the winter the
soldiers were in quarters at Valley Hills, by James Hamer,
1777-78. 6 hogs, $42; 3 cattle, $45; 28 sheep, $42; potatoes,
$20; 8 stacks of wheat in sheaf, $165; oats and wheat grain,
$30; poultry, $10; 6 days by James Hamer hauling meletare
from Valley Forge to Bethleham, to keep out of the hands of
the enemy, $24. Boarding one Surgeon and three officers of the
army three months, when the army was in winter quarters
on Valley Hills at $8.00 per week."

In the same book is the following:—"Grain and straw and
hay got of Sarah Beats by the army in the winter of 1777. 5
loads of hay, £1 5s. 2 loads of straw, £6. 30 bushels of buck
wheat, £5, 3s., 4d. Stack of oats, £10. All these amount to
£40, 8s, 4d. Got by the army of Sarah Beates, set down by me,
7 March, 1778. — Sarah Beates."

"January 17, 1816. The above amounts to $519.50, which
was never paid by the government of U.S. Jan. 17,1816."

During this winter many a hot skirmish was fought in
the township of Providence, but a century of neglect and for-
getfulness has settled on these events, and we cannot give
particulars. Right opposite the encampment at Valley Forge
lived a wealthy Friend named Vaux, who then lived on a fine
farm in Providence township. Here he frequently entertained
Lord Howe and several other high British officers. One day it
happened that he had Lord Howe for breakfast and Gen.
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Washington for tea, and being a Friend who wished well to
all men, he made no distinction between the contending parties,
but left his house open to all. The army remained at Valley
Forge until the 18th of June, 1778, when the whole army
crossed the Schuylkill and marched through Providence
towards the Delaware. It was the only time that Providence
was the seat of hostilities during the war.

This closes the history of Providence during the Revolu
tion with the exception that several of its citizens held im
portant offices in that struggle, in addition to those already
named. Matthew Brook of Trappe was a member of the Pro
vincial Conference from June 18th to 25th, 1776. He also con
tributed, Jan. 27, '76, one 12 pound cannon; on August 1, one 18
pound cannon, to the cause of America. Francis Swaine was
State clothier; Samuel Dewees, Philip Markley and John
Brookes were appointed to collect clothing on Nov. 8, '77. In
1782, an assessment was made to estimate the damages sus
tained by the inhabitants of the several townships during the
Revolution. Benjamin Dismant was assessor for Providence,
and assessed the damages at £679, 5s, 9d. During the year 1777
Providence township was taxed at £677, 16s, 3d, as effective
supply tax, and £703, Os, 1 as stationary supply tax. The
following Providence men were of the officers of the Sixth
Battalion of militia for Philadelphia county: Major, John
Edwards; Captains, Arnold Francis, Jacob Peterman; Lieu
tenants, Thomas North; Ensign, John Dismant, John Dull;
Surgeon, Andrew Todd.

No. XXIV

Advertisements

As much of the History of the Township can be gained by
simply looking over the advertisements that appear from time
to time in the newspapers, we have collected a number that
may prove of interest. These advertisements appear very
quaint at present, but at the same time give us an insight into
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the social life of Providence during the last century.
Copied from the Pennsylvania Gazette, May 10 to May 17,

1733. (Printed at Philadelphia by B. Franklin.)
"RUN away the 6th of this Inftant May, from Jofeph

Richardson of Perkiomy, in the Townfhip of New-Providence,
in the County of Philadelphia, a Servant Man named William
Brown, alms William Darrell, aged 21 years, he is of a middle
Stature, hollow Ey'd, large Nose, down — and very round
Shouldered, his Hair lately cut off; he had on when he went
away, a new Felt hat, a close body'd Cdat, and a great Coat of
a color and brafs buttons, pair of round to'd Boots, and a
Pair of Pumps with Peaked Toes; he took with him, a large
black gelding with W. B. Paces well, fhod all round, and
took a Mans Saddle and Bridle; likewife a fmall Trunk, having
in it fome Womens Apparel, viz. Some Handkerchiefs, Caps,
and a black Padefway Hood, and Six Shillings m Money. Who
ever takes up faid Servant and Horfe, and brings them to
Jofeph Richardfon aforefaid, or to George Emlen in Philadel
phia, or fecures them so as they may be had again, fhall have
Eight Pounds as a Reward Und reafonble Charges paid by me
Jofeph Richardfon. May 9,1733."

