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IN

MEMORIAM

Mary Bean Jones
The Historical Society of Montgomery County mourns the
death of Mary Bean Jones, widow of A. Conrad Jones, of
Conshohocken. Mrs. Jones, who died October 20, 1957, at
Salem, Virginia, was the daughter of the late Colonel Theodore
W, Bean, one of the founders, and the first president, of The
Historical Society of Montgomery County. She assisted her
father in the preparation of that monumental work, History
of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, published in 1884. Her
brother was the late Theodore Lane Bean, Esq., a prominent
attorney.

Gifted with a fine historic instinct, Mrs. Jones was a mem
ber of the Society almost from its inception, holding many
offices, the duties of which she performed with faithful inter
est. She was a member of the Board of Trustees from 1919,
and contributed many fine articles to this society and other
organizations. Mrs. Jones was a leader in her community in
civic, club and church affairs. Her kindly counsel, full of wis
dom, was much cherished and respected by all who had the
privilege of knowing her. On November 6, 1957, Mrs. Jones
would have been 94 years old. Her passing marks the passing
of an era in our way of life.
Mrs. Jones is survived by two daughters, Mrs. George V.
Downing of Salem, Virginia, and Mrs. Rachel Conrad Nason,
five grandchildren, and eight great grandchildren; also two
nieces, members of this society, Mrs. Richard A. Rogers and
Mrs. Franklin B. Wildman.

Mrs. Jones was a member of the Calvary Episcopal Church
of Conshohocken. She was interred in the Plymouth Friends'
Burial Ground.
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MEMORIAM

Norris Delaplaine Wright
The Historical Society of Montgomery County mourns the
death, on February 14, 1957, of Norris Delaplaine Wright.
Mr. Wright took an early interest in local affairs, gaining for
himself the well-deserved reputation of a leading citizen of
Norristown. Banking executive, historian and active church
man, Mr. Wright was an indefatigable worker in all the fields
of his many interests.
In 1933 Mr. Wright was elected president of the Norristown-

Penn Trust Company, and served in that capacity until the
merger of that bank and the Montgomery Trust Company in
1953. He then served as chairman of the board of the newly
merged banks.

Mr. Wright was a trustee of The Historical Society of Mont
gomery County for 13 years, as well as a director of the Valley
Forge Historical Society for many years. He served on the
Valley Forge Park Commission from 1941 to 1955. He was

also a member of the Montgomery County Park Board. He was
instrumental in the purchase by Montgomery County of "Mill
Grove," the first home of John James Audubon in America,
which is now a museum and bird sanctuary. History was a live
and absorbing subject to him, and one to which he gave much
thought and time.

He was a director and honorary president of Montgomery
Hospital, a charter member of the Board of Norristown Com

munity Chest and a charter member of the Norristown Rotary.
He was president of Schuylkill Valley Bus Lines.
Although of Quaker ancestry, Mr. Wright was a member of
St. John's Episcopal Church, Norristown, where he served on
the vestry for many years, and it is in this churchyard he was

interred, February 16, 1957. Mr. Wright is survived by his
wife, the former Gertrude Miller, and a daughter, Dorothy M.
Wright.
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The Changing Law*
Hon. Harold G. Knight

I have entitled this little address THE CHANGING LAW,
but I realize that in fact the law does not change but age old
principles and rules are applied to new situations and changed
conditions.

In the nearly thirty-two years that I have been on the bench,
there have been a number of significant changes in the statute
law and in the administration of justice in Montgomery
County and I wish to comment on a few of them.
When I was admitted to the Bar in 1902, a large fraction of
the cases which came before the courts involved suits brought
by employees against their employers 'for injuries sustained
in the course of their employment. If these cases went to the
* Read before the Society at its Fall Meeting, November 16, 1957.

jury, that body almost invariably brought in a verdict for the
employee against the employer. I can well remember the rage
and disgust of my preceptor returning from Court after losing
a case in which there was little or no evidence that his client,
an employer, was in any way to blame for the accident. But
the juries in those master and servant cases were right. They
sensed in a vague way that the burden and loss from industrial
accidents should be borne by the industry and not by the em
ployee. Now, in every state of the union, we have laws that do
just that, place the burden of industrial accidents on the
industry. These are our Workmen's Compensation Laws.
The legal causes of divorce in Pennsylvania have not ma
terially changed in one hundred years, but the number of
divorces in proportion to the population has increased and
there has been a radical change as to the number of litigants
alleging the different causes for asking for a divorce. When I
was admitted to the Bar, the overwhelming majority of divorce
actions alleged desertion. Now the overwhelming majority of
divorce cases allege that rather vague and undefined cause
96
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"indignities to the person." This change has been brought
about not because people are worse than in years gone by, but
largely because of the time element. It takes two years for the
cause of desertion to ripen; a divorce on the ground of indig
nities requires no such waiting period.
One of our busy lawyers who has many divorce cases told
me the other day, "Twenty-five years ago, a client would say
'Have I grounds for a divorce?' Now they say, 'How soon can
I get a divorce?'"

Changes in our divorce laws are long overdue. There is

something wrong with any system that makes it possible for
a person to be a decent married woman in one state and at the

same time a mistress in another state. It is unfair and unjust
that a child can be legitimate in one jurisdiction and illegiti
mate in another.

Another change I have noted in divorce cases is the fre

quency that men seek a divorce from their mates on the ground
of cruel and barbarous treatment or indignities to the person.
When I went on the bench, for a man to seek a divorce on these
grounds was almost unheard of.

The great depression came and went, leaving very few
changes in the basic law. Most law enforcement officers pre
dicted that the economic necessity caused by the depression
would lead to a great increase of crimes against property,
larceny, burglary and robbery. I am happy to say that these
predictions did not come true.

The depression, however, wrought great changes in our

social structure and in our conception of the duty of the public
to take care of its more unfortunate members. In the early
days of the Commonwealth, our laws in reference to public
assistance were built around the maxim that "Charity begins
at home" and the burden of sustaining the so-called "paupers"
was placed on local government, the townships and the bor
oughs. Then the burden was placed on the counties and there

it rested when I went on the Bench. During the depression
it was soon found that many counties could not bear the bur
den of assisting their poor and un-employed and the state had
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to step in and assume the heavy load of Public Assistance,
and the state is still carrying the burden.
The depression also gave birth to other social laws—old age
pensions, social security, unemployment compensation—^to
mention some of them. The people wanted these laws, and I
pass no judgment upon them except to say how greatly they
depart from the attitude of our forefathers toward govern
ment. Their attitude was, "Government, keep out of our af
fairs and we will guarantee to take care of ourselves."
During the early years of my service on the Bench, prohi
bition was the law of the land and our Courts were crowded

with cases involving the enforcement of the liquor laws. The
juries in Montgomery County were quick to convict the boot
legger, but they were very hesitant to convict the citizen who
was merely charged with possession of illegal liquor. If there
was a chance to acquit him, the jury took that chance and
found him not guilty.
When I went on the Bench, women had been serving as
jurors for a few years, but the woman juror was still looked
upon as an innovation and many of the older lawyers did not
approve of them, and would strike them from the list when
called on their cases. They soon learned, however, that women
were intelligent and conscientious jurors and that, if anything,
the verdicts were more satisfactory than when the men alone
served. I remember one case in which I had charged the jury
at ten o'clock in the morning. Noon came and they had not
reached a verdict, so I sent my Court Crier to see what they
wanted for lunch. He came back with a broad grin on his face.
"What is so funny, Phil?" I asked him. Said Phil, "I put my
head in the jury room and said, 'what do you wish for lunch?'
and one woman spoke up saying, 'Bring us eleven sandwiches
and a bale of hay for the Jackass'."
We try to call an equal number of men and women, but more
men ask to be excused than women, and the result is that

today in every panel of jurors there are more women than
men, and sometimes the proportion is almost three to one. I
have tried cases in which every juror in the box was a woman.
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I do not think it is an overstatement to say that the auto

mobile dominates the Courts of Montgomery County today.
At least one-half of the cases which come before the criminal
courts today are cases involving violations of the Motor Ve

hicle Code. The most common offense is driving a motor
vehicle while under the influence of liquor. We have several
hundred of these cases every year.

I used to be discouraged and upset when a jury acquitted a
drunken driver who was, in my opinion, obviously guilty, but
I have come to realize that whether one is under the influence

of liquor is a matter of opinion. It is not like larceny or burg
lary, because in those crimes the defendant either did or did
not commit them, but one jury may reach the conclusion that

a man or woman was under the influence of liquor and another
jury may arrive at an opposite conclusion, so I no longer get
upset when a jury brings in what I consider a perverse verdict
in a drunken driver case.

At least one-half of the cases that come before the Civil
Courts arise out of the use of the automobile. We read in the

papers of accidents happening every day on our highways,
and out of these accidents come the many cases in which the
litigants seek to obtain compensation for personal injuries and
damages to property.
One of the most common misconceptions that the average
layman has of the Courts is that there is a great amount of
perjury committed in the trial of cases. There is, of course,
some perjury committed on the witness stand, but not nearly
as much as most people think. Take the automobile accidents
that I have mentioned above. The witnesses to these accidents

honestly differ in describing what they have seen. I believe
the overwhelming majority of witnesses who testify in Court
are honest and tell what they believe to be true.

The automobile is not the only agency that has brought
many, and some new, problems to the courts in the last thirty
years. When I went on the Bench, zoning was almost unheard
of. Now practically every borough and township in our county
has a zoning ordinance regulating the use of real estate, and
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cases arising under these ordinances are appearing in ever
increasing numbers in the Courts. The latest comer in the
field of regulation is the sub-division ordinance which dictates
how land may be sub-divided for building purposes and what
improvements must be made by the sub-divider. I anticipate
that in the near future, many cases will come before the

Courts by reason of these sub-division ordinances/
Perhaps the most conspicuous change that has taken place
in the Courts of Montgomery County in the last twenty
years is the increase of business that has come to our legal
tribunals. This is due primarily to the great increase in popu
lation, especially during the last ten years. This increase in
population, the use of the automobile, the zoning and sub
division laws, have brought to the Courts a staggering load of
business. For thirty years it was our proud boast that our cal
endars were current, but in the last two years, I am sorry to
say that in both the civil and criminal courts we have accumu
lated a backlog of cases. No one is to blame for this condition.
It simply exists because the cases are coming to the Courts
faster than the courts can dispose of them. In 1955 our courts
took advantage of an act passed by the Pennsylvania Legis
lature and established a system of compulsory arbitration
under which cases involving $2000 or less are tried by arbi
trators. This innovation has been of great assistance to the

courts and is helping to bring our civil calendar up to date.
In the last two years, we have also adopted a system of pretrial conferences in the civil court. In these conferences the

lawyers representing all parties meet with a judge and go
over the law and the facts involved in a case on the trial list.

It is surprising how many details can be,admitted without
proof, thus saving time in the trial and also the presence of
some witnesses. As they work out in practice these pre-trial
conferences often result in the settlement of cases out of court.

I presided over the Juvenile Court in Montgomery County
for thirty years. When I first went on the Bench, the cases
involving children were heard in Open Court often after the
cases involving adults were disposed of. This was contrary to
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the spirit of the Juvenile Court Law and I complained to Judge
Williams, who was then president judge of our Common
Pleas Courts. Judge Williams then asked me if I would take
over the Juvenile Court, which I did. I held sessions of the
court in a separate room with none of the pomp and ceremony
of the adult court and I held the sessions one hour before the

adult courts convened so that the juveniles would not be
brought into contact with the adult defendants. I also came to
the conclusion that many children were brought into the juve
nile court that should not be there. Children charged with

trespass, or petty stealing or minor acts of malicious mischief.
In order to take care of these cases, we inaugurated a system
of informal hearings at Montgomery Hall. The offending

child, with its parents and the injured citizen, meet with our
probation officer and the case is adjusted usually to the entire
satisfaction of all concerned.

These are some of the significant changes that have taken
place in the law, in the administration of justice and in the
practice in our courts during the long time that I have been
on the Bench. I have not mentioned the desertion court, which
has grown to a million dollar business in Montgomery County,
nor have I spoken of the reciprocal support order which makes
it possible for us to reach out into other counties and states
for a deserting father, husband, wife or mother.
There will continue to be changes, for the law must en
deavor to keep abreast of changing conditions, but these
changes will be under the jurisdiction of my successors in
office and they are fully capable of handling them.

The Poetry of the American Revolution
A Preliminary Study*
John Joseph Stoudt

I.

What more can be learned about the American Revolution?
What remains unstudied and what historical understanding

can result from further digging in the documents?
Perhaps we know too much already! We seem to have ap
proached the American Revolution from almost every point
of view. We know who fought in the armies—patriot, British
and French. We know where the battles were fought and when.
We have the secret Journals of Continental Congress, the
numerous private Diaries and Journals; we now understand
the economic and social aspects of the war, the diplomatic
coups of Franklin and his colleagues;^ we sense the moraleboosting French alliance; and we appreciate the sociology of
the struggle.^ Moreover, a dozen active societies ranging from
the staid Daughters of the American Revolution to the equally
staid if not so orthodox United Empire Loyalists in Canada
serve to perpetuate interest in a perennially engaging theme.
Recurring anniversaries have also stimulated interest. The
1876 Philadelphia Centennial revived attention on this period
of national origins and indeed, in American history generally.
It led to the founding of many historical and patriotic societies
dedicated to the study of this period and also to the establish
ment of chairs of American history in our Universities, tend
ing, especially during the earlier years, to perpetuate revolu
tionary passions. Both the Sesqui-Centennial of 1926 and the
George Washington Bi-Centennial of 1932 further advanced
this Interest and as we look ahead we may predict that the
•Read before the Society, February 22, 1958.
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coming Bi-Centennial of 1976 will considerably revive this
interest.

We have ,seen several new viewpoints appear. An honest
sense of fairness towards British and Loyalist has emerged
in American scholarship while British historians, notably
revelyan,® have grown more sjonpathetic towards the patriots.
These mellowing moods have supplanted earlier passions; we
now know that the British were not barbarian butchers but

rather in quite some respects they were somewhat civilized
and the patriots were not the god-like race of heroes they once
were seen to be. And then we have come to know that the

Revolution rested on and was part of a broad cultural process,
that political and military events were part of social, economic
and ideological, even cultural processes.
What we still do not clearly understand is the mind, mood
and spirit of that turbulent age. Dates and places, battles and
campaigns, Congressional acts and Parliamentary debates are
founded on well-known documentary evidence. Where can we
go to get materials for history of the age's spirit? Can we go
to John Dickinson and Tom Paine? Yes, but the understanding
we get there does not explain the patterns of prejudice and
passion which moved the age. Can we go to Franklin, Madison,
Jefferson and the founding fathers? Yes, but here we find
considered thought, the reasoned positions of the leaders.
Leaders, though, need followers. To discover a broader, more
popular point lof view we shall have to look at the popular
poetry of the contemporary press for here we find in clear
sketch the moods, prejudices, minds, passions and hopes of
the common man. Here we are close to events; here we get to
know the issues as they faced the common man.

With few exceptions the literary historians dismiss this

popular poetry as having little literary value. These critics are
looking
quence,
phrase.
tracing

for aesthetic values. They want lines of moving elo
imagery of fresh aptness, and telling precision of
They delight in documenting poetical pedigrees, in
an author's dependence on his predecessors, more in-
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terested it seems in how a man says something than in what
he says.
Literary criticism misses the point as far as Revolutionary
poetry is concerned. Revolutionary verse was, and remains,
occasional verse, written in the heat of controversy and aimed
at non-literary results. Whatever aesthetic value it possessed
is subordinate to and perhaps even set aside by its political
significance. Here we are dealing with the history of ideas for
Tory and Patriot, Layalist and Royalist, Republican and
Aristocrat clashed, hurling broadsides at each other. Nor
should we ever forget that the Revolution had two sides and
that contemporary British Journals also contained verse on
this theme. Moreover the French were in the war too and

there appears to be considerable French verse on this theme
for the admiration of "les philosophes" for American patriot
principles was large. And finally there is some verse in the
German language, both patriot and Tory as well as Hessian,
which needs to be studied.^
II.

May we consider the poetry of the American patriots.
The rebellious mood of America was evident a full decade

before an open break with the mother country was hinted at.
Somehow a new spirit was being produced on the American
frontier, an egalitarian love for liberty, which was already
evident in July, 1768, in the Liberty Song which appeared in
the Boston Gazette. Here this mood was fully developed:
Come join hand in hand, brave Americans all,
And rouse your bold hearts at fair Liberty's call;

No tyrannous acts shall suppress your just claim,
Or stain with dishonor America's name.

In freedom we're born, and in freedom we'll live;
Our purses are ready,—
Steady, friends, steady,—
Not as slaves, but as freemen, our money we'll give . .

Just a year later an anonymous New Jerseyite expressed the
same idea in a broadside ballad, acknowledging however that

THE POETRY
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the spirit to be free was of British origin and that freedom
was the birthright of all sons of Britain. For Americans are
British offspring and
Heavens! how have we loved

Our mother's name, and with what ardor proved
Our duty and our love; and were she still
But kind and just, how gladly we would spill
That blood for her which, now at freedom's call.

Perhaps must turn to bitterness and gall.®

The symbol of British oppression became tea and all good
Americans were urged to despise the cursed stuff' which was
that
fated plant of India's shore!
Thy wonted steam must rise no more
In freedom's sacred land.®

And when the men of Boston had pitched a shipload of the
noxious stuff which makes the "cup that cheers but does not
inebriate"® into the harbor the patriot poets had a merry time,
rousing every thoughtful mind against the "blasted herb."^®
Indeed, the pleasant British custom of tea, that afternoon
pause before the days of B.C., that is before cocktails, was re
nounced and all good Americans were fervently urged to avoid
the whole British business:

Farewell the tea-board, with its gaudy equipage
Of cups and saucers, cream-bucket, sugar-tongs;
The pretty tea-chest, also lately stored
With Hyson, Congo, and best Double Fine.
Full many a joyous moment I've sat by ye,
Hearing the girls tattle, the old maids talk scandal,
And the spruce coxcombs laugh—^maybe—at nothing!
No more shall I dish out the once-loved liquor.—
Though now destable;
Because I'm taught, and believe it true,
Its use will fasten slavish chains upon my country
For Liberty''s the goddes I would choose
To reign triumphant in America.^^

Perhaps our American failure to continue the tea-board with
its more than gaudy equipage as an essential feature of our
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social life stems from the opposition to this symbol of British
tyranny.,As the issues mounted the satire became bitter. One
poem, addressed to the Boston women, represented the British
commander in that town as saying:
0 Boston wives and maids, draw near and see
Our delicate Souchong and Hyson Tea,

Buy it, my charming girls, fair, black, or brown,
If not, we'll cut your throats, and burn your town."

