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The Bench and Bar

of Montgomery County During the
Civil War*
Donald A. Semisch

In the annual president's address at the slxty-fiftii annual
meeting of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, Eussell J. O'Mal-

ley, speaking on "Traditions and Responsibilities of the Legal
Profession," said:
It is necessary that we be ever mindful of our responsibilities as
lawyers; but it is imperative that we fulfill those responsibilities if
our calling is to merit its high position as one of the great learned

professions; if we are to command the respect of a discerning publi<^
a public ever alert to faults and shortcomings, and ever ready to
criticize.

A full understanding of our responsibilities requires us to know the
traditions of our outstanding legal profession, which has always
aligned itself with freedom and personal liberty.
We come to the bar wrapped in the mantle of those great and noble
traditions, charged with a corresponding duty to pass along that
mantle to those who follow us, unsullied and ennobled by our own
contributions to the law and our profession.
What are those traditions of yesterday?*

One might choose, without reflection, any period in tiie his

tory of our country and there find lawyers carrying out their
grave responsibilities and building traditions that demand our
approbation. The words of Mr. O'Malley, spoken a century fol
lowing the fateful beginning of the Civil War, call our atten
tion to that terrible time, and to the men at the bar and on the

bench during those trying years. Here we may discover that
*Eead before the Society, Nov. 18, 1961. Mr. Semisch is a graduate

of Wheaton College, Illinois, and the University of Pennsylvania Law
School. He was admitted to the Montgomery County Bar in March, 1960.

^Sixty-fifth Annual Report of the Pennsylvania Bar AssociaUon,
LXVI (1961), 17,18.
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unselfish devotion to country and the alignment of the profes
sion with freedom mid personal liberty in the great tradition.
By the Act of Mardi 12,1821 Bucks County and Montgomery
County were joined to form the Seventh Judicial District. It

was not until the Act of April 9, 1874 that Montgomery County
became a separate judicisd district, the Thirty-eighth Judicial
District.

In 1853 Norristown was extended so that its area was two
square miles, covering twenty-three hundred acres. The census

figures in 1860 show that the residents numbered 8,848 and
only 70,000 in the entire county. In the borough of Norristown
there were 26 farms. In Norristown there were a number of
newspapers published, and these played a prominent part in that

society. There were the Herald and Free Press, the Norristown
Register and Montgomery County Democrat ard Watchman, the
Norristown Republican and Montgomery, Bucks and Phila

delphia Adviser, the Naticmil Defender, the Natixmil Democrat,
and a German language newspaper.

Pennsylvania German dialect was so generally spoken, even
as late as the 1870's, that nearly all lawyers and court officials
were familiar "with it and witnesses were sometimes permitted
to speak in "Dutch" without interpretation. Some Quakers fol
lowed the ancient custom of the Friends by refusing to take
their hats off in court as late as 1880 in the belief that "hat

honor" was due only in the presence of the Spirit. It was not
until 1875 that a stenographer was used officially to take down
proceedings.®

So much could be said of the politics of the day, of the almost
unbelievable acrimony existing between candidates and news

papers, that it would be the subject of a book. The county was
still democratic in politics at that time. In 1860 Lincoln re
ceivedonly 236 more votes in the county than Douglas. In 1864
Lincoln failed to get a majority in the city of Norristown.

With this sketchy description that gives us some perspec®E. Gordon Alderfer, The Montgomery County Story, 192,
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tive, we turn our attention to the bench and bar, who they
were, what they did, and some of the cases that were tried.

By Act of April 13,1791, Section 8 provides that the Presi
dent Judge shall be "a person of knowledge and integrity, skilled
in the laws . .

This is believed to be the first Pennsylvania

statute requiring judges to be learned in the law. However,
during the period we are considering, there were associate judges
who were not learned in the law. Little is recorded of these men

and this paper regretfully will include but one of these associate
judges.

From 1845 to 1851 Judge David Krause was President

Judge.

He was appointed while an attorney in Harrisburg.

He was the last of the judges appointed to that office, except,

of course, those appointed to fill a vacancy. In 1851 Judge
Krause refused to run for office because he was violently op

posed to the popular election of the judiciary. Judge Krause,
upon his retirement from the bench, remained in Norristown
to practicelaw. He wasa spokesman for the people, notably dur
ing the Civil War, and was one of the organizers of the Republi
can party and influence in behalf of the foes of slavery.^
In 1851 Daniel M. Smyser became the first President Judge

electedby popular vote. The Bucks County Democratic Conven
tion had named Henry Chapman as candidate for judge. The

Montgomery County Democratic Convention proposed Joseph
Fornance of Norristown. Four conferees from each county met

at Montgomery Square to decide upon the nominee. The con
ference lasted from Monday morning to Saturday midnight,
with each vote being four to four. Thus both men went before

the people for election. The Whigs backed Daniel Smyser, a
Gettysburg attorney and law partner of Thaddeus Stevens, well
known lawyer, because of the retirement of Judge Krause. The
Democrats lost the election because of the split ticket and Daniel
M. Smyser became President Judge. During the 1850's the
' Smith's Lwws, III, 28.

*Our Jvdioiary (a compilation of a historical series appearing in the
Times Herald, Norristown, Pennsylvania) j Theodore W. Bean, History of
Montgomery County.
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old jail at Swede and Airy Streets was removed and the new
marble court house erected. The old court was torn down and

became a public square. The new court house cost $150,000.00
and was opened in 1854 with Judge Smyser presiding. It was
considered to be one of the most attractive buildings in the state.
During his term as judge, he organized moot court, a practice
court for young attorneys, over which he presided. Bean, in his

History of Montgomery County, says tiiat his judicial learning,
integrity and study "rendered his adjudications amone the most
remarkable of the period."'
Fort Sumter was attacked on April 12, 1861, and fell after

two days' bombardment. On Tuesday, April 23, 1861, there ap
peared an article in the National Defender entitled "War excite

ment in Norristown—Public Meeting". The meeting took place
at 8:30 p.m. on Monday, April 15, 1861. Judge Smyser was
greeted with hearty cheers. He said he "was accustomed to ab

stain from all partisan gatherings, but on this occasion silence
would be a crime and indifference, almost treason." The Norris
town Republican of April 19, 1861 tells us that:
He had been to Philadelphia and was stirred by the patriotic fervor
everywhere seen. He said we have no time or inclination to look
back and inquire into causes of the present national crisis. We had

tried compromise and conciliation, but they were spurned, and now
the general feeling was to draw the sword and throw away the scab
bard till national wrongs are vindicated. All parties' names and
platforms, said the judge, will be forgotten in the strife to sustain

the President and enforce tiie laws. He closed by saying, we see only
the President and the Union, and not the partisan leader of a party
in him who dispenses the laws and commands our armies. At the con
clusion the band struck up Yankee Doodle. . . ."®

The National Defender reports that following Judge Smyser,
Judge Krause spoke:
"We have been," said the judge, "conceding and yielding to menace for
the sake of peace for forty years, and now, when we have constitu

tionally elected a President, pledged to the interwts of freedom, they
sever the Union and pull down our glorious ensign, fire on our ships,
®Bean, History of Montgomery County, 540.
®Norristoum Republican, April 19,1861.
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and tar and feather our citizens. We have yielded till other nations

have charged us with cowardice; we have forborne and forebore till
war is brought, even to our own doors, and there are traitors among
us, who assert we have no right to put down rebellion at all! The
President shall be sustained; if he had called for two million of men
instead of seventy-five thousand, they would be furnished. 'We have
no right to coerce them,' say the traitors! Is it not too bad," exclaimed
the judge, "that while the sneaking ingrates are coercing everybody,
including the poor Union men of their own states, they say we must
not coerce them! The right to coerce the domestic traitor who abandons
his sacred duty is much clearer tiian foreign enemies. It is better to
coerce to secure freedom than to coerce into a petty and contemptible
military despotism, whose symbol is the loathsome rattlesnake and
palmetto tree."*

Following Judge Krause's speech, James Boyd Esq., was

called forward and "presented a written speech in the shape of a
check on the bank in favor of the military corps of Montgomery

County of $200.00, which was received with immense applause."
James Boyd was a well known criminal lawyer. He was fortyone years old at this time and was one of the wealthiest men in
the county at his death. He was counsel for the Reading Rail
road, President of Stoney Creek and Philadelphia Railroad and
of the Perkiomen and Newtown and New York Railroad, Presi

dent of the Norristown Water Company, the Norristown Bridge

Company, Montgomery Cemetery Company and others. Mr.
Boyd had a reputation for sarcasm, invective and ridicule that
made him feared at the bar. He served as Burgess of Norris
town and later at the Constitutional Convention of 1873.®

Several men followed with gifts of $100.00, Then Charles

Hunsicker, Esq. stepped forward, pledging his word to march
in defense of the Union on 48 hours' notice.

"I follow," said

he, "the fortunes of the flag; it is no time to talk; we want men
—^we want money. I shall go whenever called out by the Gover
nor, and will not return unless honorably!" Charles Hunsicker
was the grandson of a Mennonite minister. True to his word,
* NalUmal Defender, April 23, 1861.

®Bean, History; Moses Auge, Biographies of Men of Montgomery
County, 1879; Henry Wilson Ruoff, ed., Biographical and Portrait
Cyclopedia of Montgomery County, 1896.
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he served in the Fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers. In 1865 he
was elected district attorney of the county.
At the conclusion of Charles Hunsidcer's remarks, B. Markley Boyer stepped forward and made a short speech. Among
other things he said he trusted that every free state at least,
would show a united front in defense of the star spangled banjier. The name of B. Markley Boyer is well known. He was
born in New Hanover Township and was named for his grand
father who was an associate judge of Montgomery County in
1791, He began practicing law in 1844. He served in a position
comparable to district attorney. In politics he was a Whig and
later aligned himself with Democrats. In 1860 he supported
Douglas for President, and was in favor of conciliatory meas
ures until Fort Sumpter. Twice during the war when the Con
federate army crossed the Potomac and marched toward Penn
sylvania, he raised a company of volunteers for the emergency
and marched as their captain, nearly losing his life during one

of the campaigns. Twice he was elected to Congress. He pos
sessed forensic ability and rare oratorical power, and became
the 14th President Judge of Montgomery County in 1882, serv
ing until 1887.® In Our Judiciary, it is said of him that he has
a conspicuous place in a long line of illustrious jurists and that
he sacrificed himself in assiduous attention to his duties as

judge.

Following the remarks of Mr. Boyer, B. E. Chain promised
to help pecuniarily or otherwise. Mr. Chain was born and edu
cated in Norristovra, the grandson of Matthew Chain who owned
a large farm in what is now West Norriton. B. E. Chain was
district attorney and prosecuted the celebrated murder case of
Emily Higgs of Hatboro, in 1852. Miss Higgs had lived with
an old gentleman and when he died she inherited his estate. She

had an illegitimate child that died in agony. A 12 year old girl
in her employ had purchased poison at a store and later tried

to return it, but it was refused because some of the poison had
been used. The jury acquitted Miss Higgs because, it is preBean, History; Auge, Biographies, 89.
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sumed, they were unwilling to send her to the gallows. Her
lawyer, N. Brown, with double breasted coat fastened tightly to
his throat, had spoken for hours on her behalf in the August
heat. Mr. Chain was an originator and director of First National
Bank of NorristoAvn, and first president of the Norristown Gas

Company, and a member of St. John's Protestant Episcopal
Churdi of Norristown.^®

E. A. Banks, Esq. was next called and responded with spirit, but first

proposed three cheers for the flag, three for the government, and
three for the military of Montgomery County! Mr. Banks said our
world renowned flag which we all love, has seemingly gone down in

the dust, "while bloody treason triumphs o'er us." He said the time
for talk had gone by, and the time for action come; it is too late to
refer to causes, we know no division of party on this subject; Andrew
Johnson of Tennessee has patriotically promised to crush out treason,
drive secession into the Mexican Gulf, and hang Jeff Davis higher
than Haman I Which brought down the house in fine style.

The reference to Haman is, of course, a reference to the Book

of Esther, Chapter 7, where Haman is hanged on a gallows
50 cubits high, which he himself had prepared for the hanging
of Mordecai.i^

In the Norristown Republican, Friday, April 26, 1861, ap-

Iieared the following two notices: the first by Charles Hunsicker,
Card.

The undersigned hereby informs his clients and friends of Mont
gomery County, and adjacent counties, that at the call of his country
he has enlisted in her cause, and is now in her service, and that all

his unfinished professional business is entrusted into the hands of
A. B. Longaker, Esq. who has kindly consented to take my place.
All those who have paid me retaining fees will be treated as though

they had been paid to Mr. Longaker. I deeply regret to part with my
numerous friends who have stood so nobly by me and sustained me,
but the stern necessity of the times require my services elsewhere
than in the forum.

Charles Hunsicker, attorney at law

P.S. My law office will remain open in charge of my student J. R.

Bean, History; Auge, Biographies, 401.
" Esther 7:9-10.
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Hunsicker, from whom any information that is desired pertinent to
my professional business may be obtained.
Charles Hunsicker

And the second was by George N. Corson, Esq.—
To my friends and clients

I am a member of the Norris City Rifles of Norristown, commanded
by Captain R. E. Taylor, and have resolved to follow my captain and
to march with my company, to ^are with them the fortunes of war.

I have not arrived at this irrevocable conclusion without reflecting
upon the serious consequences it may entail, not only upon me, but

upon the wife, the child, the father and mother I am compelled to
leave behind me, and all of whom now depend upon me for their
sustenance and support. My family depends alone upon me, but I am
compelled in this trying hour of our country to leave them and to

leave all who are near and dear to me, that I may more officially

attest my devotion to that government, without which our property
would be valueless and all our domestic joys a jumble and a farce.
Shall we sit here in silence and look on with cool indifference, when
rebellion rears her insolent front to dismember our republic and allow
the bloody treason to flourish over us, without raising an arm to
protect the flag which our forefathers handed down to us with so

much glory and renown? I cannot do it. I am no officer; I seek to
become no officer in the army. I go as a common soldier and I will

work as I have worked in the times gone by, for the triumphs of
freedom and the downfall of rebellious tyrants. My summons is too
sudden and my time too precious to write more now, but should I be
fortunate enough to return again to Norristown, I will remember with
heartfelt gratitude and pride all those of my friends and clients who

will continue to give, to him who kindly consented to attend to my

business, the fees and profits to which I would have been entitled, to

my family who are indeed illy prepared for this sudden departure
of mine.

William L. Jones, Esq. will enter my office, settle up for me all un
finished business, and take charge of all matters which are now or
have been entrusted to my care, and he is well known in the commun

ity. I need scarcely say that he is a gentleman of integrity and a
skillful lawyer.

With many thanks to those who have stood byme and aided me in my
infancy at the bar, and to those who continue patrons till now, and
trusting that all of us who go from Norristown to engage in the

military service of the government, may return safely to our homes,
bearing the glad tidings to our families and friends, all surviving here,
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that none of us have been lost, that our country is safe, God is on
our side, all is peace, and American tyrants and rebels have beoi
silenced forever, I remain

Yours for Liberty, Law and Order
George N. Corson, Norristown, Pa.

George N. Corson was bom in Lower Providence Township.
He was nearly self educated. He lived at Main and Cherry
Streets before moving to a mansion that he had built at Swede
and Powell Streets where he moved in 1876. He later had the
word "white" removed from the state constitution, which word
had disfranchised the Negroes. Auge says of Mr, Corson that

"at managing weak causes {he} is adept at filibustering and be
fogging a jury, which may be regarded as the refined strategy
of the profession.
As he stated in his notice, George Corson
enlisted in 1861 under the very first call of troops and marched
out under Col. Hartranft's Fourth Regiment.

In the Norristown Republican, May 3, 1861, appeared this
item:

George N. Corson, Esq. an attorney, leaves a growing practice of two
or tiiree thousand dollars and a young wife and infant child to serve
as a common soldier. Messrs. Stewart, Yerkes and Weand of our Bar,
also leave for the course fare and hard knocks of a soldier. Others

we might mention as worthy of notice, but enough have been named to
show lhat we have moral heroism that only wants opportunity to
acquire immortality.

In 1861 Henry Chapman defeated Judge Smyser, and became
the 12th President Judge of the county. It is interesting to note
that the Honorable E. Arnold Forrest was recently sworn in as

President Judge and is the 21st person to hold that position,
Henry Chapman was bom in Newton, Bucks County, and was

a lawyer in Doylestown. He had lost in his bid for judge in
1851, but the Democrats united to put him on the bench in 1861.
He was married to Nancy Findlay Shunk, daughter of Govemor
Shunk of Trappe. "His extreme sensitiveness of the sanctity of

his judicial office was so pronounced that he not only refused
Auge, Biographies, 433.
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to accept a free pass on the railroad, but would not even ride
out in the private carriage of any member of the bar."^^ The
most notable trial during Judge Chapman's encumbency was
that of Jacob Hodapp, charged with the murder of Julius Wochele, a recently arrived German immigrant, who was found
slain in November, 1865 in a barnyard of an untenanted farm

on Bethlehem Pike, near Montgomery Square. Hodapp had
boarded with Wochele in Philadelphia and both disappeared at
the same time. The following May the Consul of Wurtemburg,
in Philadelphia, received a draft for $40.00 intended for Wo
chele, explaining that the money was from the estate of Wochele's parents and had been requested by Wochele. An address

was given to which the Consul sent the check. A receipt was
returned from Allentown and there the police found Hodapp.
Hodapp, it turned out, had killed Wochele after learning of the
inheritance and was now impersonating him. He was tried be

fore Judge Chapman in November 1866, found guilty, and
hanged on February 6,1867.^^

The first volunteers marched down DeKalb Street on April
20, 1861, in irregular order, led by a flag, a fife and a drum.
The men were under Col. John F. Hartranft and were under a
three months' enlistment. Edward Schall was Lieutenant Colonel

and Edwin Schall a Major, both attorneys. Ihey proceeded to
Swede Street and stood between the Rambo House and the

Court House. Judge Smyser presented them with the flag and
Col. Hartranft accepted. Col. Hartranft (1830-1889) was ad
mitted to the bar on October 4,1860. He had been born in New
Hanover Township, He marched out as Colonel of the 4th

Regiment and volunteered to advance at Bull Run on the day
his troop was being mustered out. He then returned to Norristown to raise a company. He later led these men into the battle
of Roanoke Island, fought at Antietam and at Cold Harbor
where Edwin Schall died with 65 of 105 officers and 730 of
1800 non-commissioned men. Here Col. Hartranft was woundBean, History, 640.
Ovr Judiciary, 58.
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ed. Before leaving the service, he guarded the assassins of
President Lincoln during their trial and execution, finally bemg
mustered out in 1865. He became Governor of Pennsylvania
from 1872-1878 and lies buried in Montgomery Cemetery, Norristown. He was regarded as a brilliant leader and a courageous
soldier.^®

Among others of the bar who saw action was Henry K.
Weand. Henry Weand was admitted to tiie bar in 1860, having
been raised in Pottstown. In 1861 he joined the 4th Pennsyl
vania Volunteers, marching out under the first call for troops
as First Lieutenant, Co. K. After serving the three months for
which the Volunteers were called, he enlisted as a private in

the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, remaining in the service
until 1865, obtaining the rank of Captain. Among other bat
tles he fought at Antietam. He was an active Republican, twice
failing in his bid for district attorney. He was president of the
Norristown School Board. In 1887 he was appointed Additional

Law Judge and was elected to that position in 1888, 1898 and
1908, serving as a judge for 27 years. He died July 31,1914. His
wife was Mary Lydia Boyer of Norristown.^®

Daniel H. Mulvaney, bom in Upper Merion, admitted to the
bar on April 11, 1831, was a gallant countryman in tendering
his services to his country. He served as captain. Considered
to be one of the ablest lawyers in Pennsylvania and of his gen
eration, it is said that never in forty years of legal life of foren
sic tilt was he betrayed into discourtesy to an opponent.
George W. Rush, admitted to the bar in 1862, joined the
4th Pennsylvania Volunteers. Then he served in Anderson

troop. Injured and disabled, he served as quartermaster in the
depot in Washington. After the war he was solicitor for the
Borough of Norristown in 1866."
Theodore W. Bean acquitted himself during the war with
Auge, Biographies, 504.

Our Judiciary; Bean, History; Ruoff, Biographical Cyclopedia,
" Bean, History,
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gallantry as an officer at Five Forks and in pursuit of Lee until
the surrender at Appomattox.
In 1863 Henry B. Dickinson was admitted to the bar.

He

then enlisted under command of B. Markley Boyer as part of
an emergency force for Gettysburg. His ancestry can be traced
to John Dickinson, a member of the Continental Congress.
In 1864 Henry Pawlings Ross was admitted to the Mont

gomery Bar. His father was an attorney in Bucks County and
his mother was a daughter of Levi Pawlings whose mill was at
the foot of Swede Street. His grandfather was Judge John Ross
who served as Judge from 1818 to 1830. His grandmothw was
a member of the Jenkins family for whom Jenkintown was

named. In 1871 Henry P. Ross was elected President Judge,
having been appointed the first additional law judge of the Mont
gomery-Bucks district in 1869.

When the district was divided

in 1874, Judge Ross remained in Montgomery County. He unsuccessively campaigned for Governor and for Justice of the

Supreme Court.

He died at 46 years of age.

The following item appeared in the National Defender, Tues
day, June 4, 1861:
A sargent of tiie Keystone Rifles, named David Knipe, Jr., -was taken
sick in camp. He was then removed to a Hotel that he might be better
cared for, but no efforts to restore him were availing, and he died.

Last Monday G. N. Corson, from Norris Ciiy Rifles, was appointed
with the brother of the deceased, to bring tiie body home for inter
ment. This sad scene was performed, and on Tuesday he was buried.
Very many who had known him before he left, gathered to his funeral.

From all we can learn of Mr. Knipe, there is but one expression, and
that is of deep sorrow for his early death, real respect and love for
him by all of his acquaintances. His modest demeanor and very ex
emplary character, had endeared him to all of whom he was sur

rounded, either in the peacefulness of his own home and neighborhood,
or in the more active and stirring duties of the soldier in Camp.

