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Summary Information 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Repository    The Historical Society of Montgomery County 

 

Creator    A. M. Gambone 

 

Title     A. M. Gambone Research Collection 

 

Call number    HSMC.054 

 

Date [inclusive]   1991-2005, undated 

 

Extent     36.5 linear inches (8 boxes) 

 

Language    English 

 

Abstract A. M. Gambone was born in Norristown and developed a 

fascination with the Civil War. He wrote multiple historical 

biographies of Civil War generals including those buried in 

our Historic Montgomery Cemetery. This collection contains 

his research for two books, one that focused on John 

Frederick Hartranft and the other on Adam Jacoby Slemmer. 

 

Biography/History 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Albert Michael Gambone was born in Norristown on September 29, 1939. He attended what was 

then Lowell Tehcnological Institute in Lowell, Massachusetts where he studied chemistry and 

mathematics. He then attended Mattatuck Community College in Waterbury, Connecticut to study 

philosophy and religion. Having grown up in Norristown, Gambone was aware of the Historic 

Montgomery Cemetery and the five Civil War Generals buried there. He developed a fascination for 

Civil War history and ultimately wrote six biographies on Civil War generals Winfield Scott 

Hancock, Samuel K. Zook, Darius Nash Couch, Robert E. Lee, Adam Jacoby Slemmer, and John 

Frederick Hartranft. Gambone passed away on December 22nd, 2008, in Myrtle Beach where he 

spent the last 13 years of his life with his wife, Nancy. 

 

 

Scope and Content 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
This collection is broken down into two series. The first contains research materials related to A. M. 

Gambone’s work Major-General John Frederick Hartranft; citizen soldier and Pennsylvania statesman. The 
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second series is dedicated to the materials used for The Life of Adam Jacoby Slemmer; one strong voice of 

defiance. For both of these projects, Gambone worked with the Historical Society of Montgomery 

County, PA for research. In addition, both subjects are buried at the Historic Montgomery Cemetery 

which is operated by HSMC. Gambone himself donated the items throughout his life.  

 

Series A. John F. Hartranft is broken down into seven sub-series. Sub-series 1. focuses on the 

family and life of Hartranft. The main focuses are residences that either Hartranft or his family 

owned, genealogy, and the circumstances around and following his death. Sub-series 2. concerns 

education with an emphasis on his time at Gettysburg College. The meatier subjects fall under Sub-

series 3., 4., and 5., which focus, respectively, on Hartranft’s time in the Civil War, his post-war life 

including overseeing the trial and execution of the Lincoln conspirators, and his polit ical endeavors. 

There is some information on various monuments of Hartranft in Sub-series 6. Finally, Sub-

series 7, contains related materials that are either research topics adjacent to Hartranft but do not 

fall under the other categories and references for Gambone’s work (such as the photographs he used 

in the publication of the work). 

 

Series B. Adam Jacoby Slemmer consists of nine sub-series. Unfortunately, Slemmer died young 

so most of the research materials gathered by Gambone are focused on his military career. Sub-

series 1. contains information on the various forts Slemmer was stationed at leading up to the Civil 

War. Gambone also collected copies of records concerning post returns submitted by commanding 

officers in Gambone’s units which can be found under Sub-series 2. Slemmer was a student at the 

renowned West Point, from which Gambone was able to get a wealth of information that is now 

under Sub-series 3. Any other assorted military materials fall under Sub-series 4. Sub-series 5. 

consists of correspondence between Gambone and various points of contact, including the 

Historical Society of Montgomery County during his research phase. Sub-series 6. contains 

photographic images, several of which ended up in the final published work. As noted above, 

Slemmer died young from typhoid fever. Sub-series 7. focuses on his death and general 

information about typhoid. There is some information on Slemmer’s family, specifically his wife 

and son, found in Sub-series 8. Last, but not least, Sub-series 9. contains assorted items of 

research that were tangential to Slemmer but necessary for Gambone’s work.  

 

Administrative Information 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Historical Society of Montgomery County 

Finding aid prepared by Erica Slason, archivist. 

 

Access Restrictions 

Contact The Historical Society of Montgomery County for information about accessing this 

collection. 

 

Immediate Source of Acquisition Note 

Items from this collection were donated by A. M. Gambone following his completion of research on 

these topics. 
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Related Materials 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

We do have the final published works of A. M. Gambone. The ones that come from the research 

found in this collection are: 

 

2018.080.049 - The Life of Adam Jacoby Slemmer; one strong voice of defiance 

1995.026.001 - Major-General John Frederick Hartranft; citizen soldier and Pennsylvania statesman 

 

We have additional published works for which we do not have Gambone’s research. They are:  

 

1997.040.001 - Hancock at Gettysburg... and beyond 

2008.037.001 - Lee at Gettysburg... commentary on defeat 

 

For additional information on John F. Hartranft, we have the following available:  

 

HSMC.004 - The Civil War Collection 

HSMC.TBD - The John F. Hartranft Collection 

HSMC.TBD - Political Papers 

 

For additional information on Adam Jacoby Slemmer, we have the following available:  

 

1900.002 - Samuel Boyer Papers (contains accounts of local history by different authors)  

1960.10799.001 - Facsimile of bank note (with image of Slemmer) 

2018.163.010 - Reward of merit made out to Anna Jacoby signed by Adam Slemmer 

2020.046.008 - Membership certificate for a civic organization 

 

 

Controlled Access Headings 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

For John F. Hartranft: 

 
Family Name(s) 

• Hartranft 
 

Geographic Name(s) 

• Easton (Northampton County, Pa.) 