After the Boston uprising of early 1775 General Gage issued
a formal proclamation demanding that the citizens restore
order. This was welcome chance for patriot versifiers. They
raised the powerful weapon of satire. One of them, probably
John Trumbull who was to become the Revolutionary governor
of Connecticut, wrote a skillful satirical parody, Tom Gage*s
Proclamation, in which biting and even bitter patriotism ap
pears to blunt the British swords. Passions are beginning to
run deep:
Whereas the rebels hereabout,
Are stubborn still, and still hold out;
Refusing yet to drink their tea.
In spite of Parliament and me;
And to maintain their bubble, Right,
Prognosticate a real fight;
Preparing flints, and guns, and ball,
My army and the fleet to maul. .

so the General decided to establish: martial law. Parliament

was ridiculed for its mean and mercenary motives in discuss

ing American affairs, for, as one poet said, 'twas money that
made the member vote.^^ The patriots were merciless in their
barbs. In "A New Song to the Tune of the British Grenadiers"!^ Britain's dark unfathomed councils came in for a good
lampooning:
Great heaven 1—is this the nation, whose thundering arms
were hurled

Through Europe, Afric, India?—^whose navy ruled the
world?

And- after the British debacle on the retreat from Lexington
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and Concord the red-bellied troops had to endure these Irishsounding barbs:
By me faith, but I think ye're all makers of Bulls,
Wid your brains in your breeches, and your guts in
your skulls!

Get home wid your muskets, and put up your swords,
And look in your books for the maening of words:
Ye see now, me honeys, how much ye're mistaken,—
For Concord by discord can never be baten.^"

And so it went, with the sharp thrusts of satire's rapier plung
ing to the heart of British pride.
In January, 1776, there appeared from the Bradford press
in Philadelphia one of the world's masterpieces of political
badinage, M'Fingal—A Modem Epic Poem, Canto First, on
the Town Meeting.^'' This was the work of John Trumbull
who forged here an exquisite weapon, a satirical attack quite
as effective, it would seem, as a victorious military campaign
for at this early stage hopes still were high and the cold reali

ties of prolonged war were not yet apparent. The poem's scene
was set in an unnamed New England town about April 19,
1775, just after the battles of Lexington and Concord, and
Squire M'Fingal, Scotch-Irish politician and stentorian orator,
emerges as the blustering champion of submission to the Brit
ish Parliament. With polished wit and rapier thrusts the Brit
ish cause is lampooned and laughed at; Tories are ridiculed;
the poem abounds in caricatures of leading Colonial figures,
as the Tory Receiver General for Massachusetts:
What Puritan could ever pray
In godlier tones, than Treasurer Gay.

In M'Fingal the satirical verse of the American Revolution
reached its early and unsurpassed zenith.
Contemporary newspapers abound in verse. The battle was
fought out for the minds of the Colonists by satires, fables,
parodies of popular songs, none of which was more amusing
than the popular The Kings Own Regulars which circulated

in many forms during the Revolution. This was good politics.
The vaunted and famed British regiments in America were
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laughed at, picked apart—^these well-drilled regulars whom the
Colonials had shamed again and again. Their defeats and re

treats, their splendiferous reviews and humiliating losses on
the way home from Lexington were held up to scorn. Indeed,
even their tactics were ridiculed, thus showing the perceptive
minds of the patriots in military matters. The point of view is
a British soldier who tells of the bloody walk back and of the
Minutemen behind trees and posts:
Of their fighting behind fences, he makes quite a pother;
Every fence has two sides, they made use of one, and we
only forgot to use the other;
That we turned our backs and ran away so fast, don't
let that disgrace us.
'Twas only to make good what Sandwich said, that the
Yankees could not face us."

This satire bites, of course, and the vaunted fame of British
arms held no fear for the Patriots.

After the adoption of the Declaration of Independence a
new note appears—^freedom. While opposition to British
tyranny had been strong the act of the Congress in Philadel
phia was an act more forward-looking than anticipated. Sev
eral ballads were published which expounded this new and
bold theme:

Come all you brave soldiers, both valiant and free,
It's for independence we all now agree;
Let's gird on our swords, and prepare to defend
Our liberty, property, ourselves and our friends.^®

The founding of a United States of America is already fore
shadowed.

The high point of all this satire is found in the shortest poem
I have been able to discover, appearing in the Pennsylvania
Evening Post for May 8,1777. Six words in cryptic succession:
Carleton, Burgoyne, Howe,
Bow, wow, wow I

And when the Home Guard turned out in Philadelphia the local

poetasters were amused to see their neighbors toting arms in
the streets of the Quaker city.

THE POETRY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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See General Gates and Dickey Peters
With Jimmy Mease of noted worth,
Richard and Tom—the prince of eaters—
Like ancient heroes sally forth!

Our true Don Quixotes, by false guessings,
Direct their calls and lead the van,—
Mistook the Tories for the Hessians,
And Quakers for—pah—^Englishmen.®"

But when Francis Hopkinson's brilliant Battle of the Kegs
appeared in print the satirical poetry of the Revolution was
unsurpassed. Here the materials were themselves the fit mat

ter for satire. The Patriots who controlled the upper reaches
of the Delaware River made infernal machines out of kegs and
floated them down the river with the intention of exploding
upon contact with the crowded British shipping near Phila

delphia. When the British discovered these floating mines they
set about shooting at them with every gun they possessed. The
din was terrific, the casualties none.
The cannons roar from shore to shore
The small arms make a rattle!

Since wars began I'm sure no man

E'er saw so strange a battle . . .
From morn to night these men of might
Display'd amazing courage;
And when the sun was fairly down,
Retir'd to sup their porrage.®^

Patriots all over America laughed at the British, considerably
embarrassed as they were by fighting these infernal kegs
which floated down the Delaware into their crowded shipping.
About this time a new note began to appear in the poetry,
the consciousness that a new venture in social living was aris
ing in the New World to take its place among the nations of
the world. Freedom was its foundation, purity its passion and

heroes its inhabitants. A soldier wrote "The Rising Glory of
America" during the dark Valley Forge days.^^ Even in these
bleak days the patriots were not unconscious of what the fu
ture generations would say of them; indeed, there is an aston-
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ishing .awareness of future opinion in all of the age's poetry.
This from a recruiting ballad written in Lancaster in April of
1778:
The rising world shall sing of us

A Thousand years to come,
And to their children's children tell

The wonders we have done.®®

Did these soldiers anticipate that their descendants would
band together into societies to honor their deeds?
Benedict Arnold's defection to the British gave patriot
poetasters an opportunity to let their imaginations roam. Of
the many poems on this theme the following stands out:
SATAN AND ARNOLD

Quoth Satan to Arnold, My worthy good fellow,
I love you so much better than ever I did;
You live like a prince, with Hal may get mellow.
But mind that you both do just what I bid.
Quoth Arnold to Satan, My friend do not doubt me,
I will strictly adhere to all your great views.
To you I'm devoted, with all things about me.
You'll permit me, I hope, to die in my shoes.

We have not even gone into the greatest patriot versifer of
them all—Phillip Freneau—^for this is a preliminary survey.
Freneau produced a large quantity of occasional verse which
appeared in the newspapers, at least thirty of which have to do
with the Revolution.

On the whole, however, patriot verse was marked by an ag
gressive almost jingoistic loyalty to the revolutionary prin
ciples and its satire was bitter and barbed, revealing as well
as any other material the mood of the times.
III.

Let us now turn for a few moments to Loyalist verse. We
ought never to forget that at least a third of the inhabitants
in the Colonies remained loyal to Britain. Indeed, the battle in
the press was for their minds. Many of them remained unpersuaded and fought back against patriot attacks with equally
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potent weapons. Contrary to post-revolutionary opinion the
Tories were neither fainthearted nor rascals. They were the
so-called better elements in Colonial society, the clergy, ,the
educated, the governmental officials and the wealthy. We
ought not to forget also that the Revolution was chiefly made
on the frontier, in that great fertile are that runs from New

England to the Southland, between the first range of the
Appalachians and the Coastal plain—"Lubberland," as Parrington calls it,^^ the backwoods area where self-reliance was

the basic trait of rustic and yokel. This social character of the
rebels is one of the themes of Tory verse, and here satire is
merciless.

With loud peals of laughter, your sides, sirs, would crack,
To see General Convict, and Colonel Shoe-Black,
With their hunting-shirts and rifle guns;
See cobblers and quacks, rebel priests and the like,
Pettifoggers and barbers, with sword and with pike;
All strutting, the standard of Satan beside,
And honest names using, their black deeds to hide.®®

Congress came in for its share of lampooning and the low
social state of most of its members who, we should remember,
were definitely not of the upper crust of Colonial society, was
thus described:

These hardy knaves and stupid fools,
'Some apish and pragmatic mules.
Some servile acquiescing tools—

These, these compose the Congress!®®

As is to be expected, George Washington was the target of
much Tory vituperation. During the dark days of Valley Forge
he issued a proclamation that the farmers should fatten their
cattle to supply the Continental army with meat. One drove of

beef cattle, crossing Bucks County for Valley Forge, was inter
cepted by the British upon information supplied by Tories,
and a British soldier wrote a poem of mock gratitude for thia
favor:

Great Washington I Thou mighty son of Mars,
Thou thundering hero of the rebel wars,
Accept our thanks for all thy favors past.
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Thy proclamation, timely to command,
The cattle to be fattened round the land.
Bespeaks thy generosity, and shows
A charity that reaches to thy foes!
And was this order issued for our sakes,
To treat us with roast beef and savory stakes?"

The signing of the treaty of alliance between France and the
patriots was a hard blow for the Tories and they struck out
against perfidious France which also was sending a host of
young ambitious officers to serve in the .patriot army. The
anger with France was bitter:
Yes, Bourbon's king shall rue the hour
That dar'd provoke old England's pow'r.
And raise the storm of war

Our martial bands, in days of yore.
Who fought at Cressy, Agincourt,
Proclaim what Britons dare.®®

One of the chief Loyalist or Tory versifiers in America was
the Philadelphia resident, Joseph Stansbury, a witty accom
plished scribbler of occasional verse. His disaffection with
France was plain, but his prediction of the failure of the
American's cause was a bit premature:
What though the Frenchman crowns the scene,
And we miscall him 'mankind's friend'.
Not all his power can rebels screen—
Rebellion's drawing near her end.
Shot like a meteor through the skies,
It spread awhile a baleful'train;
But now, by Jove's command, it dies,
And melts to common air again.®"

Chief of the Loyalist versifiers, if not chief of the Loyalist
party in America, was Dr. Jonathan Odell, Princeton graduate
and surgeon to the British army who later became a clergy
man in Burlington, N. J. Odell was far more bitter than any
other loyalist. He .was a snobbish aristocrat who mocked the
plain revolutionary frontiersmen:
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From the back woods half savages eome down,
And awkward troops paraded every town.
Committees and conventions met by scores,
Justice was banisged, Law turned out of doors;
Disorder seemed to overset the land,
They who appear to rule, to tumult fanned;
But cunning stood behind with sure control,
And in one centre caused to meet the whole.®°

Washington, Adams, and the patriots generally were bitterly
lampooned. The three envoys to the court of France were thus
described:

When it became the high United States

To send their envoys to Versailles' proud gates,
Were not three ministers produced at once?i—
Delicious group, fanatic, deist, dunce

And Continental Congress, treason's hypocrites, were the
group where
The blustr'rer, the poltroon, the vile, the weak,
Who fight for Congress, or in Congress speak.®®

Odell accused Franklin of telling Thomas Paine what to write.
So
Fire from the Doctor's hints the miscreant took

Discarded truth, and soon produced a book,—
A pamphlet which, without the least pretence
To reason, bore the name of "Common Sense.*®

The whole patriot cast of characters in the Revolutionary
drama was portrayed: General Sullivan, William Livingston,

John Jay, Samuel Chase, Robert Morris, Gouverneur Morris,
John Jay, Lord Stirling, Count Pulaski, and finally Washing
ton again:
strike up, hell's music! roar, infernal drums!
Discharge the cannon! Lo, the warrior comes!
He comes, not tame as on Ohio's banks
But rampant at the head of ragged ranks.

Hunger and itch are with him — Gates and Wayne!
And all the lice of Egypt in his train.

Sure these are Falstaff's soldiers, poor and bare.
Or else the rotten reg'ments of Rag-Fair.'®
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This Loyalist poetry found little acceptance among the
Americans because little of it appeared in the contemporary
press. Only those newspapers which were published in areas
where the British were in control dared print this venomous
verse.

IV.

Every war has two sides, at least. So far we have been deal
ing with the verse which appeared in American journals, but
the British home front was not inactive in this sphere. Let us
then turn for a brief moment to a cursory examination of the

poetry on the American Revolution which appeared in the
GentlemJan's Magazine, the chief literary and news journal of
that age.
That there was much consideration on this question is ap
parent not only from the reports of Parliament but from the
list of works dealing with the American question, as it was
called. British opinion ranged widely. Some openly espoused
the cause of the patriots. One short bit from the London
Morning Chronicle of July 14,1775, says:
Brave race of men! that lately showed,
The British fire in you renewed:

May God your land secure defend!
(Your constant guardian, your best friend,)
Unite your hearts, your counself bless.
And grant your just designs success.®*

Another such pro-American verse goes:
Rudely forced to drink tea Massachusetts in anger

Spills the tea on John Bull — John falls on to bang her.
Massachusetts enrag'd, calls her neighbors to aid,
And gives Master John a severe bastinade!
Now, good men of the law! pray who is at fault,
The one who begins, or resists the assault.®®

Mnay British hearts were deeply moved by the strife of what
they considered to be a war of brother against brother. Indeed
this theme is largely evident. This was a mere civil war, and
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some British people saw it brought on by the debauchery and
greed of England.
While pleasure reigns unrival'd on this shore,
The streets of Boston stream with British gore.®'

At first the British tended to minimize the American conflict,
to view it as a small tempest, a weak puff. But after the al

liance of France with the Colonials the mood changed. Deadly
seriousness appeared. They found their former friends, now
foes, hard to reconcile and the treachery of France rankled
British hearts. In an "Ode to the Naval Officers of Great

Britain" the military are advised to turn from the fratricidal
strife to Britain's real enemy:
Sister sovereign

of the wave!

Turn from this ill-omen'd war:

Turn where the truly brave
Will not blush thy wrath to bear.

Swift on th'insulting Gaul, thy native foe,
(For he is Freedom's) let that wrath be hurl'd;
To his perfidious parts direct thy prow.®'

And then when the monsters of Gaul are subdued the fraternal
strife with the American Colonies will cease and freedom will

again be fixed on the Empire's peace.
The British poet laureate, Paul Whitehead, echoed this
hatred of France in these words:
And dares insulting France pretend
To grasp the trident of the Main,
And hope the astonished world should bend
To the mock pageantry assum'd in vain?
What tho' her fleets the billows load,
What tho' her mimic thunders roar.
She bears the ensigns of the God,
But not his delegated power.®®

Earlier the same poet had bid the rebel tribes of America bow
their knees to British might, adoring the glory of the mother
country, forgiving and being forgiven the faults which has led
to the rupture. There was a mood of despondent soul-searching
in the British poetry of this time, an attitude that their
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troubles had come from British degeneracy and worldliness.
Many were the calls for revival of the British spirit:
Lo! along the sea-girt shores.
Now the British Lion roars I

Tremble every daring foe!
Rouz'd with danger and disdain,

Now he shakes his shaggy mane.
And his eyes with ardour glow.

Ye who would impose the yoke
On the free-born and the brave,
Who will shield you? who will save
From the vengeance ye provoke?®"

Not all British poetry was in this serious mood. Some was
gay and witty, and those who had warm hearts for the rebel
cause were not always too loyal in their support of their land*s
cause. Thus after the defection of Benedict Arnold this proAmerican bit appeared in a London paper:
Our troops by Amold thoroughly were bang'd,
And poor St. Andre was by Arnold bang'd;
To George a Rebel, to the Congress traitor.
Pray what can make the name of Arnold greater?
By one bold treason more, to gain his ends,
Let him betray his new adopted friends.*"
V.

Here then in brief survey is a bit of the poetry of the Ameri
can Revolution, verse which does not rate high as literature
but which presents us with clear picture of the mind and mood
of the times.

This is only a sample, and my researches are just beginning.
Much still remains to be dug out, and one whole field has been
untouched, the verse of the French journals during this period.
Surely, when this field has been studied with the thorough
ness it deserves we will be able to paint a picture of the con
flict of ideas and passion which marked one of the creative
periods in our national history.
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Descendants of Peter Conver
Marie D. Allen

These are the descendants of Peter Conver, son of Christian
Carol Conver, of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. Some of
the variants of this surname are Conveare, Confer, Kumfort,
etc.

Each individual name with an asterisk before the number

has a paragraph with a corresponding number.
1. CHRISTIAN CAROL CONVER arrived in America in

the ship "Patience," and qualified at Philadelphia, September
9, 1751 (Pennsylvania German Pioneers; Hinke; Vol. I, p.
455). He was naturalized in Philadelphia 1765, as being of
North Wales, Philadelphia County (Perkiomen Region, 1932,
Vol. X, No. 1, p. 15). His wife was Barbara, surname un
known. They lived near Hatfield, and worshipped at Indian
Creek Reformed Church in Franconia township. Christian
Conver died intestate ca. 1785. The names of his children are

given in a deed in Deed Book 22, p. 55, Norristown, Pa.
Children:

2. Jacob; b. 5-12-1760; d. 3-19-1827; m. 10-7-1783, Eliza
beth Reed. (See Reed and Bergey family genealogies
for some descendants.)
*3. Peter.

4. Catharine; b.
; d. June, 1836, aged 79 years; m.
4-8-1777. Jacob Leidy (Tohickon Union recs.), who d.
6-10-1811, aged 56 years. 8 mos. 2 d. Both buried Hilltown Reformed Church, Bucks County.
5. Margaret.

3. PETER CONVER; b. 4-30-1763; d. 10-30-1830. Inn
keeper of Hatfield township. He. m. (1) Elizabeth Benner 421-1785 (Indian Creek Reformed recs.). She died the same
year, and he m. (2) Maria Fried, or Freed (Bulletm of Hist,
119
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SoG. of Montg. Co., Vol. 8, No. 3, p. 213); b. 7-7-1771; d. 12-81843. Both buried Franconia Mennonite. Maria was a daugh
ter of John and Susanna (Detweiler) Freed, innkeepers of
Franconia township (Henry S. Landes). Peter Conver served
in the Hatfield Militia during the Revolutionary War (Pa.
Archives, 6th Series, Vol. I, p. 83). He left a will (Will Book 7,
p. 30, at Norristown) in which he mentions his wife and
children.

Children:
6. John.

7. George; m. 9-26-1830 to Rachel Hoxworth, by John
Griffith, Esq.
*8. Joseph.
9. Benjamin; taxed in Hatfield township as a single man,.
1825-1831. He sold land in Hatfield, 1832, which he had

bought in 1831 (Deed Book h7, p. 608, Norristown).
10. Ann; m.