In the Norristown Register of June 25, 1861, appeared an
article titled "Tribute of Respect." At a union meeting held at
the house of George K. Ritter, Hickorytown, Plymouth Town

ship, called for the purpose of showing respect to the memory
of David Knipe, Jr., Esq., a volunteer in the service of the
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United States, A. J. Knox was elected chairman and S. K. Stout
secretary. A committee on resolutions being appointed, made
the following report:
Whereas, David Knipe, Jr., Esq, at the call of his country promptly
volunteered his services to defend his government and the flag of
his country from the attack of rebellious and misguided men, that
God in his wisdom caused him to sicken and die in camp before he
had engaged in the deadly conflict of battle and whilst we submit
to the will of an all wise Providence without a murmur, yet we deeply
deplore his loss, therefore

Resolved: that our country has lost a man of high and lofty impulses,
one who was willing to lay down his life for her good and this com

munity; a kind and affectionate neighbor, a man of sterling integrity
and a very useful citizen.

Resolved: that a copy of the foregoing be tendered to the family of

the deceased, and also be published in the different newspapers of the
county.

In 1898 the first woman attorney was admitted to the Bar
of Montgomery County. Her name was Mrs. Knipe and I pre
sume she was the wife of a descendant or relative of David

Knipe, Jr., although I have not established the relationship.
One of the attorneys who favored her admission and made it
possible was the father of the recently retired Judge William
F. Dannehower.

There are many other prominent names among the bendi
and bar of these times.

In 1865 Hiram Conrad Hoover was

associate judge. His ancestors were from Switzerland and
Palestine, and the name apparently was formerly Huber. His
father, Philip Hoover, had a multi-acre farm in Gwynedd Town
ship. Judge Hoover purchased a part of the St. Clair Estate
in Norriton Township. Known for his musical talents, he or
ganized many church choirs. Very interested in religious af
fairs, he became a well-known Bible teacher. He also founded
HooverviUe. He was a member of the Historical Society of
Montgomery County and served as president for six years.^®
Jacob R. Hunsicker, the young man Charles Hunsicker refer" Ibid.
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red to in his "Card" to the newspaper, was admitted to the bar
in 1861. He was a lawyer for Betz Brewing Co., a school teach
er, and an organizer of the First National Bank of Conshohocken. He married Andora Sdiwenk and upon her death married
Susan Schwenk.

Wayne MeVeagh of Lower Merion achieved prominence as
a lawyer, wit and politician during these days, serving as
Minister to Turkey and as Attorney General of Pennsylvania.
One of the advertisements that is noticed more than any

other while scanning the local papers of that day is the simple
ad of Franklin March. Lawyers were permitted to insert an ad
in those days, noting just the name and office address. Judge
Groshens, the present President of the Montgomery County His
torical Society informs me that this was still the custom when
he was admitted during the 1920's. In 1862 Franklin March was
Burgess in Norristown.
Charles H. Stinson was admitted to the bar in 1849.

Bom

in Norriton Tovmship of Scotch-Irish stock, he practiced law in
Norristown. In 1863 he fought at the Battle of Gettysburg. He
served as trustee of the Norristown Hospital, established 1879.
Largely at his direction, a woman physician was placed in
charge of the women's department. His sister was one of the
pioneer women doctors in Pennsylvania and founder of Stinson
Home for Aged Women, in Norristown. Charles Stinson helped
found the First National Bank of Norristown in 1864, and was
a leading spirit in organizing the Music Hall Association which
built Norristown's first theatre on the North Side of Main
Street between DeKalb Street and Swede Street. In 1882

Charles Stinson was appointed President Judge upon the death
of Henry Ross. Thus Mr. Stinson became the first practicing
Montgomery County lawyer to be appointed or elected to the
bench of Montgomery County.
As late as 1876 judges who were not studied in the law, sat
on the bench of Montgomery County.

Not until that date did

all judges have to be learned in the law. The court sat with a
President Judge, learned in the law, and two lay judges. The
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lay judges had the power to overrule the president judge if they
agreed contrary to him. While this did not occur often, there
are several instances of the lay judges overruling the president
judge. One case in the 1850's was appealed and the Supreme
Court upheld the lay judges who had differed with Judge
Smyser.

During the war there seemed to be a sharp decline in court
activity. In the National Defender, Tuesday, August 27, 1861,
there appears under "Court Proceedings" this brief statement;
"The cases tried in court this present week were all of an un
interesting and trifling character. The jury was dismissed on
Tuesday afternoon." In the same paper, November 18, 1862,
it says: "The proceedings of Court during last week did not
make much of a stir in the Borough.

So many of our citizens

are away from home in the defense of their country, and those
at home are so much concerned in reference to their absent

friends that they feel but little interest in anything else." Ap
parently even ministers did not fare so well as I noticed this
article in the November 25,1862 issue of the National Defender:
A aiTigrilar couple got married in Chester County, the other day,
merely making the following declaration in the presence of friends:
"We, Orson S. Murray and Lydia P. Jacobs, make known to these our
friends that we have chosen each other for conjugal companionship,

in prosperity and adversity, in life and till death. We ask no license,
we submit to no dictation. We bow to no authority. We recognize no

God or almighty power to guide us. Our promises are to ourselves and
each other, not to others. Our trust is not in others, but in ourselves
and each other."

During court week of November, 1863, an interesting mur
der trial was heard. Commonwealth versus Charles Ridley. The
defendant was a guard on duty at Camp William Penn in Au

gust, 1863. The deceased, William Fox, was returning to camp
with some companions from swimming at a dam. The defend
ant called to them, and after an exchange told them to move
on as they had no business in that place. An altercation fol
lowed during which William Fox was shot and killed. A jury
of 12 men were out five hours before returning a verdict of
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voluntary manslaughter. James Boyd and George N. Corson,
with two Philadelphia attorneys, represented the defendant.
I believe I saw a possibility of a law suit in an article ap
pearing on May 7, 1861.
On Friday evening last, a man made himself particularly obnoxious
to certain people congregated in the neighborhood of Ninth and Green

Streets, by reason of his secession sentiments. The man used insulting
language toward the stars and stripes, and the crowd took him in
custody, and after applying a coating of molasses, plastered it plenti
fully with cotton, and then let bim loose.

Two interesting cases appear during the wedc of May 20,
1861. Commonwealth vs. N. B. Potts.

Theodore W. Bean, the prosecutor in Ihis ease, was hunting a Seces
sionist, and supposed he had discovered one when he found the de

fendant in Pottstown. Some words passed between the defendant and

the prosecutor. Mr. Potts being a stranger in our county, and consider
ing the inquiries of Mr. Bean impertinent and insulting, used language
"towards him which Mr. Bean supposed placed him and his family in
danger. Mr. Potts entirely disclaimed having any hostile feelings
toward Mr. Bean, and that he did not think of injuring him. The
court, under these circumstances, directed the defendant to pay the
costs, but did not oblige him to give security, or hold him to bail to
keep the peace.

The officers of the court declined taking any costs from Mr. Potts,
and they and some of the members of the bar raised him some money.

Commonwealth vs. Boyd.
This was a homicide case, that occurred at Port Kennedy last Pall.
It appears that the defendant and Neal Glose got into a difficulty,
and finally clinched one another and fell, and in the falling, Glose so
injured himself that he died in the course of a few days. The evidence
was very slight, and the defendant was found not guilty, after the
jury had been out but a few minutes.

James Boyd and Boyer represented the defendant.

At the regular term of court commencing on February 23,
1863 attendance was large. John Bainbridge, an 18 year old
boy, was sentenced to six years for the malicious and wilful

burning of the bam of Joseph Shennan of Norriton Township,
the former employer of the boy. Apparently arson was looked
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upon rather darkly for Samuel Lindsay received a six year sen
tence for arson of the bam of Edward Ambler in Montgomery

Township on December 19, 1862. These young men were for
tunate in one respect for I note that on June 30, 1863 an ar

ticle appeared announcing that a library was to be established
for the Montgomery County Prison.

One must have a little envy for the lawyers of that day. An
editorial "Merry Times" appeared on January 19,1864, reading:
The jingle of the sleigh bells have enlivened our streets for several
days past. The fact is it has been a long time since so small an amount
of snowmade glftigbing good for so long. It could not have been much
otherwise,for most of the time the thermometer indicated from twenty
to twen^-two degrees below freezing.

They no doubt would envy us when the ink froze in the ink
well and the firewood had to be gathered and the fireplace kept

burning, but then these were men who marched in defense of
country, who stood unequivocably on the side of liberty and of
order, stout men in a rugged time.
John Faber Miller was bom in 1865. He became the first

judge of Montgomery County with a lawschool training. In
1925 while aiding in the dedication of a tablet honoring several

early pastors of the Old Goshenhoppen Church, Judge Miller
made these remarks so apt today:
"It is not in the sense of Hero worship that we should regard our
ancestors. A man who points with pride to his ancestors and does

nothing himself is not even to be respected. The accomplishments of
our forbears should give us something to live up to and should be an

inspiration and aspiration to go and do likewise.'"®
Our Judiciary, 88.

Bryn Mawr before the Civil War*
Elizabeth Stuart Cromwell

In 1831 there came to Bryn Mawr, then called by the name
of the township, Radnor, two young men, Henry Lawrence, bom
a few miles south, at Marple, Delaware Co., about 1798, and
John Graff Henderson, bom in Philadelphia in 1808. John G.
Henderson, son of William Henderson, was a grandson of Chris
topher Stuart, who was bom at Grace Hill, near Belfast, Ire
land, in 1748.

He was a lineal descendant of Sir William

Stuart, Commander of the King's Army at the siege of Deny.
For his distinguished services there he received a royal grant
of a large part of the couniy of Roscommon, removed there from
Scotland, and here he and his descendants continued to reside.

The family furnished soldiers, clerymen and jurists through all
the generations.

Christopher Stuart's father was Rector of

Dervodc, near the Giants Causeway. The Irish property de
scended through the Ledlies to Mrs. Capt. Brooke, who sold
it about 1880 for a Quaker Boarding School. Christopher Stuart
was an ensign in the British Army, sold out and came to Amer

ica, settling at Norriton, near Norristown, Pennsylvania, about
1765. One brother entered the British Civil Service and spent
most of his life in India. Another brother, Henry, was a surgeon
in the Revolutionary Army, and died of camp fever after the
battle of Brandywine. Two sisters remained at home, one mar
ried a Ledlie, and to her the last remnanfof the great landed
estate came. Christopher Stuart married Elizabeth Bull, bom
1753, daughter of Rev. Richard Bull, a clergyman of the Estab
lished Church previous to the Revolution, and a noted divine.
They had two daughters, Elizabeth and Martha. When these
two girls were grown, two young men from near Belfast came
Written by Elizabeth S. Cromwell in 1905. Presented to the Historical
Society by Perry A. Hunter in February 1941.
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with letters of introduction to Christopher Stuart, being sons
of his old friends. In 1796 and 1800 they married the two

Misses Stuart. They were John Patterson, born 1768, and Wil
liam Henderson, born 1774. Both went to Philadelphia. John
Patterson became a merchant, and his place of business was at
Fourth and Race; his house in Fourth St., a block or two away,

nearly opposite St. Augustine's Roman Catholic Church. His
seven sons grew up there. Joseph became the well known presi
dent of the Western Bank, and Henry was a physician, and
Professor of Materia Medica in the University. William Hen
derson, after a short business career, received a government ap

pointment in the custom house, and died in 1815, suddenly.
His children were three sons and three daughters. The young
est son John Graff married Phebe Ann Ashbridge, daughter
of Thomas Ashbridge from near Paoli, and is the one referred
to at the opening of this paper.

Henry Lawrence built a store and dwelling on the original
line of the Pennsylvania Rail Road in 1831 and continued in
business there until 1840, when John G. Henderson succeeded
to it, continuing there until 1867, when he removed to Harrisburg, Pa., becoming ticket agent for the P. R. R. until 1883,
when he died. He saw the building of the railroad, its first cars

being drawn by horses. Its station was in Broad St. near Race,
in a dingy little building, with a tiny waiting room. My earliest
memory of it was in 1848, when I was taken there from my
grandmother's in Juniper Street, to go out home by myself, a
very young traveler, but, put into David Gill's care, I was sure
to be safe.

It was a one car train running to West Chester over

the route via Frazer, then called Intersection. The Schuylkill
was crossed at Falls of Schuylkill and the steep ascent from the
river made by cable worked by a stationary engine. Once some
miscreant cut the cable, causing a bad smash. The route passed
north, of Overbrook, through Libertyville, and struck the present
line about Ardmore, then called Athensville. Early in the fifties
this route was abandoned, and the one through Overbrook, then
called County Line, laid out. My earliest memory in connection
with the road was seeing trains carrying soldiers from the MexL
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can War. The primitive nature of transportation may be shown
by the custom of placing canal boats on trucks and using them
for freight cars in winter, the families still occupying them,
and the laundry flying as the trains crept along. One and a
half hours was the usual passenger time between Philadelphia
and Bryn Mawr.

The original settlers were largely Welsh. The families were
Roberts, Thomas, MacClenaghan, Humphreys, Dunns, Wilsons,
etc. The Manors belonged to the Penns and Gaskells, who inter
married, and the houses were in early Colonial style, with fine
grounds. Another, on Mill Creek, near the Black Rocks, was
unoccupied, but was once used for a dance in my girlhood. The
home of Charles Thomson, first Secretary of the Continental
Congress, was on the MacClenaghan estate. This was a large
tract called Harriton; in the Thicket burying ground he was
buried. This large estate descended to a daughter, Naomi, who
married Levi Morris, and lived on the west aid of the estate,
calling their home "Codorus." The eldest daughter married
Geo. Vaux, and they lived on part of the estate near Bryn Mawr
College. Two of the farms were occupied in my childhood by
William and John Johnson, and the grist mill at the east end

was one of the best of its day.

A saw mill also was attached,

and farther down the creek at the end of the Black Rocks was
the Dove Paper Mill, a coarse unruled kind made there was in

great abundance in my father's house, and I was allowed to use
it freely for drawing and painting just as children now use
cheap pads. Before the railroad was built, the Lancaster Turn
pike was the great road used to reach the center and western
parts of the state. Conestoga wagons or "schooners" drawn

by four and six horses plied between Philadelphia and Lan

caster; the heavy broad harness used then has nearly disap

peared ; some years ago I saw some of it on a great lincaster
County farm. Not far from the Bryn Mawr Station was the
old Buck Tavern, the first post house for the stage coaches out
of Philadelphia. I just remember the name Leland connected

with it as its last proprietor. It then became a boarding house,
kept in poor fashion for years by a Mrs. Duke. I remember her
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son and daughter, Barney and Emily. It was afterwards bought
by Dennis Kelley, and was the home of his widowed daughter,
Mrs. Elizabeth Eckard; here two daughters grew up, and many
were the garden parties and dances enjoyed there by the young
people of the neighborhood. Nearly opposite was a fine old
stucco house, owned by Rebecca Thomas; about 1850 this was
bought by William Hessen, and he came there to reside with his
widowed daughter, Mrs. Dominidc Eagle; tiiere were two sons

and two daughters, and it was in this family my school days
began with their governess, Sarah Keen. Following the Turn

pike we came to a rambling old house occupied by an old colored
man, named Pompey Jackson; he disappeared when I was still
a child. Joseph Jones lived a short distance above; and on the
north side of the Turnpike at a considerable distance from the
road was the home of Thomas Humphreys; a plain stone house

with large barns; this was one of the houses where my mother
visited, and I remember old Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, mother and
father of Mrs. Humphreys, and Aunt Polly, very old, and almost
blind. The property was afterwards owned by John M. Ken
nedy. A nephew of Mrs. Humphreys, John W. Saulnier, owned
an ice cream saloon on the property, and I believe such ice cream
was never made elsewhere; it was beaten entirely by hand, and

a boyprided himself in his skill in making it. Charles J. Arthur,
who afterwards owned White Hall, lived with the Humphreys.
He bought another of Rebecca Thomas' farms, with a good house,

and kept it for many years as a boarding house. This neigh
borhood had many such, where the best families of Philadelphia
were content to spend their summers. The best known was
White Hall, on the Haverford Road, and also on the railroad,
— a station being in the hotel. It was burned and rebuilt in
1852. It was a big homely stucco house with many rooms, and
kept by Jacob Castner; his wife was Hannah Wilson, daughter
of the proprietor of the General Wayne, on the old Lancaster
Road, back of Wynnewood. At this old house the annual meet
ing of the Society for Protection against Horse Thieves was
held, with an oyster supper. My father was President for many
years. The Castner's were famous hosts. Balls were given
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there in the winter, and I must have been a very little girl when
I was once allowed to go into the ball room for an hour, as my
two aunts the Misses Ashbridge, were there in the daintiness
of white book muslin, with pink roses in their hair. The young
er, Eliza, was a beauty, and country belle. I remember being
greatly impressed by Louisa Stanley's costume, a white muslin
skirt, black velvet bodice, and blue kid gloves. I was placed in
a deep window seat, and remember a big astral lamp needing
attention, and Miss Mary Ann Castner coming to see to it, and
the shade snapping in her hands. Then I went down stairs and
saw the long rows of oyster pies, being made by Miss Ix)uisa
Castner, and the big rock fish being boiled. The Castners left
White Hall and came to live in two adjoining houses which be
longed to the property owned and built by Henry Lawrence;
these were four tenements and a shoe maker and tailor shop.
Jacob Castner then owned them. Here they resided while build
ing a new house near White Hall and where they took boarders
for many years. Isaac Hazlehurst, Mrs. Robt. Lewis, and her
family, Dr. Drajdon, his mother and his son, J. Coleman Drayton, and many well known Philadelphians were their guests.
Richard Montgomery and his family were there for a season or
two before renting the place from Joseph Sheaff, which they
afterwards bought. On the Haverford Road was another board
ing house, kept by a family named Taylor. Here the Meredith's
and Chapman's spent their summers. David Llewellyn lived
near them; an eccentric old man who regularly distributed stones
over his poverty stricken fields as fertilizers; his log barns were
falling to ruin, and his dear little wife Hannah and her two
daughters, Quakeresses, were much tried by his more than ec

centric ways. If they particularly desired to go anywhere, and
spoke of it the day previous, David arose with the lark and went

to Philadelphia for a load of salt, which he kept standing in
barrels in great quantities; this also was land food; his brain
evolving theories of cultivation which were most peculiar.

I remember being invited to tea with Mrs. Llewellyn just
before my marriage, and being very much surprised to have her

say to me: "When thee goes to New York if thee meets my
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cousins Benjamin and Samuel Bone give them my love, they
are in a mercantile pursuit of life." The house was very old,
and the only connection between kitchen and dining room was
a small door, three feet high, through which all the dishes were

passed, and occasionally the waitress came also. Standing back
from this road, near the Llewellyn's, was the home of Samuel
Johnson, on a knoll abovea brook. He was a well to do fanner,
with one son and one daughter. This was a charming place to

take tea. They had gone into mulberry and silk worm culture
when it was introduced between 1840 and 1850. Near them
was the comfortable farm house of Haydock Garrigues, where

his large family grew up; his wife, Sidney, was one of the old
Quaker family of Sharpless, living in Concord, Delaware Co.
Later a new house was built near Haverford College. This had
been built for a Friends Boarding School in 1831; it became an

incorporated college in 1859; and many of its early students
turned to the scene of their schooldays when the movement be

gan which made of Bryn Mawr the beautiful suburb of 1905.
The old Lancaster Eoad ran parallel to the Lancaster Turn

pike, near the old Buck. On this road were a few houses; the
first was owned by John Danley. I think he was what was
called in those days a mill wright, and built overshot waterwheels; his neighbor John Sibley I think had a similar trade.
He was an ardent Democrat, and during the Civil War made
himself obnoxious by his "Copperhead" utterances. I remember

my mother forbidding him ever to cross her threshhold after
one of his bitter tirades. Henry M. Fine lived between the Dan-

ley's and the Sibley's. He was a Philadelphian who spent his
summers in a plain little house, with a pleasant garden. Jacob
Ristine was another old settler. He adjoined the property after

wards owned by Samuel A. Black. This was part of the Lind
say estate; their house being on the Haverford Road near White
Hall.

Here lived Samuel Lindsay; he had one son and two

daughters: Miss Jane, Mrs. Samuel A. Black, and John Maris
Lindsay, all deceased. On this road lived a brother and a sister,
Chas. and Mary Fisher, primitive Methodists, simple, sweet. God
fearing people. Near them lived Mary and Thomas Jones; the
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former one of the kindest and best woman ever made; ever ready
to help any one in trouble, and with a dry wit which made her
a welcome visitor; she was poor, but owned her little home with
its garden and one field, where she kept a cow, and had a tiny
spring house by a brook, where sweet butter and snowy pot
cheese were made. I remember the exquisite neatness of her
house, and the whiteness of the steps leading to the side door,
sanded and scrubbed, and Tommy had to leave his muddy shoes in
the outside kitchen before passing them. Tommy was not very
bright, and wore a carefully moulded curl in front of each ear.

Mary was a devout Metho^st, and dressed very plainly, going
to meeting at Mt. Pisgah winter and summer regularly; in sum
mer she wore gray with the neatest of white straw bonnets trim

med with white ribbon, and in winter black, with a plain velvet
bonnet, which was carefully preserved from season to season,
never changing its shape. A large plain gray "double" blanket
shawl was her winter wrap, and a black silk mantilla replaced
it in summer. Dear Mary Jones, — your pure life full of kind
ness to others and love to God; fulfilled the Scriptural injunc
tion : "To love God with the heart and tlyr brother as thyself."