(Particular pains taken to copy the punctuation, capital
ization, italicising, spelling, and long s, thus: f.)

Advertisement in B. Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette,
Dec. 11,1735.

"THERE has been ever fince March laft, about the plan
tation of Henry Pawlin, junior, in Perkiomun a flea-bitten
Mare branded S T upon the near Shoulder, with a reddish
Spot upon her Flank, and a Bell about her Neck: fhe is about
13 Hands high, and has now a young Colt with Her. Whoever
owns her, is defired to come and fetch her, and pay the
charges. HENRY PAWLIN, jun."

B. Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette Oct. 28,1736.
"Friday laft, one George Potts of Perkiomun went well to

Bed, and occasionally got up about Midnight no ways disforded,
but Itiefore Day his Wife found him dead."

Copied from B. Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette, for the
week from May 24, to May 31, 1733.
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"Philadelphia, may 31. We hear from New-Providence
in this County, that a few Days fince, one ThoTms SviUhury,
being apprehended byVirtue of a Warrant from a Magistrate,
attempted to efcape from the Officer, and being purfued, ran
into schylkUl, where he fwam fome Time with his Clothes on;
but funk at length, and was drowned before he could be got
out."

In the following adv. of the church Wardens of St. James
Church, Evansburg, the subscribers do not appear even to
know the name of the Township in which their church was
situate, the township of Providence having been established
in 1729 and this advertisement appeared June 15, 1738, as
follows:

"REWARD. On or about the 6 inst St. James Church
situated in the Twp. of Perkiomen and county of Phila. was
broken open and robbed of a pulpit cloth and cushion of
purple colored Plush around which was a black silk fringe and
some valuable Pewters, amongst which was a large basin.
Those who shall apprehend the person or persons guilty of
this notorious piece of villany, and cause them to be brought to
Justice shall receive £5 Reward.WILDIAM MOORE, HENRY
PAWLING, Church Wardens.

The following advertisement appeared in the Penna.
Packet April 16,1740. We have no account ofany one respond
ing to the call. That the Governor of the state would ask for
recruits for an enterprise wholly of plunder seems very
strange to us at this date.

"BY THE GOVERNORS COMMAND. Notice is hereby
given to all such as shall be willing to enlist in the important
expedition now on foot for attacking and plundering the most
valuable part of the Spanish West Indies, to report to the fol
lowing gentlemen and subscribe their names till a general
Rendezvous shall be ordered at Philadelphia. Samuel Lane at
Perkiomen, Owen Evans at Limerick et al. Thesaid gentlemen
are strictly enjoined not to disclose any person's name that
shall be desirous to have it concealed. April 16, 1740."

"Phila. Nov. 2,1747-48. To be sold—alot of land in Phila.
Co. adjacent to Perk, church landabout 50 or 60 acres chiefly
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woodland but some of it may be made good meadow. It is well.
situated for a store keeper. For a title and terms inquire of
Edward Lane living on premises."

"May 30, 1751 Richard Richardson Ex. offered at Public
Sale June 5 next 260 acres in New Providence on Perkiomen
creek belonging to Aubrey Richardson dee'd.

N.B. all persons indebted I will meet at Saml Lane*s on
1st of Aug. to pay and collect debts. R. Richardson, Executor."

Even domestic life in the township was not always peace
ful. Thus in the early days gossip found plenty of food to feed
upon, as is shown by the following:

"Whereas Mary wife of Hey Pawling Perkiomen Phila.
county has eloped unjustly from her husband not having cause
for so doing and as she has attempted to run me into debt in
some places, this is to therefore give notice that I will pay no
debts contracted by her from the date here of Phila. July 1,
1742 Hey Pawling."

"There has been ever since March last about the Planta
tion of Hey Pawling, Jr. in Perk. Twp. a flea bitten mare
branded S.F. upon the shoulder. Hey Pawling. Dec. 4, 1735."

The following curious Marriage Notice appeared in an
early copy of the Norristown Register.

"1806—^Nov. 5. Married on 30th ult by Rev. Dr. Hugh
Mr. Jesse Roberts of Lower Providence to Miss Rachel Drake
of Montg. A worthy youth of Providence/ a gentle lad was he,
/Grown weary of a single life/ Is married now you see/ But
wonderful it is and odd/ This very great mistake/ He thought
he'd caught his duck at last/ But lo! it was a drake."