Jones.

♦11. Abraham.

8. JOSEPH CONVER b. 3-12-1800; d. 10-22-1872; m. Marjr

; b. 8-11-1808; d. 12-20-1880. They and their children all
buried in cemetery of the Church of the Seventh Day Adventists, at Orvilla, near Hatfield, Pa. Joseph Conver left a will
(Will Book 13, p. 302, Norristown).
Children:

12. Sophia; b. 1829; d. -10-1903, unmarried.
13. Jesse; b. 3-29-1834; d. 7-14-1910; m. (1) Sarah E.
Hambright; d. 1875, aged 36 y. 3 m. 9 d.; m. (2) Diana
; b. 12-9-1842; d. 4-22-1910.

14. Joseph; b. 10-4-1838; d. 11-20-1908 (G. A. R. Marker)
m. Christianna A.; b. 11-23-1845; d. 1-4-1926.

15. William G.; b. 2-16-1841; d. 1-6-1914 (G. A. R. Marker)
m. Mary C.
; b. 4-16-1842; d. 12-11-1919. (Twa
unmarried daughters buried by them.)
16. Samuel; deceased by 1867; m. Mary
; two children i
Elizabeth and Erwin.
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H. ABRAHAM CONVER; mentioned in his father's will
and in his son Peter's Bible records. Unable to find Abraham
Conver's birth or death date. He was taxed in Hatfield town

ship, 1832 to 1835, and in Towamencin township, 1837 to 1839.
No will or deeds in his name in Montgomery County Court
records. The Bible owned by No. 21, gives Abraham's wife as
Mary Buchammer (Bookheimer). Descendants of this family
. name these

Children:
*17. Peter B.
*18. Franklin B.

19. Mary Ann B.; b. 6-13-1835; d. 9-30-1871; buried Rockhill Mennonite cemetery; m. Tobias H. Benner; b. 8-111831; d. 1-31-1908. He m. (2) Mary Ann Bookheimer.
17. PETER B. CONVER; b. 1-3-1837; d. 1-28-1894; m. (1)
Susannah Delp, who d. 7-15-1862; had a son Albert. Peter
Conver m. (2) 1-19-1865, Elizabeth B. Moyer (dau. of Samuel
and Susanna (Bergey) Moyer); b. 12-7-1840; d. 4-22-1880.
He m. (3) Elizabeth B. Wismer, who later married Solomon
Good. The Bible record of Peter B. Conver and his second wife
names these
Children:

20. Susan M.; b. 2-9-1866; m. Edwin R. Cramer
21. Mary Ann M.; b. 12-9-1867; m. Nathaniel H. Keeler; b.
2-23-1866; d. 10-17-1921; son of Henry B. Keeler and
his wife Mary, nee Hendricks. Children: (Surname
Keeler)
a. Alvin C.; b. 8-26-1890
b. Susan C.; b. 12-28-1891; m. Harvey M, Stover
c. Infant son, stillborn, 1-8-1894
d. Martha C.; b. 4-19-1895; d. 4-28-1896
e. Henry C.; b. 10-2-1897; d. 4-11-1946
f. Marietta C.; b. 4-21-1900; d. 1-12-1930
g. Milton G.;b. 3-5-1910
22. Lizzie M.; b. 6-28-1870; d. 11-31-1893; m. David B.

Anderson; b. 1863; d. 1935. Both buried Lower Skippack Mennonite.
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23. Milton M.; b. 11-17-1876; m. (1) Emma Hunsberger.
Had one child, m. (2) Katie Bergey. One child, dec'd.
m. (8) Annie Olemmer; no children.
18. FRANKLIN B. CONVER, given as the son of Abraham

by Bible of No. 21. The data on his family is given in a Bible
owned by No. 33. Franklin B.; b. 9-19-1833; d. Dee. 1863; m.
Sarah Cassel Benner; b. 11-3-1837; d. 7-1-1863; dau. of Joseph
and Elizabeth (Cassel) Benner. The 1850 Census of Worcester
township lists Franklin Comfort, 16 years old, living with the
family of Anthony Anders. Franklin left a will (Will Book 11,
p. 65, Norristown).
Children:

24.
*25.
26.
27.
28.

Elizabeth B.; b. 8-17-1855; d. 3-30-1872
Joseph B.
Hannah B.; b. 5-9-1859; d. 1860
Franklin B.; b. 1860; d. 1860
Anthony B.; b. 1-5-1861; d. 7-10-1877

29. Mary B.; b. 2-1-1863; m. Markley Reese
25. JOSEPH B. CONVER, b. 4-3-1858, in Towamencin

township; d. about 1930, in Pottstown, Pa.; m. 11-6-1875,
Mary Margaret Lutz; b. 6-29-1855, in Philadelphia, daughter
of John F. and Margaret (Wageman) Lutz, who came from
Germany. The Bible record names these
Children:

30. Maggie L.; b. 2-17-1877; m. Fred Meyers. Children:
Nelson, Joseph, Frederick, Flora, George, and Walter.
31. Peter L.; b. 5-6-1878; m. Minerva Meyers.
♦32. Mary Lizzie.

33. Hannah L.; b. 1-2-1882; m. 3-19-1904, Harvey G.
Keyser. Has the Bible.
34. Markley L.; b. 6-5-1883; m. Elsie
. Son, David, and
other children.

35. Andora L.; b. 7-3-1887; d. 1947; m, John Copenhafer,
Children: Violet, Iva and Johanna.
36. Sallie; b. 1-12-1889; d. 1889.
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32. MARY LIZZIE CONVER; b. 4-26-1880; d.
; m.
Charles Kulp Dise; b. 11-10-1879; d. 4-23-1942. Had ten
children, among them was:
Jacob Conver Dise; b. 10-14-1898; d. 7-16-1953; m.
6-27-1923, Elizabeth Amanda Dice; b. 9-9-1906, in Milford township, Bucks county, Pa. (the daughter of
William Henry Weikert Dice), now living in Phoenix,
Arizona.

Glimpses of Lower Merlon History
Charles R. Barker

(Planned as a series of newspaper articles, hut never published)

Much more than two and a half centuries have rolled by

since the founding of Pennsylvania. During that lapse of time>
many things have occurred. The forests have gradually given
place to fields; the fields have grown to plantations; villages
have sprung up, and are now thriving towns. The beaten trail
of the Indian has become the path of the necessities of the
settler; then a confirmed road; and finally, a graded and
paved highway. Travel and industry have had their evolution.
Horseback rider and drover, Conestoga wagon and stage
coach, have followed one another out of sight down the old
turnpike; the taverns that fed and lodged the traveler have
disappeared, or are transformed into comfortable homes. Now,
every man is his own stage-driver, and every road a turnpike;
while, on specially constructed roads, electrically-driven and
-controlled trains more than triple the speed of the old stage
coach. The mills that sawed the logs and ground the grists of
the first settlers have crumbled to ruin, and the very streams
that turned their wheels have shrunken to insignificance.

Now, in a single large factory, a hundred wheels are turned
at once by the power of steam, and of electricity that depends
upon steam, while already, with a diminishing fuel supply

staring him in the (face, man talks of turning again to the
streams for his power.

To pen a complete record of what has happened in just one
township during all of these changes, would be to spend a
lifetime and to produce a volume which, if not one of the six
best sellers, would at least be one of the six biggest. And, so,
at this point, we must disclaim any attempt to write a history
124
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of Lower Merion. Likewise, we are going to keep before us as
a warning some ponderous works of the past which combined
a maximum of general history (because that was already
written) with a minimum of local history (because that re
quired research). So we shall touch lightly on Indian and
Dutchman and Swede, say not too much about the founding
of Pennsylvania and the coming of William Penn, and then,
by a series of historical sketches, we shall "stir your pure
minds up to remembrance" of the things your grandfathers
used to tell you about, and try to awaken your interest in the
more remote past of our neighborhood, when Indian and

Quaker and German lived peaceably side by side, and when
the struggle with the wilderness and with the soil made more
for democracy than any legislation we have been able to enact
ever since.

That the Indians had settlements in Lower Merion, or, at
least, resorted here frequently, before the coming of Euro
peans, is very likely. The writer has now before him two

Indian relics. The first, an arrow-head, was given him by Mr.
Harvey Taylor, who ploughed it up, along with many another
Indian arrow-, spear- and axe-head, on the Taylor farm, on
Lafayette road. Now, this farm was, many years ago, a part
of the Llewellyn plantation,^ which its owner named "Indian
Fields," and the two facts taken together indicate that it was
probably cleared and planted by the natives.

The other relic is an Indian pounding-stone, given the
writer by Dr. Clifford H. Arnold, who found it in the bed of
Mill creek, near the Black Rocks. Tradition says that the

Black Rocks neighborhood was the last dwelling-place of
Indians in Lower Merion. The site of another encampment,
where the blackened soil yielded many arrow-heads, battleaxes and bits of pottery, could be plainly traced, within a gen
eration, on the Hansell property, Montgomery avenue,
Libertyville.

In laying off what later became the Black Horse property,
the surveyor took as one of his points "a poplar Tree stand
ing in -the Old Field."^ This, perhaps, marks a field which
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the settlers found on their arrival—that is, an Indian field.
Another place where Indians resorted in great numbers, prob
ably on account of the good fishing, was Peters's island in the
Schuylkill, above Columbia bridge.^ Here, when the river was
low, arrow-heads have been found in abundance. That the In

dians fished with the bow and arrow, is shown by Campanlus,
in his "History of New Sweden":—
"They shoot deer, fowls, and birds with the bow and arrow;
they take fishes in the same manner; when the waters are high
the fish run up tiie creeks and return at ebb-tide, so that the Indians
can easily shoot them at low water and drag them ashore."*

A few Indian names survive in our geography. One of the
purchases of land made by William Penn in 1683 was described
as beginning "on ye West side of Manaiunk, called Consohockhan."® Two years later, the Indians conveyed to him all the
lands lying between Chester and Pennypack creeks, and their
description ran, "Beginning at the hill called Conshohockin,
on the river Manaiunck or Skoolkill."® From this hill, lines
were surveyed tsouth-west and north-east to the two creeks,
respectively. According to a map of 1857, one of the Gulph
hills was "Conshohocken",^ but others say, with much more
reason, that the name belonged to what is now called Pros

pect hill, in Lower Merion. Perhaps it applied to the region
generally; certainly it does now, for with the thriving bor
oughs 'of Conshohocken and West Conshohocken, built upon
iron, if not upon rock; with the Conshohocken road running
the full length of Lower Merion, and with Conshohocken road
station pointing the way from another direction, the ancient
name appears fastened to the map. Nor can the Philadelphian's
habit of referring to the "21st Ward" dissociate the flourish
ing manufacturing town across the river from its Indian name
of "Manayunk."
Emptying into the river below Conshohocken, the Arrowmink creek, a picturesque little stream, keeps alive another

native name, while Indian creek, at the opposite end of the
township, further suggests the vanished Delawares.
From several sources, we learn that some of the early roads
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of the township were laid out along former Indian trails.
According to the late George P. Donehoo, an authority on
Pennsylvania Indians, the turnpikes and railroads of the state
generally, have followed old trails. The east-and-west trails
were used by the Indians in trading; the north-and-south
trails were war-paths—^that is, between tribe and tribe. In
summer, they followed the streams, because of the fishing.
In winter, they passed along the ridges—not, as some have
asserted, to watch for their enemies, but to avoid the snow
drifts in the hollows. So we may suppose that the Lancaster

road and the Pennsylvania Railroad preserve, in a general
way, the routes of the Indian trappers, while the Old Gulph
road through the valley of Mill creek, would follow the trail
of the fishermen.

The compact made between William Penn and the Indians,
under the treaty elm at Shackamaxon, ensured peace for more
than seventy years. But if there were no massacres in Lower
Merion, there was an occasional barbecue, for the Colonial
Council of Pennsylvania, sitting at Philadelphia in 1685,
recorded the following minute:—
"The Ck>mplaint of ye friends. Inhabitants of Concord and Hert
ford (Haverford), against the Indians, for ye Rapine and Destruc
tions of their hoggs was read.
Ordered that ye Respective Indian Kings be sent for to ye Councill
with all speed, to answer their Complaint.
The Inhabitants of the Welch Tract Coroplaines of the same, by
an Endorsemt, on ye aforementioned Complaint."®

As the "hoggs" of that day ranged the woods at will, it is not
surprising that they offered a tempting target. But in spite of
some unruliness, friendly Indians probably continued to live
amongst us until well up into the last century, and even dur
ing the French and Indian War, there was no danger near at
hand. Later on, as the tribes gradually vanished westward,

parties continued to visit -the ,neighborhood of Philadelphia.
A granddaughter of John Hull, who was keeper of the tollgate on the Lancaster Turnpike at Radnor, about 1816, re
called, a few years ago, hearing him tell of disputes he had
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had with Indian chiefs over the payment of toll for their
parties

In looking back to William Penn as the founder of Pennsyl
vania, we must not forget that his colonists were by no means
the first to settle on the banks of the Delaware and Schuylkill.
European ships had been sailing into the Delaware, and Euro
pean adventurers making landings, if not settlements, on both
banks, for nearly three quarters of a century before his ar
rival. First icame the Dutch, in 1609. In 1616, one of their
number—Captain Hendrickson—^more venturesome than the

rest, discovered and entered the mouth of a tributary of the
Delaware, which then or later received the name "Schuylkill,"
meaning "hidden stream." The Dutch came, not as colonizers,
but as traders. In 1633, they established an extensive fur trade
with the Indians, and in 1648 bought from them a tract, sup
posed to have been near Gray's Ferry, on which a fort, called
"Beversrede," was soon completed.
Meanwhile, In 1638, had come the Swedes. Unlike the Dutch,
they came prepared to found a colony. Others followed, and in
1643, their settlements were extended to Tinicum island, near
the Schuylkill's mouth, where, under Governor Johan Printz,
they built a mansion house, a fort and dwellings, and called
the place "New Gothenborg." The same year, they built a grist
mill on Cobb's creek. Later, they settled at Upland (Chester),
and gradually spread along the Delaware, and up the Schuyl
kill.

In 1641, a party of English from New Haven had settled on
the lower Schuylkill. But they were never numerous, and in
1653 they were finally expelled by their neighbors. For over
lapping claims soon led to hostilities, and Old World feuds
found their echo on the Delaware. Officials of New Nether

lands, New Sweden and New York held sway by turns, and
a mimic warfare—serious enough at the time—was waged
up and down the river. The Dutch, easily reinforced from
Manhattan, were able to force their authority on the Swedes
(1655); but when the English conquered New Amsterdam,
now New York (1664), the Dutch traders on the Delaware
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succumbed. Title to the right bank of the river was then
vested in the Duke of York (who was later to reign as King
James II of England), under a grant from his royal brother,
King Charles II; and although temporarily lost to the Dutch
(1673-1674), it remained the Duke's until 1681, when it was
included in the grant of Pennsylvania to William Penn.
Those of us who pass the south portal of the Philadelphia
City Hall, are familiar with the two bronze tablets, one on
each side of the entrance, commemorating the Dutch and
Swedish governments on the Delaware. A great deal more
might be said here about them, and about the settlements farthere down the river, but we are only trying to tell, very
briefly, of how these settlements affected our own neighbor
hood.

When Penn sailed up the Delaware, in 1682, there were
probably'1000 Dutch, Swedes, English and Germans settled

within the present limits of Pennsylvania. The chief settlement
was at Upland now Chester, where a court held session, its
jurisdiction extending as far along the river and back into the
country as the strong arm of the law could reach. The meadows

of southern Philadelphia were occupied by Swedes, who had

a church (now known as "Old Swedes' Church") at a place
called Wicaco. There were English Quakers on the site of

Kensington. Near there, Jurian Hartsfelder, a Dutchman,
owned 350 acres of land.^® The Drinker family had a house
near Second and Walnut streets; the Mifflin family were liv
ing in what is now east Fairmount Park.^^ Across the Schuylkill from Mifflin's, and near the present Zoological Gardens,
was the house of William Warner, ancestor of the Warner
family of Lower Merion and of many other places. He called
his place "Blockley," which name was afterwards extended
to the surrounding township. North of Warner's, John and
Andries (or Andrew) Wheeler—Swedes—owned a tract of
400 acres, known as "Netopcum," which extended right up to
the borders of Lower Merion.^'^

Many of these settlers held patents from the English gov
ernors of New York—Nicolls, Lovelace and Andros—who
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represented the Duke of York, and through whose grants
some Philadelphia land titles can therefore be run back to
dates much earlier than 1681.

No Swedes settled in Lower Merion, nor did any other
European, before the arrival of Penn's colonists—unless we
except "Clean John," who may have been Welsh, Dutch or
Swedish. In 1702, Hugh Roberts, who was then dwelling in
Lower Merion, bequeathed to his son Robert, "One half of
the meadow (which was formerly called Clean John's
Meadow.").1707, Robert Roberts sold to Edward Rees
ten acres of marsh or meadow, "by the name of Clean John's
Meadow," in Merion, "at the head of Mill Creek." Six months
later, a conveyance in Blockley mentions a white oak, "called
Clein John's Corner tree," also, "land lately belonging to the
sd. Cline John."^^ If "Gline John" 'represents an attempt to
spell "Kleenjan," then there may have been a very early
Dutch settler on our borders. The "Mill Creek" referred to

was not the Mill creek of today (which had not acquired the
name so early); but was the stream which parallels the Penn
sylvania Railroad through Merion and Overbook. Formerly,
this crossed West Philadelphia, and emptied into the Schuylkill just south of Woodlands cemetery, and was known as
Mill creek.

Although Lower Merion remained a virgin forest during all
of this time, the Schuylkill, on which it borders, was a muchused natural highway. Not only did the Indians luse it, but

here they also plied their trade with the Dutch, chiefly in
beaver skins, the animals being so plentiful as to give the
name to the Dutch fort, "Beversrede," as well as to Beaver
island, near the Falls of Schuylkill. In the vicinity of the Falls,
the Swedes, who preferred meadows and the banks of streams,
later made quite a settlement. On the west side, beside the
Wheelers, already mentioned, the Swedish family of Garretson
settled. This name, in the space of more than two centuries,
has been reduced to "Garrett," and has become rooted to the
soil in the villages of Garrett Hill and Garettford. In 1777,

Major Morton Garrett held a commission in the Seventh Bat-
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talion, Philadelphia County Associators, which was recruited
in Upper Merion, Lower Merion, Blockley and Kingsessing
townships.