Next to her lived, before I was bom, Dr. James Jenkins, an
Englishman, who was the country doctor; he was an intimate

friend of my father and mother; his hobby was rose culture,
and he had a large garden filled with the best roses to be ob

tained. A small greenhouse of the old style below ground, with
a'slanting glass roof, furnished protection to his tender roses

in winter, and many lovely jasmines and passion vines. He put
in one of the first hydraulic rams, forcing water from a spring
to the house, for use there and in his garden. When I was five

years old in playing at his stable with his son and nephew, I
met with a painful accident to my hand, and ran screaming to
find him, blood spurting from severed arteries. I distinctly
remember meeting him, watering can in hand, near the great
water butt, and being caught up in his arms with many pitying
words, while one strong hand gripped my wrist to check the
blood. Many weeks I was a sufferer, and many days when the
pain was great I went long drives with him in his gig on his
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rounds. He sold the place when I was still quite young to Dr.
Joseph Levering, who met a tragic death many years after.
This old house was burned when I was about 14. I was riding
home one afternoon when a column of smoke attracted my at

tention, and putting my horse to a sharp canter I soon saw what
was left of a very old tavern, which had been kept by one Jacob
Balm before my father came to live near there. Balm after
wards lived in the west (Illinois or Iowa) and once his widow
came east and spent a summer. About once a year my father
wrote to her a long letter, telling all of the deaths and marriages;
it was on a sheet of ruled paper, known as a letter sheet, about
12X12 inches, and covered all four pages. At the crossing of
two roads near our house stood the district school house, after
wards a tenement.

The new schoolhouse was built on the Turnpike, about 1850,
and was considered a model; it would now 11905} be out of
date, except in the most remote parts of the country. On this
part of the Turnpike the houses were quite close together, and
it was called Humphreysville. Old Benjamin Humphrey and
his two sons lived there, William Wilson, Benjamin Lentz, Mar
garet Stell and Mrs. Alexander Johnson, and others whom I can
not recall.

The first postoffice was in my father's store, and he was
postmaster for 26 years, or rather it was moved there from the
Old Buck when the Lelands left there, and was re-named "West
Haverford". It was an important office, as all of the mail from
Haverford -School, Dr. James Gilborne Lyon's Preparatory
School, and St. Thomas of Villa Nova passed through it; Bryn
Mawr is its successor. In those days the equipment furnished

by the government was very meager. A desk with sloping
cover, with pigeon holes marked alphabetically was supposed to
hold the whole outfit of blanks, letters and books.

The mark

ing stamps, pads and stationery were sent quarterly from Wash
ington. In those days every letter was carefully entered on
blanks for each different office, with its amount of postage;
each office of destination had a way bill stating number of

letters and value of postage, and this was inclosed in a wrapper.
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tied and directed; there were two exceptions, Philadelphia and
Pittsburgh were distributing offices, and all letters going out
of the state east or west were made into packages and sent to
these points marked "D. P. 0." All newspapers, either regular
or transient, were entered on blanks, and any way bill received
was also entered and filed. Copies of all these were sent quar
terly to Washington. My father's sight being weak, I was, at
about thirteen, inducted into this work, and for nine years did
a large part of it. My father's general store was considered
an exceptionally good one. It would be called now a Depart
ment store: one section for dry goods, one for groceries, hard
ware, tools, boots, shoes, glass, crodcery, confectionery and a very
good drug outfit. I have often seen him make up Quinine and
Blue Pills; Xhave looked into drawers containing root Rhubarb,
Pink Root, Gum Arabic and a dozen other medicinal things. I

have burned my clothes meddling with acids, and run many a
risk sniffing and tasting. My father was considered an excel

lent judge of cloths, kept a large stock, and was largely pat
ronized by the men of the neighborhood; by a tailor named Pugh,
whom we all disliked, and by the tailor from St. Thomas of Villa

Nova, where a large Brotherhood, who did all of the work, was
clothed. When I was eight years old, burglars carried off his
whole new winter stock of cloth and many other things. The
storehouse was so securely built with doors interlined with iron

that it resisted all efforts to break in, and its old fashioned
German locks could not be forced. Finally a second story win
dow was entered, and a key to a stair door leading down into
the storehouse found. Store and dwelling had no connection
except on the second floor, where a passage led to the wareroom, a place where reserved stock was kept, and off it were

sleeping rooms for clerks. After this burglary my father de
vised a telegraph connecting every door and window, and com
municating with his room, antedating the modem burglar alarm

by many years. The scares the family had were many, for his
activity in trying to detect the gang, who for two years ter

rorized a large district, made him a marked man. He finally
succeeded and broke up the gang, sending two to prison; eigh-
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teen years afterwards one of them, with others, tried another
burglary at our store and was shot by my father at the same
window where they entered before. He was badly wounded.
Before the Civil War St. Thomas was a flourishing Roman

Catholic College, largely patronized by Cubans and Gulf State
southerners. In the Spanish War among the names of leaders
I recognized names of men who had been at Villa Nova, and in
the Civil War many young men in "the Confederate Army had
been students there, especially from Louisiana. Dr. James G.

Lyon's Preparatory School was most excellent; it was Episco
palian, he being a Church of England clergyman. Here John
Welsh's sons, the Bories, Randolphs and other prominent church
families sent their sons. This school was a large impetus to the
establishment of an Episcopal Church; up to that time every
other denomination had been represented; the Baptists having

a large congregation, with Parson Jones, from Roxbury, as its
pastor. I well remember him, a vigorous, florid old gentleman,
considered an excellent preacher. Horatio Gates Jones, of Phila

delphia, was his son. Near Ardmore was a Lutheran Church.
The Presbyterians were farther away, at Marple. St. David's
at Radnor, ante-Revolutionary, was a famous old church; An
thony Wayne was buried there. Rev. Henry S. Brown came
from there on Sunday afternoons and held service in the Sons
of Temperance Hall, near Haverford College, until money
enough to build the first Church of the Redeemer was raised.
This was a stone church with a low square tower. We were all

very proudof it. The congregation gradually increased, the Curwens, Ewings, Remington, Parker Shortridge, Geigers, Castners. Peaces, and, in summer, many Philadelphia families at
tended. The first church was on a lane leading from the Haver
ford Road to the Lancaster Road, and the church was between

this road and the Turnpike. It was not well placed, for a shanty

town grew up around it, and the neighborhood was no good; its
removal was wise.

About two miles south of Bryn Mawr a handsome place was

owned by John Evans, a man of fine mind, but eccentric. He
had two sons and two daughters, and his wife was a friend of
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•my mother. All were much older than our family. The sons
died, daughters married, wife died, and for years John Evans
lived alone with a housekeeper. Then he forgave his younger
daughter for eloping, and she and her husband came home to
live and care for him. He was a botanist, and was American
correspondent of Sir John Hooker, of Kew Gardens, London.
Through him many rare plants and seeds came which I have
never seen elsewhere. On the day of his funeral an immense
gathering attested the estimation in which he was held, despite
his being a follower of Tom Paine. He and my father estab
lished the Badnor Lyceum, where good lectures were given each
winter. The late Thomas Dunn English was one lecturer, and
often stayed at our house. A good natural history and mineralogical collection was made for this Lyceum by John Evans.
One of the very interesting men of this period was Levi
Morris. He had married Naomi McCIenaghan, and lived at
Codorus, about two miles from Bryn Mawr on the Gulf Boad.
I went to school there with his two daughters, Louisa and Cor

nelia Ewing, and the two Eagles. The governess was Mary S.
Peabody, a sister of Judge Charles Peabody of New York. Our
school life was most delightful. I rode over on horseback in fine

weather, or drove when stormyj sometimes in winter staying
there several days at a time. There was a pond where we were
taught to row by Mr. Morris, and in winter to skate and coast.

He took us on long sleigh rides, and, being a man of leisure,
was an important factor in our pleasures. He entertained ideas

which were regarded as so impossible that many people thought
him a little unbalanced. I have often heard him say that the
time would come when people would travel without horses on

the country roads,—"a little tea kettle hung under your carriage
and away you go." Could he see the automobile of today he
would realize his dream. He was an enthusiastic horticulturist
and always had the finest vegetables. He had a model chicken
yard, and everything in perfect order. He was an excellent

neighbor and kind friend. He met a tragic death by railroad
accident.

Another interesting man was Joachim Bishop, of Portugese
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descent. He was a metallurgist, and we sometimes went at

night to see him melt platinum. He had been a great reader
and traveller; one son was a sailor; a handsome stalwart fel
low, who came home occasionally. Thefirst man to build a hand
some residence near Bryn Mawr was Dr. Edward Peace; he was
from Charleston, S. C., and had lived in Philadelphia many

years; being a fine surgeon at the Philadelphia Hospital. He
bought part of the Hoskins* farm, and built a large house in
Italian style, with fine piazzas. Here a princely hospitality was
practiced, his sisters coming with their sons and daughters for
long visits. The Vernons of Newport, and another from Warrenton. Pa. Two Vemon nephews went to the war from his
house; the younger, Ellery, being killed at Ball's Bluff. Dr.
Peace said once to my father: "You and I will live to see this

place grow into a second Chestnut Hill." My father was in
credulous, but both did live to see the prediction fulfilled, and
neither were very old men. The old roads and lanes have been
widened, macadamized and called by new names, many new ones
being laid out. In all directions beautiful country seats are

seen; Wootton, built by the late George Childs, being one of the
finest. Around Rosemont a thickly built up town hides the old

familiar, scattered houses. I remember the day when the late
Samuel G. Lewis, Auditor of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com

pany, asked me to name the new station, and I at once replied:
"The land was given by my uncle Joshua Ashbridge, call it for
his place," and Rosemont it was and is now.
At the breaking out of the Civil War, Bryn Mawr was still
a farming neighborhood, and the sons of those loyal, patriotic
farmers dropped their work and went to the war. Their mothers
and sisters formed Aid Societies and worked for the Sanitary

Commission. My mother was president of one. On the day
remembered as "Gettysburg Sunday" an urgent appeal was
made to her for hospital supplies. Notices were written to be
read in all of the churches, saying our house would be open to
receive them. My brother was sent on the pony to carry them to

the clergymen, and all of that afternoon comforts and deli
cacies poured in and were packed for shipment next morning.
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My young sister, on her pony, patrolled the surrounding coun

try for miles, distributing and collecting sewing, being done by
busy housewives for the hospitals. A young man, whom we
knew, was an orderly in a Virginia hospital, where the building
was in an unsanitary and dilapidated condition. His account
so stirred me that I wrote reporting it to the surgeon General
over my own signature. A commission was appointed, the build
ing condemned, and another built. The surgeon in charge was
Dr. McClellan. He was utterly at a loss to know who reported
him; my letter had been sent to him.

Months afterward he one

day discovered that the young orderly came from Bryn Mawr,
and asked if he knew me. Replying that he did. Dr. Mc Clellan

said "Well, she is a meddlesome old maid, and got me into trou
ble; do you suppose that she could get us any hospital supplies?"
The orderly said: "Dr. McClellan, she is a yoimg girl of seven
teen, but she and her mother are workers for the hospitals,
and, if you will make an appeal, I think you will meet with
success." One of the largest boxes we ever sent went to Dr.
McClellan at Hampton, Va.

Soon after the war, when the Pennsylvania Company moved
their tracks and gave an improved suburban service, the great
boom in real estate began, and prices for land soared rapidly.
I do not pretend to know much about the present owners or con

ditions, as I very rarely visit my old home, and these desultory
notes have been written to try to preserve some of the old names

and tell something of the old times when I was young.

Letters from the Fifty-First
The Fifty-first Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, was a
unit of the Union Army whidi was comprised in major part of
Montgomery County soldiers. Without entering the argument
as to which Regiment fought most or hardest, we note that the
51st Regiment served four years and that it was involved in
much heavy fighting. Of some note because it was "Hartranft's Regiment," the success of the regiment was assured by
capable officers and willing enlisted men. Many of the officers
had served under Hartranft in the three-month enlisted Fourth

Regiment, strongly critcized by General Irvin McDowell in his
explanations of the loss of First Bull Run.
The Fifty-first was organized in September, 1861 but did
not see action until January, 1862, but then served as the lead

ing regiment in General Ambrose Bumside's Coastal Expedition
to North Carolina. The men came to admire Bumside almost

as much as they did Hartranft, despite the fact that Bumside's
military judgment has been questioned by many Civil War ex
perts. Little, if any, such criticism of Bumside appears in let
ters or diari^ of the Fifty-first Regiment.
This is a collection of letters written by members of the

Fifty-first in their service until late Fall of 1862. No pattern
of letters has been attempted, and a simple chronological order
has been maintained. Most of the letters are from officers, but

that simply reflects that these are letters that have survived.
Officers and men who wrote these letters include Lieutenant

Davis Hunsicker, Major (later Colonel) Edwin Schall, Chaplain
Daniel G. Mallery, Colonel John F. Hartranft, Private Henry
Gerhart or Private Henry Groff, and from some unidentified
but obviously very discontented private. Lt. Hunsicker had
served as an enlisted man in the short-term Fourth Regiment.
He re-enlisted for three years in Company C but died almost

precisely a year later. His body no longer lies buried at Hagers196
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town, but in the Providence Mennonite Cemetery, Collegeville,
R.D. where his obelisk tombstone contrasts sharply with the
plain tombstones. Col. Edwin Schall, one of five brothers in
service, was the editor of the National Defender when the 51st

Regiment was organized. He not only survived the assault on

Bumside bridge at Antietam Creek, but helped rally the charge
up the steep slope on the west bank. He died in another de

vastating attack of the war, at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. It
was a tribute to the service of Edwin Schall and his brothers

that William Holstein presented to William Schall, their father,
the small box, 8x5x4^ inches, made of wood from the bridge
itself. It is now in the collection of the Historical Society.
Col. Hartranft was of course the commanding officer of the
51st Regiment and was responsible for organizing and recruit

ing the men. The most illustrious survivor of the 51st, he
served as Governor of Pennsylvania 1873-1879. Rev. Daniel

G. Mallery was the pastor of Central Presbyterian Church,
Norristown when he enlisted. The church got along with supply
pastors until the summer of 1862, when a full-time replacement
was hired and Mallery dismissed. To safeguard the spiritual

life of a regiment of soldiers in a war situation was no easy
job, although Rev. Mallery appears to have been moderately
effective, but the soldiers' judgment as to his value to the regi
ment varies rather widely. Of the rest of the soldier correspond
ents we know very little.

Battles fought by the 51stRegiment up to December 1,1862
were: Roanoke Island, Newbem, Camden, Centerville, Second

Bull Run, Chantilly, South Mountain and Antietam. Only a
few of these are described in the letters. What we are more
interested in is a presentation of personal reactions to war con

ditions and circumstances encountered. Whether those letters
will help clarify any of the larger issues we do not know. The
loss of the entire regimental supply of Enfield Rifles on the
Coastal Expedition and the consequent reliance on the much
inferior Harpers Ferry muskets must have had some effect on
the morale as well as on the accuracy of fire. Within three
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months new Enfields were distributed to the Regiment again.
If the deficiencies of high-echleon command both at Bull Run
and at Antietam affected the actions of tiie Fifly-first, it is

certainly not obvious. Yet one notes that at Antietam, McClellan's decisions were too slow even though he had in hand lost

Confederate orders, containing a three day summary of expected

troop disposition; that Lee's tired troops, backed against a flood
swollen Potomac, were allowed to escape despite the fine effort
of the individual Union units and soldiers; and finally that the
attack on Antietam Bridge concentrated Union soldiers in a
bottleneck which gave the Confederate artillery and Rebel sharp
shooters a field day, and incidentally cost many of the lives
lost in the battle. A stone wall and sharp creek banks made

forded crossings of the ^Ilow Antietam Creek too difficult.
The fact remains, of course, that in warfare a battle situa
tion demands instant decisions.

No matter how much these are

debated later, the results stand. As for devotion and bravery,
no one could ask more than that displayed by the whole regi
ment. The obvious tribute to the fact was the very unusual
Presidential review of October 3, 1862, for President Abraham
Lincoln made the journey to see them, practically at the scene
of this fierce battle, and that is a recognition of no small im
portance.

One hundred years ago, then, the Fifty-first Regiment, Penn

sylvania Volunteers, was one of a number of units in which
Montgomery county men were serving. Others might have been
used in this article, but we chose to concentrate on reactions
from a single unit. Of the letter-writers, Davis Hunsicker
died at Antietam, while Edwin Schall was to die at Cold Harbor,
the rest survived the war. All shared the same experiences.

In choosing letters written to newspapers, we have confined
ourselves to Edwin Schall's National Defender, mainly because

the publisher and editor himself took part as a regimental
officer.
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Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Camp Gurtin
October 2, 1861
Dear Bro.

I received a letter some time since from you in reference
to James W. Hahn's claims for the post of Sutler to our Regi
ment. I had previously been informed by his Bro. Wallace. I
would be glad to see Jim succeed in getting it. He shall have
my vote and influence for the reason I think he deserves and is
entitled to it, being one of the first to Volunteer when our Coun

try was in sore need of defenders. All other qualifications being
equal as between him and other applicants, I should support
him upon those grounds. I had a letter from Fannie written

on last Sunday Evening. She says Bro. Sam has been very ill
and was not expected to live, but is now better. Since then I

heard nothing so I think he must be growing better or I should

have heard of it. I begin to feel more and more at home in posi
tion. A little more confidence and then I can go it "Btdly." On
last Saturday I was detailed together "with 32 men from our
Company to Guard the Arsenal and Government store house

in Harrisburg where I had to remain until Sunday Morning,
being in command of the Posts Named, as also commander of a
reserve force to aid the Major in Suppressing riots &c. I got

along first rate and made a report to Col. Welsh's adjutent
taking ^2 sheet of Foolscap to get all on, remarks &c. I am
growing more familiar with Company and Battalion manners

every day and I expect by strict attention to honor the position
I now hold. I need a little more practice to Steady my voice in
giving commands, but the object of the different Manuevres I

comprehend readily. You should just see what a hard looking
crowd of Captains and Lieuts. there are about Camp Curtin
and how limited their knowledge of such matters. But this

being a Camp of Instruction it makes but little difference, as
all can learn that will. But still I think that those under them
would feel better if the Officers know all about it. I make it
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a point to conceal that of which I am ignorant or evade the
question. So far I have been able to answer all questions Satis
factorily, but I study pretty hard. What I don't understand, I
sift out of the United States Infantry Tactics and by these
means keep the confidence of our Company. Just as certain
as the men find out that you don't know it like a book they
lose confidence in and respect for you. Then how important to
be well posted and preserve that confidence without whidi
Soldiers feel unhappy and will not be able to render half the
Service they are capable of under other circumstances. So far
I believe our fellows have been content with the choice of Com

panies they have made. As an evidence we are constantly re
ceiving applications for membership, but being up to the maxi
mum we can take no more. We refer them to other Companies

but they say if they can't go with us they won't go at all. There
are many companies here that are not up to the minimum,
amongst them the Company commanded by the Capt. of the
Company to which I formerly belonged. We have one Nagur
to cook for us and keep our Markee in Order. Already I have
made nearly twice as much money in three weeks then I got
before the whole three Months, and have it considerably easier

and more comfortable, and have no "whelps" to tyranize over

me, have mudi more freedom and I want but little, as I always
like to be at my post. Did you get those photographs and are
they pretty good? They were unfinished. At any rate I would
not be competent to judge of my own. Have you been up to see
the "Old folks at home" since I left? Has the "full Cousin"

found anything to do? I think there will be a fine prospect to
get him to West Point as the Number there, as well as at the
Naval Schools, are to be increased and those competant to take
the field will be put there, &c. I wish you would write to me
occasionally as I have but few corresponents, and don't want
many at present, not until I am as well versed as those by who,
I am surrounded. It is pretty nearly nine O'clock, and having

pretty well played out for the present, I must come to a close.
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My love to Jack & Annie and the children, to Mary &e. Good
night.
Your affect. Bro.

Davis Hunsicker

P.S. Write very soon.
My kindest regards to Mr.
Taggert and Family.
«

#

«

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Camp Curtin No. 2
November 12, 1861
Dear Bro.

Being at leisure this long winter evening I just thought a
little talk with you might be both profitable and pleasant. In
my last I spoke of not having time to write, being kept busy in
Studying the United States Infantry Tactics, but now I feel as

though I was Master. At least have as good a knowledge as my
old Commander (who is also here). Now when I have a diance
to measure strength with him and others I find myself equal
to task. So far as the Maneuvres are concerned, I ask odds of
none in camp. Perhaps in the Manual of Arms there are some
more accomplished than myself, it being a matter of Minor im
portance and more pro[p]erly belongs to Sergeants and other
non-commissioned Officers. On this I can perfect myself in a
very short time, knowing it all very well, having had three
months practice, a few slight alterations haveing been made
since. I am now receiving instructions in the Sword exercise

from Capt. Von Swartenauer (a Polander) who is here as Drill-

Master of Cavalry. In this last course I am happy to say I
am getting along very well, much better than I expected and
upon the whole I feel as though I have succeeded remarkably
well. Since I came here I have rose from the position of Second
to that of 1st Lieutenant, and my desire is to rise as high as
possible. My ambition is not so inordinate as not to be satis
fied, for with my present position I am well satisfied and will
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try and merit the confidence of my superiors, more particularly
the Field Officers, for outside of my company the Captains will
have nothing to do with me. All I expect of them is courteous
treatment, which all of whatever rank owe each other accord
ing to the Rules for the Government of the Armies of the
United States. Nichol's friend Carmac has rose from a Second

Lieutenancy to that of Capt., so you see Upper Providence is
getting along very well in the army. "Bully for that," and
"Bully" for the news from the Fleet and from Kentucky.
"Balls Bluff is avenged" The "boys" in camp are in high glee.
Some are afraid there will be nothing left for them to do. I tell
them to give themselves no trouble on that Score, for the war in
my opinion is a long ways from being at end, and we'll yet
have plenty to do. I've been looking for a line from you for
the last six weeks and thinking there might be something wrong
and that my writing you the best way to find out, for I would
like to know how housekeeping goes. The Squire wrote me you
[have] plenty to eat of plain substantial food. I was home once
since I was in the City and Mother told me you had moved.
Oh! but it looks "dull and dreary" about home. I felt very much
dissatisfied and could not content myself for any length of time.