• Harrisburg (Pa.) 

• Mauch Chunk (Pa.) 

• New Hanover (Pa. : Township) 

• Norristown (Pa.) 
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• Norriton (Pa. : Defunct Township) 

• Roanoke Island (N.C.) 
 

Personal Name(s) 

• Arnold, Samuel 

• Atzerodt, George Andrew 

• Booth, John Wilkes 

• Dodd, Levi A. 

• Gardner, Alexander 

• Grant, Ulysses S. 

• Hancock, Winfield Scott 

• Hartranft, John Frederick 

• Hartranft, Sallie 

• Herold, David Edgar 

• Kehoe, John J. 

• Lincoln, Abraham 

• McCall, William H. 

• Mudd, Samuel A. 

• O’Laughlin, Michael 

• O’Neill, Thomas 

• Paine, Lewis 

• Powell, Lewis Thornton 

• Rath, Christian 

• Sheridan, Philip 

• Spangler, Edward 

• Surratt, Mary 

• Watt, Richard 

• Wirz, Henry 

• Wren, James 
 

Subject(s) 

• 51st PA Regiment 

• Antietam, Battle of, Md., 1862 

• Bull Run, 1st Battle of, Va., 1861 

• Capitol Complex (Harrisburg, Pa.) 

• Central Hartranft Club 

• Chattanooga, Battle of, Chattanooga, Tenn., 1863 

• City Hall (Philadelphia, Pa.) 

• Coal miners 

• Correspondence 
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• Education 

• Falkner Swamp Lutheran Church (New Hanover) 

• Flags 

• Fort Stedman, Battle of, Petersburg, Va., 1865 

• Franklin and Marshall College 

• Gettysburg College 

• Governors 

• Hanging 

• Kidney disease 

• Knoxville (Tenn.)--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 

• Marshall College (Mercersburg, Pa.) 

• Medal of Honor 

• Mercersburg Academy 

• Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States 

• Molly Maguires (Organization) 

• Montgomery Cemetery (Norristown, Pa.) 

• Monuments & memorials 

• Music 

• National guards & reserves 

• Petersburg Crater, Battle of, Va., 1864 

• Pinkerton’s National Detective Agency 

• Presidential candidates 

• Railroad companies 

• Railroad strikes 

• Richmond, Battle of, Richmond, Ky., 1862 

• Roundhouses 

• Schwenkfelder Church 

• Schwenkfelders 

• Treemont Seminary 

• Union College (Schenectady, N. Y.) 

• United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 

• United States--Mississippi--Vicksburg National Military Park 

• Vicksburg (Miss.)--History--Siege, 1863 

• Washington Arsenal (Washington, D. C.) 

 

For Adam Jacoby Slemmer: 

 

Family Name(s) 

• Saracen 

• Slemmer 
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Geographic Name(s) 

• Frederick (Pa. : Defunct Township) 

• Gulf Islands (B.C.) 

• Norristown (Pa.) 

 

Personal Name(s) 

• Baird, Absolom 

• Buchanan, James 

• Chase, William H. 

• Emond, John 

• Gambone, A. M. 

• Gilman, Jeremiah H. 

• Jebb, Caroline Lane Reynolds Slemmer 

• Johnson, Mark 

• Ogden, David 

• Ricketts, James B. 

• Sheldon, Lionel Allen 

• Shepherd, Oliver Lathrop 

• Shoemaker, John L. 

• Slemmer, Adam J. 

• Slemmer, Albert Lane 

• Smith, Benjamin Franklin 

• Smith, Charles Edward 

• Stammerjohan, George 

• Townsend, Eugene Lee 

• Townsend, Frederick 

• Zerbe, Steve 

 

Subject(s) 

• Biography 

• Chapin Library 

• Correspondence 

• Fort Barrancas (Fla.) 

• Fort Hamilton (N.Y.) 

• Fort Laramie (Wyo.) 

• Fort Pickens (Fla.) 

• Fort Schuyler (N.Y.) 

• Fort Yuma (Calif.) 

• Funeral 
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• Gulf Islands National Seashore (Fla. and Miss.) 

• Historical Society of Montgomery County 

• Medal of Honor 

• Montgomery Cemetery 

• Monuments & memorials 

• National Archives (U.S.) 