In 1677, four years before the founding of Pennsylvania,
the Court at Upland granted the petition of "John mattson,
Swen Lom and Lace Dalboo desiering of ye Court to take upp
three hundred acres of Land, at ye place Called wiessahitkonk
on ye westsyde up in ye Schuylkill."^®

It is supposed that there was a trail, sometimes spoken of
as the "Swedes' Path," connecting the lands at the Falls with
the seat of government at Upland. An interesting view of the
life of that day may be had by reading "The Record of the
Court at Upland," published in the Memoirs of The Historical
Society of Pennsylvania.
While the Swedes took up no lands in Lower Merion, they
made an important settlement within two miles of our borders.
In 1684, two years after Penn's arrival, a company of them
took up a right to 1000 acres of land which was afterward laid
out in what is now Upper Merion tovraship.^® About 1712, a
number of families moved up from the Delaware to their new
farms, which were laid out along the Schuylkill from Bridge
port nearly to the Gulph hills. Among them were families
named Rambo and Yocum, many of whose descendants live
amongst us, some still bearing the old family name. At the
Swedes' ford, in 1733, they raised a small school building,
which was also used for religious services, whenever a pastor
could journey so far into the country. Burials were made in
the adjoining ground. In 1760, a church, now known as Christ
Church, was built here, and in 1765, it was incorporated, with
the Swedish churches at Wicaco ("Old Swedes'") and Kingsessing (St. James), as the "United Swedish Lutheran'
Churches." Several Lower Merion families attended Christ

Church, and tombstones in the churchyard bear the names
of Broades, Yocum, Rambo and Egbert.
Because the Swedish Lutheran church is episcopal in form,
it was sometimes served, when without a regular pastor, by
ministers of the Protestant Episcopal church. So as the
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Swedes became merged with the other elements of the popu
lation, the Swedish churches, one by one, became Protestant
Episcopal churches. From 1792 until 1821, Christ Church
was served by Rev. Slater Clay, who was also pastor, at about
the same time, of St. David's (Radnor), St. Peter's (Chester
Valley) and St. James of Perkiomen (Evansburg, Montgom
ery county)
The good pastor seems to have kept one register
for several charges, for the records of St. James of Perkiomen,
as published in the State Archives, give the names of many
Lower Merion residents whom he united in marriage.^® Among
these are the names of Horn, Trexler, Cline, Colflesh, Good
man, Krickbaum, Stillwagon, Lindsay, Ramsey, Menzies and
Young.

In local geography, there are many suggestions of the
Swedes. "Swedesford" is still there, though no longer fordable. The village surrounding Christ church is called Swedeland, farther north is Swedesburg, and there is a Swede street
in Norristown, while at Conshohocken, the new Matson's Ford
bridge, recently dedicated, is a permanent reminder that the
Swedish tongue was once spoken along the banks of the
SchuylkilI.io 20
How many residents of Lower Merion can bound the town
ship? Get out the map of Montgomery county—^the State
Highway Department furnishes one at moderate cost—and
we find this:—

On the south-east. Lower Merion is bounded by City avenue,
which divides it from that part of Philadelphia city formerly
known as Blockley township.
On the south-west, it is bounded by the Delaware county
line, which divides it from the townships of Haverford and
Radnor.

On the north-west, by Matson's Ford road, which divides it
from Upper Merion township; by the borough line'of West
Conshohocken; and by the Schuylkill river, which here sep
arates us from Conshohocken borough and Whitemarsh town
ship—all these places being in Montgomery county.
And on the north-east, by the Schuylkill aforesaid, which
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separates us from Whitemarsh, and from that part of Phila

delphia city generally known as Roxborough and Manayunk.^^
Although this completes the outside boundaries, Lower
Merion is also bounded within—^by the borough of Narberth,
which it surrounds on every side.

Such is the township of today. But a glance at early maps
shows that it has changed not only its bounds and its area,
but its name and its county, since provincial days, while the
territory adjoining it has likewise changed.
Some time,after the founding of Pennsylvania, the three

original counties of the state—Chester, Philadelphia and
Bucks—were laid out, fronting on the Delaware, their side
lines running back into the country in a northwesterly direc
tion, and with very uncertain limits. These counties were much
larger than they are today. Chester included the present coun
ties of Chester, Delaware, Lancaster, Dauphin and Lebanon;
part of Berks, etc. Philadelphia included the present counties
of Philadelphia and Montgomery; part of Berks, etc. Bucks
included the present counties of Bucks, Lehigh, Northampton,
and a good deal more.^^ As settlement progressed, townships
were laid off, their boundaries naturally being run either
paralled to, or at right "angles to, the county lines. Looking
again at the map of Montgomery county, we see how this plan
underlies its geography. Of course, the Schuylkill provided a
natural boundary, and was so used.

Again, within each township, lands surveyed to purchasers
followed the same lay-out, and this was true, in a general way,
of Lower Merion.^^

A glance at Thomas Holme's Map of Pennsylvania—a part
of which is reproduced in Bean's "History of MontgomeryCounty"—shows that while the townships of Haverford and
Radnor are already named. Upper and Lower Merion are not
indicated by name. Thomas Holme was Surveyor General of

Pennsylvania, but his map, although dated 1681, is only a run
ning record of surveys covering quite a period of years. On
this map, the territory of Lower Merion is divided into a num
ber of right-angled tracts. The tract in the eastern corner is
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marked "Edward lones & Compa being 17 Families."^^ This
was the first settlement, and we shall say more of it later.
Edward Jones and several of his associates arrived in Penn

sylvania nearly two months before William Penn, and their
tract was probably laid out to them soon after their arrival,
being confirmed by a complete survey in 1684.^® Its boundary
extended from the Schuylkill along the line of City avenue to
a point beyond Overbrook station, then northwestwardly by a
slightly bent line to and beyond Libertyville, then straight
to the Schuylkill, which it met just north of Ashland Heights.
This tract was laid out in right of 2500 acres, and was the

original township of Merion, or Merioneth, being named for
the county in North Wales from which its purchasers hailed.^®
Old deeds show that it was some time before the name

"Merion" (or "Meirion," as often spelled) began to be applied
to other parts of the present Lower Merion. In 1685, an early
conveyance of the Llewellyn plantation, one mile north of
Gladwyne, locates it "on the west side of Skuil-kill, in the
county of Philadelphia."^^ In 1686, a deed for 410 acres, cover
ing practically all of Ardmore, describes it as "set out . . .
adjoyning or neere to the sd. Township of Harford" (Haverford) .2® A tract including a large part of the Clothier property
at Wjmnewood, is locatd, in 1687, as "adjoyning Harford town
ship" and land of John Bevan.^® A document of 1689 refers to
200 acres "that lies between Merion and Haverford," this

being in the southern angle of the present township of Lower
Merion.®®

In 1691, Thomas Lloyd, Deputy Governor of Pennsylvania,
deeded to Edward Rees 125 acres, "scituate and being be
tween the Township of Haverford and Meirion," and bounded
south-south-east "with Merion Tract."®^ This land lay on both

sides of the Pennsylvania Railroad at Wynnewood.®® On the

very next day. Governor Lloyd sold to Robert Owen what old
residents yet recall as the'Jones property, at Wynnewood.®®
This the deed describes as being in the "Township of Meirion,

County of Philadelphia," but bounds it on the south-south
east by "Meirion line," thus placing it outside the town!
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But in 1695, Edward Rees is "of Meirion"; in 1696, Robert
Owen is "of Merionath, county of Philadelphia," while in
1697, a farm at what is now Gladwyne is located "in the upper
part of Merion Township," and dwellers on the site of Ardmore and at Black Rocks give their residences as "Meirion."^^
So, as the land was sold off and settled, the name gradually
spread westward to the county line, and northward into the
woods.

As "township consciousness" developed, the distinction be
tween the residents of "Merion" and those whom they were
pleased to call the "back inhabitants"—^that is, dwellers be
yond the Gulph hills—became more marked. In 1714, a peti
tion "of some of the Inhabitants of Upper Merion, and ad
jacent settlers and some others of the Inhabitants of Chester"
(county), asks for the confirmation of a road which runs
"near Rees Thomas's house."®® This was their outlet to mar

ket, and, as we shall see later, the subject was the source of
much discussion and neighborly hard feeling for many years.
In 1725, a petition complains that "the Overseers of Lower
Merion . . . have not Obayed Your Order . . . and we the In
habitants of Upper Merion have no Road to go to Market";
etc.®® Here we have put both townships on the map. In 1731,
we find David Price "of Lower Merion" selling the "Green
Hill" property on City avenue ;®^ while in the same year Howel
ap Howel states in his will that he "lately recided in keeping
skool at the township of Lower Meirion in the county of
Philadelphia."®®
Meanwhile, in 1683, Penn had laid out the "Manor of Mount

Joy."®® Manors were an English institution, transplanted to
Pennsylvania only in name, which Penn had applied to his
"Proprietary tenth," or lands reserved for his own use as
Proprietor of Pennsylvania.'*® The Manor of Mount Joy, which
he later (1701) patented to his daughter Letitia, was laid out
for 7800 acres, and embraced nearly all the present Upper
Merion, whose boundaries it overlapped.*^
In 1684, Penn laid out the great "Welsh Tract."*® It con
tained 40,000 acres, and included, besides other lands, a large
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part of the present Lower Merion; hence, many references
to "Merion in the Welsh Tract"—of which more later.The

Welsh Tract adjoined the Manor of Mt. Joy, and it is probable
that the boundary line between them was made the basis for
the division line between Lower Merion and Upper Merion.

This,township division line, as shown on Mr. Benjamin H.
Smith's fine map of Lower Merion lands, did not follow the
Matson's Ford road, as at present, but began at Radnor town
ship line, and then, skirting the Gulph hills, proceeded towards
the Schuylkill by a course which looks, on the map, somewhat
like the side view of a flight of steps, finally reaching the
lowest step at Spring Mill road, whose line it followed for a
mile, down to the Schuylkill.
The use of this irregular boundary line would give a very
different map of Lower Merion from the one we are familiar
with. In the first place, the beautiful little valley one sees on
his left, as he approaches the Gulph hills in a Philadelphia &
Western train, would fall within Lower Merion. Here, close
to the boulder marking Washington's encampment, once stood
the Gulph grist and saw mills, of which but a fragment re
mains. A deed for one of these mills, in 1795, describes it as
still in Lower Merion."^^ The Gulph Christian Church and the
adjoining school-house would also be on our side of the line.^^
On the other hand, half of the old Broades farm, the high
rolling estate of Mr. Richard G. Wood, and, in fact, practically
everything enclosed by State road, Spring Mill road and the
Schuylkill, would fall in Upper Merion. In this bend of the
river was the landing place of Spring Mill ferry.^® In 1799,
when William Hagy sells his interest in this ferry, the deed
describes it as yet in Upper Merion.^"^
The adoption of the Matson's Ford road as the division line
resulted in a confusion of location which is reflected by the
records. No doubt the tax returns were also confused, the
question of being on both lists, or on neither, forming a matter
of some concern to the taxpayer!
Mention has been made of the Manor of Mount Joy. After
its sale by Letitia Penn, the greater part of it became absorbed.
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into the township of Upper Marion. It is interesting to note
that the description of this Manor, as given in 1701, begins
at the lands of Morris Llewellyn, on the west side of Schuylkill, showing that at that time it extended to the Spring Mill
road.^®

While a rectangular town plan, with everything laid out on
the square, may be ideal, it is not always one to be attained.
Some of the old property lines of Lower Merion look as if an
earthquake had played havoc with the monuments, making
necessary a readjustment.
There are several good reasons, and perhaps some bad ones,
for this. As every engineer should know, and as every rodman
does know, running straight lines up and down hill through
a virgin forest is no light work. Many instruments of that day
were imperfect, and some surveyors, it is feared, not above
question. In the bustle of building a new world, overlapping
grants were made, resulting in conflicting claims. And then,
as now, the bait of special inducement was ever present,
tempting the surveyor to swerve from his standard, or his line
to depart from true.
In our school days, we spoke of trading articles "sight
unseen." Penn's practice was somewhat like that: he sold a
right to so many acres of land, and afterwards issued a war
rant under which his surveyors laid out to the purchaser the
required number of acres, at such place or places as the author
ities thought proper. This did not always suit the purchaser,
so to the surveyor general and his deputies fell the not too
easy task of reconciling complaints and pleasing everybody—
including friends.
Many lands were surveyed, and some townships laid out,
before county lines had been determined. In 1684, there was
laid out to Edward Prichard & Co.—not a business firm, but a
land company—a single tract of 1250 acres.^® This included
practically all the land now lying between Gulph road and the
Radnor township line, and extending from the line of Haverford township northwestwardly two and three-quarters
miles.®® Although a small township in itself, the Prichard tract
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did not fall within any established township,and even its
county was somewhat in doubt, the description locating it
merely as adjoining Radnor township and land of John
Humphreys. Within a short time, Prichard & Co. conveyed
the whole tract to John Eckley.®^

It was not until 1685 that the Provincial Council, sitting at

Philadelphia, fixed the line between Philadelphia and Chester
counties. (Remember that Montgomery county was part of
Philadelphia until 1784; Delaware part of Chester until
1789).^^ Beginning at the Delaware, the line ran up Bough
(Bow) creek to Mill (Cobbs) creek, up Mill creek "to a
W.S.W. Line [City avenue], which Line devided the Liberty
Lands of Philadelphia from Severall Tracts of Land belonging
to the Welsh & Other Inhabitants; and from thence E.N.E.
by a Line of Marked Trees, 120 perches more or Less; from
thence N.N.W. by the harford [Haverford] Township, 1000
perches more or less; from thence E.N.E. by ye Land belong
ing to Jno. Humpheris, 110 perches more or less; from thence
N.N.W. by ye Land of Jno. Ekley, 880 perches more or Less;
from Thence Continuing ye said Course to the Scoolkill
River;" etc.^^

This was the unanimous verdict of the Council, after weigh

ing the expressed wishes of Governor Penn, who was then
absent in England. The distances given are approximate; they
were probably not intended to be exact. But it appears that
the line of Haverford township was placed too far north-east.
No sooner was the line surveyed than it was challenged by

Henry Lewis, John Bevan & others "in behalf of Welsh
Friends."®® Lewis's lands were in Haverford; Sevan's were
in what is now Lower Merion, adjoining Lewis's.®® The com

plaint was against Charles Ashcome, deputy surveyor of
Chester county, who, with Ralph Fretwell, had run the line.
Ashcome was frequently involved in disputes with land
owners.®^ As he had previously laid out some of the lands in
Haverford township, he was required to bring in a draught
of them.®® After comparing his with that of David Powell,
who had laid out Merion, Council recommended a compromise.
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which probably resulted in the line now separating Lower
Merion and Haverford.®®

More serious problems arose on the borders of Radnor town
ship. There, the new county line had left John Eckley's 1250
acres on the side of Chester county. This is shown clearly on
Holme's map of Pennsylvania, where the boundary is indi
cated by a "pricked line." But it had also divided the Welsh
Tract. Now the Welsh Tract was the dream of the Welsh set

tlers, who had planned to live in Pennsylvania in one compact
settlement, or Barony, where they would retain their own in
stitutions, language and religion, and elect their own repre

sentatives, independently of county boundaries.®® This they
had understood they could do. In 1684, the Welsh Tract had
been surveyed, to include the townships of Merion, Haverford,
Radnor, etc., and the blazing of the county line right across it
came as an opening wedge to divide their Barony.
For several years, these two questions ran parallel, and
seriously affected local politics. Penn was absent most of the

time, and his deputies knew, or cared, little about the Barony^
of which, they declared, nothing appeared of record. In 1689,
after hearing testimony tending to prove Penn's expressed
wishes in the matter. Council confirmed its previous action by
declaring "the bounds & dividing lyne betweene ye Countyes
of Philadelphia & Chester" to be as "Exprest by the dividing
line marked in the large map of the Province."®^
The boundary dispute now seems to have simmered until
1721, when a petition from inhabitants of the upper Schuylkill, who were being taxed in both Philadelphia and Chester
counties, reopened the whole question before Council. The
Secretary, being called upon, reported' he was unable "to find
out any authentick Act or order by which the said Counties
have been divided," but that
"At the first Settlement of the Country under the Proprietor, the
Creek or Run on this side of Darby, called Cobs Creek, made the
first Division of those Counties in the lower parts towards the River

Delaware, as far back from the said River as Haverford township;
That in the printed Maps there is laid down from thence a prick'd
line for the Division of those Counties by the side of Haverford

140 bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

To^vnship, departing from the said Cob's Creek to the Eastward,
and again above the sd. Townships, taking another Turn further
to the Eastward to leave John Holland's [Eckley's?] and some other
Lands on the side of Radnor Township to Chester County; And that
thence the same Line is continued from thence streight to Schuylkill, dividing Loetitia Penn's Mannor almost in the middle and laying
•part of it to each County; That He is apprehensive This was done

arbitrarily by the Surveyor General without any authority for the
•same at the Time the Map was made, and that in his Opinion it
would have been more regular to carry the Division Line along the
side of Radnor and the upper part of that called the Welch Line,
laying all those Tracts called Manners to Philadelphia County, as
in all appearance they were at first intended by the Proprietor."®®

Strange to say, the Secretary did not report, until a year
later, the failure of his predecessor to turn over records which
would have reversed this opinion. But his suggestion "to
carry the Division Line along the side of Radnor" must have
been taken seriously, or perhaps it only reflected what;had
already become current practice.®^ Although we find no fur
ther minute, beyond one ordering the missing records to be
called for, it is certain that by some means a strip of land
three-fourths of a mile wide, and 8 miles in length, was trans
ferred from Chester county to Philadelphia county.®® Benja
min Eastburn's "Map of Part of the Province of Pennsyl
vania" etc., surveyed in 1739, indicates this.®® Of this strip,
there remains in the present Lower Merion a tract of approx

imately 1500 acres, which now sustains a population of several
times that many persons, being one of the most highly im
proved of urban and suburban sections.®'
In considering thus lengthily the boundary between Phila
delphia and Chester counties, we found reference to "a W.S.W.
Line, which Line divides the Liberty Lands of Philadelphia
from Severall Tracts of Land belonging to the Welch & Other
Inhabitance."®® This is the line of the present City avenue,
which had been run, at least in part, by David Powell, when

he surveyed the township of Merion.®® "The Liberty Lands," or
"City Liberties," as sometimes called, were lands reserved for
a kind of bonus to purchasers of large tracts, who were given
10 acres for every 500 purchased. These "Liberty Lands"
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(there were others east of Sehuylkill) were afterwards ab
sorbed into Blockley township.'^'' It was many years before

Lower Merlon had a road all along this boundary; Levering's
map of 1851 shows that at that time, a mile of it, next to the
Sehuylkill, was still unopened.

Now we have "beaten the bounds" of our township on all
sides but one—^the Sehuylkill side. This, being a river, might
be supposed to have remained the same. But even here, there
have been changes—first, by the shrinkage due to cutting
away the forests; then, by the backing up of the water by
Fairmount and Flat Rock dams, which has caused the dis
appearance of several islands once considered parts of the
township. And finally, a railroad company, filling in a large
portion of the river to provide a yard for itself, has added not
a little ground to Lower Merion's territorial possessions!
(To he continued)
FOOTNOTES

^Benjamin H. Smith (hereafter called Smith): Map ef Lower Merlon
(in Atlas of the Welsh Tract; MSS Div., Hist. See. of Pa.)
"Philadelphia Deed Book G9, 223-5 (Phila. Deeds)
"Communicated: Mr. Horace H. Platt.