The Squire looked much better than I expected to see him after
his illness. I thought he looked better than I had seen him for
months before. I think he'll soon be all right. We are still here

but expect to leave some of these days, perhaps this week, but
then we have been expecting it for the last two Months. Would
like to be sent with the next naval expedition or to Kentucky.
If you see my friend Foulke (of the firm of Stokes & Foulke)
tell him sometime ago I received a note from him in reference
to a small bill I owe him and has been due for over a month

and ought to be paid and I fully intended it should be, but the
recruiting cut me short and my expenses have been heavy ever
since. As soon as I get near some paymaster I'll draw some

money which I'll forward to you to pay him and perhaps and
Order for a Milatary Suit, for he can fit me nicely if he has
not lost my measure. I am sorry that I am not able to send

you the money for him now. I've not drawn any money for my
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services, though two months pay are due. And Mr. Foulke can
depend upon being paid as soon as I possibly can make the ar
rangement. Give my love to Mary and remember me kindly
to all of Mr. Taggerts and tell Mary some time when she has
nothing to do to write to me and I'll answer promptly, and when
you write which I hope will be soon tell me how you are pleased
with your new arrangement. It is near my bed time and I must
stop for it is growing quite cold in my Markee without any
fire and you must excuse this letter for I've been interrupted
so much and have so little of interest to communicate.

The

interruptions are owing to the absence of the Capt. who has gone
home and the command devolves on me. Good night.
Your affect. Bro.
Davis Hunsicker

Davis Hunsidcer to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Camp Bumsides,
Annapolis, Md.
Nov. 21,1861
Dear Bro.

You'll pereceive by the heading that we have been moving
Southward. We are encamped on a beautiful piece of Ground
north of and adjoining the town, where we expect to remain
until we are paid, which will be right soon. Our Colonel has

gone to Washington to day and will return to night or to morrow.
Lieut. Col. Bell has command and is a very good officer. The
Soldiers all like him. The Major [Edwin Schall} is also well
liked. Upon the whole we consider ourselves as well officered

as any Regiment in the Service. The Col. is popular and is very
attentive and is well liked by all under his Command. I am
getting along very well and have received my Commissions which
makes me all right for the War unless Mustered out by the Short

process of Accidents of Battle. Our Men are pretty well dis
ciplined and I wont be surprised if they acquit themselves
nobly and with honor to the State and Service. I dont believe

FIRST LIEUTENANT DAVIS HUNSICKER

Co. C, 51st Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers

Wounded at Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862; died Sept. 19, 1862.
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in boasting to[o} soon for there is no knowing how men will
behave themselves under a heavy fire in attacking places strong
ly fortified. Sometimes, the more e3q)ected, the least accom

plished. Though generally where one expects but little, one gets
less. I try to impress the men with the idea that they are as
brave and as well disciplined and as efficient for our purpose

as any, and withal to get and keep their Confidence without
which an officer is of but little account. I suppose likely we'll

have a more genial clime to winter in than Camp Curtain or

our present camp, for our coming here is an indication that we'll
be sent with the next fleet.

It is just where we all wished to

go and I've no doubt for once our wishes will be gratified. We
expect our pay before leaving here, which will take some time,
so if you feel like writing, I'll be sure of receiving it. Annapolis
is a very quiet place and not near as rebellious as in April last.
A great many have since then become strong union Men. I am
told that the town has furnished two Companies of Infantry to
serve as sort of Home Guards for the town and a relief to our

troops which saves us considerable Guard Duty. There are
plenty of Soldiers in, around, and about this place. How many
I could not tell for I've no time to be running about, for we

drill nearly all the time. At 8 o'clock in the Morning is Guard
Mount and at 9 o'clock squad drill untill ten. Company drill from

then till twelve, after Dinner Regimental drill from 1 O'clock

until halfpastliu:ee. At 4 o'clock Dress parade. The Rev. D. G.
Mallery is our Chaplain and favors us every evening on Dress
Parade with a Prayer, which is an iminrovement on the "old

fourth" (I might say notorious fourth) for their Chaplain but
seldom opened his head. All he seemed to care about was some
thing good to eat and a comfortable sleep. Capt. Mallery will
no doubt prove a useful man to the Regiment. So mote it be.
Oysters here are plenty and cheap but I've been '*Dovost*'
[Darost} for over two weeks. Charlie promised to send me some
as soon as he could. When we get paid I think I'll hold on to

enough to see me through from one pay day to the next for to
be without money a soldiering is worse than most any other fix
one could be in. We must buy all we eat and drink. Consequent-
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ly money leaks away very fast and one hardly knows what be
comes of it. However I shall send you some money or 7 3/10
Treasury notes. I've no doubt you can pay Stokes & Foulke and
get the Change. I had thought you would have written to me

in reference to these treasury notes. I hardly know how to
sendyou anything unless byexpress (Adams.) My kind regards
to my friends and acquaintances in the City. My love to Mary
and her folks, and to Annie and tell Sister Annie I've been look

ing for a line from her for some time. May be you would like

to pay us a visit before we leave here. It seems to me as though
I had written from Camp Curtin some time last week. It just
occurred to me this minute. If I had known it sooner I should

not have written this for I hardly knew what to write about.

I wrote Father last Monday and I must write to the Squire
next. iGood night. Write soon.
Your affect Bro
Davis Hunsicker

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Camp Union, Annapolis, Md.
December 4, 1861
Dear Bro.

We moved on yesterday from our old camp (the St. Johns
College grounds) to this place which is about two miles west

the Ciiy on an elevated spot which is much pleasanter being
much more dry. The soil is light, Sandy and of course nice and

dry. Yesterday was a very unpleasant day for moving, it being
cold and stormy and teams being scarce or for some other rea
son, we were deprived of our Tents and were obliged to remain

in the cold until near Sun-sett. However we managed to get
along without Freezing and after the arrival of our Tents it

took but a few minutes to Pitch them. We built a fire place
and warmed up and were about retiring when from some cause

or other "our house" became very smoky and we were obliged
to withdraw for a short time. The Tent again inhibitable, we

LETTERS FROM THE FIFTY-FIRST

205

turned in for the night and slept soundly and comfortably. We
have plenty of Blankets for much colder weather, so you see
we are not likely to suffer much from cold. The night was
indeed very cold and this morning after washing I steped out
for a short time and found considerable ice on my whiskers

on my return. About five minutes was all that was required,
to cover our water-pail with Ice. The morning is very calm,
clear, and pleasant, and has the appearance of moderateing.
Your letter of the 25th Nov. was not mailed until the 27th and
reached me Dec. 2d. Sort of Strange for a letter to remain part

of two days in the Philadelphia Post office, don't you think
so? I am glad to hear of your Keeping house after a fashion
that you should be pleased to have me look in upon, for no
doubt its style would just suit me. However most any style
would please one fresh from "Tented field". On last Saturday
on Thanksgiving day I should have said we were reviewed by
Brig. Genl. Foster, which I believe resulted in his having quite

a good opinion of present state of efficiency and will probably
be attached to his Brigade of the Coast Division. We are
anxious to leave as soon as possible for some warmer climate

regardless of consequences for here it is entirely to cold to be
pleasant. And nothing would please us more than to receive
inteligence that we were off to-Morrow, for our Imaginations
are' crowded with visions of the Fleet Heading Southward,
Storms at Sea, sea sickness, Orange groves. Rice swamps. Cotton

fields, and last of all of "Battles Fought and Victories Won."
Yet we may be disappointed for it is said we are to remain
with Ships and what seems to confirm this is the fact that we
are to leave our teams and Tents behind, which would be muc^i

pleasanter than to be camped out and marching from place
hunting the Enemies of our Country. But what is the use of
saying anything of that which I've just written, for another
half hour may find us heading toward Washington, Missouri,
or some other place, for in this life one never knows what is
to be until the very last. I should likely have been with you
on Thanksgiving had we remained at Camp Curtin, but from
here there is no chance of getting away no how it can be fixed.
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Last week an Officer wanted a Furlough for a day or two to
visit Baltimore. Gen. Foster told him he would be most happy
to oblige him but such privileges could not be granted at this
time. So you see that the nearer one approaches the scenes of
danger and Glory, the less the chances of visiting around,
which is just as it should be, for there was entirely too much of
that done during the first three Months of the War. As it was

I spent my Thanksgiving as usual, so far as Turkey was con
cerned but no further. For additional on this matter, see my
note to John A. Henkels of the 28th Nov.

"Consam it."

Our

pay-master has not made his appearance yet and no knowing
when he will, but expect him every day, yes, almost every hour.

Saving as I am I find it will cost me more than I expected.
When I remit to you, pay Bro Sam six dollars as no doubt he

is in want of funds. He very kindly paid the Shoemaker for
my Boots, and Should have his money as soon as possible. I
reed a letter from him a few days ago and one from Bro Josh.

Your directed to Camp Curtin has not yet reached me, though
a few come every day. I received one from there. The Squire
writes that his health is rapidly improving. I was glad to hear
it. Poor Fellow, he has had a long siege. My love to Mary and
kindest regards to my friends &c. Write very soon.
Your affect Bro
Davis Hunsicker

P.S. Did Jack get my letter
on the 28th Nov.
»

*

«

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Annapolis, Md.
December 24, 1861
Dear Bro.

I this day forwarded by Adames express Co. from Annapolis,
the Sum of Eighty dollars with which you will pay Stokes &

Foulke the sum of Twenty nine dollars. Don't pay him any
interest, for I should have paid 2 months ago, but Government
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had not paid me. Hand Bro Sam Six dollars and 23 dollars to
Bro. Charlie to pay Wetzel and the balance as appropriate to
liquidating tiie sum you loaned me. I am unable to send more
as I only received pay for about one month and a half. Next
pay day I'll draw somewhere in the neighborhood of 215 or
Twenty dollars, when I shall forward liberally, for I deter
mined to economise rigidly. I would have sent you more now
only I must have a new Uniform, and when I leave here I may

not have an opportunity soon again. So I thought I had better
procure one before I leave here, on account of getting a better
fit and a better article. I hope what I've sent will be Satisfac

tory. Dec. 31st is next day And if our rolls are ready we'll
[be] paid then. With a Merry Christmas to all &c.
Yours &c
Davis Hunsicker

Acknowledge the receipt of this as soon as possible.

Edwin Schall to Editor, National Defender, published
January 7,1862

Camp Union, Anapolis
December 31st, 1861

Notwithstanding the hardships of the soldiers life, and the

separation from home and friends, there is a certain charm at
tached to it, which strongly fascinates the soldier. This is evi
denced by the almost universal re-enlistment of the three months
volunteers. Even the limited time they had been in service, had

greatly unfitted them for the duties of civil life. The excite
ment of picket duty, the midnight alarm, the review, inspection
and daily drill, all was gone, and in its absence the mind was
little at ease. Of course in time they became reconciled to the
change, for if they did not we would indeed have cause to fear
for our country at the termination of the present struggle. It
is a pleasure to announce that the health of the Camp is very
good .. .
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We are again on the threshold of another year, for this is

New Year's eve. We had almost forgotten it, but the mery

music of the String Band, and the loud hurrah and songs of
the Zouaves, all serve to remind us of the fact. We almost can

fancy ourselves in Norristown, and see the crowded throng move
up and down the street. Here the loud ringing laugh of the little
ones as they hurry along and ascend Meeh's Hall and join the
dance with the "Norris boys." We can do all this and probably
is as satisfactory as if it were reality. Hiere goes the report of
a gun, and with it the cry for the Corporal of the guard. Prob
ably the sentinel intended it to a salute to the New Year.

He

is, however, premature for the New Year will not make its ap
pearance for nearly an hour to come . . . Wrapping our blanket
around us, we laid down to seek sweet repose in sleep, but ere
we readied the land of "Nod," the cheering strains of music,
and the loud cheers of "We wish the 51st Regt a happy New

Year," broke in upon our ears, and instanter brought us upon
our feet. Dashing to the outside, we seen a portion of the New
York Fifty First, headed by their band, marching towards the

Zouaves camp. We afterwards learned they had visited nearly
every camp in the Division.

Sixty-two! How odd it sounds, and how long it will be be

fore the one is out of our heads, so that we will not require the
knife to scratch it out! So another year has rolled around!

How many who embarked upon it with fair winds and pros
pects of a successful voyage, have been ship-wrecked on the
rocks of adversity? How many homes have been made desolate
by the unnatural rebellion which has been instigated by wicked

men? Ah, there is much in the year just gone for deep reflec
tion . .. Little did we and the good people of Norristown think,
that on the First of January 1862, some four or five hundred

troops of Montgomery county, would be encamped, ready for
action, on the soil of Maryland. Yet it is so. Here we are fully
armed and equipped, excepting daily to make a descent upon the
enemy when least expected . .. We cannot, however, but wonder
how many of these gallant spirits from Montgomery county,
who now stand on Maryland will witness the coining of anoth-
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er year? How many, whose cheeks are radiant with health, will
be lying beneath the soil of the sunny dime? How many who
now step off so firmly to the music of the band, will follow that
same music on the First of January, 1863? . . .
E. S. [Edwin Schall]

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Camp Union, Annapolis, Md.
Jan. 3, 1862
Dear Bro.

Yours Mailed the 27th Dec 1861 reached me last Saturday.
You had forgotten to date your letter, but I suppose it was writ
ten either the 26th or 27th. I could not make out what sort of

threat my friend Foulke made. Your letter had the appearance
of being written in great haste and I couldn't cipher out what
Foulke had said. I should like to know, and in your next write
it very plain and how you settled with him. We expect to be
paid in a few days for the last two months, when I expect to
forward you enough to do your marketing all winter. By the
way, Bros Charlie and Sam both write that the Old Folks are
quite poor. Should they need anything relieve them with the
Funds you have in hand for me while it lasts. I wrote to Mother
if she needed any funds to draw on you for such amounts as she
needed and credit me on the note she holds against me. She'll
want some funds when she (»mes to the City. Under no cir
cumstances should she be left to suffer or want for anything,
for during her whole life she has been economical and indus
trious and deserves a better fate. But so we go. Many a weary
hungry soul has been fed with her hands and many a weary
and afflicted Mortal been comforted through her kind Offices.
From the condition of Our Parents we can leam this lesson:

that one can be to[o] generous for ones own good, and that
while plenty abides with us, troops of friends surround us, and
no sooner are we overtaken by adversity than are we deserted
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and all our prior kindness forgotten, and they have no protect
ing shield for us, particularly where a few dollars are required.
The "Old Homestead" to which I was much attached has gone

into other hands. The Humiliation is unpleasant, particularly
so when we consider the sacrifice. For this I hesitated, not
knowing which to do, join the Army, or make a tremendous
effort to redeem the Home of our Childhood. I chose the for

mer, and if I know myself, will either come back with honor
to myself and friends and to the name I bear, or not at all. I
want to do that which on my return will make those who know
me feel proud of me, and make others anxious for my com
panionship and fellowship. I industriously attend my duties and
strive to become Master of the Science, and am determined not
to be outdone, if in my power to prevent it. My disposition
is proud and Stubborn, yet am able to keep within "dtie hounds."
Prudence guides and directs me, and hope it will not desert. I
avoid unworthy associates as I would the plague. And endeavor
to grow better and wiser day by day. Soon we shall leave this
[place] for more Stirring Scenes and under the lead of our
chiefs we expect to Satisfy the public expectations. Act. Major
Genl. Bumside, Brig. Genl. Foster, 1st Brigade; Brig. Genl.
Rheno [Reno], 2d (our Brigade); Brig. Genl Parks, 3d Brigade.
All are men in whom we have the highest confidence. [They]
are all graduates of West Point and of large experience. The
last two named are Pennsylvanians. Our Regt. is equal to the
best in point of discipline and Manuevre, in fact all through.
In some respects we are superior, for instance in "Double-Quick"
Manuevres. To-day we had a Brigade Drill consisting of three
Regts. and did very well. We commenced instructing our
company in McGlellan's Bayonet exercise. It is new to me,
but will soon Master it. I was instructing the Company this
forenoon and the Capt. this evening. The Boys are anxious to
leam and will soon pick it up. Florence Sullivan, Saml. Hart-

ranft and others from Norristown are here. And my old com
mander's wife. By the way, he treats [me] very respectfully,
for the reason perhaps that I am able to do all he can, and am
within one notch as high in position, and might have been on
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equal footing with him but was too distrustful of my abilities.
Joe, are you coming to see us before we leave? The sight
would be worth seeing. Did you see the puff in the National
Defender over the signature of Montgomery. Quite flattering
is'nt it? Particularly so. To be one of the best Officers in
one of the best Regts., for our Regt. is considered One of the
best here by all the High Officials here. Love to Mary &c. Write
soon.

Your affect Bro

Davis Hunsicker

PS A Happy New Year &c.

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Camp Union, Annapolis, Md.
January 5, 1862
Dear Bro.

We were paid to day and embark to Morrow on board the
Steamer Cossack and Sailing Vessel Scout. Companies A, C, F
and K on board the Scout, which was decided by lot. Our desti
nation is to us a Mystery. I'll write you from time to time so

as to keep you posted. I send you by the hands of S.E. Hartranft Esqr (Our Colonel's Father) who is a Staunch Man and
every way reliable. He says he'll see that you get the Money,
besides it costs nothing. 20 dollars is for John W. Rinker from
his Son Jacob, a private in our Company. I send 195 Dollars

which you'll please to deal with as think the best. Perhaps I
retained more for my personal use than necessary. Yet there
is no knowing where may get to and what may become of us.

For Instance, if taken prisoner a little cash on hand would not
come amiss. However I shall be just as economical as possible.

My principal source of expense will be my living. Clothing I
shall need but little, for I am now splendidly uniform [ed] and

121/^ dollar sash (Crimson). I may take a notion to buy a re
volver.

I sent all I thought I could possibly be without and if

it is not as much as you exi>ected it is because you don't under-
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stand it. I wrote you a middleing long letter which I suppose
it was mailed Yesterday Morning. Love to Mary and write as
soon as you find us out. My health is robust and nothing Short.
Your Affect Bro
Davis Hunsicker

[PS] I hope we may not be caught in a Storm. Still we must
take it as it comes Be it rough or Smooth"

[PPS] I only retained 40 Dollars for my private wants. Little
enough Say you. Send Rinker your check for $20 Dollars, which

leaves the amoimt I send you of One hundred and Seventy five
dollars.

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Fortress Monroe, Va.,
On Board U.S. Schooner "Scout"

January 10, 1862
Dear Bro.

We arrived here safely ,this afternoon at about 3 o'clock.

We embarked on Monday last, set Sail Yesterday (Thursday)
morning at

past 8 o'clock. Nothing unusual has as yet oc

curred. We would have been here sooner, but were prevented
by a dense fog, which compelled us to "heave to" last night
about eleven o'clock, and remained so until 9 o'clock this Morn

ing. Fortress Monroe is a very Formidable looking arrange
ment. Capt. Titus (of Company K, 51st P.V.) from Easton,
sends his kind regards. Captain Taylor also sends his kind re

gards. Did you receive $195 by Saml E. Hartranft Esqr, $20-.
of which is from Jacob B. Rinker, the "Man's" Son.

No Sea

Sickness yet. I am very well with the exception of a heavy cold
in my head, which makes me feel imcomfortable but does not

interfere with my appetite which is voracious. How long we
are to remain here I am unable to say, but presume our stay
will be very short. So far the Boys have enjoyed the trip very
much and are happy and well. This is a lovely afternoon, warm
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and bright. It rained last night and the night before, and some
little this Morning. The Sdiooner Scout is a sea worthy Graft.
Only part of the Fleet that left Annapolis with [us] have
reached here. We are amongst the first. The balance no doubt

will be up in a few hours or during the night. Love to Mary,
remember me kindly to Doct. Hahn and Family and all my
friends in the City. Direct as I've subscribed myself and I've
no doubt but your letters will reach me.
Your Affect Bro
Davis Hunsicker

P.S. Our destination is yet a Mystery. Bully! for that.

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph W. Hunsicker
Hatteras Inlet, N.C. Coast
On Board U.S. Transport Schooner "Scout"
January 17,1862
Dear Bro,

We ^e lying at anchor just inside the inlet, or as Mr. Mason
just told me that we are now lying in the inlet. Mr. Mason
is 1st Mate of the Scout.

Indeed Joe we had a tedious time in

getting here. We left Fortress Monroe, (Hampton Roads) Va.
on last Sunday Morning about 1 O'Clodc. The Pilot left us
about 3 O'Clock and on we went to Sea in a dense Fog. We
went Smting along blowing our horn So as not to run into any
one, or be run into, and when the Fog cleared up lo I and- behold
not a ship or sail was in sight. The weather continued dark
and Foggy and consequently we were groping our way in the
dark until day before yesterday, the 15th inst., when the Sun
made its appearance and luckily for us, we were enabled to
ascertain our whereabouts, which revealed the fact that we were

52 miles SW of here, in a straight line, off Cape Lookout. Of
course, "about ship" was the word. We had a nice breeze in
our favor, but as we neared the coast, it was deemed prudent
to "ly too", and when morning came we had head wind to con-
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tend with, which made our progress slow, which was not accord
ing to our liking on account of a short supply of water. We were
short when we left Fortress Monroe, reported so to Brig. GenI
Rhino [Reno]. His orders were "Put to Sea. Economize your
water," and of course as good Soldiers and faithful Servants,
it was our duty to obey. Col. Bell at Breakfast on Sunday

Morning made known our destination. We were pitched and
tossed about on the "billowy waves" to some purpose. At
times the Vessel seemingly was plunging bow foremost to the
bottom of the ocean and again she was up reaching for the next
swell, the waves rolling above, around, and all about us. We
were in a sort of hollow all the time, with Mountains of water

on all sides. The scene was grand and baffles description. It
must be seen. I would have enjoyed it much more had we not
been short of water, which made us all "dubious" as to whether
our supply would last us to Hatteras Inlet and again, we were

all more or less Sea Sick. I was not very bad, only I lost my
appetite and felt dizzy and feel giddy while writing this. I did
not get sick enough to vomit, but the Confounded Sea-Sawing
and Swinging. You remember when we were Boys Sea-Sawing
on the Pence. Here it was Sea Saw, Sea Saw all the time. I
was so tired of it that I would have paid a big price for land
enough to Stand upon, and would have taken a disputed or
doubtful title rather than miss, and would have defended it with
desperation too, for just about that time I could appreciate a

solid foundation.