• New York City Partnership and Chamber of Commerce 

• Newspaper clippings 

• Obituaries 

• Oglala Lakota Chief Red Cloud 

• Red Cloud Band of Sioux Indians 

• Smith Memorial Arch 

• Typhoid fever 

• Typhoid Mary, 1869-1938 

• United States—History--Civil War, 1861-1865 

• United States Military Academy--New York (State)--West Point 

 

 

 

Collection Inventory 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Series A. John F. Hartranft 

 
Extent: 17.5 linear inches 
 

Date(s): 1992, undated 

 

Series number in PP: HSMC.054.001 

 

Scope and Content Note: This series consists of the material used by author A. M. Gambone in 

his research for writing a book on Governor John F. Hartranft. This includes information on his 

family, homes, education, time in the military, the American Civil War, the trial of the Lincoln 

conspirators, politics, and other pertinent materials.  

 

Location: Upper:1R:11: boxes 1-4; Upper:1R:7: box 8 

 

Subseries 1. Family and life 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Genealogy, undated        1  9 
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Residences, undated        1  10 

 

Biographies, undated        1  11 

 

Death, undated        2  1 

 

Subseries 2. Education 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Youth & schools, undated       1  12 

 

Gettysburg College papers, 1992      1  13-14 

 

Subseries 3. The American Civil War 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

The 51st volunteers, undated       2  2 

 

Antietam, undated        1  15 

 

Campaigns, undated        2  3 

 

Correspondence, undated       3  1 

 

Assorted, undated        3  2 

 

Subseries 4. Post-war life 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Lincoln conspiracy trial, undated      3  3-4 

 

Prison correspondence, undated      2  4 

 

Molly Maguires, undated       2  5-6 

 

Hartranft and the National Guard, undated     2  7 

 

Assorted, undated        2  8 

 

Subseries 5. Politics 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 
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Presidential information, undated      2  9 

 

Governor, undated        4  1 

 

Subseries 6. Monuments 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Monuments, undated        4  2 

 

Subseries 7. Related materials 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Schwenkfelders, undated       3  5 

 

Epilogue, undated        4  3 

 

Correspondence with HSMC, undated     8  12 

 

Assorted, undated        8  13 

 

Photographs for book, undated      8, 3  14, 13 

 

Photograph – officers, undated      8  15 

 

Photographs – 8x10 copies, undated      8  16 

 

Series B. Adam Jacoby Slemmer 

 
Extent: 19 linear inches 
 

Date(s): 1991-2005, undated 

 

Series number in PP: HSMC.054.002 

 

Scope and Content Note: This series consists of the material used by author A. M. Gambone in 

his research for writing a book on General Adam Jacoby Slemmer. This mostly focuses on his 

military record both leading up to, during, and after the Civil War as Slemmer died quite young.  

 

Location: Upper:1R:11: boxes 3-6; Upper:1R:7: boxes 7-8 

 

Subseries 1. Military forts 
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Contents        Box  Folder 

Fort Pickens, undated               4, 5, 3        6-8, 1-6, 4 

 

Fort Laramie, undated               3, 5, 6          5, 7-9, 1 

 

Other forts, undated                 6, 3  2, 6 

 

Subseries 2. Post returns 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Post returns, undated        6  3-4 

 

Subseries 3. West Point 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

West Point, undated        6  5 

 

Subseries 4. Assorted military materials 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Maps, undated         3  7 

 

Commands, undated        6  6 

 

N. Y. Medal of Honor, undated      3  8 

 

Records – photocopies, undated      6  7 

 

“Fascinating facts about the Civil War,” 2002     6  8 

 

Book passages, undated       6  9 

 

Newspaper articles, undated       6  10 

 

Bibliographies and sources, undated      6  11 

 

Correspondence, undated       6  12 

 

Monuments, undated        6  13 

 

Other military officers, undated      6  14 

 

Subseries 5. Correspondence 
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Contents        Box  Folder 

Mark Johnson, 2003-2005       7  1 

 

David Ogden, 2002-2004       7  2 

 

George Stammerjohan, 1998-2004      7  3 

 

Saracens, 2002-2004        7  4 

 

Chapin Library, 2002-2004       7  5 

 

John Emond, 2002-2003       7  6 

 

Slemmers, 2003        7  7 

 

HSMC, 1991-2004        7  8 

 

Steve Zerbe, 2003-2004       3  9 

 

Assorted, 2003        7  9-10 

 

Subseries 6. Photographic images 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Adam Jacoby Slemmer, undated      7  11 

 

Locations, undated        7  12 

 

Memorials and tombstones, undated      7  13 

 

Other people, undated        8  1 

 

Line-art portraits, undated       8  2 

 

Photocopies from The Life of Adam Jacoby Slemmer, undated  8  3 

 

Objects, undated        8  4 

 

Red Cloud & the Oglala Lakota, undated     8  5 

 

Subseries 7. Death 
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Contents        Box  Folder 

Records, undated        3  10 

 

Resources on Slemmer’s death, undated     8  6 

 

General research, undated       8  7 

 

Subseries 8. Family 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Caroline [Slemmer] Jebb, undated      3  11 

 

Albert Slemmer, undated       8  8 

 

Subseries 9. Assorted items 

 
Contents        Box  Folder 

Biographies, undated        8  9 

 

Frederick township, undated       8  10 

 

National Archives, undated       3  12 

 

James Buchanan, undated       8  11 

 

 