*Quoted, in Theodore W. Bean: History of Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania; 39. (Bean)

®Pennsylvania Archives, 1st Series; I. 65. (Pa. Arch.)
«Ibid., I. 92.
' Kuhn & Janney: Map of Bucks and Montgomery Counties.

®Colonial Records of Pennsylvania; I. 112. (Col. Bees.)
' Communicated: Miss Hull.

John P. Watson: Annals of Philadelphia.
Mifflin Family History.
" Smith: Map of Lower Merion.

"Philadelphia Will Book B 265. (Phila. Wills)
" Phila. Deeds; E4, vol. 7, pp. 93, 173.

"Record of the Court at Upland; 62. (Memoirs, Historical Society of
Pennsylvania) (Upland)
Smith: Map of Upper Merion, in Atlas of the Welsh Tract.

Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography; XIX. 93. (Pa.
Mag.)
" Pa. Arch., 2d Ser.

142

bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

" (Maps)

(general references:) Bean; Upland; William J. Buck: History of
Montgomery County Within the SchuylMU Valley. (Buck); Barr Ferree:
Pennsylvania, A Primer. (Ferree); Charles Morris: The History of
Pennsylvania.

'^Mueller: Atlas of the Main Line; map of Lower Merlon. (Mueller)
Ferree.

Smith: Map of Lower Merion.
Bean; 448.

Smith: The Lands of Edward Jones and Company in Merion. (Re
print from Pa. Mag.; April, 1902.)
"Smith: Map of Lower Merion.
" Phila. Deeds; El, Vol. 5, p. 370.
Ibid., E2, vol. 5, p. 266.
" Ibid., El, vol. 5, p. 650.
Philadelphia Exemplification Records; 8; 19. (Exemp. Recs.)
** Phila. Deeds; E2, vol. 5, p. 176.
Smith: Map of Lower Merion.
" Phila. Deeds; E2, vol. 5, p. 174.
" Exemp. Recs.; VII. 15, 65, 94, 156.—PhUa. Deeds; E2, vol. 5, p. 344.
Records of the Court of Quarter Sessions of Philadelphia; 2; 168.
(Quart. Ses8., Phila.)
Ibid., 126.

Montgomery County Deed Book 15; 176. (Montg. Deeds.)
®® Philadelphia Will Book E p. 182. (Phila. Wills.)
®® Exemp. Recs.; I. 444.
«oFerree; 191.

"Thomas Holme: Map of Philadelphia. (Holme.)—Smith: Maps of
Upper and Lower Merion.

"Pa. Arch., Ist Ser.; XU. 279.
** Charles H. Browning: Welsh Settlement of Pennsylvania; 37, 416.
(Browning.)
**Montg. Deeds; 8; 338.
" Mueller.

" (Maps)

Montg. Deeds; 15; 373.
"Exemp. Recs.; I. 444.

" Ibid., I. 60.
" (Maps)
" Holme.

Exemp. Recs.; I. 60.
S3 Ferree.

" Col. Recs.; I. 74.
"Ibid., I. 104.

"Smith: Map of Lower Merion.

GLIMPSES OP LOWER MERION HISTORY

;|^4g

Futhey and Cope: History of Chester County, Pennsylvania; 28.
(Futhey.)
" Col. Recs.; I. 106.

John Levering: Map of Lower Merion. (Levering)

Browning—Thomas Allen Glenn: Merion in the Welsh Tract. (Glenn)
"Pa. Arch.; 1st Sep.; XII. 279.
" Col. Recs.; I. 223.
" Ibid.; III. 141.
"Ibid.; in.
Smith: Maps of Upper and Lower Merion.

®®Pa. Arch.; 1st Ser.; I. opp. p. 694.
Levering.
Col. Recs.; I. 74.

®®Ibid.; I. 106—Smith: Map of Lower Merion.—(same): Lands of
Edward Jones and Company.
" Holme.

Levering.

Deaths in the Skippack Region
(Continued from Volume X page 24-1)

No. 500. "Old HENRICH KOLB died at the Perkiomen De

cember 21, 1839." Born March 6, 1774, son of Nos.
257 and 308, he married Catherine Bean born March
16, 1782; died June 15, 1852 who was probably a
daughter of Henry Bean and his wife Susanna Detweiler (No. 349). Both buried at Lower Skippack
Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Susanna, wife of Rev.
Abraham Wismer and Catherine, wife of Henry
Gotwals. (Kulp pp. 171, 221; Bulletin HSMC Vol.
X p. 45 for correction of No. 349).
No. 501 "Old HUBBERT CASSEL died in Towamencin Twp.
March 3, 1840." Bom Aug. 13, 1751, son of Yelles
Cassel and his wife Elizabeth, he married June 9,
1774 Magdalena Johnson, daughter of Nicholas John
son and his wife Magdalena Wisler who subsequently
married No. 94. Probably buried at Towamencin
Mennonite Cemetery in unmarked graves. Issue:
Hupert who married Catherine Kulp; Elizabeth,
wife of John Boorse; Magdalena (No. 468); Cath
erine (No. 241); Yelles who married Mary Harley;
George who married Barbara Detweiler; Anna, wife
of Abraham Funk; Jacob who married Susanna
Bean and Margaret Hunsicker; Daniel who married
Regina Keyster and Hannah Oberholtzer, and Abra
ham who married Hannah Zoller. (Montgy W Bk

8/67; Casspe #29).
No. 502. "ISAAC HUNSICKER his daughter died in Skippack March 11, 1840." Daughter of Isaac Hunsicker
and his wife Magdalena (No. 468), she was Barbara
Hunsicker, born October 24, 1807 and is buried at
144
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Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. She was a
grand-daughter of No. 501.
No. 503. "CHRISTIAN STAUFFER died in Towamencin

March 15, 1840." Born April 1, 1769, son of No. 112
and brother of Nos. 508 and 530, he married Susanna

Kulp born February 26, 1782; died September 18,
1849, daughter of Jacob and Mary (Clemens) Kolb.
Buried at Towamencin Mennonite Cemetery. Issue:
Jacob, and Hannah, wife of Eli Starr. (Montgy W Bk
8/67; Heckler p 306; Kulp pp 440, 449).

No. 504 "Young JOSEPH TYSON his wife died in Skippack
March 16, 1840." She was Sarah Tyson born in 1818
and is buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Ceme
tery. Her husband has not been identified.

No. 505. "Old RELLER,
May 16, 1775,
George Roeller
Wambold, born

pastor, died March 27, 1840." Born
son of Rev. Conrad Roeller, John
married July 19, 1798 Magdalena
September 7, 1777; died July 31,

1803, daughter of Abraham and Louise Wambold.
Both buried at Indianfield Lutheran Church of

which he was pastor for 42 years. He married 2nd,
June 18, 1805 Sarah Himelreich, born May 29, 1783;
died November 12, 1856, daughter of Joseph and
Magdalena Himelreich. (She married Peter Raudenbusch after Roeller's death.) He also served To-

hickon and Old Goshenhoppen Lutheran Churches,
and lived in Upper Salford Township where he oper
ated a grist- and saw-mill. Issue by 1st wife: Juliana
wife of Abraham Cressman; Charles and Esther.
Issue by 2nd "wife: Isaac, Tobias who married Han

nah Bisse; Jesse, EUenora and Hannah. (Montgy W
Bk 8/77; OC Bk 8/51; Penna. German Society
Publ'n Vol XXXI p 355-6).

No. 506 "GEORGE REIFF his wife died [in] Skippack June
13, 1840." Daughter of Nos. 165 and 273, she was
Elizabeth Clemens, born January 30, 1773. She was

married February 7,1792 by Michael Croll to George
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Reiff, born December 23, 1768; died November 28,
1847, son of Nos. 49 and 184. Both buried at Lower
Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: George who
married Mary Schwenk; Catherine, wife of Daniel
Detweiler and Jacob Hunsicker; Garret who married
Susanna Kulp; Jacob who married Elizabeth Oberholtzer;^ Elizabeth, wife of John Kulp and Joseph
who married Elizabeth Detweiler. (Montgy W Bk
8/572; Kulp pp 169, 207).
No. 507 "Old BENJAMIN ALDERPER died June 18, 1840."
Born October 3, 1771, son of No. 176, he married
Elizabeth Schumacher (No. 513). Buried at Lower
Salford Mennonite Cemetery. Jssue: Anna, wife of
Isaac Kratz; Elizabeth, wife of Rev. Abraham Hun
sicker; John who married Margaret Grater and
Michael who married Kate Ziegler. (Montgy W Bk
8/92; HSL).
No. 508. "HENRICH STAUFFER died in Gwinnet Township
June 20, 1840." Son of No. 112 and brother of Nos.
503 and 530, he married Anna Stauffer, bom No
vember 27, 1780; died June 9, 1870. He was born
December 20, 1774 and is buried at Plain Mennonite
Cemetery. No issue. (Montgy W Bk 8/91; Heckler
p 306; Stouffer-Stover p 162).
No. 509. "Thin ANDREW ZIEGLER his wife died July 9,
1840." She was Catherine, daughter of Henry Lederach and his wife Catherine and was wife of No. 617

to whom she was married by Michael Croll March
29, 1792. The Strassburger Family History gives her
death date as July 2,1840, and her age as 70 yrs. 9m.
28d. She is buried at Lower Salford Mennonite Ceme

tery. (Montgy W Bk 2/139; Strassburger pp 484,
491).
No. 510. "HENRICH HUNSICKER his daughter died August
28, 1840 at the Perkiomen." She was Elizabeth
Hunsicker born November 28, 1825, daughter of

Henry D. Hunsicker and his wife Catherine Schu-
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macher, grand-daughter of No. 547 and great-granddaughter of Nos. 331 and 419. Buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery.

No. 511 "ABRAHAM SCHWENK his wife died September
13, 1840 (in) Perkiomen Twp." Wife of No. 595,
she was Veronica Bauer, born April 10,1756, daugh
ter of Michael Bauer and his wife Veronica Landes.

Buried at Keely's Cemetery. (Perk. Reg. Vol. I
(1895) p 117).

No. 512 "LUDWIG GRATER his daughter died (in) Skippack October 8, 1840." Born April 21, 1821, she was
Catherine, daughter of Ludwig Grater and his wife
Catherine Hunsicker and grand-daughter of Nos. 63
and 144. Buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite
Cemetery.

No. 513. "Widow ALDERFER died November 17, 1840;
Benjamin Alderfer his wife." Born October 1, 1772
daughter of No. 469, Elizabeth Schumacher married

Benjamin Alderfer (No. 507) May 13, 1794 and is
buried at Lower Salford Mennonite Cemetery.

No. 514 "GERRET BIEN his young wife died November 17,
1840 (in) Skippack." Born November 15, 1811, she
was Esther Hunsicker, daughter of Jacob Hunsicker

and his wife Sarah Kolb. She married October 24,
1833 Garret Bien born September 5, 1811; died May
31, 1892, son of Henry Bien (Bean) jr. and his wife
Susanna Ziegler and grandson of No. 349 as cor
rected in this Bulletin, Vol X p 45. Both buried at
Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Gerret Bien

was married, 2nd, by Rev. George Wack May 22,
1842 to Catherine Freyer. Issue: Henry F., Garret
F. Bean; Susanna Drake; Sarah wife of Henry
Freyer and Magdalena Wonsitler. (Montgy Dd Bk
386/338).
No. 515. "JOHAN BER6E died December 18, 1840 in Wor
cester Twp." Born April 2, 1794, son of Jacob and

Elizabeth (Godshalk) Bergey, he married January 23,
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1817 Mary Lederach born November 16, 1797; died
June 19, 1862, daughter of No. 536. Both buried at
Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Anna,
wife of Abraham Kreibel; Henry who married Han
nah Keyser and a child who died in infancy. (Bergey
P 34.)
No. 516 "ISAAC GROPP died in Towamencin December 21,
1840." Born March 1, 1790, he is presumed to have

been a son of Isaac Krupp, sr., of Towamencin. He
married Sarah Moyer March 12, 1811 according to
Tohickon Reformed Church records. She died March

9, 1860 aged 71 yr. 9 m. 26d. and is buried beside her
husband at Christ Lutheran Church, Mainland.
Issue: Jacob, Jonas, Eli who married Sarah White;
Mary, Jesse who married Sophia Wiegner, Isaac, and
Charles who died at the age of 25 years, less than a
month after his father. (Montgy OC Bk 8/108, 133;
Dd Bks 38/520; 90/69; 107/380; 154/267; Schwenkfelder Families p 495, 1233).
No. 517. "WIDOW HARLEY died December 25, 1840, Joseph
Harley his widow." Bom November 8, 1761, she was
Catherine Reiff, daughter of No. 118 and widow of
No. 409. Buried at Price's Cemetery.
No. 518 "ABRAHAM BECHTEL his wife died in Providence

Twp. September (sic) 25, 1840." Has not been iden
tified.

No. 519. "SAMUEL KRIEBEL died in Worcester Twp. Feb
ruary 1, 1841." Born June 13, 1776, son of Andrew

and Susanna (Yeakel) Kriebel, he married June 3,
1802 Christina Schultz born September 29, 1782;
died April 21, 1819, daughter of Rev. Melchior and
Salome (Wagner) Schultz. He married, 2nd, July 20,
1824 Catharine Letherach, born May 19, 1795; died
November 16, 1848, daughter of No. 586. A miller
by trade, he and his brother Abraham operated
Kreibel's Mill near Cedars, Pa. for many years. Issue
by 1st wife: Sarah, wife of Samuel Kriebel; Susanna,
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wife of George Anders; Lydia, wife of Jacob Krauss;
Elizabeth, wife of Amos Schultz; William who mar

ried Mary Zilling. Issue by 2nd wife: Sophia, wife
of Solomon Schultz. (Montgy W Bk 8/120, 165;
Schwenkfelder Families p 231.)
No. 520. "HENRICH PREIS his widow died in Lower Salford February 10, 1841." Sister of Nos. 509 and 536

and widow of No. 312, she was Magdalena Lederach,
born August 8, 1760, daughter of Henry and Catharina (Clemens) Lederach, and is buried at Lower
Salford Mennonite Cemetery.
No. 521 "SAHRA HENDRICKS died in Towamencin Febru

ary 9, 1841." Has not been identified, but may have
been the youngest daughter of Paul Hendricks who

died in 1815 and his wife Anna who died February
20,1821, and a sister-in-law of No. 444. (Montgy OC
Bk 3/161; W Bk 6/365; Misc Bk 3/275).
No. 522. "ABRAHAM GROFF his wife died in Frederick

Twp. February 11,1841." Widow of No. 264, she was
Magdalena Wagner born July 10, 1756, daughter of
Michael Wagner, and is buried at Goshenhoppen
Union Cemetery.
No. 523 "JOHN CLEMMER his wife died in Lower Salford

February 12, 1841." Widow of No. 431, she was born
September 2, 1758 and was probably a daughter of
William Godshalk and his wife Gertrude Schrager.
Buried at Lower Salford Mennonite Cemetery.

No. 524 "VALENTIN KIELEY died March 7,1841 aged 83y
4m 13d." Son of Henry Keely of Skippack who died
da 1799, Valentine Keely was born about December

24, 1757 and married April 14, 1787 Mary Grimley,
born April 14, 1765; died March 3, 1849, daughter
of Nos. 42 and 180. Both buried at Keely's Cemetery.
Issue: Valentine, Benjamin, Elizabeth, wife of
Jacob Wireman; Catherine, wife of Benjmain T.
Miller; Hannah, wife of William Price and Mary,
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wife of Isaac Grimley. (Montgy W Bk 2/91; OC Bk
8/136).
No. 525 "HERMAN HEFFELFINGER died at the Trap

March 8, ^1841." Has not been definitely identified
but was probably an unmarried son of Jacob Heffelfinger of U. Providence who died in 1854. Jacob
was a son of Christian Heffelfinger who died in
Limerick in 1826 leaving a widow Mary and chil
dren: the above Jacob who married Ann Hencks,

Henry, John, George, Margaret wife of John Walter,
Abraham and Isaac. Now in 1758 Charles Norris and
the trustees of the General Loan Office sold to Abra

ham Heffelfinger 117 acres in Limerick. Abraham
and Barbara Heffelfinger conveyed the tract in 1766
to John Heffelfinger who was probably either a
brother of Abraham or a son of Abraham. The latter,

and perhaps John, were quite possibly sons of CoUa
or Nicholas Heffelfinger who had settled in Salford
Township as early as 1728. Colla and his wife Cath
erine are known to have had at least one son Henry
who between 1780 and 1785 removed to Vincent

Township, Chester County where Henry died in 1790
aged 78 years. Buried at Vincent Mennonite Ceme
tery, he left a widow Catherine and six children:
John, Jacob who married Elizabeth Horning (daugh
ter of Nos. 14 and 23); Barbara, wife of Joseph DuBois (No. 422 now identified); Catherine wife of
Jacob Andrews of Vincent; Elizabeth, wife of John

Leinberger and Ann wife of Jacob Shoe. It is here
suggested that Abraham Heffelfinger was a brother
of Henry, and John another brother or son. (Montgy
Dd Bks 1/146, 180, 185, 187, 272; 41/422; Montgy
OC Bk 7/16; 12/239; Abstracts of Chester Co. Wills
(GSP) 3/349; 4/430).
No. 526 "Old JOHN ZOLLER his wife died (in) Skippack
March 12, 1841." She is believed to have been Anna
Maria Erny, born October 3, 1771, daughter of Jo-
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hannes and Elizabeth Erny, and was wife of John
Zoller, born about 1765, son of John Zoller (Sullier,
Sullar) of New Hanover Township who died March
15, 1777 aged 73 yr 8m, and his second wife Jacobina. The elder John Zoller's first wife died in Sep
tember 1763; by her he had two children: Christian
who died ca 1811 and had lived in New Hanover on

the family homestead, and Margaret who was mar
ried by 1760 to Philip Jacob Smith. By his 2nd wife
Jacobina, John Zoller, sr. had five children: John,
Philip, Catherine, Elizabeth, and Jacob who died in
1827 unmarried. A blacksmith by trade, John Zoller
the younger married Anna Maria Erny April 22,
1788 and settled in Skippack on land he purchased
from Abraham Reimer where he died about 1845.