However fortune always favors the brave,

and last night we lay in sight of the Fleet, outside of the break
ers and this morning Sailed in right side up. Found the Steam
er Cossack with other part of Regt aboard. They got here Mon
day forenoon about 10 O'clock.

Col. Hartranft came aboard

of our ship. At his appearance the Boys Cheered Vociforously.
The Col. is very popular as are all our field officers, parti
cularly the Major [Edwin Schall] who is so very clever and
good hearted. Lt. Col. Bell is a very fine Man, in short, a sol
dier and Gentleman. Joe, the 51st P.V. bears a good name.
Genl Burnside was heard to say "that the 51 P.V/s is one of
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the v&ry best regt in the division; that Col. of theirs is a Solid
old fellow." Bully for that, and now if we only perform w^
in time of danger we are all right. I am not unpopular with
my Men. They would go their full length for me.
When you see Bro. Charles, tell him I would have written

him too, only I must write to you and the folks at home. He
has so many chances for hearing from us through so many
others that you and the folks at home have not. But I'll write
to him after the fight, which will be soon. We are bound for
Eoanoke Island which is said to be Strongly fortified. I am

in good health and fine Spirits. Love to Mary and Annie s
folk. Write very Soon and direct, and yours will be sure to
reach me.

Your Bro.

Davis Hunsicker

[P.S.] My old Commander is aboard with us and is very clever.
The reporters are in tight place. They are aboard the Cossack
and they are not permitted to leave and no mail is to leave until
we leave. Two vessels are wrecked. No lives lost bythe -wreck.
Two men were lost in taking the small boat to come ashore. The
Col. and Surgeon of the 9th New Jersey were lost in this way.

The Enfield Rifles for the 51st P.V. were on board the -wrecked
vessels, so we have to fight our way with the Harpers Ferry
Muskets. I am sorry we lost our good Rifles. Perhaps the
wrecker squad may recover them, but not in time for present
use. If I have time, I'll write Charlie tomorrow. Did you get

my letter from Fortress Monroe? I wrote Father from the same
place. I -wrote the Squire to-day.
«

«

«

Davis Hunsicker to Joseph Hunsicker
Pamlico Sound, N. C.

On Board U.S. Transport Schooner "Scout,"
February 1, 1862
Dear Bro.

Yours of January 14th reached me yesterday and your note
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of S'th directed to Annapolis came to hand some time since,
which I acknowledged immediately. Letters were received here
yesterday of as late dates as the 26th inst. So you see our Mail fa
cilities are very good. Generally a day or two is required to hunt
us up for the waters are so restless that they won't permit us to
lie still, but keeps drifting us about until we get aground, then
we must change our position. We have been aboard of the
Cossack for the last two days. She has accommodations for about
Six Companies. You can judge that with the addition of four
Companies it must have been pretty well crowded this Morn

ing. The Scout appeared at which the Boys Cheered quite lustily
by way of a friendly greeting, for they were tired out, having
been aboard three nights and no place to sleep. I amused myself
playing Checkers and as usual came off Victor leaving the Van
quished to console themselves as best they can. I left the boys
this morning and we are just in the same vessels we were when
we left Annapolis. I think likely by Monday or thereabouts we
shall proceed to Roanoke Island or some other place. Genl.
Rheno says we'll have plenty of fighting. We have but little

knowledge of their movements or strength in this Locality.
5 Deserters came in yesterday Morning from Hyde County, 16
Miles distant from Hatteras. They report 600 Men garrison
ing the place and they say about Ten Thousand at Roanoke
Island whidi is fortified by five Batteries. These deserters an
swered roll call the evening previous, and in the stilliness of
the night froze on this Craft and sailed for the Federal fleet.

They were impressed and have received no pay since October;
out of clothes. [They] were much pleased with the appearance
of our troops who are well clothed and fed. One of them served

under Genl Rheno in the Mexican War. Another belonged to
3d Artillery, U.S. Army, to which Lieut. Freedly was attached
prior to his capture by Gen. Van Dorn of the Rebel Service

in Texas. They say further that these 600 Rebels are to be a

match for 4000 of the Yankee fleet. They have large ideas

about their abilities to do wonderous things. I think in a very
short time they'll have a chance to "try it on." The health of

the Expedition has been remarkable for which we ought and do
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feel very thankful. The mishaps I've not learned. There has
been properly of great value lost, which is all we know about
it. I am in excellent health and spirits. Capt. Taylor and Titus

say that I should never forget to send their Kind regards. You
have the right notions about laying up for future use and to

provide for the future at the slightest warning. I am not in the
humor for writing this afternoon. My love to you &folks. Write
Soon.

Davis Hunsicker

P.S. I guess Foulke wishes he had been a little more patient,
for it cost him 'just five dollars. Remember we to the Tiger

Boys and Doct. Hahn and your neighbor Royer's. Em Royer
was going to write me cheering news, but has forgotten it.
[PPS] I seen Doct. Hahn's Son Thomas at Annapolis. He is
Sutler to Col. [Hartein'sJ Gav Regt. He looked well, said he
was going home soon.

Chaplain Daniel G. Mallery to Mrs. C. P. Harry
Camp Newbem, N. C.
March 28th 1862
Dear Madam:

I have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of a box
from the "Ladies Aid. Society" of Norristown, through the
"Ladies Aid" of Philadelphia. It has been a long time reaching

us, but our movements have been such that this could hardly
be heli)ed.

Much of our hospital stores has been used for the more un
fortunate of other regiments especially after the Roanoke fight;
but this you will not regret while you are thankful that we so
miraculously escaped, both on Roanoke and at Newbern.
We owe our comparative freedom from losses and disease
to the care of our Colonel and other field officers who do not
throw their men into unnecessary danger and exposure merely

for the sake of the newspaper notoriety which heavy losses
would give them.
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Some commanders boast of the number of rounds of am

munition fired and the number of men killed as though these
were signs of special bravery, when in fact it may only show

the indiscretion of the commander and the want of discipline
of the men.

Col Hartranft, who is as cool on the field of battle as in

his office, wastes no ammunition & no lives in useless firing &
useless exposure; but as in the Newbem fight, he will do as
much execution with six rounds at the right time as others with
sixty of wild firing, and when others are out of ammunition
and out of breath, the Fifty-first is in good condition for a few

well aimed vollies and a successful charge with the bayonet
which no Southern army can withstand.

I hoi)e before long to be in Norristown and to see my friends
face to face.

Yours sincerely
Daniel G. Mallery
Chaplain 5l3t PV

The Brigade Surgeon tells me that what the hospitals need
are:—

Towels Shirts Sheets Pillows Blankets Socks Drawers Hankerchiefs Slippers Bedsocks Old Linen Old Muslin Lint Butter
Cheese Dried Fruit
DGM

John F. Hartranft to Mrs. C. P. Harry
Newbem, April 30, 1862
Mrs. C. P. Harry, Secretary
of Ladies Aid Society of Norristown
Dear Madam:

The articles forwarded by your Society have been duly re
ceived, for which I return on behalf of the Regt, their heartfelt

thanks. Our list of Sick & wounded is very large, which is
caused by the hard service of our Regt. It is not as large as that
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of some others, although not one of them has passed through
as much Service in the way of long marches & bivouacs. Our
wounded men in camp are doing well & many of them on duty,
but six of our wounded are in the hands of the Enemy who will
be returned to Fortress Monroe as soon as they are able to be
moved.

Dr. Cutler, our Brigade Surgeon, has just been here & I showed
to him this Invoice, which he pronounced an excellent assorted
lot for Hospital use. I remain, Yours truly,
J. F. Hartranft Col

Comg 51st Regt P.V.

Chaplain Daniel G. Mallery to Mrs. C. P. Harry
Camp Reno Newbern N.C.
Monday June 16th 1862
Dear Madam:

Some time since I received a box for tiie hospital which

I expected to acknowledge in a letter to some Norristown paper;
but as I have so long delayed writing any such letter I will write

directly to you and thank you and the Society for the favor
which they have in this way added to their numerous kindnesses
to our regiment.
I should have kept up my newspaper correspondence; but,
to tell the truth, I have lost heart about it since my relation
to the community of Norristown is changed so greatly. I is
no so much like writing home now as Norristown is not likely
ever to be my home again.

The box received contained: Crackers, Cherae, Coffee, Sugar,
Farina, Dried fruit, Books & Magazines, Lint Rags Bandages
and Pads, 3 pillows 11 Sheets, 12 Towels, IB Handkerchiefs,
7 Cotton Shirts, 10 Prs Drawers, 20 Flannel Shirts.
The memorandum in the box said 16 Flannel Shirts but I
found 20.

For all these allow me to express the thanks of the regiment.
I may say for your information, not of course to be made
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known to the giver, but to guide you in making up boxes for the
soldiers that the box was so long on the way that the cheese was
spoiled & had saturated some of the garments with the grease
and caused others to mould. The garments however can be
washed and be as good as ever.
Most of our sick are at Beaufort where they have all the

advantages of sea air at a place of usual resort for the summer,
where there are large hotels and other conveniences for a hos

pital. Two or three are in the Newbem hospitals and five now
in our regimental hospital and a few are sick in quarters.
We have a delightful and healthy camp in a forest of ever
greens with which the new white tents make a very pretty
contrast. The Colonel has been very busy and in his planter
costume may be seen everywhere through the camp superintend

ing his road making—^for we are building a military road that
runs through our camp and shortens the distance to Golds-

borough 8 miles—^with his coal pit—^for he is burning charcoal
to filter water for the camp—and digging wells & clearing
out the swamp. If you should see him in his broad brimmed hat

& long linen sack you would surely think him a southern
planter— to the manor bom. Some of the officers have ham

mocks swung out under the trees where they lounge during
these hot days.
My kindest regards to Dr. Harry.

Please remember me

to Dr. Baker.
& believe me

Your Sincere Friend

Daniel G. Mallery

John F. Hartranft to Editor, National Defender, publidied
October 14, 1862

Headquarters 51st Regiment Penn'a Vol.,
Antietam, Md., Sept. 22, 1862

At a meeting held by the officers of the 51st Regiment
Pennsylvania Volunteers, on the 22d of September, 1862, the
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following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted:
"Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to remove by death,
from injuries received in the battle of SharjKburg, our much
beloved and most efficient officers, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas

S. Bell, whose amiable qualities endeared him in the hearts of
all, and whose devotion to the regiment secured for it much
of its present discipline and efficiency; and

Whereas, The same kind Providence took from our midst,
in the same battle, our esteemed fellow officers. Lieutenant
Davis Hunsicker and Lieutenant Gilbert Beaver, both good
and gallant officers; and

Whereas, Death has ended the suffering of our young and
highly esteemed officer, Lieut. FAIR, from injuries received at
the battle South Mountain; therefore.

Resolved, That we deeply feel their loss, knowing full well
their places in our hearts and Regiment cannot well be filled.
Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize with the afflicted
families in the losses which they have sustained.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing be sent to the fami
lies of Lieutenant-Colonel THOMAS S. BELL, Lieutenant
DAVIS HUNSICKER, Lieutenant GILBERT BEAVER, and
Lieutenant SAMUEL FAIR, and that they be published in the

Philadelphia papers and the county papers of Chester, Mont
gomery and Union.
JOHN F. HARTRANFT,
Colonel Fifty-first Regiment P. V.

GEO. SCHALL, Acting Adjutant

John F. Hartranft to Mrs. C. P. Harry

51st Regiment, 9th Army Corps
Near Knoxville, Md., Oct. 12/62
Dear Madam:

Your two barrels of onions with few apples filled in came

to hand on yesterday afternoon. I immediately distributed the
onions according to the strength of the Companies, the apples
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I divided with Col. Schall and others. If you should undertake
to provision the Regiment I think you will find it a very expen

sive operation. I think it very important for the health of tiie
Army that onions & potatoes should be issued frequently by the
Government. When tiie troops are on the march and going
through such a country as Maryland they will provide them
selves. But when the army goes into camp under our present
restrictions the men will soon be in want of these two articles.

Our Hospital tent is now up & tolerably well filled with invalids
but none Serious. Our location is very healthy. Let me in
behalf of the Regt. return thanks for the favr above acknow
ledged.

I remain Yours truly
J. F. Hartranft, Col

John F. Hartranft to Mrs. C. P. Hany
Camp Union Dec. 17, 1861

Mrs. R. D. Harry Sect.

Your former box was duly received and the contents proper
ly distributed. Mr. Mallery has taken particular charge of this
Department & will acknowledge the receipt of any thing that
may be sent, and will also intimate from time to time what is
most needed for the comfort of the Sick.

Yours truly
J. F. Hartranft Col Comg
51st Regt. P.V.

H. G. to Editor, National Defender, published October 14, 1962
Antietam, Md.
Oct. 1st, 1862

MR. EDITOR: Since the battle of Antietam the desicive [sfc]
battle of the war, upon the soil of Maryland—^the armies of the
Potomac has been resting on her oars along the river amid the
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wild and romantic scenery of her rugged banks. The enemy
have recrossed the Potomac for good, although their pickets are

still stationed all along our line, on the opposite side supported

by small bodies of infantry secreted along the shore, watching
our movements and making feints to cross at different points,
more, perhaps, for the purpose of dividing McClellans army,
with the view of making an attack at some other point or to
afford them an opportunity to fortify themselves against an
attack.

The last struggle made by the enemy in the State was a des

perate one, as all accounts abundently show. Abounding as it
does in resourses for army subsistance, its green hills and rich

valleys teeming with large herds of cattle, sheep and hogs, al
ready fat and fit for slaughter, the orchards and summer fruits
just ripening, —allin strange contrast with the "Old Dominion"
was to tempting a bait for the enemy to resist the effort to seize.
Its rich cornfields and stone fences furnish excellent shelter,
under cover of whidi to fall upon our advancing columns. Prob

ably these advantages of defence led them to undertake the dar
ing movement.

The Antietam was the chosen ground to decide the great final
contest between the combined forces of the armies of Generals
McGlellan and Lee. Whether voluntarily chosen by the enemy,

or driven by necessity to select that spot to cross the Potomac,
we do not know, but we do know the position was an admirable
one for defence.

The Antietam is a narrow but deep creek, rising in Penn

sylvania, and flowing in a southerly direction, entering the
Potomac about six miles above Harper's Ferry. At the already
well known bridge, the water is about three feet deep and about

twenty yards wide. The western bank rises into steep, hedgy
cliffs, some places almost perpendicular, and about one hundred
feet from the level of the water, while, on the other hand, the
eastern shore is less abrupt and sometimes sloping gradually
to a flat. It was along this river that our lines met the enemy
for about four miles from right to left. The right wing of the

enemy opposed by Gen. Burnside, on our left, rested on the
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Antietam Bridge, extending across the bridge which is about
three miles from the mouth of Antietam creek, three fourth of a
mile from Sharpsburg, and four mil^ from Shepardstown on
the Potomac, where the main body of the enemy crossed.
The battle commenced Sept. 16th, but it was not till towards
noon next day—^the enemy being gradually driven back on both
right and left—that we came to the bridge, tiie passage of which
by our troops, was obstinately resisted by the rebels as it was
the only crossing place for our left wing, and the rebels safety

depending upon holding our wing back, we wonder not they
fought so desperately. Orders were sent to Gen. Sturgis to storm

the bridge at all hazards. This arduous undertaking fell upon
the 1st Brigade of our Division, but they were repulsed by the
enemy.

Gen. Bumside then ordered the 51st Penna and 51st

N. York regiments forward, stating he knew they would take
it. As they moved forward Gen. Ferrero, the commander of
the 2d Brigade, reminded them of Roanoke, and Newbern, and
promising them a treat if they succeeded. We give the particulars
for it was here our regiment suffered most, and where some
of our nobles fellow soldiers fell, and lie buried beneath the

shady oak. To proceed, up to this time, we—^though in line—
had not been engaged with the enemy but lay all day under the
reach of the enemy's shells, which fell all around us, but doing
us no harm. At the time the order came to charge we lay along
the creek a few hundred yards below the bridge.
An air of sadness overshadowed our Colonel Hartranft's
countenance for a time when the 51st was ordered to take the

lead, as if conscious of the sacrifice to be made of his fine large
regiment, which had hitherto excited the admiration of the

citizen spectators. On they went over the first ridge, cheering
and droping at every step as they descended the plowed hill in
full view of the enemy. The gravel struck up by the bullets
stinging the hand and face. As we arrived at the top of the

second ridge, we met a crowd standing on the crest of the hill,
as if unwilling to advance, but checking the severity of the
enemy's fire by firing at them whenever seen.

Down the hill

we charged in regular order, but some of the boys could not be

LETTESS PROM THE FIFTY-FIRST

225

restrained from firing at the enemy, as some could already be
seen straggling off over the cliffs. The shrieks of the wounded

and the moans of the dying could only be faintly heard amid
the din of noise and confusion.

Our men forming along a post

fence on this side and on the bridge, kept up a continual fire
at the enemy, when they could be seen firing from their rifle pits
and trees along the side of the steep opposite the bridge, and
the stone fence at the top. They were so completely concealed
that they could scarcely be distinguished through the leaves from
the dark back ground and objects around except by the smoke
of their discharged guns, even at the distance of about one
hundred yards. As our troops press them harder across the
stone bridge, with nothing to protect them from the enemies

bullets, but the parapets at the sides about three feet high
which was a slight shelter against the fire from an oblique
direction. Occasionally one would retreat over the hill, leisure
ly, as if aware of another strong force not far off. Thus the
struggle lasted about an hour, when the enemy raised the white
flag, some sneaking out of their hiding places from behind the
cover of the leaves and trees almost unobserved.

A number

were taken prisoners, either having delayed their retreat two
long, or not having dared to get out of their pits till the firing
ceased. Then some walked off as if unwilling to surrender
while others gave themselves up willingly.

Soon after the fight was over, two rebels were seen under
the bridge, sitting by a fire, cooking their dinner. Those of
our boys first over, seized the pan and divided the spoils among
themselves. Another was observed in the top of a tree, hidden
bdiind the fork of two limbs of the tree, that he could hardly

be seen — when pointed out to some standing by—at the dis
tance of twenty five yards. He had evidently acted as a sen
tinel to inform these below of the movements of our forces ad

vancement, but thinking prudence the better part of valor he
kept his post.
Our troops crossing held it, while the enemy kept up a ter
rific shelling from well posted batteries on the hills about a
mile beyond. The shells were well aimed, bursting in the
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vicinity of the bridge. Had we had the necessary number of
troops and ammunition to follow immediately up the successes
won, the general result might have been all the most enthus
iastic could have wished.

Falling back about a half a mile,

over the ridge, they made another desperate stand from behind
stone walls and corn fields, where they were concealed in large
numbers. Here we met them again, on the hill, in an open
field. Our columns suffered greatly, as we were exposed to

a galling fire from their infantry and batteries.
were strewn with our dead and wounded.

Tlie fields

Owing to their con

cealed positions our firing could not have inflicted much injury
among them.

Whatever may be said of the motley appearance of their

dusty grey, and brown linsey suits, it is not so much an indica
tion of want of anything better as a thing chosen on their part,

designed to deceive the eyes and evade detection. This was
clearly experienced in this battle, for so completely did their dress
blend with the yellow soil, and other objects, that they could
with difficulty be detected by the keenest eye, as they lay in

ditdies and b^ind fences, among the thick and tall corn. Whilst
they could see us at once, formed in regular line, take aim and
fire before we had a chance of seeing them. It would suggest
the aid of a spy glass for every man on our part to be equal
to them. The time and circumstances have thus been in their
favor as we were obliged to follow and hunt them up.

In company F, to which I am attached there were three
killed, viz: W. Lentz, W. Conner and Henry Shultz. The last
having suffered the most horrible death, yet the easiest of all.
He was a promising youth of about 18 years, and as noble
a soul as ever lived. Always at his post when duty required,
cheerful, kind, peaceable and obliging, he was beloved by all.
He had just finished firing his forty rounds of ammunition
and was in a kneeling posture when a shell struck his head,
cutting it off to the ears and scattering his brains upon those
around him—^but he knew not what hurt him.
were relieved for the day.

Soon after we

Whilst engaged at the bridge, we lost our worthy Lieut.
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Col. Bell, while he was faithfully engaged in discharging his
duty. He was struck on the head by a piece of shell, and died
shortly after. Though always prudent and cautious; he was
one of the first to fall. In his death our regiment mourned
the loss of a kind, amiable and respected friend.
H. G. [Henry Gerhart
or Henry Groff]

H. G. to Editor, National Defender, published October 21,1862

Pleasant Valley, [Md.]
October 12th, 1862
MR. EDITOR:—

The news we received at present, almost with every mail is,
"All quiet along the Potomac." Since the battle of Antietara,
although true in general, there is still a constant activity con
cerning army arrangements, for whilst the army is apparently
quiet as to its movements, there is still much required to reor
ganize the army and make arrangements for another ad
vance . . . .

Immediately after the battle of Antietam, the 51st P.V., was
presented with a beautiful stand of colors by the citizens of
Norristown. The presentation was made by the delegation by
Judge Smyser, to carry them to the regiment, B. E. Chain, S. E.
Hartranft and Abraham Markley, on which occasion B. E. Chain
made a short speech. Judging from the silence and fixed at
tention of the crowd standing around, it must have been in
teresting, but it was delivered in too low a tone for the soldiers
all to hear drawn up into line as they were at the time. It would

be read with interest by the regiment if it should appear in
print. Col. Hartranft replied with a few brief remarks with the
same effect. All honor and praise are due the citizens of Norris

town for their patriotism, for no sooner had they heard that

our Flag, riddled and torn by bullets and bursting shells, had
fallen from the breeze, than they determined by preparing an-
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other, with ampler folds, "That the Star Spangled Banner shall
still wave over the land of the Free."