A number of Petitions were circulated about 1764 among
the freeholders, and Inhabitants of the Province protesting
against a change of government. Among these Petitions is one
signed by citizens of Providence, which contains the following
names, all of whom were residents of this township, in the year
1764.

Jacob Smith, John Deheuen, William Dismant, Cunnard
Acre, Conrad Riebbel, Henry Dismant, Andrew Solavon, Wil
liam Stall, Christian Stall, Elijah Davis, Benedict Gerber, Wm.
Reary, Gorg Crofsman, Christopher Jacoby, Philleb Boater,
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Michael Hearman, Adam Herb, Francis Jordan, John North,
Guner Rambo, Joshua North, James Andewson, William White,
Samuel Seely, David Davis, John Brooke, Henry Hooven,
Mickell Kugler, George Essig, George Bender, Jacob Leaver,
John Caplor, Michael Royer, Jacob Helm, David Brough,
Abner White, George Waters, Rudolph Essick, Jacob Bender,
Martin Bredo, John Hardman Hasy, Henry Reiner, Phillib
Reiner, Abraham Reiner, Henry Ewalt, James White, Thomas
Jacobs, Carl Reyer, Phillip Jacob Eschenfelter.

(Note: In connection with the discussion over the origin of the name
Trappe—see Volume X pages 114, et seq.—the following facts will be
of interest.

From the baptismal records of Rev. John Casper Stoever, we learn
that on Dee. 11, 1741, he baptized a child of John Ludwig Hutzel, at
Trappe. Also, that on Jan. 6, 1742, he baptized a child of Frederick
Marstaller, also at Trappe; and on Jan. 18, 1743, a child of John Peter
Stober, at the same place. In all three cases, the name of the place is
spelled TRAPPE.

Rev. Stoever officiated at what is now St. Augustus Evangelical
Lutheran Church at Trappe as early as 1730, but in the register of that
church no mention of the name Trappe is found until 1754.—Publication
Committee.)



Report on Membership

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED APRIL 27, 1957

Robert G. Baesman J. Herbert Francis

James B. Beerer Mrs. Gerald D. Johnson

Homer C. Betts W. H. Johnston

Robert 0. Brown Mrs. Raymond A. Munder

Mrs. Robert C. Bucher Sidney N. Repplier
Mrs. Alvin A. Clemens Richard H. Scheffey

Miss Catherine W. Day J. Robert Von Drach
Mrs. Abraham T. Eastwick Allison Hallowell Whitcomb, II

Joseph A. Ehlinger, Jr. Mrs. Edward Wolfe

Mrs. Clarence H. Ziegler

TRANSFERRED TO LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Miss Nancy Corson Cresson

DEATH

Frederick G. Sweinhart

PRESENT STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP

Honorary Members 4
Life Members 37
Annual Members 630

Total Membership 671

Jean Gottshall Moll, Corresponding Secreta/ry
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Report of the Librarian

VISITOES. It is always of interest to record the number of visitors to
the museum and users of the library facilities each year. For the period,
August 1956 to August 1957, our guests numbered about 3600, a slight
increase over last year. The register of names shows that more non-
members use our library than members. The states represented in
addition to Pennsylvania were: Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Del
aware, District of Columbia, Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Texas, Virginia and
Wisconsin.

LIBRARY vs MUSEUM. Although we have many fine exhibits through
out our building of which we are proud, it is well to remind ourselves
and emphasize the fact that we are primarily a library, and not^ a
museum. It is our library, first and foremost, that is our greatest claim
to fame, and through it we are of the greatest value to the area we
represent.

GENEALOGICAL MANUSCRIPTS. Many genealogical manuscripts
have been added to our collections during the year. The family surnames
stirring up the greatest amount of research this yearhave been Farmer,
Leidy, Yost, Bucher, Halloway, Johnson, Powell, Thomas, Kepler,
Cleaver and Bean. We also solicit the gift of copies of Bible records,
cemetery inscriptions and other family records. Do you have in mind
putting your family record on file in your society's fine library? We
would deeply appreciate the gift.