Probable issue: Elizabeth, wife of Henrich Linsenbigler; Hannah, wife of Abraham Cassel; John who
died in 1831; George, Edward, Jacob who died in
1835, Jonathan and Sarah. (New Hanover Lutheran
Church Records; Falkner Swamp Reformed Church

Records; Phila. Adm Bk 1/3 #53; Montgy W Bks
3/289; 6/7, 421; 7/466; OC Bk 1/7; Montgy Dd
Bks 10/520; 25/332; 41/226; 68/280; 148/234).
No. 527 "Old ABRAHAM ZIEGLER, tanner, died March 24,
1841, aged 78y 8m 2d." Born August 22, 1762, son
of No. 191, he married in 1791 Elizabeth Stamm
(No. 40). Both are buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Henry who died in infancy;
Anna, wife of Michael Schumacher; John who mar
ried Elizabeth Freyer; Sarah wife of Henry Freyer;
Michael who married Catherine Christman, and
Jacob. (Jones-Detweiler, History of Skippack;
Montgy RW #18,017; OC #21,279; Montgy W Bk
6/26).

No. 528. "JACOB KASSEL died May 24,1841 at the Skippack
In Skippack Twp." Born February 21, 1771, son of
No. 221 and brother of Nos. 136 and 279, he is said to
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have married Hannath Jans (Johnson) daughter of
Nos. 233 and 291. A miller by trade, he is buried at
Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Benja
min (No. 429) incorrectly identified as a son of
Henry and Rachel Cassel but upon further investiga
tion is now established as son of Jacob and Hannah

Cassel and who was a teacher by profession and died
unmarried; Isaac; Elizabeth, wife of John Gotwals;
Susanna; Jesse who married Deborah Merkel; David
who married Kate Moyer; Abraham who married
Mary Yocum; John who married Sarah Gotwals;
Jacob and Molly. (Cassel pp 263, 276; Montgy Dd
Bk 60/197,199).
No. 529, "JOHN FITZGERALD died (in) Skippack Twp.
May 28,1841." Has not been identified but may have
been a son of the baker Thomas Fitzgerald (No.
102). His name does not appear on the Skippack
Township tax lists and he left no estate which passed
through the Montgomery County Courts.
No. 530. "RUDOLF STAUFFER died on the Schuylkill July
2, 1841." Born March 27, 1771, son of No. 112, he
married Beata Reiner, born November 27, 1775;
died October 1, 1821, daughter of Abraham Reiner
of L. Providence and his wife Christiana Wanner.

Both buried at Coventry Brethren Church, Chester
County. Issue: Eliza wife of Jesse Grubb; Owen, and
Ann, wife of John Baugh. (Montgy W Bk 6/228;
Heckler p 306; Rev. Carl T. Smith)
No. 581. "HENRICH REIFF his son died July 10, 1841 in
Salford." Has not been identified but was possibly
a grandson of Nos. 173 and 383.
No. 532. "JOSUA DETTWEILER died at the Trapp July
22,1841." Born July 3, 1781, son of Jacob and Maria
(Funk) Detweiler, he married October 5, 1803
Catherine Allebach, born October 15, 1784; died

August 25, 1842, daughter of Abraham and Cath
erine (Rosenberger) Allebach. Issue: John, Mary,
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Elizabeth, Sarah, Catherine, Jacob, Abraham, Sus
anna, Margaret and Anna. (Montgy OC Bk 6/611;
HSL)

No. 533. "JACOB MOYER died in Salford July 25, 1841."
Son of Nos. 66 and 154, he married Sarah Detweiler,
daughter of John Detweiler and his 1st wife Cath

erine Funk (No. 56). Both are believed to have been

buried in Lower Salford Mennonite Cemetery. Issue:
Mary, wife of Rev. John Kolb; Sarah, wife of George
Hagey; Abraham who married Nancy Hagey; Jacob
who married Barbara Ann Shoemaker (No. 461);
Elizabeth, wife of Abraham H. Price; Dr. Joseph
who married Rachel Witman; Daniel, Benjamin and
John Moyer. (Montgy OC Bk 8/134, 137; Moyer p
44 ff)

No. 534. "ABRAHAM SCHWENK died in Mathacton August
20, 1841." Son of Nos. 511 and 595, he was born
December 1, 1792 and is believed to have married
Margaret Snyder, daughter of John and Susanna
Snyder of Limerick, Issue as named in \dll of No.
595: Isaac, Abraham, David, William, Margaret and

Sarah. (Montgy W Bk 8/287; Goshenhoppen Luth
eran Church Records)

No. 535. "MICHAEL HALLMAN his little Joseph died
August 21, 1841." Bom in March 1837, his father
Michael Hallman who was born September 11, 1812;
died October 9, 1883 is presumed to have been a son
of No. 394. Anna Detweiler, wife of Michael Hallman was born November 30, 1816 and died May 1,
1889, All are buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite
Cemetery.
No. 536. "Old HENRICH LETERACH died in Worcester

Twp. September 4, 1841," Born January 8, 1766 son
of Henry Lederach and his wife Catherine Clemmer,
and brother of Nos. 509 and 520, he married Anna

Alderfer born March 13,'1769; died May 17, 1861,
daughter of No. 176. Both buried at Lower Salford
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Mennonite Cemetery, although they lived in Wor
cester Township. Issue: Elizabeth, wife of John G.
Moyer; Catherine, widow of No. 519; Mary, widow
of No. 515; Ann, wife of David Kratz; Susanna, wife
of Joseph Heebner and Henry who married Lydia
Hendricks. (Montgy W Bk 8/165; RosenbergerSwartley Family History p 121; Heckler p 203 ff)
No. 537. "ANDREAS ZIEGLER his wife, a born Freyer, died
September 25, 1841." Born April 28, 1790 she was
Elizabeth Freyer, daughter of Bernard Freyer and
his wife Anna Maria Schumacher (No. 576). Mar
ried by Rev. George Wack March 7, 1819, her hus
band Andreas Ziegler was born April 27, 1791; died
December 31, 1874. He married, 2nd, Elizabeth's
sister Susan Freyer, born January 4,1805; died June
6, 1864. A weaver by trade, Andreas Ziegler was a
son of Nos. 93 and 278. All buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. There appear to have
been no children by either wife; Andrew's estate was
left - equally to his brothers and sister and to his

wife's brothers. (Montgy W Bk 14/86)
No. 538. "JOHN LEDERACH his wife died in Salford Octo

ber 18, 1841." Born 'June 15, 1773, she was Maria
Kolb, daughter of No. 169. Her husband John Leder-

ach, born January 23, 1775; died November 7, 1848,
son of Henry Lederach and Catherine Clemmer and
brother of Nos. 509, 520 and 536, married, 2nd, Mary
Clemmer born February 28, 1795; died December 26,
1858, daughter of Nos. 431 and 523. All buried at
Lower Salford Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Anna,
wife of William Young; Catherine, wife lof Joseph
Fry; Henry who married Ann Garges; John; Mary

(No. 367) now identified as the 1st wife of Abraham
Gotwals; Elizabeth wife of Michael Shoemaker.
(Montgy W Bk 8/644)
No. 539. "ANDREAS MERCKLEY his daughter died Octo
ber 21, 1841 aged 3y Im 18d." Has not been identi-

DEATHS IN THE SKIPPACK REGION

fied; she may have been a daughter of Andrew and
Elizabeth (Stetler) Markley and a granddaughter
of No. 164.

No. 540. "GARRET DETWEILER his wife died December 6,
1841 in Skippack." She was Catherine Nyce, born in
February 1820 and said to have been the 1st wife of

Garret Detweiler who was born June 14, 1818; died
October 15, 1895, son of No. 373 and his wife Cath

erine Reiff. Garret's 2nd wife Fanny was born May
28, 1818 and died October 21, 1875. All buried at

Lower Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. (Moyer p
808; HSL)

No. 541. "SOLOMON ANDERS his wife died December 24,
1841." Since no Solomon Anders is listed in the

Schwenkfelder Family Genealogical Record, this was
probably incorrectly translated and should read
"Solomon Anderson," in which case she would have
been the wife of the Solomon Anderson who was a
son of Nos. 250 and 464. She has not been further
identified.

No. 542. "JACOB REIFF his wife died January 3, 1842 in
Philadelphia." Daughter of Nos. 165 and 273, she
was Sarah Clemens, born November 23, 1774 and
was married to Jacob Reiff by Michael Croll Sep
tember 19, 1793. Her husband was born October 12,
1770 and died February 16, 1853, son of Nos. 49 and
134. Both buried at Lower Skippack Mennonite
Cemetery. The transcript of her tombstone incor
rectly reads "died January 7, 1852, aged 77 yr Im
14d." Issue: Daniel who married Elizabeth Weber

and
Earnhardt; Elizabeth (No. 453); Garret
who married Catherine Hunsicker; Catherine, wife
of Joseph Swartley; Sarah, wife of Abraham Reiff;
George C. who married Elizabeth Detweiler and

Nancy who married John D. Hunsicker. (Montgy
W Bk 9/414; Hunsicker Family; HSL)

No. 543. "Old BENJAMIN TYSON died in Skippack January
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5,1842." Born April 27,1777, he is presumed to have
been a son of Nos. 255 and 274. He and his wife

Elizabeth, born in 1760, are both buried at Lower
Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Issue: Benjamin;
Elenor, wife of Mathias Ouster; Esther, wife of John.
J. Swartley; Hannah, Levina and Sarah'Tyson and.
Elizabeth, wife of John B. Reiff. (Montgy 00 Bks
4/637; 8/284, 261; Dd Bk 54/28, 30)
No. 544. "WILLIAM KIND his wife Mary died in Skippack
February 14, 1842." Has not been identified.
No. 545. "AMOS

PANNEBEOKER

his

second

wife

died

January 11,1842." She was Mary Oarl, born May 20,
1814; wife of No. 584. (Bergey pp 27, 28)

No. 546. "JOHN OBERHOLTZER died in Skippack February
14, 1842." Born about 1794 he is buried at Lower
Skippack Mennonite Cemetery. Has not been identi
fied but may have been a son or grandson of No. 97.
No. 547. "JOHN HUNSICKER his wife died February 28,
1842, preacher of the Mennonites." She was Eliza
beth Detweiler, born January 11, 1779, daughter of
John Detweiler and Catherine Funk (No. 56). Her
husband, whom she married May 9, 1797, was bom
August 27, 1773 and died November 17, 1847, son
of No. 419. He married 2nd, Catherine, widow of
Henry High. Issue (all by 1st wife) : Joseph who
married Elizabeth Moyer; Henry who married Cath
erine Shoemaker; Mary, wife of Abraham H. Hendricks; Sarah, wife of John High; Elizabeth, wife of
Gideon Fetterolf and Garret who married Elizabeth

Morgan. (Montgy OC Bk 12/572; Hunsicker
Family)
No. 548. "ABSOLOM FRIDIDICH (FREDERICK) his wife
died March 3,1842." Has not been identified. Absolom
Frederick was taxed in Skippack Township in 183839-40. He seems to have lived in Berks County for a

time, but settled in Pottsgrove in 1870 and died about
1900. (Montgy Dd Bk 178/457)

DEATHS IN THE SKIPPACK REGION

No. 549. "HENRICH KIELY died at the Perkiomen Bridge
March 8, 1842." Son of No. 280 as corrected in No.
350, he left a widow Hannah and had at least three

children: Ephraim, Jacob and Mary Ann, according
to the Perkiomen tax lists for 1838 and 1839. Martin

Hunsberger administered his estate. (Montgy RW
#12,741; OC #10,159; Montgy W Bk 6/377)

CORREOTION for No. 439: Daniel Schwenk's widow was Catherine

Beyer, widow of Jacob Beyer who died in 1796, and not the widow of
George Beyer of Frederick, as suggested. This correction was called to
the attention of the Society by Mr. Melville J. Boyer, Secretary of the
Lehigh County Historical Society.

(To he continued)

Neighborhood News and Notices
From the Southern Tier of Townships
(Continued from Volume VIII page 317)

"Norristown (Penn.) April 26.
Preparations are making- for the commencement of
Mr. McCready's Cotton Factory, which is to be 150 feet long,

by 48 wide, and five stories."

(April 28, 1826)

"Norristown (Penn.) May 3.
. ; . . . . Mr. Wood's White Lead Factory is now in complete
operation. We understand he can manufacture from 5 to 6
tons of White-Lead per week. The Machinery of his Marble
Stone Saw-Mill is not quite finished—on Monday 30 saws

were in operation, and in a few 'days, in all probability, as
many more will be completed."
(May 5, 1826)
(Isaac W. Roberts, Lower Merion, offers six cents reward
for a runaway servant, Robert Dennon, 19 years old.)
(May 11,1826)
"Norristown (Penh.) May 10.
The packet boat Lady of the Lake, has been purchased by
two citizens of this borough, and is intended to ply between
this place and Philadelphia

'

Monday evening the packet boat Planet, arrived here from
Philadelphia, having on board sixty-five passengers. Next
morning, at three o'clock, she proceeded on her way to
Reading."
(May 12, 1826)
[Isaac ,-H. Pritner and Alexander Moore, Jr., proprietors,
and Alexander McCalla and Richard Harding, agents for the
Packet Boat Comet of Norristown, announce that it "will leave
Mr. Richard Harding's Hotel, Upper Ferry, on the Schuylkill
Canal, for Norristown, every Sunday morning during the
season, at 6 o'clock, A.M., returning will leave Norristown
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same day, at 3 o'clock P.M." Schedule varies somewhat for

week days. "For seats, apply to Alexander McCalla, White
(May 24,1826)
Swan Hotel, No. 106 Race street."]
[Joseph Fouike advertises Gwynedd Boarding School for
Boys, 18 miles from Philadelphia, on stage road to Bethlehem.
"Terms—For Tuition, Boarding, Washing and Mending,
Thirty Dollars per quarter."

Apply to Benjamin Albertson, N. W. cor. Market and Front,
or to the subscriber.]
(June 7,1826)
[A. McCalla, Phila., Isaac Pritner, Norristown; and A. W.
Olwine, Yellow Springs, agents, announce that the "Kimberton and Yellow Springs Stage, during the warm weather,
will leave A. McCalla's Hotel, sign of the White Swan, in
Race-street, just above Third, every Saturday morning, at
6 o'clock." During the watering season, a stage from Yellow
Springs will meet the Packet Boat Comet at Norristown; and
one will meet the Reading Boat Planet at Pawling's Bridge.]
(June 13, 1826)

[Capt. Philip Hoover, of Gwynedd, on way to city, was stop
ped by two footpads, but was allowed to proceed "after giving
them a few cents."]
(June 16,1826)
[Lewis Schrack advertises his "Old Line" of stages, plying
between Norristown and Robert Evans', Race st. bet. 4th and
5th, Phila., daily. Will later commence running to Yellow
Springs (Mrs. Hollman's hotel), in one day, 3 times a week.

Fare, Phila. to Springs, $2.00.]
(June 17,1826)
"Superior Packet Accomodations for Reading,
John Lenhart, Captain, (formerly Stokes). The elegant
new Packet Boat Planet, successfully continues her passage
on the'Schuylkill Canal, between Philadelphia and Reading,
in the following order: leaves the dam at Fairmount Water

Works, every Tuesday and Friday morning, at 8 o'clock, touch
ing at Norristown and Pottstown, and arrives at Reading the
same evening, at an early hour .. . apply to A. McCalla, at the
old established Stage Office, White Swan Hotel . . . and at G.
C. Troutman's Hotel, Reading. . . .
A regular line to Mount Carbon runs in connection with
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the Packet. All Passengers on their arrival at Reading going
on to Lebanon, Harrisburg, Orwicksburg, Mount Carbon,
Mauch Chunk and Bethlehem, will be furnished with suitable
conveyances . .. Fare through, $2.25.
MINTZER & GREEN, Proprietors

A. McCALLA, Philadelphia)

G. C. TROUTMAN, Reading/

.

. „

Agents.

(July 25, 1826)
"Norristown (Penn.) August 9,

Arrived at this borough, on Sunday afternoon last, the
Sloop Robert Morris, from Woodbury, N. J. commanded by
Captain Shaw, with two masts and all the necessary rigging,
calculated to carry 35 tons burthen, loaded with choice Water
Melons, and bound to Reading."
(August 11,1826)
"Public Notice to Travellers

The Union Mail Coach Line, now running from Philadel
phia to the Falls of Niagara, via Chestnuthill, Unionville,
Quakertown, Bethlehem, Allentown, Mauch Chunk, Nazareth,
Wilkesbarre, Montrose, Geneva and Buffalo. . . . Starts from
Alexander McCalla's \^ite Swan Hotel, Race street, Philadel
phia, every Sunday and Tuesday mornings at 4 o'clock . . .
Fare to Bethlehem and Allentown, $3.00. A. McCALLA,
agent."
(August 23,1826)
"SWIFTSURE NEW LINE

From Philadelphia to Norristown.

The subscriber respectfully informs his friends and the
public in general, that a New Line of Stages for Norristown,
has commenced running from Robert Evans' Inn, No. 138
Race-street, between Fourth and Fifth-streets . . . every Mon
day, Wednesday and Friday afternoon at 2 o'clock, for Norris
town. . . . Fare through, $1.00. . . .
ROBERT EVANS, Proprietor."
(September 4, 1826)
[Mintzer & Green, props, of the Reading & Phila. Line, and
Wm. Colder & Co., props, of the Reading & Harrisburg Line,
announce that they have united their lines of stages, to run
thrice weekly, from H. Wade's Hotel, at 5 A.M., breakfast at
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Norristown, dine at Pottstown, arrive Reading 5 o*clock. Leave
Reading 5 AJVE.; arrive Harrisburg, 4 P.M.]
(September 18, 1826)

[Townsend Cooper offers $30 reward for a horse stolen
from his stable in Lower Merion, and the thief; $20 for horse
alone.]
(October 12, 1826)

"A marble slab from Hitner's quarry, is at present in front
of Congress Hall, Chesnut-street, to be placed upon the steps
in front of that extensive and beautiful building. The stone
measures seventeen feet in length, eight feet in width, nine
inches in thickness, and weighs eight tons. It will be covered
by a handsome portico."
(October 28, 1826)

[Nathan Supplee, -Worcester, near 20-mile stone on Skippack road, offers $20 reward for a horse stolen from his
stable, and the thief, or $15 for horse alone.]
(November 2, 1826)
"Norristown (Penn.) Nov. 1.
. . . We observe, therefore, with sincere pleasure, that the

Franklin Institute have awarded to S. R. Wood, the premium
for the sample of the best American White Lead, although his
competitors were the oldest manufacturers of that useful

article in the United States."

(November 3, 1826)

"To Teachers.

The Trustees of Lower Merion Academy, are desirous of
renting the establishment 'to a person well qualified to con
duct a boarding School. The situation is very pleasant, and
in a neighbourhood of good society. It is near the old Lan
caster Road, five and a half miles from Phialdelphia. The
building is spacious and convenient; there are two large School
rooms, one in the second, the other in the Third story, each
33 by 20 feet, furnished with suitable desks, and other appa
ratus. There is also, under the same roof, ample room for a
family, and the accomodation of boarders. An excellent

garden, about six acres of good land, a small tenant house,
bam and spring house, may, if desired, be had with the above.
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The whole will be at a very reasonable rent—and it is believed
the advantages of the situation will render it an object worthy
of attention.