On the 3d of October last, Friday, it was announced the Presi
dent was to review the Second Division that day, consequently
we were ordered to be ready at 7 o'clock, a.m., to form on the
parade ground and in a short time seven lines of Infantry com
posing 15 regiments and one regiment of cavalry were formed
across the field, and four batteries in an adjoining field. This
was the first review we had since we left North Carolina. When

looking over the field we were surprised to see two and three
regiments in line covering the same ground occupied by one large
regiment at Anoiwlis where our Division was first organized

last fall. The whole Division formed were ordered to rest, wait
ing with patience to see the President come up the road from
Harper's Ferry. At about 10 o'clock a large column of horse
men came up the road, the President in advance, dressed in

citizens clothes, attended by a train of officers and citizens,
three hearty cheers were sent up from the whole Division, fol

lowed by the usual salute of 21 guns from the batteries as they
entered the field.

According to custom as the President ac

companied by Generals Burnside and McClellan, Cox &c., passed
slowly along the front and rear of each line, raising his hat and
viewing closely the men as he passed. Perfect order and silence

prevailed, all anxious to get a close view of the chief magistrate
[sic] of their country. If the reception was not as enthusiastic
as it might have been, it was of that calm and dignified kind of
respect, suited to his position under present circumstances.
The music played at proper intervals was well selected and sweet,
the day being unusually calm. As soon as the escort was through,
it passed up the road toward Sharpsburg, soon after the suc
cessive booming of cannons indicated that the ceremonies were

taking place farther to the right. The troops proceeded to their
respective quarters and rested for the day, under the cool shade
of their shelter tents. Whatever may have been the object of
the President in thus taking a review of the army about Wash

ington, it had a good effect upon the soldiers yet left, he also
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must have noticed an awful thinning out of the ranks since last
summer.

Perhaps none of our troops experienced the real hardships
of the war more than they have done during the last five or six
weeks. It was real, earnest, active warfare, and at no time

perhaps in their whole life time have they felt the importance
of a strong constitution and good health, for it takes a man in
the full enjoyment of both these inestimable blessings to keep
up and perform his duties as a valliant soldier under such try

ing circumstances, whilst the feeble are often left bdiind to take
care of themselves as best they can,, there can be but little con
solation for them in their forlorn condition. How ardent must
be their longings for home under such circumstances, better
they had never entered the ranks of the army . . . .
H. G. [Henry Gerhart
or Henry Groff]

Edwin Schall to Editor National Defender, published
November 18, 1862
Pleasant Valley, Md.
Oct. 11, 1862

. .. Hear you the loud cheers that come from down the road?
What can it mean? We look, but can see nothing. But there
the hero comes. It is our own beloved Bumside. As he passes

each regiment he has a few words to say to each Colonel; words
to this effect:—"The enemy are retreating and we have to fol
low them without provision. The reason we have been short of
rations, is because you were on the advance so long, that the
train could not catch up." Bidding us good morning, he rode
away to the music of the cheers of the men gathered around ....

Morning is with us. A heavy mist overhangs us, but grad

ually melts away before the bright rays of the sun. Already
have our skirmishers and those of the enemy met in front. In
the words of the boys, "The ball has opened." The enemy have

opened batteries from several points, and the shots whistle lively
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over us.— Capt. Benjamin's battery, posted on yon hill, which
overlooks the whole space between our advance bodies and the

wooded hills where the enemy lay, is belching forth a severe
fire. It was perhaps ten o'clock, when the terrible battle began
to develop in earnest. We are still lying in the deep ravine,
each man in his place, ready to spring up at the word of com

mand.— As we look dowri' the line, we wonder how many will
be with us at the rising of tomorrow's sun! Some must fall in

the fearful contest in which we are about to engage. "Who will
it be?" is the question that rises on our lips. But time alone
can tell. There is considerable bustle in the first brigade, who
are now advancing upon the enemy. Ere they disappear from

sight, the sound of the bugle calls us up, and we, too, advance.
Filing up the hill, we descend into another ravine, cross the
skirts of the woods, and move along the banks of the hill and
halt. Our stay is short, for there comes the order to move on.
Up the hill we ascend, pass the battery of Capt. Benjamin, and
move down through the narrow strip of woods and form line

of battle in the com field. Here we again halt, the enemy hurl
ing at us shells and solid shots, which whistle fiercely over our
heads, and raise great clouds of dust as they strike the ground
in the fields beyond. "Forward," says the Colonel, and through

the field, in line of battle, we march until we reach the fence by
the roadside.

Again we halt.

Now comes the order to each

company to unsling knapsacks and pile them on a heap, and
place a guard over them. In a moment this is done, each man
re-grasping his piece knowing full well that ere many minutes
he would be in the midst of the terrible struggle going on.
This is a fearful moment. The First Brigade has just been
repulsed in the attempt to carry the bridge. The road is strewn
with their dead and wounded, and the living have fallen back.
The Second Brigade must now do what the 1st failed to ac

complish. The task is a desperate one. The enemy fight bravely
and the repulse of our troops has only inspired them with re
newed confidence, and they will fight all the harder. But we
cannot calculate the chances. The Bridge must be carried. It
is essential for the safety of the army and what are lives of men
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in comparison to the safety of the Republic. The Fifty-First
is to head the charge, and now to the music of the terrible can
nonading and musketry fire, the Regiment moves forward.

There, by the roadside, stand Gen. Sturgis, and Gen. Ferrero.
Says Gen, Sturgis as we pass, "If you take that bridge, you will
accomplish one of the greatest feats of the war, and your name
will be recorded in History." "We will do it," is the respond
ing cry of the soldiers. Quickly we move along, pass over the

road, and through the columns of the troops just repulsed. We
are just now movingimder the musketry fire of the enemy. Sev
eral have already fallen. But we stop not. Up the steep hill we
go, and wheel into closecolumnof companies we descend. There,
in the deep ravine, in full view, is the bridge. The hill on the

opposite side boldly confronts us, covered with the armed legions
of the rebels. We move onward at a double quick, in the face of
a murderous fire. The hill is bare In all directions, and the

enemy, from their concealed position are strewing the hill-side
with our dead and wounded.

The bridge is reached and here

there is a pause. The men can no longer resist the temptation,
and now they open fire upon the enemy. For nearly an hour
an uninterrupted fire of musketry prevailed; but still they main
tained their ground, and were inflicting more injury upon us

than we did upon them. The moment is critical! Our falling
comrades admonish us. Holding his hat high above him, and

waving it with his sword. Col. Hartranft orders the charge.
The color bearers with their standards rush to the front, and
in the face of that leaden rain of balls they push across the

bridge, followed by their fellow comrades, striking terror into
the rebel ranks, who, panic-stricken, seek safety in flight. Under
the brow of the hill, our little band forms and awaits the fur
ther orders of our Generals . . .

Beyond the bridge, in the deep ravine lay our dead and
wounded. We visited them, and remained with them a short time.

Calmly and heroically they bore themselves. Hardly a murmur
escaped their lips. They lie here awaiting ambulances. Many
of the wounded have already been moved to the rear, and each

anxiously awaited his turn. This spot is far from being pleas-
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ant, for every once and awhile the shots came tearing through.
•A soldier has just now been wounded while digging a grave,
and others in the road have been struck. Our time being limited
we left them here in the hands of good medical attendants, who
before dark had them conveyed to a place of comfort and se
curity.

This gallant young officer [Lt. Gilbert Beaver] fell at the
bridge. He was struck in the face, and with a single burst of
oh! he fell over dead. Young in years, yet old in experience.
He participated in every battle the regiment had been engaged,

and since we left Newport News had commanded Company H.
He was always cheerful, a smile continually lighting up his fair
countenance.— He died as a soldier would wi^ to die, with
his face to the foe, in the thickest of tiie fray.
As we stood by the side of our friend, Lieut. [Davis] Hunsicker, as he lay in the deep ravine, with his shattered leg, and
looked upon his complacent countenance, we little thought that
death was so night. He had been struck as we descended the
hill in the charge upon the bridge. There he lay as calmly as if
he had laid himself down to sleep. How well we remembered
him as he joined us in the morning. He had been sick—indeed
had not recovered—and this morning left the ambulance to go

with his company.— We were in line of battle at the time, but
reclining on the ground, waiting the order to move, when he
appeared among us. Seating himself in our midst, he joined
the conversation. During our conversation, he said, "I actually
believe the war "will be over before next week." Yes, so far as it
related to him it was "over before next week." In less than two

hours from the time he made the declaration, he lay bleeding on
the hill-side, and ere the sun of another Sabbath had disappear
ed, his remains were interred in the churchyard at Hagerstown.
We miss him much. He was a rich companion with fine con
versational powers. But we shall see him no more. How like

a dream! But yesterday, as it were, in the hope of lengthened

days, to-day sleeping his last sleep in the churchyard at Hagers
town. Mysterious, indeed, are the workings of Providence

. Descending to the road we again fill our boxes with cart-
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ridges and once more move to the front. Darkness has settled
over us. Silence pervades all around us. Sad reflections of the
day arise. Many of our brave comrades fell in these fierce
struggles. Many escaped the fearful slaughter in the morning
only to perish in the last. We wonder only that so many es
caped the terrible fire of artillery on the heights. Never be
fore had the regiment been exposed to so fearful a fire, and never
will we forget it. The night was dreary. To the watcher it
was a long night, while those who were free, reposed as sweetly
as if at home.

Hardly had day appeared before heavy bodies of the enemys

skirmidiers appeared in front. They did not remain exposed,
as the unerring rifle of our skirmishers caused them to beat a
hasty retreat. All this day we lay behind the hill, expecting
every moment a general engagement would be brought on by
the skirmishers. Night appeared at last, and with it came re
lief. Fresh troops arrived, who took our places. We again des
cended the hill, recrossed the bridge, and a short distance beyond
bivouacked for the night.

Here we must stop. We can write no more. We are under
marching orders. In the history of these marches and battles
shall interest the reader our reward will be sufficient. We only

regret we were so much hurried in our description of the battle
of Antietam, for its importance demanded more time than we
were able to bestow upon it.
Yours, in haste,
E. S. [Edwin Schall]

Edwin Schall to Editor, National Defend^, published
December 2, 1862

Upperville, Va.
Nov. 4th 1862

We are once more upon the soil of the "Old Dominion."
After a rest of some four weeks at Pleasant Valley, we received
orders to march on Monday noon, October 27th. As our surplus
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baggage had previously been sent to Sandy Hook, it took but
a short time for the men to get ready. At two o*cIock the
column moved forward. The afternoon was quite cold, and over
coats proved very comfortable.

The broad Potomac was soon

reached and along its bank we moved as far as Berlin, passing
through the towns of Warrenton and Knoxville.

At Berlin we

crossed the river on a pontoon bridge, and again tread the soil
of Virginia. We mardied as far as Lovettsville, where we

bivouacked for the night, and the next day and the following
night.

On Wednesday afternoon, at three o'clock we again resumed
the march. As we passed through Lovettsville, Gen. Bumside
made his appearance on the porch of the hotel, and was greeted
VTith dieers by the soldiers. We did not go far this day, bivou

acked for the night some three miles beyond Lovettsville. Early
in the morning the march was resumed, and we moved as far
as Wheatland mill, where we went into camp. We remained
here until Sunday morning. In the meantime, Pleasanton's
cavalry force has been skirmishing with the enemy and we ad
vanced as he drove them before him, acting as a support in case

too large a force should fall upon him. On Saturday we had
heard a good deal of cannonading, and we presumed it was this

which caused us to move on Sunday. We marched this day
some fifteen miles, and it was dark when we filed into the field

to bivouack for the night. The day was unusually fine as in
deed had been the several proceeding days.
The following afternoon at three o'clock we again moved

forward, marching some six miles, a short distance beyond
Bloomfield, where we bivouacked for the night.

On the follow

ing morning we left at 9 o'clock, and reached this place at 12
o'clock.

This village was the scene of a lively skirmish between Pleas

anton's cavalry and the enemy yesterday. Some of our cavalry
charged upon a battery and captured three pieces, but not receiv

ing additional support in time, the enemy succeeded in recovering
them. This afternoon the cavalry again moved forward, and
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toward evening we heard heavy cannonading, the enemy no
doubt again disputing their advance.
There are no Union men around here, indeed there are but
few men at all to be seen. Nearly all have joined the army, leav
ing scarcely enough to till the soil. The women do not hesitate
to give expression to their secession feelings. They are intensely
bitter in their denounciation of the Union. Many of the farmers
will take no other money than confederate notes, and the result
is that the country is overflowed with counterfeit notes.

The large number of Ixoops encamped around the village
presents quite a lively appearance. As far as the ^e can see
the little shelter tents appear to view.

Truly the whole army

is in motion....

E. S. [Edwin Schall]

Private

to Editor, National Defender, published
December 16, 1862

Near Fredricksburg, Va.
November 22d, 1862
MR. EDITOR:

It is now nearly 5 months since our Brigade was paid off

last, about two months longer than any time we had to wait
yet, and it is becoming a matter of earnest inquiry among the
soldiers as to the reason of tiiis delay.— According to contract,

payment was to be made bi-monthly, but making all due allow
ance for delay in tiie regular payment, unavoidable on account
of a general forward movement of the army, during an impor
tant engagement; we heard but little complaining, as long as
we were on the march, until we lay in camp in Pleasant Valley,

Md., after the battle of Antietam. The soldiers, tired and sick,
perhaps in many cases from the very cause of subsisting too long
upon the same kind of food without a change, their spending
money ran out, in many cases perhaps, lost upon the march.
They had not enough to purchase a remedy for their aching
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pains, or procure a choice fruit or article of food for which their

craving appetites so long deprived ardently longed.
We learned in our school-boy days that man was constitu
tionally designed to subsist upon a variety of animal and vege

table foods, which is indispensible to preserve a healthy and
vigorous condition of the system. This we find practically
illustrated by experiencing an avertion towards a certain article
of food, when using it too long, without a change, and the crav

ing for another of which it had for a long time been deprived.
Whilst laying in camp recruiting his tired and worn out body,
it would have been gratifying to the soldier to have received

his pay, to get from the sutler or farmers some choice vege
table, which they are willing to share even to the last morsel.
But the most important complaints were not confined to the
camp. They came from the homes of those who had families to
support. It is well known that a large portion of the army con

sists of married men, whose families depend upon the regular
income of their monthly wages, especially at this season of the
year, when they are compelled to lay in provisions against the

rigors of a long Winter. These are matters of serious inquiry.
We are not disposed to find fault, nor do we think it would
amount to much coming from one of our position, but we are
not so entirely subject that we should be kept in the dark about
every thing, even that which concerns our own interests that is

going on in the Army, therefore, if we are willing to suffer the
disappointment, we should at least know the reason why.
If there is still so much interest and loyalty among our
wealthy citizens, as to offer such large bounties and liberal in

ducements to new recruits to enlist and swell the army, we know
not why the old Regimants, who served so faithfully through
the thickest of the war, should be deprived of their regular
wages from the public Treasury. It seems there must be a

wrong some where, and if our complaining cannot right it, we
hope it may tend to prevent the same occurrence in the future.

The only effect such disappointments can have upon the

soldier, is to defeat an important object of his regular pay,
and make him more wretched, because he always makes his cal-
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culations on receiving his money, to how much he will want to
spend, and how much he can send home. But should he meet
with many disappointments, he would rather spend his money
wantonly than be without spending money for so long a time.

We do not wish to complain of our rations. They are no
doubt of the best kind that could be used for army subsistence,
and distributed in such a manner, in regard to quantity and

change, that wouldindicate good judgment and skillful manage
ment in the men appointed for that purpose. But they are not
sufficient for an entire subsistence, unless one has a stomach as

strong as a horse. Those who wish can procure vegetables and
other eatables, providing they have a little change, otherwise
there is a temptation to take it at all events.

Some of the soldiers have friends kind enough to send them

occasionally boxes of vegetablesand articles of clothing, &c., but
there has been so much irregularity in the delivery of the boxes,

that many have either never received their packages, or not till

they were damaged by delay. Such presents are received with
great pleasure by the soldiers, and why there should be so much
uncertainty in their delivery, is also a matter of earnest inquiry
among the men, causing great dissatisfaction, as there must be
a want of proper management somewhere. We understand,
however, there has been an arrangement made lately by the
Adams Express Company, to follow up the armies and deliver
the packages at any point. If it be so, it will be a remedy for
the future, and kind friends at home can send their presents,
with the satisfaction that they will certainly be delivered. Yet,
notwithstanding all these disappointments, and matters of com

plaint, the soldiers seemed to be resigned to their fate, bearing
so nobly under all difficulties, with little complaining. In this
respect the condition of the Army has never been better.
PRIVATE

[William Griffith arrived home December 11 bringing over
$12,000 for families of soldiers of the 51st Regt. He was on sick
leave. Pay was received around the first of December.—Ed."]
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Wm. H. Holstein to Col. William Sdiall
Upper Merion
December 15, 1862

Dear Sir,
Please accept this memento of "Antietam Bridge." The box
is made of Wood forming part of the Structure, which is Solid
Masonry, the only wood being the Covering of the Walls. It
spans the Antietam by two arches, is about 150 feet in length
and only 10 ft. Wide.

The Bridge in possession of the Rebels, was taken after a
Severe Contest, by the 51st Penna, 51 N.Y., assisted by the —
Mass. Reg.
The enemy was so posted as to rake the Bridge, from the
precipitous banks in front, right and left, with rifle pits for
picked Men, and with Sharp Shooters perched on the high trees
close by.
The wonder is, how any of our brave Men escaped; Four
of your sons were among the numbers who performed this dar
ing feat for that reason I thought you would prize the relic.

The Spot has become historic by the Memorable 17th Sept
1862, and the place has already been visited by thousands who
have almost despoiled the Structure of its Wood.
Very Truly Yours,
Wm. H. Holstein

Neighborhood News and Notices
Compiled by CHARLES R. BARKER

(Selections from the Philadelphia Public Ledger 1837-1853)
Charles R. Barker died February 18, 1961, completing a full and

productive life. Included in the numerous workbooks and writings of ihe
late Mr. Barker, which were added to the Collections of the Historical
Society of Montgomery County at his request, are five notebooks of
extracts from the Public Ledger, compiled between 1930 and 1934. Done

in the fine regular handwriting of Mr. Barker, they are a tribute to the
man bimsplf and to his standards of research craftsmanship. In recog
nition of our former Chairman of the Publication Committee, we have

chosen at random from the 828 pages of notes, items which may be of
interest to our readers. This amounts to only a hint of the wealth of
material to be found here. Such items are welcomed by the Historical

Society, where they are held available for further research.

Church Robbery •— We are informed that the Whltemarsh
church was entered through a window, by means of boaring, on
Monday night, the 6th inst. and robbed of the pulpit and altar

plush; and that several other robberies were committed in the
same neighborhood, on the same night. There is doubtless a gang
of these depredators, which it would be well for the inhabitants
of the above place, to guard against.
[Feb. 17,1837]

Sacrilege — The Baptist Church of Lower Merion, about 12
miles from this city, was entered by boring the window shutters,

between Tuesday and Sunday of last week, and robbed of the
Bible, which cost about $24; a piece of Venetian carpeting from

the pulpit stairs; a handsome table cover, and some other articles
of small value. The villains were most probably alarmed, as they

left one of the pulpit lamps in the window, and other appearances
indicated a hasty retreat.
[Aug. 1, 1837]

Robbery. — On the night of the 9th inst. the shop of Geo.
Hagy, Watchmaker, at the Trap, in Upper Providence township,
239
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was entered by some villain, or villains, and property, consisting
of watches, jewellery &c. stolen iherefrom, to the value of about
$1000. A reward of $50 is offered for the apprehension of the
thief and recovery of the property.
On Monday night of last week, as the stage was proceeding
on Ihe road to Harrisburg, and when just above the Trappe, the
boot was cut and robbed of a trunk, belonging to the lady of Mr.
John D. White, from Philadelphia. The trunk was found broken
open and pillaged on the following day, near the place of the
robbery.
[Aug. 18, 1837]
Drowned. — Charles Fougart, a Frenchman by birth, aged
about 25 years, was drowned on Monday evening last, while
bathing in a creek in Pottstown.
[Sept. 26,1837]
Died. — On the 16th inst., Mr. James Bean, in the 80th
[?] year of his age. He served as a Lieutenant during the Revo
lutionary War, in the Montgomery County Cavalry. [To be in
terred in Evansburg.]
[Oct. 17, 1837]
Another Factory Burnt. — We are informed that the building
belonging to Mr. Ewen of Philadelphia, located in Cheltenham
township, and occupied as a cotton factory by Mr. Joseph M'Carter, was destroyed by fire on the morning of the 28th ult. The
flames, which were distinctly visible from this place, and created
an alarm, were discovered between 4 and 5 o'clock, but before
anything could be done to save the property, the building, with
all t]ie machinery and stock, were entirely consumed; loss esti
mated at $7000. There was no insurance on the building; while
the stock and machinery were only partially insured. The fire, it is
supposed, originated from one of the pickers, which had caught
the previous afternoon, but was believed to be entirely ex
tinguished ; and in order to be sure of it, a person remained in
the factory until 12 o'clock.
[Feb. 9,1838]
Died. — On the 10th inst., Elizabeth Holstein, Tvife of Geo. W.

Holstein, Esq., of Montgomery county.