RESEARCH ON OLD COUNTY HOMESTEADS. This is a project
being newly encouraged by your society. We will direct you to the pri
mary sources of reference, and assist you in establishing a title chain,
or brief of title, thereby documenting the history of your house. Prom
our collection of early maps showing ownership of properties and the
genealogical records available on the families who lived there, we can in
most cases give a most satisfactory and fascinating historical sketch.
This is what you must do in cooperation with us in this project—supply
us with a photograph of your house together with the historical facts,
or fiction, truth or tradition, as far back as you have record, or
knowledge. You must also be willing to run, or have run, the deeds at
the court house. We do not have the staff to handle this part of the job.
Only if you bring to us the details you have and find, can we record
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the whole story of all our houses in all of our townships. The objectiye
of this project is to collect and compile as complete a history as can be
found to be preserved in our archives.

MEETING DATES FOR 1958. Our regular meetings are fixed by By-
Laws. You will find it helpful to note the advance dates in your engage
ment calendar, and plan to attend these meetings. The Annual Meeting
for the election of officers will be held Saturday, February 22, 1968;
followed by the Spring Meeting, Saturday, April 26, 1958; and the Fall
Meeting, Saturday, November 15, 1958.

NEW MEMBERS WANTED AND WELCOME. We have been most
fortunate in the number of new members coming our way and wish the
climb to continue. However, the financial secretary has found it neces
sary to issue a word of advice and caution to the sponsors of future
members, and that is, please make certain that the new member to be
proposed is aware and in accord with the action before presentation of
the application, and that it Is with permission that you act as sponsor.
Also, the application of new members must be accompanied by the sum
of $4.00 annual dues, payable in advance, before the applicant is admitted
to membership.

LIBRARY HOURS. The library is open to visitors each week day from
10 A.M. to 12 M and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday afternoon. Closed
Sundays and all holidays. The material in the library may be freely
consulted during these hours, but no book may be taken from the building.

THE PAPERS OP JAMES MADISON. The University of Chicago and
the University of Virginia are sponsoring the publication of a new and
complete edition of the papers of James Madison. The editors will appre
ciate information about the location of letters by or to James Madison or
his wife, especially letters in private possession or among uncalendared
manuscripts in the collections of public and private institutions. If
you have any information to contribute, please address The Papers of
James Madison, 1126 East 59th Street, Chicago 87, Illinois.

Jane Eeplinger Burris, lAhrarian



April Meeting

The regular meeting of the Historical Society of Montgomery
County was convened at 2:10 P.M. on April 28, 1957, at the building of
the Society, with President Groshens presiding.

The minutes of the February meeting were read and approved.
President Groshens read a letter from Earle W. Newton, the director of
the Bureau of Museums, Historic Sites and Properties of Pennsylvania,
who had been unable to fit us into his heavy schedule at this time.

President Groshens introduced our speaker. Dr. Robert D. May, a
member of our Society, and the president of the King of Prussia His
torical Society. Dr. May spoke on Historic Preservation—a Proposed
Plan for Upper Merion Township, with great interest and freshness
of approach. He showed a delightful colored film with accompanying
sound-track, dealing with the rich architectural heritage of this area. He
also discussed ways of preservation and development of this project.
Those present were asked to give the matter serious consideration in
connection with the copies of the proposed plan for historic preserva
tion IN Upper Merion Township, which were distributed at the end of
the talk.

President Groshens called attention to the exhibit of material on
Upper Merion Township. This included early land drafts, photographs
of old houses, and other memorabilia.

At the close of the meeting the Hospitality Committee served tea.

Eva G. Davis, Recording Secretary
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The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for its
object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical research
has been materially aided in the past by donations of family,
church and graveyard records; letters, diarira and other
manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers have also
been contributed. This public-spirited support has been highly
appreciated and is earnestly desired for the future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested persons,
whether residents of the county or not, and all such persons
are invited to have their names proposed at any meeting. The
annual dues are $4.00; life membership, $50.00. Every mem
ber is entitled to a copy of each issue of The Bulletin, free.
Additional Copies, One Dollar Each.

Historical Building, 1654 DeKalb Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 A.M. to 12 M. and 1 to 4 F.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted dur
ing these hours, but no book may be taken from the building.

To Our Friends

Our Society needs funds for the furthering of its work, its ex
pansion, its growth and development. This can very nicely he done
through bequests from members and friends in the disposition of their
estates. The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest;
the income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return
to meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the wiftVtTig
of wills:

I HEKEBY GIVE AND BEQUEATH TO THE

HISTOEICAL SOCIETY OP MONTGOMERY COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OP

DOLLABS ($ )