For further information, apply to either of the subscribers;
or to John Allen, the present proprietor of the institution.
DAVID ROBERTS
PAUL JONES
ISAAC W. ROBERTS
JOHN LEVERING
Trustees.

Lower Merion, Montgomery County, January 20."

(January 22, 1827)
[Meeting of the Pennsylvania Agricultural Society—1 1/3
cols.)
"The Committee on Horses, report, that they recommend
the following animals as entitled to premiums.
Richard B. Jones' Grand Sultan, as the best Arabian or
Turf Horse, not less than 4 years old, a medal. (Premium
relinquished.]"
(January 31, 1827)
[John Levering, atty.-in-fact for Margaretta Elliott, excx,
of John Elliott, Esq., deed., advertises public sale, at Elliott's
late dwelling in Lower Merion, near 9-mile stone, on Lancaster
Turnpike, of "The noted HORSE ARAB, rising 6 years old,
16 hands high, by the imported Arabian Grand Bashaw."
(etc.)
Also, live stock, carriages, wagon, sleigh, grain, etc.]
(February 10, 1827)
[Henry A. Piper, of Springfield Township, Montgomery
County, offers 6 cents reward for William Coleman, a run
away apprentice to the milling business, between 13 and 14
years old.]
(March 12, 1827)
"TO LET

"A Kitchen and four Rooms in Lower Merion Montgomery
County Academy, at '$30 a year, to a family that will keep
boarders. Inquire
JOHN LEVERING, or
PAUL JONES."

(March 26, 1827)
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[John Moore, proprietor and agent of the Easton and

Doylestown Mail Stage, "shortest route to Easton," advertises
a summer arrangement of daily stages, leaving Rotterdam
Hotel, 124 N. 4th st., Phila. for Jenkintown, Ottsville and

Easton, stopping at Willow Grove on return. Proprietors have
formed connections for Milford, Bethany, Montrose, Owego,
Ithaca, Geneva and Buffalo; and from Geneva for Rochester,
Lewiston, Falls of Niagara, etc.
Apply to M. Wilson, Rotterdam Hotal, and William White's
Hotel, Easton. Passengers will be taken up at J. Dungan's,
(April 23, 1827)
Sign of the Buck, N. 2nd st.]
"The Powder Mill of Mr. JOHN REED, of the adjoining
county of Montgomery, exploded on the 17th ult. with all its
contents. Two of the hands were in the mill, and one was so
mangled that he survived but a few minutes, and the other

was seriously injured. About 3000 pounds of gun powder and
salt petre were destroyed, .and Mr. Reed's loss is very con
siderable."
(May 2, 1827)
[Joseph G. Morgan, White Marsh P. 0., offers $20 reward
for a sorrel horse, stolen from his stable,

Town, on Bethlehem Turnpike.]

mile'from Flour

(May' 8, 1827)

, "The Governor has re-appointed the old board of Canal
Commissioners, so far as they were willing to serve. JONA
THAN ROBERTS, Esq., of Montgomery county, and JAMES

CLARK, Esq., of Westmoreland county, have been appointed
in the room of Dr. Darlington and George M. Dallas, Esq.,
resigned."
(May 24, 1827)
[William Griffith, master, and Robert Evans, Phila., James
H. Weeb, Norristown, and Frederick Holman, Yellow Springs,
agents, announce spring schedule of Packet Boat "Comet"
and Yellow Springs stage. Packet runs five times weekly from
Fairmount Dam to Norristown, stopping at Manayunk for
breakfast. Stage runs thrice weekly from Norristown to the
Springs. Fares : packet, 87^c; stage, $1.00. Boat has been
completely refitted, enlarged and painted.]
May 24, 1827)

[Christian F. Youngman, Owen Rice, and Daniel C. Freytag, acting proprietors, announce the Union Line of stages.
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leaving Bethlehem and Allentown three times weekly for
Philadelphia. Leave Eagle Hotel, Bethlehem, and Habersacker's, Allentown, breakfast at Haines "Red Lion," Quakertown; dine at the Spring House; returning, breakfast at
Sellers', White Marsh, dine Quakertown. Connections for
Nazareth, Wilkesbarre, Mauch Chunk, Berwick, Reading,
Lancaster and Easton, and thence to New York every other
day.]
(June 16,1827)
[Henry Styer, proprietor, Robert Evans, Phila., and
Frederick Hallman, Yellow Springs, agents, advertise Phila
delphia and Yellow Springs Stage, running via Norristown
three times weekly.
Fare to Norristown, $1.00; to Yellow Springs, $2.00.]
(June 18, 1827)
[John Wolle and Matthew Christ, Bethlehem; Clark. &
Cooper, Frysburg; Jacob Karn, Quakertown; Henry Slight,
Unionville; Jacob Peters, Chestnuthill, and Alexander McCalla, agent, Phila., advertise Union Mail Line of Stages,
three times weekly for Bethlehem and Allentown. Usual con
nections for "almost any part of Pennsylvaniaetc. Apply at
White Swan, Race st., Phila.]
(June 25,1827)
[William H. McCalla, captain; A. McCalla, agent, Phila.,
A. Levan and P. Shenfelder, agents, Reading, announce the
new Packet Boat Swan, running twice weekly on the Schuylkill Canal between Phila. and Reading. On up-trip, touch at
Manayunk, Norristown and Valley Forge; lodge Morris tav
ern, Pawling's Bridge. Continue next morning by Phoenix
Works, Pottstown, Unionville and Birdsborough, to Reading.
Returning, lodge at Ramsey's tavern, opposite Norristown.
"Route will be accomplished by day light."] (June 25,1827)
[An item from West Chester describes the destruction by
lightning, on Saturday the 14th, of a large douvle-floored barn
in Lower Providence, Montgomery county. Owner, Jonas
Umstead; present tenant, J. Pennypacker, and last year's
tenant, share the loss.]
(July 20, 1827)
[Samuel Humphreys, in a letter to the "National Journal,"
takes exception to a letter printed therein, and says:] "The
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original draughts of the United States, Constitution, President,
Constellation and Congress, were drawn by Joshua Hunphreys,
of Philadelphia, agreeably to dimensions proposed by that
gentleman to General Knox, then Secretary of War."
(August 16, 1827)

[A Norristown dispatch announces the completion there of
Mr. McCredy's new cotton factory, which is expected to begin
operating in a few weeks.]
(September 14, 1827)
[Annual Election of Pennsylvania Agricultural Society.
Committee on Horses declare "their great satisfaction on
viewing Judge Jones's fine Arabian Grand Sultan (selected by
himself from the stud of the Bey of Tripoli), now excluded
from the competition for premiums by having on a former
occasion received the highest reward." Among the members of
various committees are Loyd Jones, Richard B. Jones, Manuel
Byre, Thomas Penn Gaskell, while Bartholomew Ketch is
mentioned as the ploughman of Dr. William Harris, of Chester
county.]
(October 28, 1827)

Nineteenth Century Real Estate Offerings
(Compiled from Philadelphia Newspapers)

(Continued from Volume X page 2^9)

(We resume our selected abstracts from "Poulson' American Daily
Advertiser."

This is the golden age of the roadside tavern. Another quarter-century,
and the creaking of the "prairie schooner" must give way to the rumble
of the "iron horse," as its whistle drowns the champing and stamping
of the hundred horses in the tavern stable.

Other things are changing, too. More and more, the advertisement-of
the tavern or the farm for sale is inserted, not by the owner, but by the
"commission merchant," or, in present day language, realtor.
We note quaint terms in these old "ads:" tavern is tavern house;
store is store house; and mill, mill house. The millstones are "French
Burrs" or "country stones," while the lingo of the paper-maker and the
tanner bewilders-•all but the technologist.
Our abstracts, unfortunately, cover mainly the lower end of the county.
Lower Merion and Cheltenham being oftenest .mentioned. Real estate
for sale in the central and upper parts of the county, being hard to reach
from Philadelphia, would likely be advertised in the newspapers of
Norristown and Pottstown, Allentown and Reading.)

Jesse Rex, executor, advertises sale of 115 acres, late the
estate of Christopher Rex, deed., in Springfield, to be sold in
two farms:

No. 1. On northeast side of Whitemarsh Church road, ad
joining Christian Donnel, deed.; Abraham Yeakle, etc., about
twelve miles from Philadelphia, containing about 60 acres.
No. 2. On southwest side of said road, adjoining Christian
Donnel, John Ottinger and Abraham Yeakle; containing about
55 acres.

Each farm has a two-story stone dwelling, and No. 2, a

stone barn.

[October 24, 1815]
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A farm of 100 to 120 acres, on Gulf road, near the Gulf
Mills, in Lower Merion, will be sold by William Eliot. On the
property are a 2-story stone mansion house, stone barn, large
orchard; etc. The location is within three miles of Buck Tavern

on the Lancaster Turnpike.
[November 15, 1815]
The real estate late of John Stout, of Cheltenham, deed.,
amounting to about 65 acres, is for sale by John and Peter
Stout. Said property is on the road from Chestnut Hill to
Jenkintown, and adjoins lands of John Fisher and Robert
McCurdy. The Buildings are of stone.
[December 2, 1815]
An 80-acre farm and mill seat, on Pennypack creek, in Moreland township, is up for sale by Jonathan, Jacob and Samuel
Thomas, executors of Mordecai Thomas, late of Hatborough,
deed. Old York road reaches the prmises.
To be sold at same time, furniture, meat, vehicles, farming

utensils, live stock, and one share in the Hatborough Library.
[February 15,1816]
John Smith, Alexander Hampton and Richard Peters, Jun.,
assignees of Jacob Vogdes, advertise sale of 100 acres of
Chestnut timber land, in Upper Merion and Charlestown
townships, divided into lots of from 2 to 10 acres each, with a
new stone house, stone barn, unfinished. Also, several other
tracts. Meet at John Workeizer's tavern, near the Valley
Forge, and proceed to the premises.
[March 21, 1816]
A paper mill, with about 64 acres of land, in Lower Merion,
is advertised for sale. Three dwelling houses are on the prop
erty, with other outbuildings, a fine orchard, and some wood
land and meadow. Adjoining are the lands of Thomas Amies
and George McClenachan.
"This is unquestionably the most handsome Mill Seat on the
stream, as it lays with a most delightful prospect on the public
road to the City. The celebrity of Mill Creek is sufficiently
established, nothing need be said in its praise—the vast var

iety and number of mills with which it is crowded, give
demonstration of its superior worth."

Apply to Frederick Beates, No. 94, north Third street, or to
George Sheets, Bustleton.*
[June 27, 1816]
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* (Rev.) George Sheets was the son of Frederick Sheets, and grandson
of Conrad Scheetz. This mill property is the one known as the "lower
mill." The families of Beates and Scheetz were intermarried.

The former property of Cadwalader Evans, Esq., in Gwynedd township, comprising about 359 acres, is for sale by

Samuel Milligan.

[July 3, 1816.]

John Donaldson, Jr., No. 43 Dock St., advertises sale of a
farm of about 167 acres, with two-story stone house, etc. Said
property, which is about 23 miles from Philadelphia, is on
the road leading from the Philadelphia and Bethlehem Turn
pike to Doylestown, and lies partly in Bucks and partly in
Montgomery county, with Montgomery Square Post Office
2y2 miles away.
[July 26, 1816]
David Sower, Sr., of Worcester, offers for sale a 25-acre
farm in that township, on the Germantovni and Perkiomen
Turnpike. The two-story house has one room used as a store;
there is also a large stone blacksmith shop on the property.
[November 15, 1816.]
For sale by Nicholas Austin, of Buckingham, is a 3-acre lot
on Old York road in the village of Hatborough, with two-story
stone house and stone store adjoining. Enquire of Elizabeth
Austin, living on the premises.
[December 18,1816]
Robert McClenachan announces his removal to 72 S. 11th.

St., "next to the corner of George or Sansom street," where he
will conduct the real etate business, including, outside of
Pennsylvania, lands in New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, etc.
[May 27, 1817]
"Hope Lodge Farm," situated on the Chestnut Hill and
Spring House Tavern Turnpike and Skippack road, in Whitemarsh township, will be divided into lots, especially parts
fronting the Church, Township Line and Lukens roads. Be
sides the 300-acre farm, with large brick house, there are
two stone barns, and two lime kilns; also, a store of long
standing, at the fork of Skippack road. Wissahickon creek and

Sandy Run flow through the premises. Apply to John G. Watmough.
[November 4, 1817]
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The plantation late of Benjamin Harry, in Gwynedd and
Whitpain, containing 2291/^ acres, is advertised for sale by his
executors, George Roberts, Owen Evans and David Harry.
Adjoining properties are owned by Joseph Lewis, Esq., George
Inglis and Samuel Thomas. Buildings are of stone, and 25

acres of woodland, on Morris road, may be included in the
sale. Apply to Nathan Moore, on the premises.
[December 8, 1817]

A merchant and grist mill, with two water-wheels and
three pairs of stones, on the Perkiomen, near Reading Turn
pike road, in Upper Providence township, will be sold at public
sale by Isaac Freed. The property, about 81 acres in extent, is
one mile from the Trap, and three quarter-miles from Evansburgh.

Also, 47 acres in Norriton, adjoining Jacob Slough, Christo
pher Rittenhouse, and the Schuylkill, 1 mile from Ridge Turn
pike; 11/^ from Norristown.
[December 11,1817]

John Iredle and Joseph Lukens, executors of Joseph Wil
liams of Upper Merion, advertise sale of his real estate in six
lots, as follows:

(1) Tract of 186^ acres on the Schuylkill, adjoining John
Supplee, Philip Rees and William Ouster.
(2) Mill seat, with 20 ft. 8 ins. fall, and 29^^ acres of land
on Gulf creek, adjoining William Custer, Gulf Greek road,
Schuylkill river, and above-mentioned plantation.
(3-6, incl.) Lots of woodland, on north side of Gulf creek,
fronting on Gulf Creek road.
Apply to Jacob Ramey, at the Mansion House.
[December 19, 1817]
The dwelling house of the late General Nichols, in the bor
ough of Pottstown, is for sale by Jacob Hubley, Esq., Pottstown, and A. M. Nichols, 88 Union street, Philadelphia.
"The Locking of the Schuylkill is progressing rapidly, there
is also an act of the Legislature for building a bridge across
the river at the town."
[January 13, 1818]
Thomas Truxton, Sheriff, advertises sale of several rent
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charges, formerly of the estate of Elizabeth Norris, deed.,
among them:

One of 36 bushels of winter whest, charged on a tract in
Norriton, payable "at any Grist Mill at a distance not exceed
ing six miles from the said land." 100 acres, adjoining land of
Abraham Rhodes; now in tenure of John Colston.

One of 40 bushels, charged on tract of 117 acres in Norri
ton, adjoining Samuel Evans; formerly in tenure of Ezekiel
Rodes.

One of £ 7—10 s., charged on a tract of 166 acres 120
perches in Norriton, adjoining Matthias Rittenhouse; late in
tenure of Joseph Armstrong.
One of 51 bushels, charged on a tract in Worcester township,
of 141% acres, adjoining Christopher Eckstein; late in tenure
of Abraham Yeackly.
[April 27, 1818]
Public sale is advertised of a stone dwelling and store, with
about ten acres of land, in the village of Willow-Grove, where
Old York road joins the post road to Easton. This property,

which has been occupied as a store for more than thirty years
is beint sold pursuant to the will of William Faries, late of
Willow-Grove, deed., by his executrixes, Ann Nepier and
Martha Faries.
[September 24, 1818]
A plantation of 91 acres, near the Meeting-house in Horsham, will be sold by Charles Holt, of that township. The
public roads from Cross Roads to Norris Town, and from
Hatborough to Gream Park, border it, and the lands of Nathan
Holt and Nathan Lukens adjoin.
[October 12, 1818]
T. Austin, 7 N. 13th st., offers for sale a farm of about 52
acres in Cheltenham, "on the Turnpike, old York Road, and
at the corner of the Oxford or Church Road, leading to Frankford ;" with 2-story stone mansion house, 52' x 30'; stone
barn; etc. "The New York, Easton, Bethlehem, Doylestown
and Wilkesbarre stages pass daily—and in the summer season
the Willow Grove Springs, induce many respectable and daily
visitors to pass." Situated in "the flourishing village of Chel
tenham (commonly called Shoemaker Town.)"
Property will be shown by tenant, J. Busbin.
[November 2,1818.]
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Joseph Richardson, 359 Market street, has put up for sale
the former residence of Joseph Lukins in Horsham, compris
ing 101 acres of land on the road from Trenton to the Swedesford, one mile from Horsham Meeting-house, with a thriving
orchard and currants sufficient to make "from 15 to 20 bar

rels of Wine annually." Lands of John Iredell, William Cooper
a.nd others adjoin.
[November 4, 1818]
Public sale of a farm of 123-|- acres, one mile from Mont
gomery Square, on the post road from Norristown to Doylestown, is advertised for sale by T. B. Freeman, auctioneer, who
has a 134-acre farm, and some smaller properties, in the same
township (Montgomery) listed for sale. [November 12, 1818]
Within one mile of Norristown can be purchased "a mill
property of about 50 acres, with new merchant and grist mill,
60' X 40', with three pair French Burr Stones; a plaster and

saw mill attached; new stone dam with pond of 13 or 14 acres;
stone dwellingetc.

[December 3,1818.]