[Feb. 14,1839]

Died. — On the 19th inst., at his country residence. Mill
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Grove Farm, near Norristown, in the 49th year of his age, Col.
Samuel P. Wetherill, of this city.
[Feb. 22,1839]
Fire at Norristown. — On Thursday morning last, a fire
occurred at Norristown, in the large Cotton mill of Mr. B.
McCready. The fire originated in the picker house, to which it
was entirely confined, and the damage was not extensive.
[Apr. 19, 1839]
Died. — On the 19th ult., at the residence of his son, Dr. P.
Wack, in the village of the Trap, Montgomery co.. Rev. Casper
Wack, of the German Reformed Churdi, in the 87th year of his
age.
[Aug. 2, 1839]
Columbia Railroad. — The locomotives commenced running

on the 6th inst., on the road constructed for the purpose of avoid
ing the Inclined Plane at the western termination.
[Dec. 10,1839]

Reward Offered. — The citizens of Plymouth, Whitemm*sh
and Whltpain townships, Montgomery co., offer a reward of
?300 for the apprdiension of the person who set fire to the bam
of Charles Smith, on the night of the 4th instant. [Dec. 12,1839]

A Powder Mill Explosion. — The powder mill of Mr. Moyer,
near Sumneytown, Montgomery county, was blown up on Fri
day week, causing the death of Mr. Abraham Wambold, one
of the workmen. After the explosion, the deceased walked home,
about half a mile distant. Scarcely a particle of clothing was
left on his body.
[Dec. 12, 1839]
Teacher Wanted. — A Teacher competent to instruct in the
ordinary branches of an English Education, is wanted to take
charge of one of the Common Schools in the District of Lower
Merion, Montgomery County. Unexceptional recommendations,
as to character and ability, will be required. Application to be
made to the Directors, who will meet at Ihe School house, at
Union Square, at 2 o'clock P.M., on Monday, tiie 13th day of
April. By order of the Board. Wm. Amies, Secry. [Apr. 2,1840]

That Pay. — Messrs. Benner, Snyder and Jones, the mem-
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bers of the [Pa.] House of Representatives, last session, from
Montgomery county, have returned the Seventy-two dollars re
ceived by them for daily pay during the recess of the legislature.
[Sept. 19,1840]

The Bridge over the Schuylkill, at Matson's Fort [sic] Conshohocken, is now ready for travellers, being passable several
days since.
[Oct. 9,1840]
Fire. — On Tuesday afternoon, about four o'clock, the frame

tavern house occupied by Mr. William Lauman, and owned by
Mr. Jonas Brooks, at Morgan's Comer on the Columbia Rail

road, about 14 miles from this city, was entirely destroyed by
fire. The fire was communicated to the roof, by a spark from a
locomotive attached to the fast line of cars from Harrisburg.
The goods and furniture of Mr. Lauman were all saved, but the
house was entirely consumed.
[Nov. 19, 1840]
Horse Thieves About. — The stable of Cornelius Rhodes, of
Norriton Township, Montgomery County, was broken into on
Tuesday night, and a very valuable horse stolen therefrom.
[Dec. 31, 1840]
Died. — At Pottstown, Montgomery county, 2d inst., Mr.
Wm. Mintzer, in the 56th year of his age — for many years a
merchant of that place.
[June 9,1841]
A Serious Accident occurred on the Gulf Hill, Montgomery
County, on Saturday last. The son of Nathan Hollowell, of
Upper Merion, a promising lad of about eighteen years of age,
whilst gunning and using his gun as a walking cane, with the
end of the barrel in his hand, a twig caught in the trigger and the
contents entered his hand, shattering tiie arm. It was amputated
two inches below the elbow, on Saturday night by Drs. W. F. and
H. Carson [Corson], of Norristown.
[Nov. 12,1841]
An Accident and a Warning. — A lad named William Hare

was seriously wounded by an accidental explosion of his gun,
while hunting in Lower Merion Township, opposite Manayunk,
yesterday (Sunday) week. He had treed a squirrel, and had
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rested his gun against the tree for the purpose of driving the
animal from its hiding-place, when the gun slipped and while
he attempted to catch it exploded. The charge passed through his
right hand and entered his nedc on the right side, inflicting a
serious if not a fatal wound. The wadding and some of the shot

lodged in his mouth, and were taken out by the boy himself im
mediately after the accident. He is now under medical treatment,
but his recovery is considered doubtful. The accident occurred
on the premises of Mr. Sheets.
[Dec. 20, 1841]
Railroad Accident. — On Saturday afternoon, the West

Chester car, with horse power, came in collision with the Harrisburg train, preceded by a heavy locomotive on the Columbia
railroad, about two miles above the inclined plane, by which it
was thrown off the track, and almost entirely demolished. Nine
or ten of the passengers were seriously hurt — one or two
had their arms broken — and one lady was severely burned by

the fire in the stove, which was turned over on her. The passen

gers in the other train were uninjured, and no material damage
was done to the locomotive.

[Dec. 27,1841]

Married. — On the 24th inst., by J. M. Cannon, Esq., Mayor,
Mr. Jonathan Wilson to Miss Eliza Jenkins, both of Abington

township, Montgomery county.

[Mar. 25, 1842]

Eye Out. — William Beatty was taken to the Hospital on
Wednesday evening, with his left eye seriously wounded by a

piece of stone, while quarrying near Norristown. [Apr. 29,1842]
Bam and Crops Destroyed. — During the storm on Sunday
evening, the barn of John Marshall, near Montgomery Square,
in Montgomery county, was struck with lightning, and, with a

quantity of hay and grain, entirely destroyed.

[July 26,1842]

Another Outrage — More Incendiarism. — On Tuesday

night, between 11 and 12 o'clock, the Reading Railroad Bridge,
which crosses Mill Creek, about two miles above Manyunk, to

gether with a bridge belonging to the county of Montgomery,
immediately adjoining it, were destroyed by fire, the work of an
incendiary. The county bridge was covered, and more combus-

244

bulletin of historical society of Montgomery county

tible than the other, and here the incendiary commenced his
work; the fact of its not being watched afforded him a good
opi)ortunity to consummate his villainous design, and make good
his escape. From this bridge, the flames spread, and soon com
municated to the Railroad Bridge, and both were in a short time

destroyed.

[Sept. 29, 1842]

Married. — On the 2d instant, by the Rev. John L. Grant,
Mr. George H. Wentz to Miss Sarah Ann Wentz, both of Whitemarsh, Montgomery county. Pa.
[Mar. 4,1843]
Married. — Onthe 8th inst., at St. James' Parsonage, Evansburg, Pa., by the Rev. Geo. Mintzer, Mr. Adam Mintzer to Mrs.

Juliana Baker, both Philadelphia.
[Mar. 20, 1843]
Died. — On the 12th inst., Captain William Holgate, of
Lower Merion Township, Montgomery county, in the 82d year
of his age — an old Revolutionary Soldier under General Wash
ington, in the battles of Gennantown, Princeton and others.
[May 25, 1843]

Robbery. — The flour mill of Hallowell and Gillingham, in
Cheltenham Township, Montgomery county, was broken into
on Wednesday night, and robbed of three barrels of flour, and
several bags of feed. A fine horse and wagon was also taken
from the premises. The horse and vehicle has since been found

near Germantown.

[June 9, 1843]

Married. — On the 14th inst., by the Rev. J. F. Berg, John
Schaeffer to Ann Irvin, all of Whitemarsh.
[Sept. 15, 1843]
Died. — On the 27th inst., Isaac McGary, in the 29th year of
^ age.
[Sept. 28,1843]
Married. — On the 26th of August, by the Rev. D. F. Ewell,
m, Isaac Megary [McGary], of Philadelphia, to Miss IsabeUa

Lindsay, of Norristown. This young lady is now a weeping
widow.
[Sept. 30, 1843]
Robbery. — During Wednesday night, the tailor shop of
Abraham T. Lukens, in Moreland Township, a few miles above

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS AND NOTICES

245

the Fox Chase, was entered, by prying open a window shutter,
and robbed of coats, cloaks, caps, &c.
[Nov. 24,1843]
NEW LINE OF GARS, IN OPPOSITION TO ALL
MONOPOLIES I THE PHOENIX LINE. Leaves the WEST

ERN HOTEL, No. 288 MARKET Street, EVERY MORNING,
at 8 o'clock A.M. (except the Sabbath) for DOWNINGTOWN,
LANCASTER, COLUMBIA, YORK and HARRISBURG, and
on its return to Philadelphia, leaves HERR'S Washington

Hotel, COLUMBIA, at 9, and Lancaster at halt past 9 o'clock,
A.M.

The public are very respectfully requested to patronize the
above Line, as the Cars are all new and of a very superior qu^ity, both for safety and comfort. They have the new and im

proved patent wheel, very heavy hammered axles, and Kite's
patent safety beam. The bottoms of all the Cars are lined with
heavy boiler iron, so that in case of a break or loose rail on the
road, it will be impossible for anything to penetrate or break
through the bottom of the cars. The Fare on this Line shall be as
low, on all occasions, as any other on the road; the accomodations
of the first order, and Agents careful and accomodating, that

will spare no pains to serve and please the public.
In order that the friends of this Line may not be mistaken

or deceived by the Agents of others, we have thought proper to
give the color of the cars, which is TRUE BLUE, striped red
and gold. D. MILLER, T. COLLINS & CO., Proprietors. Travel
ling Agents: Capt. WM. C. HAMBRIGHT, Capt. EDW. A.
LOWE.

[Feb. 6,1844]

Fatal Accident. — On Monday evening, about 8 o'clock, John

Plate, the watchman of the calico works, at Conshohocken, of
Messrs. Moore & White, was caught by the shaft of the machin
ery in that establishment, and so severely injured as to cause
his death at 12 o'clock the same night. The deceased was a

strictly temperate man, and has left a wife and two children to
mourn their loss.

[Feb. 28, 1844]

DWELLING DESTROYED. — The dwelling house of Mr.
Samuel Rossiter, in Whitpain township, Montgomery county.

246

BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

was destroyed by fire, with nearly all its contents, on Thursday
last. Thefamily was absentat the time.
[May 16,1844]
POWDER MILL EXPLODED. •— The stamping milT at
tached to the powder manufactory of Isaac S. Stetler, at Sumneytown, Montgomery county. Pa., exploded on Wednesday,
and a German named Speight, was killed.
[May 27,1844]
Burglary. •— On the night of the 26th June last, the house

of the Rev. George Mintzer, Evansburg, Montgomery county.
Pa., was burglariously entered, and robbed of spectacles, silver
pencil case, thimbles, &c. The lower part of the house was com
pletely ransacked, matdies strewed about the floor and things
turned upside down. It is supposed they entered the house while

the family was at tea, and secreted themselves until they had
retired and then commenced operations. The house was secure

as usual, and no lock being broken, it is presumed they entered

in this way.
[July 4,1844]
Died. — At Norristown, on 6th day (Friday), the 5th in
stant, JOSEPH THOMAS, President of the Bank of Montgom
ery County.
[July 6, 1844]
Frightful Affair. — We learn that yesterday morning, as a
locomotive, with a train of empty burden cars, was proceeding
on the Reading Railroad, the whole train, numbering thirty-five
cars, with the tender of the locomotive, was precipitated into
Mill Creek, with the bridge across that stream. The engineer,

in passing over, experienced some symptoms of a giving way,
and upon reaching the extremity of the bridge, applied more
steam to the engine, and jumped off at the instant the bridge fell,
and the whole train with it. The locomotive, at full speed, passed
up the road a short distance above Norristown, without any
injury.
[July 20, 1844]
Presidential Election, 1844. Montgomery County. The town

ship of Lower Merion, which at the October election, gave a
majority of two for Markle, has now given 37 for Polk and

Dallas. The whole number of votes polled in the township is 594.
[Nov. 2, 1844]
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Important Arrest. — The notorious Dick Manly, against
whom many charges are pending, was, on Saturday last, ar
rested in Whitemarsh, Montgomery County. He has since been

brought to the city, and has been lodged in Moyamensing prison.
[Jan. 8, 1845]

Died. — On Thursday, the 23d inst., in Hatfield Township,
Montgomery county. Miss REBECCA FRICK, in the 45th year
of her age, late of Philadelphia.
[Jan. 28,1845]
Married. — At the Trappe, on the 21st ult., by the Rev. A.
S. Young, the Rev. DANIEL TRITES, of Evansburg, Mont
gomery CO., to Mrs. SUSAN KELLER, youngest daughter of
Joseph Abbott, of Phila.
[Feb. 24, 1845]
Burglary and Robbery at Norristown. — On Thursday night,
the Sunday school room of St. John's church was entered and
the missionary box robbed of its contents, a few cents only. On
Friday night, the office of John R. Breitenbach, Esq., was
entered, and an attempt made to enter the offices of the Re
corder of Deeds and the Register of Wills: the Court House was
also entered, and the desks of the Judge, Protiionotary and Clerk
broken open, and also, the office of Mr. Rich was attempted to
be broken into.
[Feb. 27, 1845]
NEW LINE OF GARS, FARE REDUCED. — FOR LAN
CASTER AND COLUMBIA. — GEORGE WASHINGTON
LINE of Straw-colored CARS will leave the office of the GOOD

INTENT MAIL LINE, Northeast corner of EIGHTH and
MARKET, Daily, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Fare to Lancaster, $1, and
three cents per mile for the intermediate points. For seats or
passage, apply at the only Mail Office going West, and for the
convenience of the travelling public the George Washington Line

of Cars will start from the Exchange every morning at a quarter
past 9 o'clock, taking up passengers at the intermediate points
along Third and Market streets to Eighth street; and if re
quested, and information left at the office, an Omnibus will be
sent to any part of the city to convey passengers and their bag
gage to the office.
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Returning, the above Line of Cars will leave LANCE'S at

4 o'clock, P.M., Daily, and arrive in Philadelphia between 8 and
9 o'clock. The proprietors have engaged the services of Captain
W. A. HAMBRIGHT and A. E. LOUD, as their Traveling
Agents, who are always obliging and attentive. N. C. SCHOLFIELD, J. HERTZLER, Proprietors.
[June 11,1845]
Killed by Lightning. — During the thunder storm of Tues

day last, the hotel of Samuel Colp, at Barren Hill, on the Ridge
Turnpike road, was struck by lightning, and his son, Wm. Colp,
a young married man, was killed while sitting in the bar-room.

He was leaning back against the wall — no other persons were
hurt; nor was the building injured, except that the top of the
chimney and the mantel in the bar-room were demolished.
[June 13,1845]
PIC NIC EXCURSION—The members of the NORTHERN

and PHILADELPHIA LYCEUMS are respectfully informed
that a number of gentlemen, of the former Institution, have
made arrangements for a repetition of their late highly interest
ing Excursion. They will start from the Depot, NINTH and
GREEN, on SATURDAY MORNING next, at 9 o'clock, and
proceed to Aromink, near Conshohocken. The members of the

above Institutions and their friends are hereby invited to join
the Excursion. Several Musicians are to accompany the party.
Gentlemen's tickets 50 cents.; Ladies 25.
[June 26, 1845]

Another Revolutionary Soldier Gone! — At his residence,
in Lower Merion Township, Montgomery co., Pa., on the 29th
ult., JACOB LATCH, Sr., in the 87th year of his age. The de

ceased served in Washington's army in this State and Jersey,
during the Revolutionary war.
[July 1,1845]

An Improvement. — Mr. Joel W. Andrews, of Norristown,
has taken out a patent for burning brick with stone coal. He
burned a kiln last week, containing 250,000, which are said to be

of a superior quality. By the use of coal as fuel, the expense is
much reduced, and the time required to burn diminished one

half.

'

[July 7, 1845]
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THIRTY DOLLARS REWARD. — RAN AWAY from the

subscriber, living in LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP, Mont
gomery County, on the evening of the 13th instant, an indentured
apprentice to the Shoemaking business, named SAMUEL TIBBEN, between 18 and 19 years of age. Had on when he went
away a black fur hat, black cloth coat, dark striped summer pants.
He also took away with hiTn a white roundabout and black cloth
pantaloons. About five feet, seven indies in height, dark complection, large crooked nose, speaks very slow, and appears re
markable quiet. Twenty dollars and all reasonable charges will be
paid if the above apprentice is lodged in any jail or returned to
the subscriber, or notice given so that the subscriber can obtain
him.

Also, on the same evening, an indentured apprentice named
FERDINAND LEWIS FISHER, between 18 and 19 years of

age, about five feet eight inches in height, very dark complection.
Had on when he went away a dark tweed frock coat, summer

striped pants, black fur hat, a pair of footed boots with a patch
on the inside seam, pegged pump soles; he has a downcast look,
and very impudent and conceited. He also took with him a fine
blue satinett roundabout and blade satinett pants. The above

apprentices have both stolen their indentures, and taken them
with them to deceive the public.

I forbid all persons harboring or trusting said boys on my
account, as I will pay no debts of their contracting. Ten dollars
will be paid for the said Fisher, if he is lodged in any jail, or
notice given so that the subscriber can get him.
HENRY W. SIBLEY

[July 16, 1845]

DEATH BY LIGHTNING. — Mr. Wm. Williard, of Moore-

land Township, Montgomery County, was killed by lightning
in a thunder shower, last week. It appears he had been working
in his corn-field, and was standing near an apple tree, about to go
home, having a hoe on his shoulder, when the electric fluid
struck hiTn on the head.

[July 24, 1845]

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS REWARD — STOLEN from
the field of the subscriber in Lower Merion Township, Mont-

250

bulletin of historical society of MONTGOMERY COUNTY

gomery County, Pa., on the night of the 31st August, a brown
SORREL MARE, about four years old, marked with a star on

the forehead (the only white she has on her body or limbs,) a
barred shoe on her near fore foot, cracked hoof, and 14^ hands
high. A reward of Ten Dollars will be paid by the owner for her
recovery; and the Lower Merion and Haverford Society for the

Detection and Prosecution of Horse Thieves, and the Recovery
of Stolen Horses, will pay a reward of Twenty Dollars for her
recovery, and Fifty Dollars for the conviction of the Thief,

DR. JAMES JENKINS, President of the Society
DAVID LYONS.
[Sept. 3, 1845]

Died. — On the 4th inst., JOHN RICHIE, aged 56 years,
late of Bridgeport, Montgomery co.
[Sept. 6, 1845]
Accidental Drowning. — Mr. Ritchie, a storekeeper of Norristown, Pa., was accidentally drowned in the Delaware, near
Bristol, on Thursday, by the upsetting of a sail-boat. The acci
dent occurred in the Northwest Reach, about four miles above
Bristol. His body was recovered shortly after the accident, and
brought to this city in the steamboat New Philadelphia the same
evening, on its way to Norristown.
[Sept. 6, 1845]
A Camp Meeting of Coloured People is to be held in Bean's
Wood's near Hatborough, Moreland Township. [Sept. 6,1845]
Fatal Railroad Accident. — The passenger cars which left
this city yesterday morning, for Pottsville, met with a serious
accident at nine o'clock, when at or near Conshohocken, which

proved fatal to one person and severely injured another. It ap
pears that the "switch" of the "turnout" at that place had been
left in such a manner as to turn cars from the main road to and

upon a side road. The engineer could not and did not perceive
this, and as the train came up with speed, it was whirled sud
denly upon the "turnout," and came in contact with a coal car

standing upon the latter. The crush was violent, and a man by the
name of Sharpe, who was in the employ of the company, and
was going from this city to Pottsville, was instantly killed. An
other man was also severely, but not dangerously injured. Both
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the men, at tiie time of the accident, were standing on the plat
form of one of the cars, contrary to the rules and orders of the

company. Some of the passenger cars were damaged, but none of
the persons inside were injured. This accident should serve to
caution passengers against standing on the platiorm of a car
while in motion.
[Sept. 20,1845]
Died. — At the residence of her father, near Plymouth,

Montgomery county, on Wednesday morning, 22d inst., ELIZA
BETH GREENLEAP HEYSHAM, daughter of Robert Hey-

sham, in the 16th year of her age.

[Oct. 23, 1845]

Died. — On Monday evening last, after a short illness, Mr.

FRANCIS ROYER, .of Trappe, Montgomery county. Funeral
from his father's residence.

[Dec. 31, 1845]

Magnetic Telegraph. — The experiments on this wonderful
instrument were continued yesterday, transmitting intelligence

between this city and Norristown, with a velocity infinitely
much more rapid than thought itself. It ceased operation about
9 o'clock in the evening, at which time a splendid supper was

being discussed bythe Odd Fellows of Norristown, at the Norris
town hotel, kept by Mrs. Twining. There was no further news
worthy of communicating. To-day or to-morrow the experiments
are expected to cease temporarily, in order to remove the instru
ment now at Norristown, to the next station, Doylestown, when

it will again be put in operation for a short time. [Jan. 6,1846]
The Governor has appointed Adam Slemmer and Samuel E.

Leech, of Montgomery county, and Thomas J. Heston, of the
county of Philadelphia, Commissioners to inspect the Kensington
and Oxford turnpike road, out Second street, which has been

completed from Kensington to the Fox Chase, a distance of 7^
miles.

[Jan. 12, 1846]

Married. — On the 5th inst., at the residence of the Rev.

S. J. Creswell, 221 Arch st., by the Rev. Thos. Winters, of Roxborough, Mr. TYSON MITCHNER to Miss ANN KELSEY,
both of Hatborough.
[Feb. 7,1846]
Married. — On the 26th inst., by Alderman John Laws,
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JOHN F. TYSON, of Horsham Township, to SARAH KIMBEL
of Mooreland Township.
[Mar. 28,1846]
Railroad Accident and Loss of Life. •— About two o'clock

yesterday morning", a coal train upon the Reading railroad, a
short distance above Pottstown, came in contact with another
train left standing upon the same track. The concussion was so

great that five cars were thrown off the track, and we regret to
add that Mr. J. Hill, recently from Massachusetts, the engineer
of the train, was instantly killed. George B. Sterling was also
thrown from one of the cars by the concussion, and had his leg
broken and otherwise bruised. The latter was brought to the

city yesterday and conveyed to the Hospital.
[Apr. 15, 1846]
Accident. — Hugh Fitzpatrick was taken to the Hospital
yesterday, in consequence of being severely hurt at Pottstown,
Pa., by three centres of arches falling upon him about 8 o'clock
yesterday morning.
[Apr. 15,1846]
Serious Accident. — On Saturday afternoon, Mr. Lemuel

Stivens, a young man residing at Norristown, while returning in
a wagon from a gunning excursion, was severely wounded by the
accidental discharge of his fowling piece. The lock caught in the
matting in the bottom of the vehicle and was discharged, the
contents entering his arm near the wrist, and passing out just
below the elbow, struck and slightly wounded his horse in the

head. Doctors Corson, Thomas and Johnson, of Norristown, and
Dr. H. S. Patterson, of this city, were consulted in reference to
the nature of the injury, who decided that amputation was neces
sary, which was accordingly effected.
[July 21,1846]
Camp Washington. — The encampment of volunteers under

the command of Gen. A. L. Roumfort, at Towamencin, Mont
gomery county, commenced yesterday, and is to continue until

the 14th inst., Friday next. Much preparation has been made for
it, and it will no doubt be a creditable, if not a large one. The

Germantown Blues started for the Camp on Monday afternoon,
under the command of Lieut. Larrentree, of the Jackson Artil
lery, Capt. Miles, of the Blues, being engaged upon the staff of
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the General, as his Aid. The Philadelphia Light Guard, Capt.
John Bennett, left the city for the same destination yesterday
afternoon.