A 75-acre farm, on the Ridge Turnpike, in Whitemarsh,
with stone buildings, will be sold by Thomas H. White, Dock
street. "Purchase money will be taken in Certificates of Debt
against the Ridge Turnpike Company."
[December 5,1818.]
The property of Peter Wallover, in Lower Merion, consist
ing of three houses, and a paper mill on Mill creek, with 33
acres of land, is advertised for sale by Justus Scheetz, sheriff.
Personal property will also be sold.
[December 15, 1818.]
Marcena Alloway has put up his house and 3-acre lot in
Lower Merion for private sale or rent. Property adjoins lands
of Benjamin Holland, and is served by "roads leading differ
ent ways through the Neighbourhood—^from Flatrock Bridge
to Lancaster Turnpike, and from Mill Greek to Gulph Mills."
Apply to subscriber, residing near the place.
[February 2,1819]
Public sale is advertised of about 60 acres of land in Chel

tenham, formerly the property of Phineas Waterman, and
being disposed of by his executors, Rebecca Waterman and
Thomas Shoemaker. The turnpike road and Shoemaker's Vil-
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lage are only
mile away, and lands of Charles Shoemaker,
Thomas Mather and Joshua Paxton adjoin. Apply to Charles
Waterman, "living thereon," or T. Shoemaker, "near thereto."
[February 25,1819]
Justus Sheetz, sheriff, advertises sale of 25 acres of lime
stone land, on the Philadelphia-Bethlehem Turnpike road, in
Whitemarsh township. The buildings are, a two-story stone
tavern; "stone sheds sufficient to house about one hundred
and twenty acresalso, a two-story stone dwelling, formerly
occupied as a store. Abraham Lukens, Henry Doub and others
adjoin. Taken as property of John Roth.
[August 9, 1819]
The public sale of a merchant and grist mill, on the Perkiomen in Upper Providence, is advertised by Ezekiel Rhoads
and Joseph Rhoads, of Norriton township, near Norristown.
Mill has two pair of French Burrs, five feet in diameter, and
a pair of country stones; and will manufacture forty barrels
of flour per day. Also, dwelling, barn and 32 acres of land.
Apply to Isaac Freed, on the premises, or to the subscriber.
[August 30, 1819]
John McCrea, "on the premises," will lease a farm of about
137 acres, on Germantown and Perkiomen Turnpike in Norris^
town township, with dwelling, and a store house, "in which a
good business has been done for a number of years." Also, a
large pottery; etc.
[October 11, 1819]
The Trap Fountain Inn, on the Philadelphia and Reading
Turnpike, is to be sold by Frederick Koons, of Trap. The twostory tavern house is 70'x30', with sheds to accomodate 200
horses. In the yard are three fountains, discharging 3500
gallons of pure spring water per day. Also, a distillery house,
40' X 30', and 78 acres of land.
[October 14, 1819.]
Adjoining land of Horsham Friends' Meeting, on Easton
Post road, in Horsham, are three lots now for sale by Charles
Palmer, "on the premises." No. 1 has stone dwelling, with 15
acres of land; No. 2, three-story stone dwelling, in which is a
store; also, a tail house, and 5% acres; No. 3, 5 acres of timber.
[November 22,1819]
A store, dwelling and 10 acres of land, in village of Willow
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Grove, at junction of New York and Easton post roads, is
offered for sale by Martha Faires. This property has been
occupied as a store for more than thirty years. Apply to sub
scriber, 180 Lombard street, or to Hiram M'Neal, Esq., near
the premises.
[January 25,1820]
Edward Ely, "on the premises," has for sale a mill property
in Moreland, where the road from Willow Grove to Newton
crosses the one from Solida/s Tavern to Shellmire's Mill.
The mill is 50' x 20', two stories high, with 20-foot overshot
and 5-foot head. Also, a two-story stone dwelling, 44' x 20',
and 38 acres of land.
[January 29, 1820]

Several parcels of land in Jenkintown village, Abington
township, will be sold by Alexander McCalla and Thomas
Shoemaker, assignees of William McCalla, as follows:
No. 1. Well-known tavern, sign of the "Barley Sheaf," on
Cheltenham and Willow Grove Turnpike, now occupied by
William McCalla, with large dwelling, stabling for 90 horses,
and 3 acres of land. Was a Stage House and Post Office for a
number of years. Front on Turnpike, 366 feet.
' No. 2.18 acres; and No. 3, 23 acres, both on said road; and
No. 4, 2 acres on Middle, or Church, road.
[February 18,1820]
A farm of 50 to 70 acres, on the Skippack road, in Whitpain,
is for sale by Abraham Reiff. The property is "situated two
miles direct above George Sheaff's Country Seat," with new
dwelling, 42' x 32', and stone barn.
[April 21, 1820]
"TO RENT.

Until the first of April next, a large commodious DWELL
ING HOUSE with Stables, Garden and a fine large Orchard,
situated on the west side of the river Schuylkill, 8 miles from
Philadelphia, and about half a mile above the Flat Rock Bridge,
in a healthy and beautiful situation; last summer it was occu
pied as a Boarding House.
ALSO

A small House and Garden, suitable for a mechanic. 'For
further particulars, apply on the premises to JAMES WOOD,
or to ARCHIBALD MENZIES, or to Henry Stoddart
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[May 4,1820]
No. 68 Market street, Philadelphia."
An unnamed advertiser will exchange Philadelphia property
for a 66-acre farm on Byberry road near Hatborough (for
merly the Billet) "There is an excellent school for children

kept B.VLawler Academy. . . . Horsham Meeting is about 2
miles. . , . The New York Stage passes three times every
week."
[July 27, 1820]
Public sale is advertised, by William Penton, of a 5-acre lot
in Cheltenham, on west side of Cheltenham and Willow Grove

Turnpike, opposite 8-mile stone, adjoining Joseph Bosler and
Thomas Tyson. The stone dwelling, 43' x 30', would be con
venient for a public house, "as there is none in the township."
Apply to Joseph Cain, on the premises. [September 7, 1820]
In Upper Dublin, Thomas Williams (75 Race st.) has a
plantation of 106 Acres for sale,
mile from Upper Dublin
Friends' Meeting. House is stone, 53' x 19'.
[September 27,1820]

Isaac W. Roberts, surviving executor of George Hansell,
deed., advertises public sale of a tract of 19 acres 131 perches,
with frame dwelling, stone kitchen and stone barn, on Lower
Ford road, in Lower Merion, about two miles from Falls of
Schuylkill. Apply to George Hansell, on the premises.
[October 3, 1820]

Acquisitions
H. Stanley Drake: A lot of parchment deeds (57), 1758 to 1867, dealing
mostly with Henry Spang and "Springtown," Norriton township.
Eight almanacs, years 1837 to 1873. Two commissions of Charles
Johnson, Sheriff of Montgomery County, 1895, signed by Daniel H.
Hastings, Governor of Pennsylvania. Six Account Books of Samuel
Johnson, and sons, Charles and Isaac, 1820-1852. Other papers of
Charles Johnson, including Articles of Agreement, Letters of Ad
ministration, Bond and Warrant, Public Sale, etc.
Mrs. H. Donald Moll: Collection of Almanacs, John Baer, Lancaster,
1881 to 1938. Three lacking, 1888, 1910 and 1931.
Mrs. Austin Taggart: Three wooden articles in excellent condition:
butter mold and paddle, and threshing flail.
Mrs. George Zendt: Two Dockets of Algernon Sidney Jenkins, Justice of
Peace, Gwynedd Township, covering years 1856 to 1891, containing
civil, criminal and miscellaneous records. Collection of papers of
Pennsylvania Women's Voters. Collection of papers of Pennsylvania
Women's Suffrage. Other items.
Rev. Adrian P. Mumford. Fifth Anniversary Booklet, 1951-1956,
Plymouth Valley Community Baptist Church.
Dr. Russell C. Erb: Pastoral Records of Rev. William H. Erb, father of
the donor, containing marriages, births and deaths 1896 to 1928 in
the Reformed churches of Summit Hill, Bethlehem and Coopersburg, Pennsylvania.
Miss Jessie Hunsicker: Balance of law library of Joseph W. Hunsicker,
father of the donor. Two autograph albums, Esther Ann Lee, 1833,
and Hannah Day, 1838. Ledger of Washington Hall Boarding School,
1847-1849; also manuscript history of the school. Programme of
Arrangements for the Funeral of the late President Zachary Taylor,
Allentown, July 27, 1850. Argument paper, "Ad Astra Per Aspera,"
the legal interpretation of the "Act of God," in typescript form.
Other items.

Wayne Herkness Estate: Four letters. One, from the attornies of John
Wayne to John Hughes, 1764, and signed by Isaac Wayne, Lester
Falkner and Humphrey Wayne. The second, Mathias Coats from
Mrs. Rapp, 1837, regarding "Miss Mary." The third, partly torn,
bears no date but begs to "give my love to cousin Mjorick Davies."
The fourth, "New York, 1773, from J. Hughes to Lindsay Coats."
Also a Deed of Exemplification, 1759.

Mrs. Robert Liggett: Lykens Family Data compiled by descendants, 1957.
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Mrs. Mjrrtle B. Cam: Muzzle-loading revolver, 1862, given by special
bequest of her husband, deceased, Charles C. Cam.
Charles Preston Polk: Mimeographed History of the Hoopes Family,
compiled by the donor.

George A. Ludwig: History of the Ludwlg Family in Chambersburg,
Pennsylvania, 1832-1956, written by the donor.
Mrs. William F. Moyer: Manuscript "Memorandum of a Journey Per
formed by Daniel Wentz and John Fetter," 1827. Other items.
Miss Emma D. Roberts: Photograph of a portrait of Hon. Jonathan
Roberts, U. S. Senator, of Upper Merion township.
Nelson M. Baird: Two wall maps of Norristown, Hurley, 1857.
Mrs. Andrew Y. Drysdale: A History of the Schuylkill Fishing

Company op the State in Schuylkill, 1888-1932; Volume 2, Phila
delphia, 1932. Historic Philadblfhia from the Founding Until
the Early Nineteenth Century.

W. J. Latta: Three deeds of Whitpain township covering transfer of
property now used by Wings Field, 1837 to 1861. At an earlier date
this was the Berkheimer homestead.

Kirke Bryan, Esq.: Priced Catalogue of "The Renowned Collection of
Early American Furniture and Antiques, the property of Mrs.
William E. Montague, Norristown, Pa., April 12 to 20, 1937." Book
let—The First American Color Printer, written by the donor,
Christmas, 1957.

Mrs. Edgar S. Buyers: Holy Bible, Harper Brothers, New York, 1845,
containing Kite Family Records.

Miss Mary Gehman: Our Young Family in America, compiled by Prof.
Edward Hudson Young, Durham, N. C., 1947.
Thomas Allen Glenn, Jr.: Twelve original drawings in black and white
as drawn by Oliver Grimley for the 1958 calendar of Peoples Na
tional Bank.

Mrs. A. Conrad Jones: Silver water pitcher, "Presented to Colond
Theodore W. Bean, First President of the Historical Society of Mont
gomery County, at the first annual banquet of the society, February
22, 1883, by his Conshohocken Friends."

Andrew Morgan: Brower Family Bible, M. Carey, Philadelphia, 1815,
with records. Other items.

Walter L. Smith, Jr.: A Philadelphia Story, 1752-1952, being the
history of The Philadelphia Contributionship, by Nicholas Biddle
Wainwright.
Bucks County Historical Society: Beauties of Seneca, a Norristown
imprint, James Winnard, 1813.

Fairview Village Assembly; Mimeographed history, "Fairview Village,
Yesterday and Today."

Mrs. Walter E. Daub: "Descendants of the Hutt Family of Addmansfelden, Aalen, Wurtenberg, Germany, 1797-1957."
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Wilson Aldferfer Landis, Jr.: Genealogy of "George R. Landis (18371891) First of 13 children of Abraham D. Landes (1810-1881), and
his Descendants, all of whom are descended from Jacob Landes of
Franconia, who settled in America in 1727," compiled by the donor,
1957.

Mrs. Edgard D. Paul: The Eyre Family, typescript history.
Miss Sara A. Staley: Records of the Jacoby Family, original and manu
script. Typescript sketch of Wigard Miller, also Kerper, Faust, and
some Mosher and Ottinger data as related to the Jacoby family.
Peter J. Reilly: Two hangman's hoods and section of hangman's rope
used in last hanging in Montgomery County in 1910.
Acquired by purchase: New Jersey Archives, Vol. 14, 1890. A Guide
TO THE Manuscript Colirctions of the New Jersey Historical

Society, by Fred Shelly, 1957. Mr. Audubon's Lucy, by Lucy Ken
nedy, New York, 1957. The Pennsylvania Dutch, by Frederick
Klees, New York, 1955. The Pennsylvania Dutch, The Plain and
the Fancy, by Scott Francis Brenner, Harrisburg, 1957. Manuscript
Ledger, "Rough Minutes of the Delaware and Schuylkill Canal
Company, 1792-1797." Also the following publications by Dr. John
Joseph Stoudt, Sunrise to Eternity, Philadelphia, 1957; Private
Devotions of Home and Church, Philadelphia, 1956; Pennsyl
vania German Poetry, 1685-1830, Allentown, 1955; and The
Pennsylvania Dutch, Allentown, n.d.
Other donors to whom we are grateful:—Mrs. Howard R. Watt, Mrs.
E. P. Donovan, Hon. David E. Groshens, Mrs. R. C. McEwen, Mrs.
Elizabeth Roberts Barker, Mrs. F. Spencer Roach, Elmer N. Zepp,
Samuel H. Moyer Estate, Mrs. John T. Gaun, Matthew W. Bennett,
Mrs. Elizabeth S. S. Jones, Robert L. Kratz, James H. Beerer, Mrs.
John W. Root, Mrs. Russell Ziegler, Mrs. Eleanor M. Webster, Mrs.
Russell Campbell, Hon. Harold G. Knight, West Chester Public
Library, Miss Florence Jenkins, Norristown Public Library, Hon.
E. Arnold Forrest, King of Prussia Historical Society, Estate of
Miss Estelle D. Thomas, Schwenkfelder Library, Hon. Lloyd H.
Wood, Hon. Thomas H. Wentz Jones, Miss Helen Corson Livesey
and Mrs. Charles A. Gruber.

Jane Keplingbr Burris, Librarian.

Reports on Membership
New Members (Elected November 16, 1967)
Mrs. Edwin J. Brooks
Mrs. Robert W. Carder

Paul W. Levengood
Mrs. George C. Lewis

Mrs. George 0. Corson

Mrs. Edward E. Long

Mrs. Madison Groff

G. William Mesehter
Miss Laura K. Scbrawder
Howard R. Watt
Mrs. P. Erskine Wood

Miss Nellie Harley
Mrs. William T. Jordan
William T. Jordan
New Members
Miss Amanda Bell

(Elected February 22, 1958)
Clarence N. Myers

Charles S. Boyer

Mrs. Ernest A. Naile
Miss Ella Potts
Mrs. Lorraine C. Schnell

Miss Gwendolen Evans
Hon. Morris Gerber
Richard A. Hector

Mrs. Robert H. Shaner

Raymond E. Hollenbach

Mrs. George Treisbach
Miss Marjorie Van Horn

Robert W. Honeyman, Esq.

Mrs. H. Carleton Williams

Life Membership
Leonard A. Talone, Esq.

Deaths
Henry E. Bussa

Edward Foulke, Esq.
Mrs. A. Conrad Jones
Miss Edna Li. Jones

Mrs. William Keller

Mrs. Esther McDivitt
Mrs. Naomi K. Norton
Mrs. Carstairs Pierce
Mrs. Victor Rohlin
Robert H. Shaner
Alfred Genunell

The membership status at the conclusion of the annual meeting,
February 22, 1958, was as follows:
Honorary

4

Life
Annual

37
638

Total Membership

679

Jean Gottshall Moll,
Corresponding Seoretary
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November Meeting
The regular meeting of the Historical Society of Montgomery County
was convened at 2:10 P.M. on November 16, 1957, at the building of the
Society, with President Grosbens presiding.
The minutes of the April meeting were read and approved.
President Gioshens gave a most interesting and informative resume
of the line of judges in Montgomery County, beginning with Frederick
Muhlenberg. He referred to the exhibit of pictures of tiiese 27 judges, and
then introduced Judge Knight who spoke on Chanctjs i the Adminis
tration OP Justice During Thirty Years on the Bench. Judge Knight
discussed the vast changes in approach and method which took place

during his thirty years of service on the Bench. He illumined this with
appropriate anecdotes and his own humorous insight into the problems.
He closed with a plea for an awareness of our heritage, and a determi
nation to stand by the Courts as a bulwark of our way of life.
Donald A. Gallager, Esq., proposed the following resolution:
RESOLVED that the Society express and record its gratitude and com
mendation to the Honorable Harold G. Knight as he retires from the
Bench of Montgomery County for his distinguished service, not only in
the administration of justice, but also as a distinguished citizen of

Montgomery County. George K. Brecht seconded the motion, and it was
carried unanimously.

At the close of the meeting, the Hospitality Committee served tea.
Eva G. Davis, Recording Secretary
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February Meeting
The annual meeting of the Historical Society of Montgomery County
•was convened at 2:15 P.M., February 22, 1958, at the building of the
Society, -with President Groshens presiding. The minutes of the No
vember meeting were read and approved.
In the absence of Lyman A. Kratz, Treasurer, the report for the year
1957 was read by Robert L. Kratz. This showed an annual income of
$9,568.28, and annual expenditures of $8,548.35, and a balance of
$1,019.93 on December 31, 1957. The report had been audited by R.
Ronald Dettre and J. Masson Hunsicker, and upon a motion duly sec
onded and passed it was received and ordered filed.
Mrs. Johnson read the report of the Nominating Committee •with
the following nominations:
President

Trustees

Hon. David E. Groshens
Vice-Presidents
George K. Brecht, Esq.
Dr. Edward F. Corson

Kirke Bryan, Esq.
Harry L. Christian
Mrs. H. H. Francine
Donald A. Gallager, Esq.

Hon. Alfred L. T^is

H. H. Ganser

Recording Secretary

Hon. David E. Groshens

Eva G. Davis

Kenneth H. Hallman

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. H. Donald Moll
Financial Secretary

George N. Harding
Nancy P. Highley
Poster C. Hillegass

Mrs. LeRoy Burris

Arthur H. Jenkins

Treasurer
Lyman A. Kratz

Hon. Harold G. Knight
Lyman A. Kratz
William S. Pettit

Mrs. F. B. Wildman, Jr.

Robert Honeyman took the chair during the election. There being no
further nominations from the floor, it was moved and seconded that the
report of the Nominating Committee be adopted, and the nominations
were declared closed. Upon a motion duly seconded and passed, the
Secretary was directed 'to cast a collective ballot for the nominees.

This being done the nominees were declared duly elected for the ensuing
year.

President Groshens returned to the chair. He called attention •to the

display of material in the cabinet in front of the rostrum. Included were

signatures of both Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. He com
mented on the hardships in George Washington's stay in Montgomery
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County, and in this connection he read from his diary several revealing
entries for the year 1777. He also read his General Proclamation of
Amnesty for All Soldiers Who Had Deserted the Army, and pointed out
the humanitarian character so revealed in this and another incident.
President Groshens introduced Dr. John Joseph Stoudt of Norristown

who gave a lively talk on The Poetry of the American Revolution,
and the implications of these political expressions.
At the close of the meeting the Hospitality Committee served tea,
Eva G. Davis, Recording Secreta/ry

The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for its
object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building lip of a library for historical research
has been materially aided in the past by donations of family,
church and graveyard records; letters, diaries and other
manuscript material. Valuable files of newspapers have also

been contributed. This public-spirited support has been highly
appreciated and is earnestly desired for the future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested persons,
whether residents of the county or not, and all such persons
are invited to have their names proposed at any meeting. The
annual dues are $4.00; life membership, $50.00. Every member
is entitled to a copy of each issue of The Bulletin, free.
Additional Copies, One Dollar each.

Historical Building, 1654 DeKalb Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 A.M. to 12 M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted dur
ing these hours, but no book may be taken from the building.

To Our Friends
Our Society needs funds for the furthering- of its work, its expansion,
its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through be
quests from members and friends in the disposition of their estate.

The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to
meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the -mftTfiTig
of wills:

I

HEREBY

GIVE

AND

BEQUEATH

TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OP

DOLLARS ($

)