[Aug. 12, 1846]

Fire in Montgomery County. — On Saturday night last, the
dwelling house occupied by Mr. Streeper, belonging to the estate
of Jonathan Connard, deceased, in Whitpain township, about 8^
miles from Norristown, was burned to the ground, the inmates
barely escaping with their lives. It is supposed to have been the
work of an incendiary.
[Oct. 14, 1846]
Married. — On Thursday evening, 15th inst., at Willow
Grove, Montgomery county, by the Rev. Jas. Flannery, ELIAS
0. DUKE, Esq., of Trenton, N. J., to Miss JULIA ANN, daugh
ter of Jos. Hobensack, Esq., of the former place. [Oct. 10,1846]
Married. — On the 22d ult., by the Rev. Thomas Winter, of

Roxborough, Mr. CHARLES LATCH, of Roxborough, to Miss
MARY TAGGART, of Lower Merion.
[Nov. 5,1846]
Terrible Explosion on a Railroad — Seven Men Killed. — A
most terrible accident occurred Thursday evening, on the Reading

Railroad, near Mill Creek, by which seven men were killed. The
-fatal catastrophe was caused by the explosion of the boiler of a
locomotive attached to a train of burden cars, on the way from

Richmond [Philadelphia] to the coal mines. It occurred about
8 o'clock, just as a part of the train had passed the railroad bridge
at Mill Creek, and is attributed to neglect on the part of the
engineer, in not keeping up a proper supply of water, and the
sudden introduction of the water into the boiler, when, as it is

supposed, the flues were intensely heated. The locomotive was a
large one and is a complete wreck, the explosion taking effect
upward and outward, and throwing portions of it to a great dis
tance. Two pieces were found some 200 yards distant, imbedded
in the earlh. . . . We have only been able to leam the names of
five of them, viz; Jacob Sullenberger, the engineer, who resided
at Richmond and has a family there; Benneville Berger, con
ductor, who has a family at Reading; Simon Fitzpatrick, fire
man, who lived at Richmond, John Miller, and a man named
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Coyle, brakemen, also belonging to Richmond. The name of the
third brakeman is not known. The seventh unfortunate was a

stranger, belonging to Germantown, who is supposed to have
got on the train to go up the road.
[Jan. 16, 1847]
Married. — In Norristown, on the 25th ult., by the Rev.
Chas. F, Divers, Mr. HENRY L. ROBERTS, of Norristown, to
Miss ANGELINE MONPEAK, of the same place.
[Feb. 3, 1847]

Married. — In Jeffersonville, on the 3d inst., by the Rev.

Chas. F. Diver, Mr. JOSEPH A. WACK, son of Dr. P. Wack,
of the Trappe, Montgomery county, to Miss SARAH LOUISA,
daughter of Mr. John MULFORD, Jr., merchant of Philadelphia.
[Feb. 6,1847]

Died. — At Evansburg, Montgomery co., Pa., on Friday
evening last, the Rev. DANIEL TRITES.
[Feb. 16,1847]
Died. — On the 24th ult., at the residence of Lewis Jones,
Upper Dublin Tovmship, JANE HUBBS, in the 56th year of
her age.
[Mar. 1, 1847]
Married. •— On the 11th inst., by Friends' Ceremony, in the
presence of John Swift, Mayor, HENRY S. HARPER, of Mont
gomery county, to REBECCA S., eldest daughter of John S.

ROSE, Esq., of Frankford.
[Mar. 13, 1847]
Died. — Was killed, on Monday afternoon, the 15th inst., at
Norristown, Pa., while engaged in blasting a rock, Mr. ISAAC
WARREN BATCHELDER, in the 48th year of his age.
[Mar. 20,1847]
J. Grier Ralston, principal, advertises terms of the Oakland

Female Institute, Norristown, Pa.

[Apr. 6, 1847]

TEACHER WANTED — The School Directors of Lower

Merion Township will meet at the Red Lion Hotel, 7^ Tm'lpa
from Philadelphia, on the LANCASTER TURNPIKE, on
THURSDAY next, the 10th inst., at 2 o'clock P.M. to employ
a TEACHER, of good moral character, well qualified to impart
instruction in the various branches of a good English and Math-
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ematical Education, A teacher with a family can be accomodated
with a Dwelling connected with the school. By order of the School
Directors. CHARLES KINGLER [KUGLER], Sec'y.
[June 8, 1847]
A Remarkable Cavern. — The tourists who set out in the

summer in search of the new and wonderful, may find an object
of great curiosity in the neighborhood of Port Kennedy, Mont
gomery county, but a short distance from this city. It consists,
as we are informed, of a remarkable cavern discovered in the
limestone quarry of Mr. John Kennedy, of that place. The cavern
is 160 feet in length and sixty feet wide, and twenty to forty feet
deep. The interior shows some beautiful specimens of nature's
architectural power. There are arches, piers and cornices, ex
hibiting almost the same regularity of workmanship as though
executed by the hand of man after the strictest rules of art.
When lighted, the scene is beautiful. Forty or fifty lights splen
didly irradiates the scene, and gives a magnificent effect. Such
a beautiful natural curiosity will no doubt attract much attention.
[June 8, 1847]
NOTICE TO TURNPIKE CONTRACTORS. — Proposals
will be received by the Board of Managers of the "Springhouse
and SumnejdxDwn Turnpike Road Company," at the Public
House of Jonas Boorse, in Lower Salford township, Montgomery
County, on Saturday, the 26th day of June, 1847, at 10 o'clock,
A.M., for GRADING and STONING the aforesaid Turnpike
Road, in halt mile sections. And also for BUILDING THE
BRIDGES ON THE ROAD. For specifications of the work to be
done, persons wishing to contract, can apply to ELLIS
CLEAVER and CHARLES F. JENKINS, for the first three
and a half miles from the Springhouse Tavern; HENRY
KNEEDLER and SETH LUKENS, for the next three and a
half miles; GEORGE SNYDER, ISAAC W. WAMPOLE and
JONAS BOORSE, the succeeding four and a half miles, and
JONAS C. GODSHALK, SOLOMON ARTMAN and NA
THANIEL JACOBY, from thence to Sumneytown.
[June 17, 1847]
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SUBTERRANEAN CONCERT IN THE CAVERN AT
PORT KENNEDY. — The GREAT VALLEY BRASS BAND

having been engaged to perform a number of their most popu
lar pieces, in the main hall of the PORT KENNEDY CAVERN,
on SATURDAY, the 3d of July next, the Cave will be splen
didly illuminated for the occasion, and seats will be provided for
the accomodation of Ladies, Refreshments of all kinds will be on

hand, and nothing will be wanted to render the entertainment
as agreeable as it will be interesting.

Port Kennedy is situated immediately upon the Schuylkill,
four miles above Norristown, two from Valley Forge, and six
from Phoenixville.

Visitors from Philadelphia can return the same evening, by
leaving Norristown at half past 6 o'clock.
A Steamboat will run to and from Norristown during the day.
Stabling and every other convenience for visitors will be pro
vided by MRS. DAVIS, at the Port Kennedy Hotel.
The price of admission is fixed at 25 cents, whidi will be
charged for the purpose of defraying the necessary expenses.
Should the weather be unfavorable on Saturday, the entertain
ment will be postponed until Monday, the 5th of July.
[June 29, 1847]
Married. — In this city, 14th ult., by the Rev. Edmund
Neville, MATTHEW H. CRAWFORD to Miss MARY M.

SOWER, both of Norristown.

[July 8,1847]

Married. — On the 11th inst., by John Swift, Mayor, JAMES
RITCHIE, of Kensington, to HANNAH, daughter of Alan W.

CORSON, of Whitemarsh.

[Aug. 18,1847]

Married. — On the 6th inst., by His Honor Mayor Swift,
Mr. GEORGE W. FITZWATER to Miss ELIZABETH, daugh
ter of Jos. Paxson, Esq., all of Upper Dublin Township, Mont
gomery county.
[Oct. 8, 1847]
Married. — On the 14th inst., at Easton, Pa., by the Rev.
J. W. Richards, Mr. CHARLES G. SPARE to Miss ANNA R.,
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second daughter of Samuel Williams, all of Upper Providence.
[Oct. 16,1847]
Fire in Norristown. — On Friday night last the oil mill of
Mr. Geo. Zink, in Norristown, Montgomery county, was de
stroyed by fire.
[Nov. 24,1847]
Married. — On Tuesday, 25th inst., at the Montgomery
House, Norristown, by the Rev. Mr. Ralston, CHARLES P.
HARRY, to REBECCA D. MARKLEY, both of Norristown, Pa.
[Jan. 26,1848]

Died. — Near Norristown, Montgomery county, on the morn

ing of the 8th inst., WM. McBWEN, SR., in the 76th year of his
age.
[Feb. 7, 1848]
Married. — On the 80th ult., at Fairmount, at the residence
of the Bridegroom's father, by the Rev. John Cathorne, Mr.
THOMAS M. JONES to BARBARA ANN RIMBY, both of

Norristown, Pa.
[Feb. 12,1848]
Paper Mill Burned. — On the morning of the 18th inst,, the
paper mill of Erven Jones, in Lower Merion township, Montgom
ery county, was totally destroyed. It is supposed to have origi
nated by accident in the drying room.
[Feb. 16,1848]
Fatal Accident. — On Wednesday, the 23d ult., the Inde

pendent Democrat says, Samuel Penrose, son of William Penrose,
of Horsham township, Montgomery co., being engaged in haul
ing logs, received a blow on the back part of the head, as he drove
along sitting on the saddle horse, from the switch by which the
log was secured to the wagon, which terminated his life the
following morning. He was a worthy and highly respectable
young man, aged 25 years.
[Mar. 2,1848]
Married. — On the 30th inst., by John F. Belsterling, Mayor
of the Northern Liberties, by Friends Ceremony, EH
DRESHER to ELIZABETH CONRAD, both of Dreshertown,

Upper Dublin Township.
(To he Continued)

[Mar. 31,1848]

Acquisitions
Kirke Bryan, Esq.: Booklet, St. John's Church, Norristown (1812-1962),
written and compiled by the donor.
Miss Nancy C. Cresson: Cane used by William Cresson while on duty at
the White House in 1864.

Honald E. Heaton: Masonic Membership of The Signers of The Articles
of Association, 1961. Masonic Membership of The Articles of Con
federation, 1962. Both of these books were written by the donor.
Hon. David E. Groshens: Typed list showing the Growth of the Counties
of Pennsylvania, also a mimeographed map showing the order of their
organization. Abington Township in Review — 1961.
J. Elverson Hough: The Neff Family History, compiled by the donor, to
gether with a detailed account of the descendants of Jonathan Hough.

Mrs. Daniel S. JcJmson: Four pink Dogwood Trees, in memory of her
husband, who for many years had been an active member of the
society.
Philip S. Klein: President James Buchanan, a biography written by the
donor.

Rev. William N. Lanigan: 150th Anniversary plate of "St. John's Church

at Norristown, in the Coimty of Montgomery, 1812."
George W. Middleton: The Book of American Clocks by Brooks Palmer,
with illustrations by Wallace Nutting and Brooks Palmer.

James A. Murray, V: Acts of Assembly (1770-1775) of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, 1775.
Misg Lois Rapp: Collection of cyphering books, school books, trade cards,
Valentines, newspapers, etc., hand-made Flag with 25 stars, mis
cellaneous Deeds, Civil War papers of Philip R. Kirk. Other items.
John F. Reed: Deed — Wigard Miller to Henry Tuncken, land in Spring

field Township, Philadelphia County, June 1, 1769.
Deed — Gunnar Rambo to John Trancks, 9 acres of land in Philadel

phia County "along the canoeable part of the Delaware." April 1,
1700.

T. Williams Roberts: Pencoyd and The Roberts Family by David Loth.
Paul E. Roeder, Secretary of the Borough of Norristown: Norristown
Bond Loan (Paid), issued to Martha L. Sterigere, July 7, 1868.

Chester Snyder: Floor show-case with glass doors, wired for electricity;
enlargements of Centennial (1912) postcards, Sesquicentennial Stock
Certificates (2).
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Miss Sara A. Staley: Additional material on Bickings, Staley, Scheetz
families.

Simon Gerberich Stein IH: The Steins of Muacatine, a genealogy compiled
by the donor.

Eev. Vemon Stoop, Jr.: 125 Anniversary, Sasswman's United Church of
Christ and St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Sassamansville, Pennsylvania,
(18S7-1962).
Hon. Alfred L. Taxis, Jr.: Sesquicentennial Souvenirs (10-inch plate, four
4%-inch plates, set of wooden nickles, a 50-cent coin). These were
personal gifts.
For the Sesquicentennial Committee: The official Flag, letters, Guest
books and script of The Ncrristown Story.
Mrs. Alfred L. Taxis, Jr.: Fifty-star American Flag, in memory of her
father, Malcolm H. Ganser.

Sons of Veterans, Gen. S. E. Zook Camp, Department of Pennsylvania:
Articles presented on disbandment — War of The Rebellion, Records
of The Union and Confederate Armies, Regimental histories, biograpMes, portraits, pictures of battle scenes, campaign maps, etc. Other
items.

Gifts of money from: Valley Forge Chapter, Daughters of The American
Revolution; 1962 Graduating Class of the Norristown High SchooL
Other donors to whom we are grateful: Mrs. Philip M. Allen, Herbert T.

Ballard, Jr., Merrill A. Bean, Miss Amanda Bell, Mr. and Mrs. Roy

Bobb, George E. Boynes, BucI^ Couniy Historical Society, Mrs. Edgar
S. Buyers, E. R. Chatterton, Harvey E. Cook, Dr. Edward Corson, H.
Stanley Drake, Dr. Russell C. Erb, Lawrence M. Fisher, Joseph Enox

Fomance, Mrs. Anders Forsstrand, James E. Foster, William Logan
Pox, Harold Grier, Elmer F. Hanson, Calvin S. Hathaway, Robert
J. Holshouser, Mrs. Arthur R. Biff, Raymond G. Eilpatrick, Ray
mond Enaefler, Roy Eulp, Charles E. Lennox, Fred Lobb, Dr. Douglas
Macfarlan, McNeil Laboratories, Inc., James Miller, Rev. Maurice
J. Neilson, Kenneth E. Neiman, D.D.S., Pennsylvania Historical and

Museum O>mmission, Miles Perry, Mrs. Francis B. Reeves, 3rd, Allan
L. Rice, Leon Schirmer, The Schwenkfelder Memorial Library, Mrs. P.
Edward Souder, Mrs. Dorothy Towne, Valley Forge Historical Society.

Books acquired by purchase: German-American Newspapers and periodi
cals, 1782-1955, History and Bibliography by Earl J. R. Amdt and
May Olson, 1961; PhoerUzviUe Majolica Catalogue — 1884, (Reprint,
1960); Colonial Houses, Pre-Revolutionary Period, Philadelphia by
Philip B. Wallace.
JANE KEPLINGER BURRIS

Report on Membership
NEW MEMBERS (Elected February 22, 1962)
Edward H. Buchanan
Mr. and Mrs. Allen T. Henderson
Robert Carlen
Robert I. McCracken

Mrs. William E, Demaline

Charles H. Price, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. M. Wesley Detwiler Dr. Vemon Vernier
DEATHS

Samuel H. Barrington

Ezra Markl^

Dr. Edgar S. Buyers

Collier Ehoads

Jacob Erdman Cope
PRESENT STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP

Honorary
Life
Annual

1
58
571

Total

630

NEW MEMBERS (Elected April 28, 1962)

Robert G. Byren

Dr. and Mrs. Walter B. McKinney

Floyd G. Frederick
Mrs. Willis Gilbert Frick

Earl R. Roth
Miss Irma A. Schultz

Mrs. Robert L. Kratz
Mr. and Mrs. George K. March

Mrs. Malcolm A. Schweiker
Mrs. H. B. Shearer

Mrs. Russell C. McEwen
DEATHS

William P. Landis

Mrs. Joseph Gillis Patterson, Jr.

Mrs. W. Nolan Leonard

PRESENT STATUS OP MEMBERSHIP

Honorary
Life
Annual

1
68
569

Total

628

Helen W. M. Johnson, Corresponding Secretary
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February Meeting
February 22, 1962

The flTiTinnl meeting of the Historical Society of Montgomery County
was convened at 2 P.M. on February 22, 1962, at the building of the
Society, with President Groshens presiding.
The minutes of the November meeting were read and approved.

Lyman A. Kratz, Treasurer, read the report for the year 1961. This
showed an annual incomeof $9,124.34, and annual expenditures of $9,634.72,
and a balance of $131.10. On February 9, 1962the report had been audited

by Mrs. Mary S. Mowday and James deM. Hunsicker, and upon a motion
duly seconded and passed it was received and ordered filed.
Mrs. Daniel S. Johnson read tiie r^ort of the Nominating Committee
with the following nominations:
President

CorreBponditig Secretary
Mrs. Earl W. Johnson

Hon. David E. Groshens
Vice-Presidenta

Geo. E. Brecht, Esq.
Hon. Alfred L. Taxis, Jr.

Financial Secretary

Mrs. LeEoy Burris
Treasurer

Dr. Edward F. Corson

Lyman A. Kratz

Recording Secretary
Eva G. Davis
Truustees

Kirke Bryan, Esq.

Nancy P. Highley

Robert C. Bucher

Arthur H. Jenkins

Harry L. Christman
Mrs. H. H. Francine

Hon. Harold G. Knight
Lyman A. Kratz

Donald A. Gallagher, Esq.

William S. Pettit

Herbert H. Ganser
Hon. David E. Groshens

Mrs. F. B. Wildman, Jr.

Robert R. Titus

Kenneth H. Hallman

At tiie request of President Groshens, Robert L. Kratz took the chair
during the election of officers. There being no further nominations from
the floor, it was moved and seconded that the report of the Nominating
Committee be adopted, and the nominations were declared duly closed.
Upon a notion duly seconded and passed the Secretary was directed to
cast a collective ballot for the noTninees. This being done the nominees
were declared duly elected for the ensuing year.
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Dr. William T. Parsons was introduced by President Groshens, and
presented an interesting paper, NOTES .AND DOCUMENTS ON THE
SESQUICENTENNIAL OF NORRISTOWN AS A BOROUGH.
An announcement was made of the gift of a fifty-star flag by Mrs.

Alfr^ L. Taxis, Jr., in memory of her father, Malcolm Ganser. Mrs.

Johnson gave four pink dogwood trees in memory of her husband, Daniel
S. Johnson.

At the request of President Groshens, Judge Taxis outlined the plans
for the, Norristown Sesquicentennial, and acknowledged the great help
of the Society in the work.
Some notice of George Washington is a traditional part of the annual
meeting. For this President Groshens read the verses on wisdom from the

eighth chapter of the Book of Proverbs, and commented on the practice of
Bible reading in the public schools, and the extended influence this practice
has'exerted.
Mention was made of the exhibits in the rostrum case, and in the

ball. These included signatures of George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
and photographs of Norristown.
At the close of the meeting the Hospitality Committee served tea.
Eva G. Davis

Recording .Secretary

April Meeting
April 28, 1962

The regular meeting of the Historical Society of Montgomery
County was convened at 2 o'clock on April 28, 1962, at the building of
the Society, with President Groshens presiding.

The minutes of the February meeting were read and approved.
In introducing the Honorable Alfred L. Taxis, Jr., President Groshens
outlined the history of the courts in Montgomery County, beginning with
Bird Wilson. Judge Taxis, as General Chairman, spoke on the NORRIS

TOWN SESQXHCENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, to be held from May 4
to May 12. He quoted Card Sandburg, "A nation which does not remember
its past will have no future worth remembering."

,

Mention was made of the exhibition of Norristown items from the

Society's collections on display for the Sesquicentennial.

At the close of the meeting the Hospitality Committee served punch,
with four aides in appix^riate period costumes.
Eva G. Davis

' -

Recording Secretary

The Historical Society of Montgomery County has for its
object the preservation of the civil, political and religious
history of the county, as well as the promotion of the study
of history. The building up of a library for historical research
has been materially aided in the past by donations of family,
church and graveyard records; letters, diaries and other manu
script material. Valuable files of newspapers have also been
contributed. This public-spirited support has been highly
appreciated and is earnestly desired for the future.

Membership in the Society is open to all interested persons,
whether residents of the county or not, and all such persons
are invited to have their names proposed at any meeting. The
annual dues are $5.00; life membership, $100.00. Every mem
ber is entitled to a copy of each issue of The Bulletin, free.
Additional copies, $1.50 each.
Historical Building, 1654 DeKalb Street, Norristown, with
its library and museum, is open for visitors each week day
from 10 A.M. to 12 M. and 1 to 4 P.M., except Saturday after
noon. The material in the library may be freely consulted dur
ing these hours, but no book may be taken from the building.

To Out Friends
Our Society needs funds for the furthering of its work, its expansion,
its growth and development. This can very nicely be done through be
quests from members and friends in the disposition of their estate.
The Society needs more funds in investments placed at interest; the
Income arising therefrom would give the Society an annual return to
meet its needs. Following is a form that could be used in the maVing
of wills:

I

HEREBY GIVE

AND

BEQUEATH TO

THE

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, THE SUM OP

DOLLARS (I

)

